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IDSA – JANUARY 2019 

 

1. GREAT POWER RIVALRY 

REACHES AFRICA 

Why in news? 

In response to a new geo-strategic 

competition by China and Russia, the US 

has recently devised a new „Africa strategy‟. 

What is the existence of China and 

Russia in Africa? 

China -China has expanded its economic 

interests in Africa even as the US and 

European countries pulled back from the 

continent.  

 During the last one decade, China has 

become the largest trading partner of 

Africa.  

 In 2017, China established its first 

overseas military base in Djibouti.  

 The Chinese military base is in close 

vicinity of the US base in Djibouti 

which had been established earlier to 

aid counter terror operations in Africa. 

 Russia - Russia‟s presence in the 

continent, which was dormant after 

World War II, now extends from the 

Central African Republic (CAR) to 

Eritrea. 

 Russia also seeks to increase its 

influence in Africa by advancing 

political and economic relationships 

with little regard for the rule of law or 

accountable and transparent 

governance.  

What are the concerns created by China 

and Russia in Africa? 

 In Africa the greatest threat is not 

from poverty or Islamic extremism but 

from the expansionist policies of 

China and Russia.  

 It is alleged that China is using 

bribes, opaque agreements and the 

strategic use of debt to make African 

states comply with its wishes and 

demands.  

 China‟s ultimate goal of using its 

predatory influence over Africa to 

advance its global dominance would 

ultimately leave the continent in a far 

worse shape.  

 USA accuses these countries of 

deliberately and aggressively targeting 

investments in the continent to gain a 

competitive advantage over the United 

States.  

What is USA’s new Africa Strategy all 

about? 

 The US is now trying to counter China 

through various means and in various 

regions, one of the largest battle 

grounds is likely to be Africa.  

 This has led to the Trump 

administration‟s framing of a new 

Africa strategy whereby it plans to 

give more attention to the African 

continent.  

 The new strategy is expected to bring 

new jobs to America by increasing 
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trade with Africa, which, in turn, 

would also be beneficial for the 

African people.  

 Under its new Africa Strategy, the US 

now also wants to re-evaluate its 

engagement in UN peacekeeping 

operations in the continent and 

discontinue the ineffective ones.  

 It also says that America would no 

longer provide indiscriminate 

assistance to all African countries. 

 Instead, it would select its partners on 

the basis of their voting patterns in 

the United Nations.  

 The new US strategy, to a large 

measure, is also designed to counter 

growing Chinese influence on the 

continent.  

 US International Development 

Finance Corporation (IDFC) with a 

funding of $ 60 billion.  

 This would provide loan and risk 

insurance to American companies to 

make it easier for them to invest in 

Africa.  

 The US also wants African nations to 

take ownership over peace and 

security in their neighborhood.  

What is the way forward?  

 The United States finds its position 

increasingly challenged by China and 

Russia, this rivalry now threatens to 

engulf the continent of Africa as well.  

 African nations need sufficient 

stability to attract foreign investment, 

which they are incapable of achieving 

in the near future on their own.  

 Also, many African leaders who are 

perceived to be corrupt prefer Chinese 

economic assistance as it does not 

ask uncomfortable questions about 

the rule of law, democracy and human 

rights.  

 US has limited resources to compete 

with the tens of billions of dollars that 

China is pouring into Africa. 

 With earlier experiences it is clear that 

USA‟s similar approach in the case of 

Iraq and Afghanistan was not fruitful.  

 In this situation, it is not very clear 

how effective America‟s new strategy 

would be in Africa in containing 

China.  

 But it has definitely made African 

people worried that their continent 

might be used to advance the agenda 

of major global powers. 

2. TURKEY TREADS A FINE LINE 

IN SYRIA 

What is the issue? 

US administration‟s decision to withdraw its 

troops from Syria received a euphoric 

response in Turkey.  

What is the brief history of Syrian 

conflict? 

 In 2011, the wave of Arab Spring 

protests emerged against Middle East 

dictators, which was also spread to 

Syria. 

 The then president Bashar Hafez al-

Assad decided to emulate his father, 

Hafez, and try to tamp down the 

protests through the use of force.  
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 The goal was to turn the broad-based 

protest movement from a political 

struggle which Assad‟s unpopular 

regime was bound to lose into a 

military one. 

 The grim way of implementing this 

plan, slaughtering protestors en 

masse until they were forced to pick 

up arms in self-defense, got Assad the 

war he wanted.  

 Following this defectors from Assad‟s 

regime formed an organized militia 

called the Free Syrian Army to protect 

protesters and strike back at Assad.  

 By 2012, the Syrian uprising had 

devolved into a full-blown civil war 

pitting the FSA and other assorted 

rebel groups against Assad and his 

supporters. 

Who are the major stake holders of the 

Syrian civil war?  

 The Assad regime -Syrian president 

Bashar al-Assad is backed by Russian 

and Iranian forces. 

 His aim is to consolidate his position 

in the west of the country, eliminating 

the last pockets of resistance, and 

then expand his control eastwards.  

 Use of chemical weapons appears to 

reflect a desire to achieve this at 

minimal cost by spreading terror.  

 Russia -For Vladimir Putin, the 

struggle in Syria is emblematic of the 

central theme of his rule, the 

restoration of Russia as a great power, 

whose views and interests in the 

Middle East and beyond have to be 

taken into account 

 Iran - It sees Syria as an essential 

buffer zone, the fall of Assad and the 

rise of a Sunni regime would be a 

strategic nightmare for them.  

 Iran uses Syria to convey weapons 

and other goods to its proxy militias 

and allies, most notably Hezbollah in 

Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza.  

 In return, Assad's regime gets military 

and political assistance from Tehran. 

 That puts Tehran in a position to pose 

a serious threat against Israel, which 

serves as insurance from Israeli 

attack.  

 Iranian leaders saw the revolt against 

Assad as a threat not just to him but 

also to them.  

 In 2012, Iran responded by sending in 

Hezbollah to fight on Assad's side, an 

intervention that played an important 

role in Assad‟s campaign against the 

rebels. 

 Israel -Iran‟s gain in Syria is very 

much Israel‟s loss. Israel is 

determined to disrupt Iranian lines of 

communication, control and supply to 

Hezbollah and keep Iranian-run 

militias well back from the line of 

separation at the Israeli-occupied 

Golan Heights.  

