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IDSA JUNE 2019 

 

 

1. CHALLENGES IN INDO-US 

DEFENSE TIES 

What is the issue?  

In recent years United States (US) has 

emerged as an indispensable partner in 

India’s economic transformation. 

What is the growing significance of Indo-

US defense ties?  

• First-ever 2+2 dialogue against the 

backdrop of burgeoning joint exercises 

such as Cope-India (Air Force), Yudh 

Abhyas (Army) and Vajra Prahar 

(Special Forces) was held in 2018.  

• The two sides are also increasingly 

engaged in multi-lateral exercises 

such as the MALABAR, RED FLAG 

and RIMPAC, covering the broad 

expanse of the Indo-Pacific.  

• The US has recently renamed its 

Pacific Command as the US Indo-

Pacific Command (USINDOPACOM), 

an acknowledgement of the seamless 

connectivity that binds the Pacific and 

Indian Oceans and India’s growing 

importance.  

• The Indian Navy and the US Naval 

Forces Central Command (NAVCENT) 

are set to deepen their maritime 

cooperation in the Western Indian 

Ocean, where Chinese presence, in 

island nations and strategic ports 

such as Gwadar and Djibouti, are of 

concern to India. 

• US sees the defense partnership in 

the context of its Building Partner 

Capacity programmes.  

• It increasingly regards India as a 

potential ally in dealing with the 

emerging challenges in the Indo-

Pacific, notably China’s growing 

economic and military assertiveness.  

• Since 2008, India has purchased 

nearly US$ 18 billion worth of arms 

from the US, including sophisticated 

C-17 and C-130J transport planes, 

state-of-the-art P-8i maritime 

reconnaissance aircraft, Harpoon 

missiles, Apache and Chinook 

helicopters and M777 howitzers.  

• These are among the most 

sophisticated and lethal platforms of 

their kind. 

Why Indo-Russia Defense trade concerns 

USA?  

• Looming large over the Indo-US 

defense co-operation is the shadow of 

India’s continued reliance on Russia 

for key defense imports.  

• Beyond the fact that Russian and US 

platforms are  incompatible in terms 

of  communications security, the US 

is particularly apprehensive about the 

potential for compromising US 
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platforms when operating alongside 

the Russian  S-400 system.   

• India’s contract for the sophisticated 

S-400 air defense missile system has 

been red-flagged by the US as 

potentially significant for triggering 

sanctions under Countering America’s 

Adversaries through Sanctions Act 

(CAATSA).  

• The fact that a special waiver 

amendment under the sanctions 

provision of CAATSA was included in 

the John McCain National Defense 

Authorization Act of 2019 specifically 

with India in mind means that a 

waiver is likely but not necessarily 

guaranteed.  

• The menu of sanctions under CAATSA 

ranges from denial of visas to persons 

who are party to the S-400 contract, 

to even more severe action such as 

denial of munitions licences to India.  

• However, decisions taken by India in 

exercise of its strategic autonomy and 

in view of the long-standing 

dependence on the Russian 

equipment, nevertheless, would 

determine the kind of defence 

technologies the US would be willing 

to share with India, the convergence 

over the geostrategic developments in 

the Indo-Pacific notwithstanding. 

• However, the US lags behind in regard 

to the ‘Make in India’ aspects of the 

defense trade with India as compared 

to New Delhi’s robust technology 

transfer agreements for fighter 

aircraft, advanced trainers and 

submarines with traditional arms 

suppliers such as Russia, United 

Kingdom (UK) and France.  

• US concerns regarding IPR run deep 

and remain to be assuaged, just as 

India’s expectations regarding transfer 

of technology and license production 

remain unfulfilled. 

What are the challenges before India in 

defense self-reliance?  

• India’s ability to meet the emerging 

geostrategic challenges in the Indo-

Pacific is a function of its geographic 

location, leadership, the strategic 

doctrines developed in response to 

emerging threats, and, above all, the 

resources that can be mustered.  

