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EPW - NOVEMBER 2018 
 

1. DEMAND FOR SCHEDULED 

TRIBE STATUS BY KOCH-

RAJBONGSHIS 

What is the issue? 

• In the politics of Assam, the Koch-

Rajbongshi community along with five 

other communities, namely Tai-Ahom, 

Moran, Matak, Chutia, and Adivasi is 

demanding the Scheduled Tribe 

status.  

What is the background of the issue? 

• Originally, the Koch-Rajbongshi 

community are a tribe, but due to 

lack of recognition they are not 

identified as a tribe.  

• The lack of recognition is due to a 

paucity of proper evidence of their 

original tribal identity.  

• It has been argued by a section 

that “Koch” and “Rajbongshi” are 

different from each other while 

another section of people argues that 

these two constitute a single 

community.  

What are the different perspectives? 

• Assimilation without conversion: As 

per E Gait’s observation, it could be 

said that the confusion regarding their 

identity has emerged due to the 

process of their conversion to 

Hinduism. 

• Others argue that there was no 

conversion, but an assimilation which 

was not voluntary, but was like 

Sanskritisation as defined by M N 

Srinivas . 

• The Koch-Rajbongshis were 

considered as a lower caste and 

discriminated against by the upper-

caste Bengalis.  

• To get rid of this social discrimination, 

they started practising Brahminical 

rituals. 

What is meant by ‘Scheduled Tribe’ 

status? 

• According to the Ministry of Tribal 

Affairs, those communities having the 

characteristics namely, primitive 

traits, distinctive culture, shyness of 

contact with other communities at 

large, geographical isolation, and 

backwardness can be considered as 

ST. 

Are the demands of the tribes justified?  

• First, their spiritual god is different 

from that of Hindus and has 

resemblance to nature-worship. Eg: 

the rites of the tiger deity, Sona Ray, 

reflect the coexistence of humans and 

animals.  
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• Their shyness of contact with other 

communities is due to their 

distinct  Rajbongshi language. 

• Regarding primitive traits, if we look 

at their daily lifestyle, household 

items and their way of food gathering, 

then we may see that they still 

possess some primitive traits.  

• This distinctiveness of their identity 

makes their demand for the ST status 

authentic. 

What are the benefits of ST status? 

• If the community acquires the ST 

status, they will be entitled to their 

original identity as “tribes.”  

• Their rights over their native land will 

be protected from outsiders.  

• Their right to contest elections from 

their own constituency will be 

preserved.  

• There will be reservation in 

educational institutions, employment, 

etc.  

What are the obstacles? 

• The existing tribes fear that granting 

ST status to these communities will 

deprive them of their rights and pose 

a threat to their identity.  

• Another problem is that if they are 

included in the list of STs, then the 

present reserved quota (10% for plains 

and 5% for hills) will be overcrowded 

as the population of these six 

communities is more than half of the 

total population of Assam.  

What is the possible solution? 

• If the GOI moves forward with the 

mindset of changing the existing 

modalities to grant ST status to the 

six communities, then the aspiration 

of the six communities for getting ST 

status will be fulfilled. 

•  On the other hand, it will not harm 

the existing STs.  

• Nevertheless, these are complex 

issues which necessitate an 

alternative way to grant ST status to 

these communities. 

2. CRITIQUING NARROW 

CRITIQUES OF CONVENTION ON 

BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

What is the issue? 

• The Convention on Biological Diversity 

(CBD) has brought about a paradigm 

shift in rights over genetic resources, 

the unintended consequences it has 

had on collaborative research have 

received much criticism over the years 

from the scientific community.  

What is the case with India? 

• Ecological research in India is 

maturing with significant advances in 

recent years. 

•  However, several issues remain.  

• There is a conspicuous dearth of 

conventional taxonomic expertise. 
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• The absence of international 

collaboration acts as a research and 

learning barrier for a majority of 

Indian researchers. 

How CBD offers a solution to these 

issues? 

• By creatively using CBD, global 

sharing of genetic resources and 

expertise on the principle of equity 

and fairness can be encouraged.  

• Access to and transfer of technology 

on concessional and preferential 

terms to developing countries can also 

be assured. 

• These obligations are particularly 

relevant in the case of non-

commercial research as it brings to 

the fore the importance of non-

monetary benefits which are enlisted 

in the Nagoya Protocol under the 

CBD.  

• Non-monetary benefits include access 

to and transfer of technology, 

collaboration, contribution in 

education and training, and 

institutional capacity building. 