 United States -The mantra of the 

Trump administration is that it is only 

in Syria to fight Isis.  

 Policing the use of chemical weapons 

with airstrikes is portrayed as an 
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exceptional responsibility, driven by a 

national interest in non-proliferation.  

 US military extends his support for 

theSyrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 

and for Kurdish Democratic Union 

Party (PYD) and its armed wing the 

People‟s Protection Unit (YPG).  

 United Kingdom - The UK sees its 

role as a partner in the anti-Isis 

coalition and sees its participation in 

strikes as an international non-

proliferation responsibility, and part 

of the price of being a permanent 

member of the UN Security Council.  

 France -Emmanuel Macron has taken 

a particularly strong line on punishing 

chemical weapons use, and like the 

UK, France sees participation in such 

strikes as part of the burden of 

retaining its major power status, by 

policing non-proliferation norms.  

 Paris also sees the anti-Isis fight as 

being a national security imperative, 

given that it has been one of Isis‟s 

principal targets. 

 Turkey -Turkey supports the Assad 

regime and the Free Syrian Army 

(FSA). 

 Turkey considers the Syrian 

Democratic Forces, the official military 

wing of Syrian Kurdistan, an offshoot 

of the Kurdistan Workers‟ Party. 

 The Kurdistan Workers‟ Party is, 

indeed, deemed a terrorist group by 

Turkey and the U.S. 

 Turkey sees an autonomous, militarily 

powerful Kurdistan on the Syrian side 

of the border as a threat to its 

territorial integrity. 

 Saudi -Since the Iraq War, and maybe 

earlier, the oil-rich Sunni Arab states 

along the Persian Gulf particularly 

Saudi Arabia, the largest and 

strongest had been embroiled in a sort 

of cold war with Iran, a Shiite 

theocracy.  

 Both sides wish to steer the political 

course of the Middle East, and see the 

other as a fundamental threat to their 

security. 

 So when Assad began to teeter, the 

Gulf States saw an opportunity to 

unseat one of Iran's principal allies 

and started sending arms to the 

Syrian rebels.  

 The Syrian conflict thus became more 

than just a civil war: It became a 

proxy fight between Iran and 

America‟s Gulf allies, whose outcome 

was of vital significance for both sides. 

 It also quickly became a proxy 

standoff between Washington and 

Moscow. 
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What is the issue with position of USA in 

Syria? 

 US recently announced the troops 

would leave the war-torn country after 

the Islamic State is beaten. 

 US also claims for the protection its 

war allies like Kurds. 

 This contradicts with Trump‟s 

insistence that the withdrawal would 

be immediate and without any pre-

conditions. 

 Turkish Administration refused to 

USA‟s suggestions for an orderly exit 

and the plan to protect the Syrian 

Kurds. 

 Its President has announced the 

withdrawal. But it cannot just exit 

Syria without considering the existing 

geopolitical equations in the region.  

 US administration have held talks 

with the stakeholders, including 

Turkey, Russia and Kurds, before 

taking a decision. 

What are the interests of Turkey in 

Syria?  

 For Turkey, the Kurdish question is 

critical. It is more agreeable to the 

Iran and Syrian regime‟s position on 

the Kurds because it sees any 

legalization of Kurdish control in 

northern Syria as detrimental to 

Turkish national security.  

 Turkey wants an immediate end to 

Kurdish control in northern Syria, 

and instead prefers a larger role for 

the FSA which is dominated by 

Turkmen and Sunni Arabs.  

 This is, however, not acceptable to 

either Russia or Iran, which favor the 

Assad regime to take control of areas 

vacated by the US troops. 

 Turkey cannot proceed on its planned 

“East of the Euphrates” operation due 

to the Russian opposition and the 

likelihood of clashes with Syrian 

regime forces as well as with the SDF.  

How USA’s decision favors Turkey?  

 Turkey was limited by U.S. presence 

in the Kurdish-populated region in 

pursuing its own military options. 

 It is highly likely that Turkey could 

attack the Kurds as soon as the U.S. 

troops leave.  

 The Russian and Iranian positions in 

Syria have gained a significant boost 

due to Trump‟s decision to withdraw 

US forces.  
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 Bashar al-Assad‟s position has also 

become stronger. Both Russia and 

Iran support Assad‟s position that the 

entire Syrian territory should come 

under his control before any political 

process can start.  

What lies ahead?  

 The emerging scenario in northern 

Syria due to the planned US military 

withdrawal is yet to become 

completely clear.  

 While Syrian Kurds seem to have lost 

a crucial supporter in the US, they 

might move closer to Russia.  

 In such a scenario, and if they seek a 

political solution within the 

framework of the Astana process, it is 

unlikely that Ankara will be allowed to 

take control of the areas vacated by 

the US.  

 Erdogan is well aware of the emerging 

dynamics and is treading a fine line 

between managing relations with the 

US, Turkey‟s perceived security 

threats and Russian concerns over 

the Syrian peace process. 

3. THE NEW SAUDI INITIATIVE  

Why in news? 

Costal countries of the Red Sea and the Gulf 

of Aden has decided to establish a new entity 

in the region. 

What is the new entity all about? 

 A meeting of the foreign ministers and 

representatives of seven coastal 

countries of the Red Sea and the Gulf 

of Aden – Saudi Arabia, Yemen, 

Jordan, Egypt, Sudan, Djibouti and 

Somalia – was held in December 2018 

in Riyadh.  

 An extremely significant outcome of 

the meeting was the decision to 

establish a new entity in the region 

the Arab and African Coastal States of 

the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden 

(AARSGA). 

 It aims to coordinate and cooperate on 

political, economic, security, cultural 

and environmental issues. 

 Concerned about long strides taken 

by the rivals in the region, Saudi 

Arabia seems to have come up with 

the idea of establishing a new regional 

entity to protect and promote its 

national interests.     

What are the interests of Saudi Arabia in 

this region?  

 The region on the western side of the 

Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden is 

critically important for Saudi Arabia.  

 In recent years, Riyadh has made 

conscious efforts to engage with the 

countries of this region. Saudi Arabia 

recently mediated between Ethiopia 

and Eritrea, ending a decades old 

conflict.  

 It has good ties with Djibouti where it 

is building a military base. 

Additionally, Riyadh has the financial 

power to provide developmental aid 

and assistance to the African 

countries. 