• The budgetary crunch severely limits 

capital expenditure on new platforms, 

especially expensive imports, which 

makes it all the more vital for India to 

focus on cheaper indigenous 

manufacturing.  

• Over reliance on outright imports, 

whether from the US, Israel, France, 

UK or Russia, must be gradually 

reduced, in favor of indigenous 

designs, development and production.   

• It will have to weigh the consequences 

of altogether abandoning the 

traditional Russian supplies.  
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• Any  jettisoning of the S-400 deal 

would impact adversely on  ties with 

Russia across the board, including the 

acquisition of other key platforms 

such as the Akula class SSN nuclear 

attack submarine that is to replace 

Chakra II, which complements India’s 

nuclear triad based on the 

indigenously built Arihant SSBN. 

What measures are needed to boost 

defense sector? 

• Given India’s evolving procurement 

system, efforts should be made to 

enhance compatibility of technology 

from various sources.  

• This may require greater cooperation 

with the US since many of India’s 

suppliers other than Russia depend 

on US technologies for their products. 

• India has to ensure that high-tech 

imports are equally matched by 

technology transfer for indigenous 

manufacturing. 

• The foundational agreements with the 

US such as General Security of 

Military Information Agreement 

(GSOMIA, 2002), Logistics Exchange 

Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA, 

2016) and Communications 

Compatibility and Security Agreement 

(COMCASA, 2018) are path-breaking.  

• However, the true potential for high 

technology transfer involving the 

Indian private sector would be realized 

only after conclusion of the Industrial 

Security Annex (ISA). 

• Apart from this India needs to speed 

up its defense modernization, 

especially capacity-building, 

indigenous manufacturing and access 

to the most sophisticated defense 

technologies.  

• Union government will have to take a 

strategic view of the remaining 

foundational agreements with the US 

in order to facilitate transfer of key 

technologies necessary for building 

capacities to meet the growing 

challenges in the Indo-Pacific.  

2. US COAST GUARD ROLE IN 

INDO-PACIFIC  

Why in news?  

United States Coast Guard (USCG) in 

actively involving in the Indo-Pacific strategy. 

What is the significance of Indo-Pacific 

region? 

• The Indo-Pacific region is an emerging 

geostrategic and geo-economic 

concept that has been gaining 

significance in the field of defense and 

security studies.  

• It is the geographical connotation of 

the area which covers the Eastern 

Coast of Africa through Indian Ocean 

and Western Pacific Ocean.  

• The concept can also be seen as a 

natural corollary to that of India’s 

Look East Policy (LEP), which India 
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has been following over the last two 

decades. 

• The LEP has not only helped India in 

reviving its traditional relationship 

with the South-East and East Asian 

countries but also interlinking across 

the Indian and Pacific Oceans.  

• Indeed, the Indo-Pacific ‘forms a 

composite entity of sea regions and 

littorals marked by a multiplicity of 

cultures, ethnicities, religions, 

economic models and governance 

structures.  

• In essence, the Indo-Pacific envisages 

new frameworks that feature 

competitive and convergence security 

interests which are evident in the light 

of global power shift to the region.  

• Importantly, the maritime powers, 

such as Australia, China, Japan, 

India and the US, determine the pivot 

of the Indo-Pacific region, while they 

seek to dominate and Influence each 

other to achieve their national goals. 

 

 

Why Indo-Pacific is strategic for counter 

China nations?  

• Rising China is clearly a key factor in 

the Indo-Pacific, as well as in the US 

rebalancing strategy, which both 

volumes have highlighted to a great 

extent.  

• It has been pointed out that China’s 

rise is swiftly altering the geostrategic 

equations in the region.  

• Its assertive foreign policy, backed by 

growing economic and military power, 

has also changed the geo-economics 

and geopolitics of the region. 

• Though China’s rise has benefited 

regional countries in the economic 

field, its increasing expenditure on 

military modernization and power 

projection, particularly in the East 

and South China Seas, have caused 

major concerns for them, including for 

the US.  