•  A large majority of public 

institutions, particularly traditional 

central and state universities, can 

benefit from these.  

How is the legal climate for research in 

India? 

• By invoking the sovereignty principle, 

research on Indian biodiversity 

resources is regulated mainly the 

BDA.  

• It regulates research carried out by 

foreign persons and entities, NRIs and 

Indian companies with non-Indian 

participation in shares or 

management.  

• Research by Indians is not regulated 

by the BDA except when such 

research results in commercial 

utilisation or for securing intellectual 

property rights.  

• BDA enables the GOI to make policy 

guidelines with respect to 

collaborative research projects.  

• Thus, non-commercial collaborative 

research projects can bypass the 

general regulatory process under the 

BDA, provided that the use is not for 

commercial purposes or for obtaining 

IPR. 

• The National Biodiversity Authority 

has notified that no application for the 

purposes of research on biological 

resources should be entertained by 

the state biodiversity boards under 

the BDA and the state rules.  

• Even applications by Indians for 

exporting Indian biological samples 

outside India for research are 

increasingly processed within a 

reasonable period of time. 

How are equity and fairness observed in 

research? 

• The BDA does mandate strict 

regulation of research by persons 

other than Indians.  
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• Though many have argued that 

restrictions on NRIs are unreasonable, 

the restriction placed on foreigners is 

said to be in furtherance of the 

principle of state sovereignty.   

• These sentiments arise from the 

principle of equity and fairness, and 

past experiences of misappropriation 

of bio-resources and knowledge. 

• There is no doubt that the legislation 

and regulation often have the perverse 

consequence of limiting legitimate or 

desirable activity. 

• However, it should be noted that the 

extent to which such research has 

been constrained is small. 

• Though the provisions add obstacles, 

they are not prohibitive, as significant 

advancements in herpetological 

taxonomy, including numerous 

descriptions of new species, 

demonstrate.  

What should be done? 

• The principles of equity and fairness 

enshrined in the CBD are some of the 

key aspects that create balance of 

power between technologically 

advanced countries and biologically 

rich countries.  

• Hence, in the name of equity and 

fairness, we should redirect the 

criticism towards the legal 

environment regulating biodiversity 

research from the one seeking blanket 

exemptions, and steer it towards a 

rhetoric that favours efficient and 

facilitative regulation. 

3. IS MSP A VIABLE PROPOSITION 

IN MARINE FISHERIES? 

Why in news? 

• The Kerala government, in response to 

the demands of the fishing community 

in the state, introduced a minimum 

support price for fisherfolk’s catch in 

April 2018. 

• What is the case for MSP in Kerala? 

• Demand–supply imbalance: There 

have been a number of recent studies 

that highlight the imminent resource 

crisis in Indian fisheries, attributed to 

overfishing, juvenile fishing and other 

destructive fishing practices. 

• The demand–supply gap is widening 

continuously despite growth in 

aquaculture production year after 

year.  

• There is a deficit of about 2 lakh MT of 

fish, especially with respect to sardine 

and mackerel, which are currently 

imported from other states.  

• Thus it’s doubtful that a policy 

instrument like MSP , be successful 

against such outlooks where market 

demand outweighs the supply in 

foreseeable future. 

• False signals to catalyse resource 

depletion: Apart from the seasonal 

fishing ban, a few input-specific 

controls and spatial controls, many of 
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which exist only for namesake, fishing 

in India lacks serious.  

• There is no effective output-specific 

controls such as individual catch 

quota, collective catch quota or vessel 

catch limits as in the western waters 

to exercise strict control on the level of 

harvests.  

• The recently introduced minimum 

legal size (MLS) regulation in Kerala 

has only been partially effective to 

check juvenile fishing so far.  

• Therefore, prior to introducing MSP, 

we need to find reliable answers for 

whether there would be high chances 

of transmitting false price signals that 

may further exacerbate resource 

position. 

• Systemic rigidities in the value 

chain: One of the primary arguments 

for MSP in the fisheries sector is that 

the share of fisherfolk in consumer’s 

rupee is low. 

•  This has been said to be the result of 

excessive exploitation of fisherfolk by 

auctioneer middlemen who pocket a 

considerable part of the marketing 

margins in return for credit. 

• However, this is a systemic issue that 

cannot be addressed through a price 

support mechanism like MSP.  

What are the practical problems in 

implementation? 

• To be effective, the government should 

be able to procure all the quantity of 

fish that is offered by the fishers at 

MSP, for which the capacity of cold 

storage required would be enormous. 

