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1. Day Zero 

What is the issue? 

 According to recent surveys, ―Day 

Zero,‖ a day without water, is an 

eventuality in Cape Town, South 

Africa. 

 It is also a very real possibility facing 

at least one major city in India—

Bengaluru.  

What is the situation in Cape Town? 

 Cape Town faces one of worst water 

crises of the world. 

 Following this, they have adopted 

strict water conservation such as 

limiting per person water 

consumption to 50 litres per day. 

 Yet they has succeeded in postponing 

―Day Zero‖ from April to only July of 

this year. 

 If the rains expected in May are 

insufficient, residents of Cape Town 

might have to line up at public 

standposts to collect water.  

 No such constraints have been placed 

on the residents of Bengaluru yet or 

on other Indian cities facing a similar 

prospect.  

What is the situation in Bengaluru? 

 Bengaluru has grown from a 

population of 45 lakh in 1991 spread 

over 226 sq km to 1.35 crore today 

spread over almost 800 sq km.  

 Yet its growth has not been 

accompanied by measures to conserve 

water. 

 No steps have been taken to ensure 

that wasteful consumption is 

penalised and minimised, and that 

existing water sources, like the once 

abundant tanks, are preserved.  

 Bengaluru has depended on water 

from the Kaveri river and the 

Karnataka government has used its 

thirst for water as a reason to demand 

a greater share of the Kaveri water.  

Does the crisis equally affect everyone? 

 It reminds us that the way a public 

resource is consumed exposes the 

essential inequity in our societies.  

 As in Cape Town, only the poor in 

Indian cities are faced with a constant 

―Day Zero‖ as they spend hours every 

day waiting for water, paying for 

water, and finding ways to stretch the 

minimal quantity that they somehow 

get.  

 For the rich, water flows out of taps, 

is pumped up to overhead tanks, and 

is available to use. 

 The price they pay is not an adequate 

deterrent to save.  

What are the problems in Agriculture 

sector? 
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 Since the 1960s, with the advent of 

the green revolution, water demand 

has grown. 

 But surface irrigation has not kept 

pace.  

 As a result, groundwater sources are 

critically depleted in many parts of the 

country.  

 A crisis looms each time the rains fail.  

What should be done? 

 Apart from water shortages and the 

inherently inequitable system of 

consumption and distribution, there 

is a larger crisis of how water is used 

and conserved. 

 Both authorities and citizens tend to 

live under the delusion that somehow, 

every year, the rains will save us. 

 And if the rains fail, we sit back and 

blame global warming and climate 

change, failing to comprehend the 

importance of conservation. 

 The way water is used, or wasted, is 

as good a test as any to judge the 

extent to which a society is socially 

just and environmentally sustainable.  

 India, as it functions today, would 

score a zero. 

2. Open Defecation in Rural India, 

2015–16 

Why in news? 

The Government of India’s NFHS–4 offers the best 

new data on open defecation in rural India. 

 

What are the findings? 

 Although open defecation has become less 

common than it was 10 years ago, it is still 

highly prevalent. 

 More than half of rural households reporting 

open defecation.  

 Although households are more likely to report 

latrine or toilet use than before, change has 

been slow, and familiar regional patterns 

remain. 

 Prevalence of Open Defecation 

 Open defecation has been almost eliminated 

from Bangladesh and has recently declined 

rapidly in Nepal. 

 

 The SQUAT survey focused on four states 

(Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Uttar 

Pradesh) because they represent over 40% of 

India’s rural population. 

 It is also because the fraction of households 

that did not have a toilet or latrine in each of 

these states was around 80% in the 2011 

Census.  

 The NFHS–4 finds that open defecation 

remains very high—above 70%—in the rural 

areas of the above states. 
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What are the impacts of SBM? 

 The 23-month span of the NFHS–4 occurred 

within the first half of the SBM.  

 The rate of decline in open defecation in the 

time period has been a negative slope, of about 

1.8% points per year.  