• Moreover, while the US still remains 

the most powerful country in the 

world in terms of its military and 

economic power, China’s growing 

comprehensive national power has 

created important strategic space for 

itself.  

How the presence of US fleets enhance 

Indo-Pacific security?  

• The participation of U.S. forces shows 

the commitment of the nation for a 

free and open Indo-Pacific and intends 
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to actively support the region through 

“law enforcement and capacity-

building in the fisheries enforcement 

realm.” 

• US operations will effectively counter 

the three sea forces of China, the 

navy, the coast guard, and the 

maritime militia.  

• Even before China became assertive, 

the region had been plagued with 

nontraditional security threats like 

piracy, armed robbery, illegal fishing, 

and even drug trafficking,  

• Due to Japan’s pacifist constitution 

and imperialist past, it had been 

innovative in employing the Japan 

Coast Guard (JCG) in establishing 

maritime cooperation in Southeast 

Asia for more than five decades now, 

now US tries to mimic Japan’s 

strategy.  

• Southeast Asian countries recognized 

that a coast guard’s functions are 

limited in ensuring safety, guarding 

trade routes against nontraditional 

security threats, protecting the marine 

environment, and maintaining the 

maritime order 

• The United States takes pride in 

having the most formidable naval fleet 

in the entire world.  

• Thus, their cooperation with 

Southeast Asian countries, especially 

with allies, is always tied to naval 

exercises that mainly involve the 

United States Navy, like Cooperation 

Afloat Readiness and Training 

(Exercise CARAT) and the Rim of the 

Pacific Exercise (RIMPAC). 

How China overviews these developments 

in the region? 

• China’s nationalistic leadership and 

aggressive pursuit of national 

interests that has created a regional 

flux.  

• Regional and extra-regional countries 

are therefore trying to fix this regional 

flux by founding new regional 

economic and security architectures.  

• In this regard, the US’ rebalance 

strategy is seen as an attempt to 

address this strategic flux. 

• On the other hand, Beijing perceives 

the rebalance strategy as an attempt 

to contain China and doubts the US’ 

growing engagements with its regional 

allies and emerging powers.  

• China’s maritime boundary claims, 

increasing military activities in the 

East and South China Seas and 

nationalist rhetoric are seen as 

China’s strategy to keep the US out of 

its sphere of influence.  

• It is also following a periphery strategy 

which aims at developing good 

relationship with its east, south and 

western neighbors. 

• It seeks to achieve this goal not 

through multilateral approach, but 
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rather by increasing bilateral 

engagements.  

• This aggressive Chinese approach has 

certainly generated severe 

uncertainties and dangerous security 

situations in the region.  

3. DEFENSE AGENDA 2.0 

What is the issue? 

Indian defense sector is expected to further 

strengthen defense preparedness and build a 

credible defense industrial base. 

What is the existing performance of 

Indian defense sector? 

• Union government had set up in April 

2018 the Defence Planning Committee 

(DPC) under the chairmanship of the 

National Security Advisor (NSA).  

• The NSA also replaced the Cabinet 

Secretary as the chairman of the 

Strategic Policy Group (SPG), one of 

the three-tier structures of the Prime 

Minister-led National Security Council 

(NSC).  

• Under the Make in India initiative, the 

government has already taken a large 

number of initiatives to promote 

indigenous defence manufacturing.  

• These include a streamlined industrial 

licensing process, a hike in the foreign 

direct investment (FDI) cap from 26 to 

100 per cent, an export promotion 

measure that includes a standard 

operating procedure (SOP) for giving 

time- and procedure-bound export 

authorization to industry and etc.  

• Besides, the MoD has also announced 

an ambitious defense production 

policy that aims at arms production 

and export turnover of Rs 1,70,000 

crore and Rs 35,000 crore, 

respectively, by 2025. 

• The government has also launched 

two defense industrial corridors with 

an initial investment of over Rs 6,800 

crore; identified a number items in 

which local suppliers would enjoy 

purchase preference; and announced 

a number of initiatives to support 

start-ups and innovation.  