 Saudi Arabia‟s outreach to the African 

side of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden 
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is driven by its desire for security in 

these waters including safety of the 

sea lines of communications (SLOCs) 

in view of threat from piracy and 

terrorism.  

 At the same time, the growing 

influence of its regional adversaries 

such as Turkey, Qatar and Iran in the 

region has also emerged as a key 

strategic challenge for Riyadh.  

What are the security threats faced by 

Saudi?   

 Saudi Arabia has major ports along its 

Red Sea coast, which are used for 

trade and commerce. 

 The continuing presence of Houthis in 

Yemen close to the waters of the Red 

Sea is therefore an obvious security 

threat for Saudi Arabia.  

 In the face of security challenges 

emanating from Yemen, the safety of 

the SLOCs in the Red Sea, Strait of 

Bab el Mandeb and the Gulf of Aden 

has emerged as an area of priority for 

Riyadh.  

 Saudi Arabia has alleged that Iran has 

been supporting the Houthis by 

providing them with funds, weapons 

and political support, an allegation 

that Iran categorically rejects.  

 Iran has often threatened to close the 

Strait of Hormuz in case of any 

conflict with the Gulf Arabs.  

 Further, as the world‟s top oil 

supplier, and its economy heavily 

dependent on petroleum sector, any 

threat to these choke points would 

directly affect its national economy. 

 Besides, and as stated earlier, a 

number of regional contenders of 

Saudi Arabia have stepped up their 

engagement with the countries in the 

region.  

What is the evolution of geopolitical 

status in the region? 

 Turkey - In recent years, Turkey has 

expanded its relationship with Sudan, 

both countries have signed a number 

of agreements including on security, 

trade and investment.  

 Both countries have also conducted 

joint military exercises and Turkey 

also provides training to the Sudanese 

police officers.  

 Also, in the Gulf of Aden, Turkey has 

a strong presence in Somalia with its 

largest overseas military base located 

in Mogadishu.      

 Qatar - The nation is also 

strengthening ties with Sudan, For 

Sudan, Qatar is the most supportive 

country in the region.  

 Qatar has signed a military agreement 

with Sudan and is a key investor in 

the country.  

 Qatar also enjoys immense goodwill as 

it mediated between Sudan and the 

Darfur rebels.  

 The regional geopolitics is getting 

redefined post the Qatar crisis: Saudi 

Arabia, the United Arab Emirates 

(UAE), Bahrain, Egypt and Jordan on 
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one side, and Qatar, Turkey and Iran 

on the other.  

What is the need for a Saudi led co-

operation?   

 The recent Saudi initiative is an effort 

to build bridges across the Red Sea 

with its western neighborhood as it 

faces compounding challenges in the 

Arabian Peninsula.  

 Saudi military operations in Yemen 

against the Houthi rebels have not 

yielded desired results.  

 Rather, it has faced global criticism as 

it has been accused of causing civilian 

deaths and the ensuing humanitarian 

crisis in the country.  

 The cracks within the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) that began 

with the diplomatic boycott of Qatar in 

June 2017 also continue to widen.  

 The unity of the GCC, the regional 

organization where Saudi Arabia once 

played the most dominant role, is now 

under severe stress.  

 Further, Qatar has been 

strengthening ties with Iran and 

Turkey – two major regional 

challengers of Riyadh. 

 Thus, with the GCC as an 

organization divided, Qatar swiftly 

moving closer to Iran and Turkey, and 

the Houthis fighting stubbornly in 

Yemen, Saudi Arabia is looking 

westward to establish a new regional 

arrangement.  

 The formation and successful 

operationalization of such an entity 

would likely bring a new dimension to 

the geopolitics in the region. 

4. GLOBAL PACT TO ADDRESS 

MIGRATION CRISIS 

Why in news? 

At an intergovernmental conference 164 

nations adopted a pact to manage the global 

migration crisis.  

What is the status of migration across 

globe? 

 The conflicts in West Asia, Africa and 

South America, and the extreme 

violence associated with them have 

forced people to leave their homes and 

seek a haven in foreign countries.  

 In addition, climate change effects 

also contributed to the growing 

number of migrants and refugees.  

 According to the United Nations, 

approximately 258 million migrants 

around the world are living outside 

their country of birth.  

 Out of these, around 68 million are in 

the “forcibly displaced” category, more 

than at any time in the recorded 

history of the modern world.  

 Since 2000, the number of global 

migrants has grown by 49 per cent, 

from 2.8 to 3.4 per cent of the global 

population.  

 The UN data also shows that, since 

then, more than 60,000 migrants 

have lost their lives while on the 

move. 
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What is the need for safeguarding 

migrants?  

 The resentment against migrants has 

intensified across the globe, 

particularly in Europe and the United 

States.  

 Though the global migrant population 

constitutes merely 3.4 per cent of the 

world‟s population, burgeoning 

protests against migrants have 

created a wider perception that 

migrants are threats to national 

economies.  

 The rising tide of resentment in these 

countries has also produced the 

impression that most migrants are 

settled in the developed world whereas 

the reality is otherwise.  

 The developing world hosts more than 

half of the global migrant population 

and that migrants have contributed to 

the development of both sending and 

hosting countries. 

 Against this backdrop, recognizing the 

need for enhanced international 

cooperation and a comprehensive 

approach to the issue of migrants, all 

the 193 members of the UN adopted a 

resolution called New York 

Declaration in September 2016. 

What is the pact all about? 

 The 'Global Compact for Safe, Orderly 

and Regular Migration' is the first, 

intergovernmental agreement 

convened under the auspices of the 

United Nations in Marrakesh. 

 The legally non-binding pact aims to 

promote efforts to strengthen regular 

migration pathways and protect the 

human rights of migrants.  

 Its objectives and commitments 

provide states and international 

agencies a means to coordinate 

migration policies and ensure that 

migration works for all.  

 The resolution demanded the 

protection of the „safety, dignity 

human rights and fundamental 

freedoms of all migrants, regardless of 

their migratory status.‟  

 Combating racism, xenophobia and 

discrimination towards migrants, 

supporting the host countries, and 

developing non-binding principles and 

guidelines for treatment of migrants 

were the other proposals of the 

declaration.  

 In addition, the New York declaration 

recommended two global compacts: a 

global compact on refugees and a 

global compact for safe, orderly and 

regular migration. 