•  Also procurement should take place 

on a regular basis.  

• This also requires sufficient back-up 

in the form of regular offtakes which 

may involve huge subsidies.  

What are the possible alternatives? 

• A better measure would be to 

announce a price stabilisation fund 

through which the state can 

undertake ad hoc initiatives to 

intervene in the market. 

•  The market intervention scheme 

(MIS) presently in operation for 

perishable horticultural commodities, 

is another suitable alternative to MSP.  

• The state with the support from 

cooperatives can undertake 

procurement activities on an ad hoc 

basis during instances when prices 

fall below normal.  

• The advantage is that such 

mechanisms do not necessitate any 

permanent establishments.  

• Another pragmatic option is to provide 

the right of fixing landing price to 

fisher cooperatives as  being practised 

in Japan and Norway. 

• Coupled with these, comprehensive 

packages such as improving landing 

centre infrastructure, strengthening 

cold chains, reefer systems, retail 
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chains and value addition through 

product diversification are needed. 

• The institutional lending systems 

should be strengthened, procedures 

simplified and flexibility augmented in 

credit contract conditionality to 

improve financial inclusion in the 

fishery economy.  

4. FARMERS AND THEIR NATION 

Why in news?  

• In the last few months, the All India 

Kisan Sangharsh Coordination 

Committee (AIKSCC), has been 

mobilising farmers for a 

march towards Delhi (Dilli Chalo).  

• The AIKSCC’s main agenda is the 

demand for a special session of 

Parliament in order to discuss the 

agrarian crisis in the country. 

What are the reasons for the current 

agrarian crisis?  

•  The farmers want this Parliament 

session to be devoted to discussions 

on the recommendations of the 

Swaminathan Commission, 

implementation and regulation of the 

policy of MSP. 

• They are also concerned about the 

problematic privatisation of the crop 

insurance policy, the government’s 

faulty methods in categorising 

drought-prone areas, and the 

discriminatory approach that the 

banks have adopted towards farmers 

who have taken loans from different 

banks.  

• The farmers are sceptical about the 

viability of the MSP working in their 

favour.  

• Similarly, they also have good reason 

to believe that the expanding 

stranglehold of corporate insurance 

companies over cash crops would 

benefit the companies rather than the 

farmers. 

•  They doubt the accuracy of the 

remote sensing method, which, 

according to them, does not give an 

accurate picture of water reservoirs.  

• All these factors have led to the 

agrarian crisis that manifests its 

devastating nature in the tragic 

suicides of more than three lakh 

farmers. 

What is the significance of the 

mobilization? 

• The mobilisation is aimed at forcing a 

democratic dialogue on the 

government, which seems to be least 

concerned about solving the crisis. 

• This mobilisation is multi-class in 

nature in as much as its supporters 

come from across sections like 

students, urban middle class, artists, 

film-makers, techies and professionals 

in the information technology sector, 

and bank employees.  
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• This multi-class support was evident 

in the historic and successful farmers’ 

march from Nashik to Mumbai in 

March 2018. 

• Second, the farmers’ efforts to force 

the government to call a special 

session of Parliament also involve an 

element of fairness.  

• Finally, the farmers seek to suggest to 

the government and the people of this 

country that the nation belongs to 

them only in a symbolic sense, while 

it belongs to the corporate interests in 

the real material sense. 

What should be done? 

• This march is aimed at making the 

governing classes aware of the fact 

that farmers do matter, that they 

matter equally in the shaping of their 

own lives.  

• Their demand for a special session of 

Parliament is suggestive of a 

government that has failed to take 

responsibility for addressing the 

agrarian crisis, and the debates in 

Parliament, if allowed, will fix 

responsibility on this government. 

5. WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN 

KARNATAKA’S FPOS 

Why in news? 

• Karnataka has evidenced a spurt in 

the formation and registration of 

farmer producer organisations in 

recent times, wherein the 

participation of women remains 

relatively low.  

• There is a need for gender-sensitive 

initiatives to encourage women 

farmers to join the FPOs and benefit 

from the emerging agricultural value 

chains. 

How is the participation of women 

farmers? 

• In developing countries women 

farmers not only own fewer assets, 

and have less access to inputs and 

services compared to their male 

counterparts, but even with equal 

access to resources may not have 

returns equal to the latter. 