 To meet the SBM’s 2019 goal, the decline in 

open defecation from 2015 to 2016 would have 

needed to be 13% points per year.  

 Within the four SQUAT focus states, the actual 

decline was about 7% points 

 It should have needed to be greater than 17% 

points per year.  

 Although the rate of decline is slower than 

what would be needed to meet the SBM, if this 

pace of decline indeed represents a change in 

individual-level behaviour (rather than 

household ownership), it would nevertheless 

be an important improvement. 

3. Trajectory of Trade war 

Why in news? 

 United States (US) President recently 

announced his plan to impose a 25% import 

tariff on steel and a 10% import tariff on 

aluminium, both on grounds of ―national 

security‖ 

What is the reason? 

 It has been widely expected to provoke a trade 

war.  

 This move could result in deep recession in the 

world economy, which would, no doubt, 

exacerbate the already tense geopolitical 

strains.  

 It was justified by saying that many small 

countries had in the past ―destroyed‖ the 

aluminium and steel industries of the US due 

to lax tariffs. 

How will it affect US? 

 The import tariff would affect US’ domestic 

industries the most. 

 The costs of production of the automotive, 

aerospace, construction, machinery, and many 

other steel and/or aluminium-based industries 

will be affected and, this in turn, will affect 

their international competitiveness.  

 Such an imposition would also alienate US’ 

main ―security‖ allies—Germany, France, 

Japan, Canada, and South Korea.  

What was the fallout? 

 An early response to the tariff imposition came 

from the European Union (EU) and from the 

US’s trade partners in the North American 

Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), Canada and 

Mexico.  

 EU trade commissioner hinted that the EU 

would legally challenge the imposition in the 

World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Dispute 

Settlement Body and also impose WTO-

compatible retaliatory import tariffs on a list of 

US products as a counter-measure. 

 Trump was quick to suggest that the US will 

then hit back on European cars.  



 
 

 

 

 www.shankariasacademy.com   |   www.iasparliament.com  

 

13 

 Canada and Mexico asked for exemptions from 

the import tariffs. 

 But US reportedly told their representatives 

that these will be granted only if they agree to 

US demands in the ongoing NAFTA 

renegotiation.  

 This is seen as similar to the Smoot–Hawley 

Tariff Act of June 1930, which raised import 

tariffs on some 20,000 goods provoking 

retaliatory tariffs by major US trading 

partners, leading to a severe trade war, the 

contraction of world trade, and exacerbation of 

the Great Depression. 

4. Simultaneous Elections 

What is the issue? 

The proposal for introducing simultaneous 

elections has been circulated around in the 

recent times.  

Are the justifications valid? 

 Administrative Convenience - If 

elections are taking place in Gujarat, 

the ECI would need to mobilise 

electoral machinery only in that state 

and it would not disturb the 

administration in other states.  

 The movement of paramilitary forces 

can only become easier if elections are 

staggered.  

 Official Expenditure - Expenditure 

argument implies that because 

elections are an expensive business, 

minimisation should be followed not 

just as far as the costs are concerned, 

but in the enterprise of elections 

themselves.  

 In a huge country like India, elections 

are bound to be expensive, 

particularly as they become more 

competitive.  

 The effort to make elections more and 

more flawless and efficient would 

always add to the expenses. 

 Constant Election Mode – It is argued 

that the staggered elections mean that 

the country is constantly in an 

election mode and leaders of parties 

are busy in campaigns.  

 But, it applies only to the few national 

parties who contest elections in most 

states.  

 It does not apply to the majority of 

parties, which are limited to a state or 

two.  

 Even this problem exists mainly 

because these parties are highly 

centralised and unable to leave the 

state elections to state leaders. 

 If these parties had robust federalised 

structures, they would leave the 

routine campaigning to their state 

leaders. 

 Code of Conduct – It is also argued 

that routine administration is 

disrupted due to the code of conduct.  

 The parties need not have to make 

announcements that may come under 

the purview of the code of conduct 

only when elections are around the 

corner. 