 The final draft, which was agreed to 

by all 193 members of the UN, has 

four sections: vision and guiding 

principles, objectives and 

commitments, implementation, and 

follow up. 

What is the significance of the global 

compact?  

 The Global Compact aims to ensure 

that migration 'works for all' by 
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setting out a common understanding 

and shared responsibilities.  

 It strives to foster international 

cooperation among “all relevant actors 

on migration, acknowledging that no 

State can address migration alone, 

and upholds the sovereignty of States 

and their obligations under 

international law.”  

 Its central principles are people-

centeredness, national sovereignty, 

international cooperation, rule of law 

and sustainable development.  

 The 23 objectives of the Compact seek 

to minimize the factors which force 

people to leave their country, ensure 

legal identity and documentation, 

provide regular pathways, eradicate 

trafficking, and facilitate return and 

readmission of all migrants.  

 Moreover, to achieve these objectives, 

it spelt out 187 actions and many 

commitments. 

What are the challenges before the pact?  

 The most significant challenges before 

the Compact lie in its implementation 

and in the many significant countries 

that have not signed up to it.  

 The refusal of many countries, 

including the United States, Australia 

and Hungary, to adopt the Compact 

corresponds with the rise of populism 

and anti-immigrant sentiments across 

the globe.  

 These countries view the adoption of 

the Compact as an instance of 

surrender of sovereignty.  

 Addressing the gap between reality 

and perception about migration and 

migrants will be a great challenge 

before the Compact in the coming 

years.  

 Finally, the Compact does not talk 

about who will coordinate, monitor 

and fund its implementation.  

 Since member states are responsible 

for implementation, they will have to 

do much more than mere reviews and 

occasional follow up in order to 

achieve the goals of the Compact. 

5. US-TALIBAN PEACE PROCESS 

Why in news? 

US has announced withdrawal of 7000 of its 

14000 troops deployed in Afghanistan. 

What was the USA’s stand on 

Afghanistan? 

 Following the September 11, 2001 

attacks, the US, supported by its 

western allies, invaded Afghanistan 

with the stated aim of dismantling the 

Al Qaeda network, removing Taliban 

from power and creating a viable 

democratic state to deny terrorists a 

base to recruit, train and operate 

from.  

 17 years later, after having spent 

more than a trillion dollars and the 

death of tens of thousands, violence 

continues unabated in an 

inconclusive war in Afghanistan.  

 Unmindful of the violence that 

continues to be unleashed by the 

Taliban to maintain pressure, 
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Washington has initiated the process 

for a dialogue with the terror outfit.  

 

What is USA’s recent stand on 

deployment of troops?  

 USA has abruptly announced the 

withdrawal of 7000 of its 14000 

troops deployed in Afghanistan, 

possibly to convince the Taliban that 

it is serious about withdrawing its 

forces. 

 It is ironical that the US, much 

against its touted principle of no talks 

with terrorists, is now seeking the 

Taliban‟s cooperation to end the war 

and is probably willing to 

accommodate the terror group within 

Afghanistan‟s power structure, giving 

an impression that it is desperate to 

extricate itself.  

 Needless to say, with the 2020 

Presidential elections fast 

approaching, Trump is keen on 

fulfilling his election promise to end 

the war in Afghanistan.  

What is the response of the Taliban in 

this regard?  

 The Taliban has not responded to the 

US announcement of partial 

withdrawal.  

 Instead, in an arrogant message, it 

has warned the US that if it did not 

leave Afghanistan it would meet the 

same fate as the erstwhile Soviet 

Union. 

 The Taliban‟s demands for peace in 

Afghanistan have been that all foreign 

troops must leave, full Islamic law and 

customs must be implemented, and 

the political system must not conflict 

with the Sharia.  

 Diplomatically the Taliban has gained 

international recognition, due to the 

efforts of US, Russia and China to get 

them to the dialogue table.  

How does US’s decision concern’s 

Pakistan?  

 When the Taliban ruled in 

Afghanistan, Pakistan‟s own jihadi 

underground in the madrasa-

dominated regions was vulnerable to 

their influence. 

 Rebellious Pakistani Taliban, safely 

located in northwestern Afghanistan, 

has hurt Pakistan as no one else in 

Afghanistan. 

 Pakistan is scared of what will happen 

if America really quits and 
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Afghanistan returns to its heroin-

sustained warlordism. 

 The Afghan Taliban are winning on a 

daily basis and control half of the 

country. 

 Pakistan considers the 250,000-

strong Afghan army as future Taliban.  

 Pakistan no longer viewed 

Afghanistan as its “strategic depth” 

against India as it posed challenges to 

it in return. 

 Since India has presence in 

Afghanistan after the construction of 

the Chabahar Port in Iran and the 

highway that links it to Kabul. 

 China is the next economic presence 

in Afghanistan after India. 

 Turkey is also eying an opportunity to 

play its role to safeguard the interests 

of Afghanistan‟s Turkmen-Turkic 

community. 

What is the way forward?  

 Some analysts are of the opinion that 

the Pakistan-Russia-China nexus will 

control Afghanistan through 

Pakistan‟s proxy, the Taliban.  

 But once the Taliban consolidates 

itself and prepares itself to launch its 

next phase, they are bound to lose 

control.  

 The Taliban may even attempt to 

establish an Islamic State in Pakistan 

by creating a safe haven for the 

Mujahideen in Pakistan, which can 

then be used as a launching pad for 

the struggle of establishing an Islamic 

system in Pakistan. 

 Since the US has announced its 

partial withdrawal from Afghanistan 

and may probably withdraw 

completely, the responsibility to 

ensure that Afghanistan does not go 

the Jihadi way may fall on Russia.  

 Though China has its security 

establishment in Badakshan Province 

of Afghanistan, it is not clear as to 

how far it will get involved in 

preventing the establishment of a 

terror state. 

 Rather than waiting for the situation 

to deteriorate, it is time to think 

through the implications of the US 

withdrawal from Afghanistan, the 

possibilities of the US initiated Peace 

Talks fructifying, and its responses 

should things go wrong.  

6. PASHTUN-TAHAFUZ MOVEMENT 

Why in news? 

Full-fledged protests in the name of 

Pashtun-Tahafuz Movement is happening in 

Pakistan. 

What is the significance of Pashtuns in 

Pakistan?  