• Given this, the increasing 

“feminisation” of agriculture in India,  

calls for empirical understanding of 

the transforming gender roles in 

agriculture in response to the new 

opportunities to increase productivity, 

improve food security, and 

reinvestments in their households. 

What is the status of FPOs with 

Karnataka? 

• Karnataka has been one of the states 

that evidenced a momentum in FPO 

formation, particularly under the 

Producer Company Act 2013, since 

2014–15.  
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• Female Participation in FPOs: A 

little more than 87% of the members 

in the sampled FPOs were men, 

pointing to the fact that women are 

rather under-represented in these 

organisations.  

• A major reason could be paucity of 

time since rural women operate under 

the double workload of farming and 

caregiving, with the latter estimated to 

take around 85%–90% of their time. 

What are the observations? 

• First, the proportion of women 

members was the highest in the FPOs 

where animal husbandry was a 

subsidiary activity.  

• This is in line with the IFAD report 

which states that depending on 

women’s preferences, they might 

prefer to join organisations that place 

more emphasis on food self-

sufficiency than in joining producer 

organisations focused on cash crops. 

• Second, women’s representation was 

observed to be less in the FPOs 

registered under the Company Act 

than those under the Societies Act, 

probably because they are yet to 

develop confidence in the former. 

• Third, women’s membership was 

observed to be higher in FPOs 

receiving external funding than those 

without any funding.  

• However, it is not clear whether the 

external funding attracted more 

women participation or the women’s 

involvement attracted more external 

funding. 

What can be done? 

• Governments need to work out 

strategies and policies to enhance 

women’s enrolment through 

incentivisation. 

• Uganda, for instance, was able to 

increase female membership by 

offering a reduced membership fee, 

and a higher share of the cooperative 

dividends to female members, which 

motivated many men to bring their 

spouses into the organisation. 

• Providing labour-saving technologies, 

access to free medical services and 

childcare services to female relatives 

of male members can facilitate 

women’s participation. 

• It is also essential that the 

organisations that promote FPOs give 

adequate attention to the finer aspects 

of socio-cultural norms and gender 

perceptions at the time of formation 

and mobilisation of these bodies. 

6. AYUSHMAN BHARAT—LONG 

LIVE PRIVATE HEALTHCARE 

What is the issue? 

• Providing the poor with health 

insurance not only can improve the 

health of individuals, but it has much 

bigger potential positive spillovers. 



 
 

 

 
www.shankariasacademy.com   |   www.iasparliament.com 

 

11 

• Against this backdrop, the 

sustainability of Ayushman Bharat—

National Health Protection Mission 

(AB-NHPM), is questionable. 

What is the status of health expenditure 

in India? 

• According to the World Bank, health 

expenditure as a percentage of GDP in 

India was 3.8% in 2015.  

• This was 16.8% for the US and 9.9% 

for the world as a whole.  

• 15% of the Indian population is 

insured, and 94% of the health 

expenditure is paid by individuals out 

of pocket.  

• Hence, health shocks have the 

potential to drive individuals and 

families into perennial debt traps. 

How AB-NHPM addresses the issues? 

• The AB-NHPM is to provide coverage 

of ₹ 5 lakh per family, targeting more 

than 100 million families belonging to 

the poor and vulnerable sections of 

the population, aiming to cover 40% of 

the entire population.  

• The AB-NHPM will also provide 

primary care assistance by upgrading 

the government health centres. 

•  There are also plans of digitisation of 

the entire process. The government 

also. 

What are the concerns with the scheme? 

• Sustainability: The government has 

claimed that it would be able to 

finance it through the savings 

generated from DBT that amounts to 

₹ 90,000 crore.  

• However, this money has already been 

taken into account in fiscal 

calculations. 

• Rich poor gap: Since states have to 

bear 40% of the costs, this would be a 

problem particularly for poorer states 

with a large population of people BPL. 

• Structural issues About 80% of 

doctors and 75% of dispensaries are 

serving urban India, which makes up 

only 28% of the country’s population, 

leaving the rest in dire need of basic 

health facilities.  

• There are only 0.9 hospital beds per 

1,000 population & 0.6 doctors per 

1,000 population while the figure was 

around 6.5 & 3 for developed 

countries respectively. 

• As per the World Bank, even in 2015, 

15% of the children did not have 

access to basic vaccines. 

• Privitisation of health sector: Lack 

of government health services would 

result in dependence on the private 

sector.  

• It is well known that in regions where 

the public health sector is well 

developed like Tamil Nadu, the cost of 

the private health facilities is lower. 