 Besides, the code of conduct and 

electoral malpractices are issues that 

are badly regulated because of the 

intransigence of political parties and 

not because of the electoral system.  

What were the NITI Aayog proposals? 

 NITI Aayog proposal made a series of 

proposal to facilitate simultaneous 

elections.  
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 It is proposed that motions of no 

confidence can come only with the 

proposal for forming a new 

government. 

 The legislatures would otherwise have 

fixed five-year terms. 

 If new government becomes 

impossible, President’s Rule would be 

imposed in the state; alternatively. 

 If elections become absolutely 

unavoidable in a state, the new 

assembly would have a limited life. 

What are the faults in these proposals? 

 If the legislator’s right to move a no 

confidence motion is curtailed, 

nothing would remain to ensure the 

accountability and answerability in a 

parliamentary system of government.  

 By artificially enforcing simultaneity 

of elections on the states, the measure 

violates the principle of federalism.  

 The controversial ―President’s Rule‖ is 

also brought in the name of stability, 

thus favouring national parties. 

 Simultaneous elections would also 

mean the flattening of the debate over 

specific issues at state level. This can 

mute the voices of the marginalised 

sections and obstruct the rise of 

newer elites. 

5. Border Haats 

What is the issue? 

The governments of India, Bangladesh and 

Myanmar, have introduced ―border haats‖  to 

facilitate cross-border trade. 

What is the economic condition of North-

Eastern Region (NER)? 

 The north-eastern states are landlocked and 

are connected to the rest of the country by a 

narrow land corridor of 27 kilometres. 

 It shares more of its borders with other Asian 

countries than with India itself. 

 The structure of the state income of the region 

is characterised by low levels of manufacturing 

and non-governmental activities. 

 This had resulted in a heavy dependence of the 

population on the agriculture sector.  

 Poor infrastructure and governance, along 

with low productivity and market access are 

the major reasons for the lack of development 

of the region.  

 As a result, the state domestic product for the 

region has been consistently lower than the 

national average. 

What are border haats? 

 The existence of a large number of villages 

alongside the border, and the cultural and 

ethnic tie-ups between the people, has given 

rise to informal channels of trade. 

 The ―fencing‖ that has been erected along the 

international border, has resulted in a burden 

on the livelihood of the villagers, in the 

absence of employment opportunities.  

 In order to improve their livelihoods, the 

governments of the border-sharing countries 

of India, Myanmar and Bangladesh have 

introduced the concept of ―border haats.‖ 

 ―Haat‖ means market. Border haats are, thus, 

specially designed marketplaces along the 

border of two countries which aim at 

promoting the well-being of the people 

dwelling in remote areas across the borders. 

 The border haats are managed by Haat 

Management Committees (HMCs).  
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 The committees comprise five members, 

headed by the additional district 

magistrate/subdivisional magistrate of the 

district, and include one representative each 

from the police, customs, border security 

agency, and village-level local government. 

 Those persons residing within a 5 km radius of 

the haat can be vendors, and are allowed to 

trade in commodities produced in India or 

Bangladesh.  

 The commodities sold in the designated border 

haats are exempted from custom duties and 

other duties/taxes levied by the concerned 

authorities of both countries.  

 Each individual is allowed to purchase 

commodities of a quantity considered 

reasonable for personal or family 

consumption. The value of such purchases 

should not be more than the respective local 

currency equivalent of $200 for any particular 

day.  

How effective are the haats? 

 The border haat has been successful in 

improving the economic and social condition 

of the villagers involved as well. 

 It is observed that 90% of the goods sold by 

Indian vendors are sourced from other states 

of India, and mainly consist of fresh fruits, 

garments, cosmetics, and packaged food 

products.  

 Bangladeshi vendors tend to sell low-value 

blacksmith products, sarees, including 

zamdani sarees, dried fish, sweets, readymade 

garments, plastic products, including 

melamine, and bakery products.  