 Pashtun community is the second 

largest ethnic group in Pakistan, 

constituting nearly 15.42 per cent of 

the population.  

 Pashtuns mostly occupy the north-

western part of the country and have 

the second largest representation in 

the Pakistan Army as well.  
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 As an ethnic community straddling 

two sovereign countries Pakistan and 

Afghanistan, Pashtuns share common 

nationalist feelings.  

 Given persistent ethnic and familial 

ties between the Pashtuns in both 

countries and intermittent demand 

from Afghan leaders for a greater 

Afghanistan comprising of the 

Pashtun areas in Pakistan, any 

manifestation of Pashtun nationalism 

in Pakistan is a point of worry for the 

Pakistani authorities, as it is often 

construed as a potentially 

disintegrative development.  

What is Pashtun-Tahafuz Movement? 

 The Af-Pak border region has been in 

turmoil since the days of the Afghan 

jihad, when the Pakistani tribal areas 

along the border hosted the 

mujahedeen fighting the Soviet forces.  

 Post-9/11, the tribal areas again came 

under focus as Al Qaeda terrorists 

and Taliban cadres fleeing 

Afghanistan landed up there forcing 

the Pakistan Army to launch multiple 

operations to either eliminate or flush 

out these elements.  

 In the days since, the whole area 

dominated by the Pashtuns has 

witnessed armed action leading to 

death, deprivation, disappearances 

and large-scale displacement of 

civilian population.  

 The resultant anxieties and concerns 

have naturally flown into the 

movement, and shaped the PTM. 

 The Pashtun Tahafuz Movement 

(PTM), which roughly translates into 

„Movement for Safety and Security of 

the Pashtuns‟.  

 The movement‟s main aim was to 

highlight the plight of the Pashtun 

community. 

What are the political changes happened 

by PTM?  

 The movement led by 

ManzoorPastheen gained lots of 

traction in January 2018 and 

triggered protests in big cities like 

Lahore and Karachi where PTM 

leaders addressed huge public rallies.  

 This was seen as the largest non-

violent protests in Pakistan and thus 

attracted considerable international 

attention.  

 Although there was only sporadic and 

controlled reporting of the movement 

in the Pakistani media, the 

international media covered the issue 

in greater detail.  

 This encouraged PTM members to 

organize more rallies and reiterate 

their demands, which included the 

removal of the draconian Frontier 

Crimes Regulation (FCR), the release 

of missing persons, stopping the 

humiliation of Pashtuns at security 

checkpoints, and removal of 

landmines in the Federally 

Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). 

 The movement became so prominent 

that some analysts in Pakistan as well 
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as outside predicated that it could 

turn into a political party.  

 Riding on the high tides of the PTM, 

Pashtun leaders AlamzebMehsud and 

Ali Wazir fought the general elections 

of 2018 as independent candidates 

and secured their respective seats in 

the parliament.  

What is the reaction of the government in 

this regard?   

 The pressure on the Pakistan 

government was such that it had to 

give in to some of the movement‟s 

demands.  

 It agreed to no longer impose curfews 

in the region and promised to develop 

a mechanism to find the missing 

persons.  

 A new interim regulation placed a 

check on the actions of the security 

forces that previously operated in the 

backdrop of the prevailing lawlessness 

in the region.  

 By over-emphasizing the negative role 

of the Pakistan Army in the region, 

the PTM unwittingly let the movement 

lose steam a few months later.  

 The overuse of the term, „Behind this 

terrorism is the uniformed army‟ by 

PTM protesters irritated the Pakistan 

Army, which, in turn, accused the 

PTM of being a tool of anti-Pakistan 

forces at the regional and 

international levels, alluding to the 

involvement of Indian agencies.  

 

7. BANGLADESH GENERAL 

ELECTIONS 2018 

Why in news? 

Results of Bangladesh general elections was 

announced recently. 

What are the highlights of the election? 

 Violence, compared to previous 

elections, was minimal, with 18 dead 

and 200 injured in clashes that were 

confined to a few constituencies.  

 There was also sporadic violence in 

the run-up to the elections, which 

some critics argued was a tactic 

aimed at forewarning opposition 

supporters to stay away from the vote.  

 The Awami League (AL) gained a 

comfortable majority to rule the 

country for the next five years.  

 The seven seats won by the 

JatiyoOikyo Front (National Unity 

Front) would not be able to provide 

any meaningful opposition. 

What brought AL a huge success?   

 Before the election, the Awami League 

formed what is known as „Mahajot‟ 

(Grand Alliance) with several smaller 

parties that have been its key allies 

since 2008.  

 Though many of them were not very 

happy with the number of seats 

allotted to them as part of the grand 

alliance, they had little choice but to 

remain with the winning group.  

 Unhappy with the small number of 

seats allocated to it, JP had fielded 

145 rebel candidates, although it 
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withdrew them before voting 

commenced.  

 BNP formed a broad based coalition 

with the JatiyoOikyo Front (National 

Unity Front), BNP has already has 

Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI) as an alliance 

partner, a party that earlier stood 

against the liberation of Bangladesh. 

 It is true that both the BNP and the 

Oikyo Front led by Gono Forum 

(Peoples Forum) needed each other to 

form a formidable opposition against 

the ruling party, which is perceived as 

a common enemy by both, not 

surprisingly, their agendas were 

different.  

What are issues with AL’s victory? 

 AL‟s victory creates concerns that an 

opposition-less parliament is not 

conducive for the future of democracy. 

 The Bangladesh Nationalist Party 

(BNP) has significantly weakened as a 

political party in the wake of its 

Chairperson being convicted on 

corruption charges.  

 Interestingly, the AL had more 

number of Islamic parties as part of 

the „Mahajot‟ compared to the BNP, 

which latter is seen as a center right 

party.  

 AL‟s electoral understanding with 

Hefajat-e- Islami – a madrassa based 

ulema coalition which had once 

demanded implementation of the 13-

point radical Islamist agenda in 2013 

made many secularists and minorities 

uncomfortable.  

 The battle lines between the two major 

coalitions were drawn thus: pro-

liberation vs anti-liberation, and 

development vs democracy. 

 Interestingly, this election saw several 

appeals against the rejection of 

candidacy by the returning officers.  

 Most of those rejected approached the 

judiciary and were successful in 

getting relief from the court.  