• These initiatives have begun to show 

results as can be seen in the 

continuous increase in defense 

production, which reached nearly Rs 

64,500 crore in 2017-18 including 

about 6,000 crore worth of production 

by the private sector. 

What are the existing challenges in 

defense sector?  

• The present Defense Procurement 

Management System and its 

structures, consisting of a number of 

hierarchical organizations, Defense 

Acquisition Council, Defense 

Procurement Board and Acquisition 

Wing, among others and the Defense 

Procurement Procedures (DPP), have 

come a long way since their creation 

file:///D:/Karpagam/UPSC/2018/IAS%20PARLIAMENT-%20Magazine/EPW%202018/Downloads/www.shankariasacademy.com
file:///D:/Karpagam/UPSC/2018/IAS%20PARLIAMENT-%20Magazine/EPW%202018/Downloads/www.iasparliament.com


 
 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com     |   www.iasparliament.com 

 

9 

in 2001.  

• The established structures and 

procedures have streamlined many 

aspects of acquisition through the 

periodic revision of the DPP.  

• The organizational structure has, 

however, remained largely unchanged, 

and so has the way defense 

procurement is undertaken as well as 

the professional competence of those 

undertaking it. 

• On an average, a high value 

procurement proposal has to pass 

through 80 members across eight 

different committees before being sent 

to the Cabinet Committee on Security.  

• Such a cumbersome committee 

system with multiple decision points 

is a perfect recipe for inefficiency and 

delays 

• The de-centralized structure has also 

resulted in two crucial tasks of 

acquisition formulation of qualitative 

requirement (QR) and technical 

evaluation of equipment being 

performed without full regard to the 

spirit of DPP provisions, leading to 

complications in the latter stages of 

procurement.  

What measures needed to tap the 

potential of Defense sector?  

• Enhanced Defense Spending - To 

provide greater momentum to the 

modernization of the armed forces, 

there is a need to enhance defense 

spending.  

• While doing so, there is an even 

greater need to generate resources by 

optimally using existing defense 

assets and rationalizing the expenses 

of the MoD.  

• Exploiting un-used Defense lands - 

The MoD, being the largest landholder 

in the government, sits on vast tracts 

of land measuring 1.73 million acres, 

a large portion of this land is unused 

or under-used.  

• Given that much of the land is in 

prime areas, its judicious commercial 

exploitation, while keeping security 

concerns in view, would generate 

resources, which, in turn, could be 

channeled for modernization.  

• Independent Defense Acquisition - 

Explore the possibility of setting up a 

separate, integrated Department of 

Defense Acquisition (DDA) by 

centralizing all acquisition related 

functions including those of QR 

formulation and trial evaluation, 

under one administrative head.  

• The DDA may be headed by a 

dedicated Secretary level official to 

provide the required authority and 

importance to the organization. 

• Buy in India Scheme - Adopt ‘Buy 

India’ Principle in Defense Production 

Policy, 
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• India could adopt policies which allow 

only Indian-based companies to bid 

for defense contracts as a part of 

principle Defense Production Policy. 

• At the beginning, the principle could 

be applied to a list of pre-identified 

items in which the Indian industry 

has some expertise. 

• Corporatize OFBs - Various 

committees constituted by MoD have 

suggested corporatization of the 

Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) to 

enable it to function under its own 

Board of Directors and be accountable 

for its performance.  

• Corporatization of the OFB would also 

be the first step for its public listing to 

further enhance its 

functioning/accountability. 

• Augment R&D Spending of 

DPSUs/OFB - Except for Hindustan 

Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) and Bharat 

Electronics Ltd (BEL), no other DPSU 

or OFB spends any meaningful 

amount on R&D.  

• This is one of the reasons why they 

are dependent on others (Defense 

Research and Development 

Organization (DRDO) and foreign 

suppliers) for technology assistance 

for production purposes.  

• DPSUs and OFB may be mandated to 

spend a minimum of 5-7 per cent of 

their respective turnovers on R&D. 