•  In contrast, in the northern states, 

the costs in private hospitals can 

really skyrocket.  
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• Lack of monitoring: Also, there are 

no credible monitoring agencies 

watching out for medical malpractice 

in such hospitals.  

• If malpractice is not kept in check, it 

is very easy to exhaust the entire 

insurance amount in one go. 

• At the same time, monitoring of 

doctors in public hospitals is also 

required. 

•  Given the fact that the health 

insurance covers private facilities, this 

might be an encouragement for 

government doctors to go in for 

private practice. 

• Since people know that they have 

access to expensive private hospitals, 

they might also choose to use their 

services for even minor ailments. 

•  It might also encourage people to 

save less and indulge in more risky 

expenditure like on cigarettes and 

tobacco. 

What should be done? 

• Hence, one can say that the AB-NHPM 

has a lot of potential, but it might 

turn into a nightmare if not carefully 

implemented.  

• These issues need to be kept in mind 

by the policymakers. 

•  We also need better data so that the 

various dimensions can be analysed. 

 

7.  LESSONS FROM HASHIMPURA 

Why in news? 

• The Delhi High Court’s recent verdict, 

though it came 31 years after the 

horrific custodial massacre massacre 

of 38 Muslim men in Hashimpura by 

the UP Provincial Armed 

Constabulary, warrants deliberation. 

• And, the memories of that chilling 

episode must be distilled for the 

lessons it bears for the Indian society 

and polity.  

What are the pressing issues? 

• While sentencing to life imprisonment 

the retired PAC personnel for their 

role in the killings, the Delhi High 

Court said that it “revealed an 

institutional bias within the law 

enforcement agents.”  

• It is the state and the UP police, and 

the successive state governments that 

were actually on trial during the last 

three decades. 

• The HC too noted, this was a case of 

custodial killing where the “legal 

system has been unable to effectively 

prosecute the perpetrators of gross 

human rights abuses.” 

•  Those institutions that are 

constitutionally expected to protect 

the human rights of citizens are the 

very ones that let them down. 



 
 

 

 
www.shankariasacademy.com   |   www.iasparliament.com 

 

13 

•  Remembering and discussing the 

Hashimpura’s lessons, thus, is the 

need of the hour. 

What is the role of the judiciary? 

• One has to acknowledge the moral 

strength and faith in the judicial 

system of the survivors, family 

members and supporters. 

•  As media reports and lawyers have 

pointed out, the entire neighbourhood 

from where these men were picked up 

by the PAC personnel was maligned 

as dangerous and accused of being 

anti-national. 

• Again, even as the survivors faced a 

setback in the lower court, found their 

livelihoods and the education of their 

children being affected, not to 

mention the emotional and 

psychological toll, they continued to 

pursue the case. 

•  They were ably represented by 

tenacious lawyers, including women, 

who refused to give up.  

• If anything, it is these survivors, 

lawyers, and a small section of the 

media that deserve recognition and 

commendation for keeping alive the 

hope and faith that justice, however 

hard-won, is possible. 

What are the takeaways from this case? 

• This case is not an aberration that 

can be brushed aside.  

• There are a number of demands made 

by the families affected by the violence 

and killings that must be heeded. 

• This can only happen if the media, 

supported by citizens concerned 

about where the nation is headed, 

keeps alive the takeaways of the 

“worst custodial killing in independent 

India. 

• For the Muslim community of 

Hashimpura, this is an unforgettable 

part of their collective history.  

• What is important is that this episode 

should be branded in the larger 

public’s memory, too. 

8. MISSING THE NORMATIVE 

CONTENT OF UNITY 

Why in news? 

• The “Statue of Unity” project reaffirms 

state-led corporate clientelism. 

• It has caused the country 

embarrassment in the global political 

arena.  

What are the issues? 

• On comparing various documents, it 

is observed that the expenditures 

publicised are much lower than those 

on record.  

• The central budget has earmarked ₹ 

309 crore, separately, between 2014–

15 and 2017–18.  

• It’s also mentioned that another ₹ 550 

crore that was donated by central and 
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state PSUs, private companies, and 

individuals.  

• Aggregating the three sources, the 

total expenditure traceable on paper 

stands at ₹ 3,839 crore, 1.3 times 

higher than the amount that is 

popularly quoted and reported. 

•  Diversion of CSR funds: Equally 

unsettling is the quandary over the 

outlay of ₹ 146.83 crore from the CSR 

funds of the PSUs.  