 Many of the candidates who were 

previously upazilla chairmen and 

resigned from the post to contest the 

election faced a new problem – the 

government refused to accept their 

resignation, thereby preventing them 

from contesting in the election. 

What is the reaction of the opposition on 

election results?  

 The BNP, which did not take part in 

the 2014 election, had to participate 

in this election with the knowledge 

that there will be no level playing field.  

 Non-participation meant that the 

party would lose its registration, so It 

really did not have an alternate 

option.  

 Its strategy was therefore to 

participate and fight for the 

restoration of a caretaker government 

system to conduct elections.  

 Being out of the parliament also 

meant the non-availability of an 

institutional structure through which 

the opposition can engage the 

government. 
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 The opposition, as expected, has 

rejected the election results saying it 

is a „mockery‟ and has demanded 

fresh election under a neutral 

caretaker government.  

What are the challenges before 

Bangladesh’s political structure?  

 Bangladesh is yet to establish an 

Election Commission that is seen as 

neutral and non-partisan and which 

has the confidence of the opposition to 

conduct a neutral and credible 

election.  

 Within the election commission there 

were divisions and disagreements 

between members. 

 The BNP‟s organizational structure is 

in shambles and it is difficult for the 

party to sustain any movement that 

could be long drawn and may lead to 

violence and state reprisal.  

 A vested interest has already been 

created among those who have 

benefited from the AL rule, and it will 

be difficult for the opposition to break 

this.  

 At the moment, agitation politics may 

not succeed against the development 

story that the government has 

successfully weaved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. JAPAN’S STRATEGIC 

CALCULATIONS: CONSTRAINTS 

AND RESPONSES 

What is the issue? 

Emergence of China as a great power in East 

Asian region is compelling Japan to revisit 

its grand strategy.  

What are the concerns before Japan? 

 East Asia hosts three of the top ten 

nations in terms of military 

expenditure, nuclear powers including 

China, Russia and North Korea, geo-

political hotspots, and differing 

political systems.  

 The region is far from reconciliation 

given its emotive history and 

intensifying anti-Japanese 

nationalism.  

 Japan‟s political elites have 

consistently argued that Tokyo is 

navigating the most severe security 

environment in its post-War history 

given the advances in North Korea‟s 

nuclear and missile program and 

Chinese maritime assertiveness in the 

East China Sea.  

 Japan is consequently worried about 

the possible emergence of a Sino-

centric regional order.  

 The regional dynamics in East Asia is 

complicated by the emergence of a 

“dual hierarchy” with the security 

sphere being led by the US and the 

economic domain by China.  
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 Japan has been operating in a 

difficult geopolitical environment for 

some years now.  

What are the challenges of US 

administration before Japan?  

 The alliance management and hedging 

against US abandonment under 

President Trump‟s insular „America 

First‟ approach while managing the 

geopolitical and geo-economic 

challenges, is testing Tokyo‟s policy 

choices.  

 Despite Japan administration‟s efforts 

to keep the US–Japan partnership on 

an even keel, there are considerable 

concerns on USA‟s policy choices 

adversely affect Japan‟s national 

security interests.  

 One example is Trump‟s 

denuclearization negotiations with 

North Korea.  

 While geopolitically, the US and Japan 

have aligned their Free and Open 

Indo-Pacific Vision, geo-economically, 

there are deep fault lines.  

 For instance, Japan was perplexed by 

Trump‟s lack of appreciation for the 

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) as a 

strategic tool designed to advance US 

leadership in the Asia Pacific by 

offsetting China‟s growing influence 

through the bolstering of alliances 

and strategic partnerships. 

 Trump‟s economic nationalism, 

preference for protectionism over 

globalization, and bilateralism over 

multilateral trade frameworks have 

created space for China to emerge as 

a champion of free trade.  

 Moreover, Trump‟s withdrawal from 

TPP has had adverse effects on 

Japan‟s trade policy.  

Would Japan reconsider its China 

policy?  

 While Japan is opposed to the idea of 

China imposing a regional order, 

unpredictability in US‟s Asia policy 

has compelled Japan to reorient 

Japan‟s China policy.  

 Japan‟s China policy over the decades 

has evolved from the friendship 

diplomacy paradigm between 1972 

and 1989 to an eclectic approach 

involving positive engagement and 

realistic balancing to hedge against 

any impending threats. 

 Japan has planned to ease bilateral 

tensions with China and the 40th 

anniversary of the signing of the 

Japan–China Treaty of Peace and 

Friendship presented Abe the chance 

to infuse new momentum in Japan‟s 

China policy.  

 Japanese policy debates on structural 

shifts in the regional balance of 

power, power transition and gradual 

dilution of US primacy had actually 

germinated much before Trump was 

elected.  

 Following the 2008 global financial 

crisis, Japan‟s strategic elites debated 

the impact of the dilution of US 

primacy and the resultant benefits 

accruing to China. 
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What should be done?  

 Thus Japan will certainly continue to 

invest in the security alliance with the 

US as the top priority, with the 

intention of shaping a regional order 

favorable to Japan‟s national 

interests.  

 At the same time it will support its 

own national strength and further 

knit value based strategic 

partnerships in the Indo-Pacific. 

 On the one hand Japan will engage 

with China in the hope of shaping it 

as a responsible power that respects 

international norms, on the other. 

Revival of Sino-Japan Economic Ties  

What is the issue? 

China-Japan have begun to improve their 

strained relations in response to the 

unpredictability created by the US 

administration. 

What were the disruptions in Sino-Japan 

trade? 

 China-Japan relations became 

strained in the new millennium over 

territorial and security related issues.  

 They reached a low point in 2012 over 

the disputed Senkaku islands.  

 Japanese FDI into China reached a 

recent peak of $7.4 billion in 2012 but 

declined over the next several years to 

a level of $ 3.1 billion in 2016. 

 In annual surveys, more Japanese 

companies were expressing their 

intention to exit China than those who 

wished to expand operations.  

 The increasingly tense relations 

between the two countries had led 

Japanese business to adopt the 

“China Plus One” strategy, or 

diversifying investment away from 

China.  

What is the recent trend in Sino-Japan 

trade?  

 Japanese FDI into China revived to a 

level of $ 3.2 billion in 2017 and is 

expected to maintain an upward 

trajectory.  

 Japan-China trade has also resumed 

an upward trajectory, after declines 

registered post 2012, and was about 

$300 billion in 2017.  