 

 

 

 While there is no mechanism to calculate the 

exact value of transactions, the vendors report 

to the district administration the amount of 

goods sold, with Indian vendors selling goods 

worth ₹0.9 million–₹1.1 million, and 

Bangladeshi vendors selling goods worth ₹0.4 

million– ₹0.5 million on an average per haat 

day. 

6. An Avoidable Health Emergency 

What is the issue? 

The fight against tuberculosis and its 

multidrug-resistant version must be better 

funded and strategised. 
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What is the present condition? 

 According to the World Health 

Organization, out of the 10 million 

global tuberculosis (TB) cases, India 

accounted for 2.8 million in 2016.  

 Of these 140,000 are multidrug-

resistant (MDR) cases. In the same 

year, the disease killed 4,23,000 

patients.  

 The presence of MDR, extensively 

drug resistant (XDR) and totally drug 

resistant (TDR) patients in India 

indicates how overwhelming is the 

spread of TB.  

 The government’s recent data shows 

that over 25% of the total patients are 

drug resistant.  

 The government report does not take 

into account cases being treated in 

the private sector or those not 

diagnosed and not notified. 

 While it mainly affects the poor, there 

are growing cases of different forms of 

the disease afflicting the urban middle 

class.  

 This is partly due to the increasing 

burden of diabetes and other non-

communicable diseases that weaken 

immunity. 

What are the reasons for the poor 

performance? 

 The inhuman socio-economic fallout 

of the disease, especially on the poor, 

as well as the social stigma that 

prevents early detection and cure has 

been well-documented.  

 The Revised National TB Control 

Programme has design and 

implementation flaws.  

 While the six-month directly observed 

treatment short course (DOTS) 

remains its cornerstone, the 

implementation of this programme is 

affected by problems like shortage of 

staff and medicines.  

 It is also not properly integrated into 

the public health system.  

 As a result, a large percentage of 

patients are unaware of the RNTCP’s 

free diagnostic and treatment facilities 

and instead turn to the private sector.  

 In fact, 60% of TB care is in the hands 

of private practitioners. 

 Faulty diagnoses and arbitrary use of 

antibiotics and drugs, apart from 

interrupted treatment, are among the 

major factors responsible for the rise 

of MDR and XDR cases. 

What should be done? 

 The strategy should be to deal with 

differences within not only the 

country, but also regions in terms of 

infrastructure and socio-economic 

factors, rather than insisting on 

standard diagnosis and treatment.  

 A heavy reliance on the age-old 

diagnostic sputum test is another 

area that needs to be revisited.  

 Medical experts point to the 

GeneXpert (molecular test) as the first 

test that should be used to detect the 

deadly bacteria. 

 The active engagement of community 

health workers in increasing 

awareness and early detection of the 

disease is another suggestion that the 

government needs to heed.  

 More significantly, children in the 

affected households need to be tested 
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and treated in order to check the 

rampant spread of the infectious 

illness.  

 The susceptibility of other patient 

populations like diabetics and those 

with HIV also need to be addressed 

urgently.  

 The most primary and poignant 

reasons for the spread of the disease 

remain malnutrition and poverty.  

 Those patients who can avail of the 

DOTS treatment need to be supported 

by good nutrition for the treatment to 

be effective. 

 Non-medical factors like rapid and 

unplanned urbanisation that leads to 

congestion and sanitation problems. 

 India needs to increase resource 

allocation for healthcare in general 

and the fight against TB in particular.  

 It must also allow Indian generic 

manufacturers to produce affordable 

versions of the two essential drugs for 

MDR TB patients. 

7. Land Acquisition - A Story from 

Punjab 

What is the issue? 

No project has been initiated on the acquired land in 

Barnala after 10 years. 

How was the land acquired? 

 In May 2005, the Government of Punjab 

issued notifications to 125 farmers for 

acquiring 376 acres of land from three villages 

in Barnala district for the Tridentgroup in 

order to establish a sugar mill. 

 The process was met with stiff resistance by 

the farmers right from the beginning.  

 A majority of the farmers did not want to 

dispense with their ancestral land.  