• Institute of Defense Science and 

Technology (IIDST) - Set up an 

Indian Institute of Defense Science 

and Technology (IIDST) on the line of 

Indian Institute of Space Science and 

Technology (IIST).  

• The Indian Institute of Space Science 

and Technology (IIST), to meet the 

demands of the space programme 

opened a university that offers 

undergraduate, postgraduate, 

doctoral and post-doctoral 

programmes in disciplines relevant to 

the organization, and successful 

students are absorbed in ISRO’s 

various centres.  

• Taking a cue from ISRO, MoD may 

like to set up a dedicated Indian 

Institute of Defence Science and 

Technology (IIDST) to cater for all the 

disciplines related to defence 

technology 

• Reduce Indirect Arms Import - Even 

though defense production has been 

growing at a hefty pace, the reliance 

on imported parts, components and 

raw materials has remained high.  

• Such imports, which can be termed as 

indirect arms imports, amount to 

nearly 60 per cent of the total 

production of DPSUs and OFB, as per 

some conservative estimates.  

• The MoD may like to identify the 

causes of such high import 
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dependency and devise a suitable 

strategy to contain it. 

• Infrastructure Status to Defense 

Industry - Indian companies investing 

in defense capital assets may also be 

given 'Infrastructure’ status.  

• The status, which comes with some 

tax benefits, will make defense 

investment more attractive in 

comparison to investment in other 

sectors that do not enjoy the same 

status. 

4. ADDRESSING TELECOM ISSUES 

WITH HUAWEI  

Why in news? 

Chinese telecommunication equipment 

manufacturer Huawei is being banned from 

the international markets. 

What are the concerns with Huawei? 

• Network switches, gateways, routers, 

and bridges, the kit that controls how 

and where data is sent - is what 

Huawei really does.  

• These core infrastructure devices 

touch everything traversing the 

internet and are critical to it 

functioning properly. 

• Although it sells laptops and phones 

too, Huawei's equipment is especially 

prominent in the parts of the network 

closer to the data centers, and it's this 

equipment which is raising concerns. 

• The reason behind such concerns is 

due to Huawei’s origin, the company 

was by Ren Zhengfei, formerly an 

engineer in the People's Liberation 

Army.  

• His connections to the military and to 

the Communist Party, alongside those 

of senior Huawei executives, have 

been cited as a security concern for 

foreign customers. 

• Three nations in the Five Eyes 

intelligence alliance, the US, 

Australia, and New Zealand, have 

effectively prohibited the installation 

of Huawei equipment as part of the 

next generation of 

telecommunications equipment. 

• Huawei has been accused by US 

intelligence of being funded by 

Chinese state security, and UK's 

National Cyber Security Centre said 

the company posed a threat to 

national security. 

• Elsewhere, nations including India 

and Germany have expressed their 

concerns about including Huawei 

equipment as they upgrade 

telecommunications infrastructure for 

5G. 

What are the existing measures before 

India? 

• Back in 2010 when similar concerns 

were raised against the Chinese 

company, the then Cabinet Committee 

on Security approved the setting up of 

a ‘Telecom Testing and Security 
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Certification Centre’ (TTSC) and made 

it mandatory for operators to test all 

imported equipment.  

• As part of the “safe to connect” 

telecom project in mid-2010, the DoT 

was given the task to set up the center 

at a cost of ₹50 crore for security 

certification of all equipment being 

imported by telecom service providers 

(TSPs) from October 1, 2013.  

• The Indian Telegraph (Amendment) 

Rules 2017 provision mandatory 

testing and certification for telecom 

equipment prior to sale or import in 

India, under the Mandatory Testing 

and Certification of Telecom 

Equipment (MTCTE) rules of the 

Telecom Engineering Centre (TEC). 

• Performance testing encompasses 

safety of the equipment with radio 

interface, its immunity to electrostatic 

discharge, operating frequency, 

output power and conformance to 

receiver and transmitter parameters. 

• The deadline for enforcement of 

MTCTE procedure has already been 

pushed from April 01 to August 01, 

2019. 