 Japanese business considers China‟s 

“Made in China 2025” initiative as a 

major opportunity.  

 The initiative has identified 10 

sectors, including Artificial 

Intelligence, Robotics, Electronic 

Vehicles and Quantum Computing, 

where China plans to emerge in the 

ranks of the most advanced countries 

by 2025.  

 These are precisely the areas where 

Japan has significant capabilities.  

 Unlike the US and western European 

countries, which see the Made in 

China initiative as a threat to their 

technological dominance, Japan 

appears to have taken a different tack. 

India does not present a comparable 

opportunity. 
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What are the challenges before India in 

this regard? 

 For Japan a rapidly growing Indian 

economy began to be seen as offering 

a scale and market comparable to 

China.  

 While Japanese FDI into India has 

increased significantly from about $85 

million in 2006-7 to $4.7 billion in 

2016-17, the anticipated surge in 

Japanese FDI has not materialized.  

 The accumulated stock of Japanese 

capital in China is over $100 billion. 

For India, the figure is only $25 

billion.  

 With China once again emerging as an 

attractive destination for Japanese 

investment, India may be pushed to 

the margins.  

 Apart from this India-Japan trade has 

been declining in recent years from 

$18.5 billion in 2012-3 to $13.5 

billion in 2016-17.  

 Indian exports halved from $6.1 

billion to $3.8 billion in the same 

period. 

 Japanese business continues to have 

reservations about investment climate 

in India.  

 But Japan continues to retain a 

higher comfort level doing business 

with China and South-East Asia than 

with India. 

 

 

 

9. DEEPING INDO-JAPAN TIES 

What is the issue? 

 In recent times there are evidences of 

improving Sino-Japanese Ties. 

Amidst such scenario India must 

recalibrate its strategic partnership with 

Japan. 

What are the existing bilateral ties 

between India and Japan?  

Infrastructure -Between 2000 and 2017, 

Japan invested $25.6 billion in domains 

including infrastructure, retail, textiles, 

and consumer durables.  

 Japan is involved in big-ticket projects 

like the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial 

Corridor (DMIC), the Mumbai-

Ahmedabad bullet train, and setting 

up around 12 industrial parks across 

different States. 

 India signed a joint high speed rail 

project with Japan, for which the first 

instalment of Rs. 5,500 crore was 

released by Japanese Industrial 

Cooperation Agency (JICA). 

 Defense co-operation - India and 

japan had hosted various bilateral 

exercises, recently naval cooperation 

between the Indian Navy and the 

Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force 

(JMSDF) has held in the Indo-Pacific 

region. 

 Developmental Projects - Together, 

both nations have constituted the 

Japan-India Act East Forum with an 

objective of spearheading  

development cooperation in north-
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eastern States bordering China, 

Bangladesh, and Myanmar.  

 JICA has signed a $610-million pact 

with the Centre for phase I of the 

North-East connectivity projects. 

What is the significance of Indo-Japan 

ties? 

 Both India and Japan are confronting 

challenges with volatile global order in 

the Indo-Pacific region.  

 Therefore, cooperation between them, 

and that too on multiple fronts, is 

both obvious and desirable. 

 Their collective interest in forging 

better and stronger ties has been 

demonstrated by both the quantity 

and quality of the reciprocal state 

visits witnessed in the recent years. 

 Besides, it is said that the nations‟ 

personal rapport and the fact that 

both of the premiers exhibit similar 

right-wing nationalist sentiments 

seem to have brought them on the 

same page.  

What is the status of Sin0-Japan ties? 

 The Sino-Japan bilateral trade equals 

$300 billion in 2017, a 15 per cent 

increase from the previous year.  

 Japanese Logistics Corporation has 

partnered with its Chinese to open up 

a trial logistics route from the eastern 

coast of China to Western Europe and 

Central Asia. 

 The Japan-China rapprochement is 

governed by multiple factors. Japan 

needs access to China‟s market.  

 While for China, whose ambitious BRI 

project is facing hurdles and 

opposition over the issues of 

transparency and is constantly being 

reviewed by successive governments, 

partnering with Japan will be a much-

needed boost to its image. 

 China‟s economy and currency are 

facing tough times owing to trade 

spatting with the US, and is willing to 

partner with other regional powers.  

What are opportunities before India? 

 The Japan-America-India (JAI) 

trilateral summit on the sidelines of 

G-20, reiterating a free and open 

Indo-Pacific, hints that the Sino-

Japan rapprochement could be 

“tactical” at best. 

 However, these recent developments 

negate the typical “cold war” dynamics 

between China and the so-called 

democratic “Quad” that is increasingly 

being used to analyze the 

international politics in Asia.  

 Major Asian powers are engaging with 

each other guided by economic 

rationale. 

 Therefore, Asia is witnessing a 

strategic flux where power is diffused 

and demarcation of geopolitical 

interests are blurred. 

 Given the scenario, it is pertinent for 

New Delhi to not adopt a zero-sum 

game approach and objectively 

contextualize the Indo-Japan strategic 

partnership amidst interchangeable 
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variables of the emerging strategic 

equation. 

10. CHINA’S PUSH FOR SOLAR 

ENERGY 

Why in news? 

By overtaking the developed countries China 

and India have become important players in 

the solar energy market.  

What is china’s initiative on clean 

energy?  

 China is trying to adopt clean energy, 

especially solar energy, into its energy 

mix and has been leading in both 

solar photovoltaic (PV) installed 

capacity and solar power generation 

since 2015. 

 China‟s commitment to the Paris 

Declaration has led to major policy 

changes in its renewable energy 

sector.  

 In line with the Paris Agreement, it 

has agreed to lower its carbon 

intensity by 40 to 45 per cent below 

the 2005 levels.  

 In 2017 alone, it invested USD 127 

billion in renewable energy, out of 

which two-thirds went towards the 

generation of 53 GW (Gigawatt) of 

solar energy. 

 By 2020, China plans to invest 

another USD 360 billion in renewable 

energy. 

 The country‟s commitment to 

renewable energy is evident from its 

13th Five-Year plan (2016-20), which 

puts great emphasis on developing 

renewable energy. 

 China‟s previous target was to make 

renewables account for up to 20 per 

cent of electricity consumption by 

2030, which it has revised to at least 

35 per cent in the new plan called the 

Renewable Portfolio Standard. 