 The administration disconnected tube well 

connections on the acquired land, and 

destroyed or blocked all paths approaching the 

fields.  

 The farmers were restricted from entering 

their own fields. 

 Company officials cordoned the fields with a 

concrete wall from two sides and a thorn hedge 

on the third side. 

 The entire agitation was organised under the 

leadership of the BKU–Ugrahan.  

 Aan agreement was made with the state 

government.  

 But, the compensation was not released. 

 Ultimately in March 2008, under intense 

pressure from the BKU, the state released 

compensation. 

What are the fall-outs? 

 The high-handed manner in which land 

acquisition was carried out in Barnala district 

is in conformity with the Land Acquisition Act, 

1894.  

 Land Pricing - Estimating the adequate 

market value for agricultural land is difficult 

because the market price of land is generally 

much lower than its shadow price.  

 Farmers expressed their displeasure that while 

compensation was awarded for agricultural 

land use. 

 Alternate livelihood - Lack of adequate 

human capital formation has kept them away 

from new emerging employment 

opportunities. 

 Uncertainities - The farming community in 

any case has been under immense stress due to 

increasing uncertainties in agricultural and 

social practices.  
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 Owning land in the same village was beyond 

their reach as prices soared with the sudden 

increase in demand.  

 A majority of the affected farmers purchased 

land in other villages where they have to travel 

5–25 kilometres daily to cultivate the fields.  

 Besides all these, the inferences drawn out of 

the field observations and synthesis of affected 

farmers’ perspective clearly indicate that as no 

project is initiated on the acquired land after 

10 years. 

What should be done? 

 The Supreme Court’s judgment in August 2016 

ordered to return the acquired land to farmers 

with compensation in Singur, West Bengal. 

 The land acquisition in Barnala district of 

Punjab should be cancelled by the Supreme 

Court taking suo motu cognisance on the 

pattern of the Singur case. 

8. Postponement of ILC 

Why in news? 

Without giving any reason, the 47th Indian 

Labour Conference (ILC) scheduled was 

indefinitely postponed by the government. 

What is the significance of ILC? 

 The first ILC was held in 1942 and 

was envisaged to bring workers’ and 

employers’ representatives together to 

help in the World War II allied efforts.  

 It is the highest and most important 

tripartite body consisting of 

representatives of unions, employers 

and state and central governments.  

 It is routinely inaugurated by the 

incumbent Prime Minister. 

 The ILC platform is used by both 

trade unionists and employers’ 

representatives to draw the 

government’s attention to issues of 

relevance. 

What are the challenges faced by labors? 

 The fixed term employment move will 

allow all sectors to hire workers for 

specific projects on contract.  

 This could lead to vast sections of 

workers becoming contract employees.  

 Several state governments have made 

amendments to labour laws that have 

invariably led to job security being 

compromised. 

 In addition, the Code on Wages Bill, 

2017 was introduced in the Lok 

Sabha, in which the state 

governments have been permitted to 

arrive at a minimum wage separately.  

 There are also other long pending 

issues regarding the ending of 

contractual employment in work of a 

perennial nature and divestment of 

public sector companies. 

What will be the impact? 

 The agenda that was drawn up for the 

postponed ILC also covered critical 

issues of employment generation, 

labour law amendments (termed 

labour law reforms by the 

government) and universal social 

security cover for all workers.  

 The government is refusing to address 

these issues by indefinitely 

postponing the Indian Labour 

Conference. 
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 The cancellation of the conference is 

especially significant given that it was 

being held after a gap of two years. 

9. India & U.S in Maldives 

What is the issue? 

The US and India are looking to intervene in 

Maldives’ political crisis as a part of their 

long-term plan to have unrestrained control 

over the Indian Ocean. 

What is the situation in Maldives? 

 In February, Maldivian President 

declared a 15-day state of emergency 

suspending democratic rights in the 

archipelago. 

 Two Supreme Court judges who had 

ordered the release of opposition 

members of Parliament were also 

arrested. 