• Moreover, there is acute ambiguity 

over the status, functioning, capacity 

and competence of Security Lab under 

the TEC, whose role is critical in the 

aftermath of snooping allegations on 

Chinese equipment manufacturers.  

• Security lab of such significance and 

scope should possess the competence 

to rip apart a telecom gear and review 

the components at both source-code 

and hardware levels. 

What lies ahead for India? 

• Out casting Huawei and ZTE 

Corporation from the international 

market will have consequences both 

for the developed and developing 

economies.  

• A retrospective ban means telecom 

service providers would need to spend 

a fortune in retro-fitting network gear.  

• Already skewed profit margins mean 

that telecom service providers will 

quite likely pass on the cost to the 

customers.  

• Taking a major player down can also 

shoot the prices up for 5G 

deployment, which is not a favorable 

case for developing economies. 

• Developing nations need to 

understand that a threat to the US 

does not necessarily equate to a threat 

to other countries.  

• Thus there is no apparent reason for 

India either to blindly ban Huawei 

from its own 5G roll-out plans.  
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5. SUSPENSION OF HONG KONG 

EXTRADITION BILL  

Why in news? 

Hong Kong government has suspended the 

extradition bill after series of civilian 

protests. 

What is brief history of Hong Kong? 

• Hong Kong is a special administrative 

region on the eastern side of the Pearl 

River estuary in southern China.  

• Hong Kong became a colony of the 

British Empire after Qing China ceded 

Hong Kong Island at the end of the 

First Opium War in 1842. 

• The colony expanded to the Kowloon 

Peninsula in 1860 after the Second 

Opium War, and was further extended 

when Britain obtained a 99-year lease 

of the New Territories in 1898. 

• The territory was transferred to China 

in 1997, as a special administrative 

region, China under the concept of 

'one country, two systems,’ which 

accorded political and legal autonomy 

to the city. 

• Hong Kong maintains separate 

governing and economic systems from 

that of mainland China, and its people 

overwhelmingly and increasingly 

identify as Hong kongers rather than 

Chinese. 

                        

 

What is the extradition bill about? 

• Hong Kong administration has made 

some revisions to the Fugitive 

Offenders and Mutual Legal 

Assistance in Criminal Matters 

Legislation (Amendment) Bill, as it is 

officially known. 

• Hong Kong currently has bilateral 

extradition treaties with 20 countries 

including the UK, the US and 

Singapore, but the amendments put 

forward by the administration are 

being framed as a way to enable the 

sending of suspected offenders to 

places with which the territory has no 

formal extradition agreement on a 

case-by-case or one-off basis. 

• Under the proposals, the chief 

executive, who is not elected but 

chosen by an election committee 

accountable to China, would have the 

authority to decide any request. 

• The 70-member assembly or Legco 

would have no role in the process. 
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• Hong Kong's courts would have the 

opportunity to review any decision, 

but they would not be allowed to 

inquire into the "quality of justice" the 

accused would receive or whether they 

were guilty of the alleged offence. 

• The courts will have very little power 

to reject any extradition request. 

• The amendments will cover some 37 

offences, including fraud and other 

white-collar crimes. 

• The administration announced a 

series of changes at the end of May 

that included setting the threshold for 

considering extradition requests to 

crimes punishable by at least seven 

years of imprisonment, as well as 

setting a time limit on the date of 

offences to prevent retrospective 

requests. 

• It has also said that only China's 

highest court and its top prosecutor 

would be able to file an extradition 

request and that the chief executive 

would be allowed to order any 

jurisdiction requesting extradition to 

respect the presumption of innocence, 

the right to appeal, open trial and 

other international judicial norms. 

• Only the seven-year term would 

actually be written into the bill. 

• The administration has also proposed 

amendments to mutual legal 

assistance, which would allow outside 

investigators to request assistance 

from Hong Kong for criminal cases 

including search and seizure, and 

confiscation and restraint orders. 