 Revised targets became possible 

because China could attain the 2020 

targets three years earlier. 

What are the prospects of China’s 

renewable plan? 

 Currently, China is the leader in 

renewable energy technology and 

accounts for 40 per cent of the 

combined growth in the wind and 

solar photovoltaic (PV) sectors. 

 China‟s leadership role in the Paris 

Declarationwill provide it greater 

legitimacy in the wake of the US 

withdrawal from the agreement.  

 China‟s war against pollution requires 

that it switch to clean energy as a 

major component of its energy mix as 

well as invest heavily in renewable 

energy production. 

 Increased use of clean energy would 

reduce china‟s dependence on oil 

imports, which is making China 

increasingly vulnerable to global 

instabilities. 

Why china is the stable player in 

renewable sector?  

 China assessed the growing demand 

for solar modules in the early 2000s 
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when Western countries like the US, 

Germany and France began to give 

subsidies for solar PV installations. 

 Wanting to be a part of the global 

solar revolution that was about to set 

in, China also started giving 

incentives since early 2009 for 

boosting domestic solar PV 

manufacturing and started the 

process of acquiring technology and 

skills needed for manufacturing PV 

cells. 

 China was able to catch up with 

Western countries in critical 

technological areas mainly through 

the purchase of manufacturing 

equipment from a competitive 

international market and recruiting 

skilled labor, especially from the 

Chinese diaspora which had vast 

experience in PV manufacturing as 

well as setting up PV firms in 

developed countries. 

 Consequently, China assumed the 

role of the largest solar market in the 

world, and has the highest installed 

solar capacity of around 130 GW, 

which has grown from a mere 2.5 GW 

in 2011. 

 Currently, solar energy makes up 

seven per cent of China‟s total 

generation capacity. 

What are the challenges before china in 

solar energy?  

 Even though state support in the form 

of incentives and subsidies has helped 

to burgeon solar installations in the 

country, the increasing incentives are 

putting a burden on the government, 

which cost is being transferred on to 

consumers. 

 Most of the incentives given by China 

for solar energy is focused on PV 

manufacturing, and very little 

attention has been given to strategic 

siting and electric grid harmonization. 

 Around 70 per cent of the solar farms 

in China are in the north and north-

west regions, which are less populated 

but have enough land resources for 

solar installations. 

 Apart from domestic issues, the 

Chinese solar industry is struggling to 

deal with the issue of import duties 

and tariffs imposed on its solar panels 

by different countries.  

11. DANGERS OF DEEP FAKES 

What is the issue? 

With increasing advances in artificial 

Intelligence (AI) technologies and machine 

learning, a new era of „deep fakes‟ has 

emerged.  

What are the issues with fake news? 

 Information today is being twisted and 

tweaked to such an extent that 

segregating facts from fiction would 

actually need thorough research.  

 Social media has always been 

ransacked with fake news, via 

Whatsapp messages or Facebook or 

Instagram posts.  

 Indeed, fake news has been on the 

forefront of creating communal 
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divides, enhancing disturbances in 

sensitive regions, radicalizing 

individuals and tainting reputations. 

What is Deep fakes? 

 With increasing advances in artificial 

Intelligence (AI) technologies and 

machine learning, a new era of „deep 

fakes‟ has emerged.  

 Deep fake technology employs AI 

based image blending methods to 

seemingly create real fakes and 

deceptive videos.  

 This makes differentiating fake from 

real even more cumbersome and 

complex.  

 Fake celebrity footages, propaganda 

videos or revenge porn are all 

outcomes of the deep fake technology. 

How deep fakes works?  

 The figure shows a face being sent 

through an encoder. This encoder is 

used to create a latent face or a lower 

dimensional representation of the 

face.  

 While the latent face will have similar 

features of the original face, it could 

be trained for subtle alterations.  

 Training here implies modifying the 

neural networks (via optimizing its 

weights) to get desired results, this 

reconstruction takes place via a 

decoder.  

 As the programmer has total control 

over the network‟s shape, one can 

accordingly reconfigure the number of 

layers, nodes per layer and its 

interconnectivity.  

 The real mantra of altering image A to 

B is on the edges of the nodes that 

connect them, each edge has some 

weights, and to find the right weight 

to ensure that the auto-encoder is 

able to generate desired results is 

actually a time consuming process. 

 In case of face swap, as shown in 

figure 2, one can pass the latent face 

of image A to that of decoder B and 

then decoder B would try to 

reconstruct the face with the 

information relative to the image A. 

 

 Thus, it will re-create an image akin 

to that of the original but with 

modifications so intricate that it 

would be hard to distinguish. 

What are the dangers of deep fakes?  

 Deep fakes can be used to target 

people of interest or general public 

depending on the ulterior motive.  
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 The former may be targeted for public 

trolling or for gaining cheap revenge 

while the latter can be targeted for 

garnering false public support, and to 

achieve cyber propaganda.  

 The potential threat of deep fakes is 

that it can be used to heavily 

influence elections or trigger 

disinformation campaigns. Deep fakes 

can create trust issues in an already 

polarized political environment.  

 These deep fakes could actually be 

misused by anyone at any point of 

time. 

 Cyber stalkers can also misuse the 

technology if someone denies giving 

into their desires and wants.  

 Another use of deep fakes could be in 

illegally unlocking smart devices, with 

the face detection technology getting 

imbibed in most of the smart devices 

and even for smart locks. This can 

lead to misuse of data or even identity 

thefts. 

How to be cautious in the era of deep 

fakes?  

 With the growing dangers of deep 

fakes, researchers have come up with 

measures that can help spot these 

deep fakes.  

 The means of detecting a fake video is 

via closely looking at the background 

activities and liveliness.  

 A real video would generate more 

metadata due to background activities 

than one that is morphed.  

 One can also protect the videos from 

being misused by “watermarking” 

them, it‟s like a digital hologram that 

can actually aid in distinguishing the 

real from the fake. 

 The technology for detecting deep 

fakes is only a means to predict if the 

video is authentic or not.  

 However, with the plethora of videos 

and photographs available online, it 

becomes a Herculean task for 

authorities to check each and every 

video for its authenticity.  

 Therefore, the civil society should be 

made aware to assess the credibility of 

the source regarding any video or 

voice clip.  

 It is essential that governments start 

investing in effective preventive 

measures for countering deep fakes.  

 

 