 The reason for this is, with the 

defectors from the ruling party being 

exonerated by the Court, the present 

government would have fallen for 

failure to obtain a majority. 

Why didn’t India intervene? 

 In 1988, the Indian armed forces 

helped thwart an attempted coup 

against the then authoritarian 

government in the Maldives. 

 Since India is aiming to become a 

super power in the region, it was 

expected that India will intervene in 

the present crisis. 

 Indian media have been reporting that 

India’s armed forces are ready for 

―deployment at short notice.‖  

 Sections of the media have even been 

calling for coercive diplomacy, if not 

military intervention. 

 But Beijing has made it clear that New 

Delhi has no right to meddle in 

Maldives’ internal affairs and violate 

the archipelago’s sovereignty.  

 Moreover, even as the US and Britain 

will back India, military intervention 

would undermine the credibility of 

India’s claim to maintaining ―strategic 

autonomy‖ vis-à-vis the US.  

Why are India and U.S interested? 

 Maldives happens to be close to the 

shipping lanes through which a large 

part of the oil destined for the Indian, 

Japanese, Chinese and other East 

and South-eastern Asian economies 

passes. 

 Also much of the manufactured goods 

exports of these economies make their 

way via these sea lanes to West Asia, 

Africa, and Europe.  

 But the real reason why the countries 

are interested is to counter Chinese 

influence. 

 Malé decided to participate in China’s 

One Belt, One Road infrastructure 

project, and has also entered into a 

free trade agreement with China. 

10. Farmers March 

Why in news? 

Nearly 40,000 farmers took a march into 

Mumbai city. 

What is the present condition? 
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 The present Maharashtra government 

inherited the deepening farm crisis in 

the state.  

 The crisis had reached its peak in 

2016–17 due to demonetisation and 

GST that adversely affected the farm 

sector.  

 In 2017 when crop prices crashed to 

historic lows, the state government 

announced a partial loan waiver 

amounting to ₹ 30,000 crore and a 

partial review of the minimum support 

price (MSP) for farm produce.  

 However, a year later, as a majority of 

crop prices continued to remain 

defated. 

What was the significance of the march? 

 They had walked 180 kilometres from 

Nashik to Mumbai.  

 This was to take the Government of 

Maharashtra to task on its unfulfilled 

promises.  

 It was dominated by the poorest of 

farmers, Adivasi cultivators.  

 The marchers chose to conduct 

themselves in a way that did not 

cause any disruption to the city.  

 The farmers demanded for an 

unconditional loan waiver, irrigation 

facilities, and land rights.  

 The state government accepted all 

demands of the movement that are 

estimated to cost the state exchequer 

another ₹ 10,000 crore. 

What should be done? 

 Loan waivers only enable debt-ridden 

farmers to stay afloat by erasing their 

outstanding credit and allowing them 

to borrow anew for the upcoming crop 

cycle.  

 The farm incomes in the state have 

been unviable for a long time now.  

 This has to do with rising input costs 

and falling output prices, inequitable 

access to water resources and 

technological inputs, increasing and 

intensive cultivation of cash crops and 

a corresponding decline in 

productivity.  

 These factors are further exacerbated 

by the vagaries of the monsoon and 

international markets. 

 The overwhelming participation of 

Adivasi cultivators was to demand the 

implementation of the Scheduled 

Tribes and Other Traditional Forest 

Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 

Act, 2006.  

 This requires speedy approval to the 

many pending applications for 

individual and community forest 

rights to own/cultivate forestland and 

manage its resources.  

 Such a situation exists despite 

Maharashtra being one of the top 

performing states with regard to the 

implementation of the law. 

 So loan waivers are, at the best, only 

a stopgap measure. 

 M S Swaminathan, as part of the 

National Commission on Farmers 

(2004–06) has also asserted the 

inefficacy of loan waivers in arresting 

farm distress.  

 Instead, he suggests the state should 

intervene in technology, trade, and 

training of farmers for economically 

and ecologically-sustainable farming. 