• Since mainland China's police and 

officials are not allowed to operate in 

Hong Kong, lawyers say those 

changes could also have a significant 

impact. 

What is the need for such amendments to 

the bill? 

• The changes were first proposed citing 

the case of local man Chan Tong-kai 

who was wanted for the suspected 

murder of his girlfriend while the two 

were on holiday in Taiwan. 

• Officials said he could not be sent 

back to Taiwan for trial because there 

was no formal extradition agreement 

between the two territories. 

• Hong Kong's extradition arrangements 

are laid out in the Foreign Offenders 

Ordinance, which was negotiated in 

1997 when the UK returned the 

territory to China. 

• Taiwan, Macau and the mainland 

were not included in that agreement 

in what the Hong Kong Bar 

Association says was a "deliberate 

decision" on the part of the legislature 

given the "fundamentally different 

criminal justice system operating in 

the mainland and concerns over the 

mainland’s track record on the 

protection of fundamental rights. 
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• But legal loop holes was preventing 

many fugitives from extradition, to 

address such loop holes many 

amendments has been proposed.  

What are the concerns with extradition 

bill? 

• Critics fear the bill will undermine the 

independence of Hong Kong's legal 

system and put Hong Kong citizens 

and foreign nationals at risk by 

allowing suspects to be sent to 

mainland China for trial. 

• People in Hong Kong have been 

particularly sensitive to issues 

involving judicial independence, which 

is seen as guaranteeing a measure of 

protection from the government on the 

mainland. 

• This bill not only 'erodes' those 

protections, it places protection of 

those rights it only belatedly 

recognized as critically important to 

most Hong Kongers squarely within 

the hands of unelected bureaucrats 

who have so far manifested a rather 

poor record of being able or willing to 

resist pressure from Beijing. 

• The US was concerned the proposals 

would damage Hong Kong's business 

environment "and subject their 

citizens residing in or visiting Hong 

Kong to China's capricious judicial 

system. 

• There is this fear that Hong Kong will 

lose its international reputation as a 

free society that is different from 

China.  

• This could sound the death knell of 

'one country, two systems'. 

6. BELARUS RE-APPROACHMENT  

Why in news? 

Despite having close ties with Russia, 

Belarus has opened the door for negotiations 

with all major players in Europe, including 

NATO.  

What is the brief history of Belarus? 

• Belarus is formerly known by its 

Russian name Byelorussia or 

Belorussia is a landlocked country in 

Eastern Europe. 

• In the aftermath of the 1917 Russian 

Revolution, Belarus declared 

independence as the Belarusian 

People's Republic, which was 

conquered by Soviet Russia.  

• The Socialist Soviet Republic of 

Byelorussia became a founding 

constituent republic of the Soviet 

Union in 1922 and was renamed as 

the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 

Republic (Byelorussian SSR).  

• Belarus lost almost half of its territory 

to Poland after the Polish–Soviet War 

of 1919–1921.  

• Much of the borders of Belarus took 

their modern shape in 1939, when 

some lands of the Second Polish 

file:///D:/Karpagam/UPSC/2018/IAS%20PARLIAMENT-%20Magazine/EPW%202018/Downloads/www.shankariasacademy.com
file:///D:/Karpagam/UPSC/2018/IAS%20PARLIAMENT-%20Magazine/EPW%202018/Downloads/www.iasparliament.com


 
 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com     |   www.iasparliament.com 

 

16 

Republic were reintegrated into it after 

the Soviet invasion of Poland, and 

were finalized after World War II. 

• During WWII, military operations 

devastated Belarus, which lost about 

a third of its population and more 

than half of its economic resources. 

• The parliament of the republic 

proclaimed the sovereignty of Belarus 

in 1990, and during the dissolution of 

the Soviet Union, Belarus declared 

independence on 25 August 1991. 

• Alexander Lukashenko has served as 

the country's first president since 

1994, his regime is viewed as a self-

described authoritarian style of 

government. 

 

What is Belarus’s view on Russian 

Administration?  

• In 2000, Belarus and Russia signed a 

treaty for greater cooperation, forming 

the Union State.  