• Though the growth of CSR 

expenditure in India has been tardy, 

yet 60% of it is generally used for the 

social sector on issues like health, 

poverty alleviation, water and 

sanitation, education and livelihoods 

generation.  

• Siphoning off from these coffers 

entails a high opportunity cost, 

particularly in the context of the 

state’s shrinking role in social sector 

development.  

• Unemployment: The lack of political 

will to address the joblessness and the 

huge backlog of vacancies lying in the 

government’s backyard , cannot be 

supplanted by such frivolous 

economic logic. 

• Displacement: While outlays are 

made speedily for setting up a Tribal 

Research and Training Institute, all 

initiatives wane away when it comes 

to the question of social support for 

the tribal villages displaced by the 

project.  

• Without any social, political or 

economic capital, or any access to 

various government schemes, these 

tribal communities have fallen victim 

to an overall socio-economic squeeze. 

•  If such notional costs of deprivation 

are factored in, the price of the project 

will outdo the colossus. 

How polarity is camouflaged as unity? 

• Unity, in the normative sense, is 

invaluable for people to realise their 

social worth.  

• Naming the statue as “Statue of 

Unity” is a political anagram that 

camouflages the polarisation politics 

which brazenly contravenes Patel’s 

ideologues of unity.  

• In the statue project too, while 

outsourcing the bronze cladding from 

China, the engineering company 

encountered no bureaucratic 

directives for compliance to the “Make 

in India” agenda.  

• However, farmers in the Sardar 

Sarovar catchment area, have had to 

forego 20% of the sanctioned canal 

network of 90,389 km and irrigation 

benefits for 75% of the 17.92 lakh 

hectares of farmland.  

• Against such demonstrated 

irreverence of Patel’s ideals, the 

pompous attempt of misappropriating 

his legacy is only for partisan benefits, 

with perilous consequences for the 

nation’s well-being. 
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9. THE ATROPHY OF THE CBI 

Why in news? 

• CBI which was once touted as the 

“premier investigative agency” in India 

finds itself torn apart from within and 

without.  

• The bubbling of discontent within, 

largely as a result of the rivalry 

between Director and Special Director, 

has spilled over into an ugly, contest 

of allegations and counter-allegations.  

• Thus, the CBI’s credibility depends on 

its personnel’s ability to remain 

committed to good governing 

principles. 

What is the core of the issue? 

• The very origin of the issue is hidden 

in murky bureaucratic obscurity and 

it has been governed by a skeletal 

framework law dating back to 1946.  

• Any reform to its functioning 

happened only because courts 

repeatedly poked, prodded, and 

pushed governments into doing it.  

• Even so, “reforms” have been half-

hearted and sometimes couched in 

bad faith. 

• The multiple attempts to shield high-

level bureaucrats from CBI enquiry 

through the insertion of a provision 

mandating sanction from the 

government even before an enquiry is 

begun are witness to this. 

• Politicization of the CBI: The courts 

have tried, over the years, to insulate 

the CBI from such partisan political 

interference, but to little avail.  

• Whether in empowering the CVC to 

oversee the CBI’s functioning or 

introducing an element of 

bipartisanship into the appointment 

process, the courts’ well-intentioned 

moves and suggestions have been set 

at nought by successive 

administrations. 

• Union governments have often used 

the threat of the CBI to get state 

leaders to fall in line, especially when 

they enjoy a full majority in 

Parliament.  

• However, what sometimes goes unsaid 

is that the popularity of the CBI can 

be partly attributed to the dysfunction 

among the state police across the 

nation.  

• The cause for the CBI’s current state 

is also emblematic of the larger 

dysfunction of the police force. 

• The CBI has no independent cadre of 

officers to staff it and it depends on 

police officers from state cadres to 

serve on deputation.  

• It is still woefully lacking in the 

necessary forensic capabilities and 

subject matter expertise required to 

crack the kinds of cases that are 

referred to it. 
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• The CBI’s record on all politically 

sensitive and cooruption matters has 

been patchy, at best.  

• The acquittal of all the accused in the 

high-profile 2G scam should have 

prompted much soul-searching and 

inquiry into what went wrong.  

What can be done? 

• In this crisis lies an opportunity to 

create a better investigative agency,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one that can be trusted to function in 

a competent and constitutional 

manner;  

• It should work free of political 

interference and is bound only by a 

strong law to govern its functioning 

and inspire confidence in its abilities 

and impartiality to investigate and 

prosecute high profile offences.  

 

***** 