• Though Belarus have close defense 

and political cooperation with Russia 

and Russian-led regional 

organizations, it has showed its 

resistance to Russian administration 

at various instances.   

• In several instances of Belarus 

radically differing and disagreeing 

with Russia and Russian actions in 

the international sphere.  

• For instance, Belarus declined to 

recognize the independence of 

Abkhazia and South Ossetia after the 

Russo-Georgian war of 2008.  

• From the very onset of the Ukraine 

crisis, Belarus has expressed 

displeasure over the Russian 

approach towards Crimea.  

• Belarus did not recognize or back the 

integration of Crimea into Russia. 

• Recently Belarus administration has 

also cautioned the Russian leadership 

and opined that Belarus is the best 

suitable place to resolve the Ukraine 

conflict.  

What is the significance of Foreign policy 

of Belarus?  

• Belarus not only shares borders with 

Russia and Ukraine but also with 

Latvia, Lithuania and Poland which 

are all NATO members.  

• Belarusian administrations had 

earlier expressed serious concerns 

about NATO’s eastward expansion 
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and deployment of troops near its 

borders.  

• However, in the last few months, it 

appears that Belarus has adopted a 

more flexible approach towards NATO.  

• In line with the new concept, it would 

gradually improve relations with 

members of NATO and the European 

Union, as well as with nations that 

respect the sovereignty and territorial 

integrity of the Belarusian state and 

advance a trustful and equal dialogue. 

• As a sovereign state, Belarus is ready 

for a constructive dialogue, including 

with the North Atlantic bloc on the 

principles of equality and 

transparency.  

• These include a multi-vector policy, 

good neighborliness, peacefulness.  

• Unlike in Moldova and Ukraine, the 

ruling elite of Belarus is not divided 

into pro-Russian and pro-EU camps.  

• As a result, Belarus has managed to 

diversify its international 

engagements and balanced its ties 

with both Russia and the West.  

• It is fundamentally important to 

develop cooperation with the East and 

the West without making a choice 

between them.  

• Belarus plans to bridge the gap 

between the European Union and the 

Eurasian Economic Union and in 

establishing Big Europe from the 

Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific.  

• However, unlike Georgia and Ukraine, 

Belarus has never shown any 

willingness to join the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO) and the 

European Union (EU).  

• Nor has it ever threatened to leave the 

Russian-led political and security 

organizations.  

What decision of Belarus disappoints 

Russia? 

• Recently Alexander Lukashenko has 

reassured that Belarus would remain 

committed to the Eastern Partnership, 

an initiative aimed at consolidating 

the EU's relations with six post-Soviet 

republics - Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, 

Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Armenia.  

• Further, Belarus has also pronounced 

that it would pursue a policy of non-

involvement in the conflict between 

Russia and the West.   

• This attitude of Belarus has surprised 

many in Russia and in the West.  

• The Russian media has interpreted 

this shift as a consequence of growing 

tensions between Russia and Belarus.  

• The differences between Belarus and 

Russia include an argument over 

Russian energy subsidies to Belarus 

and a Belarusian request for easing 

the terms of payment for the 

construction of a nuclear power plant.  

• With respect to the latter, the interest 

rate on Russia's loan to build the 
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nuclear power plant stood at 4.8 per 

cent, whereas it stood at less than 

three per cent in the cases of Vietnam 

and Armenia. 

7. INDIAN ARMED FORCES - 

CYBER EXERCISE  

Why in news?  

Directorate of Indian Defense University had 

organized Cyber Exercise (CyberEx). 

What are the highlights of the exercise?  

• The exercise encompassed incident 

reporting and response, information 

exchange, readiness and inter-agency 

coordination. 

• The exercise had representation from 

the three Services, and nation’s 

important organizations such as  

1. National Security Council 

Secretariat (NSCS),  

2. National Technical Research 

Organization (NTRO),  

3. Computer Emergency Response 

Team-India (CERT-In),  

4. Defense Research and 

Development Organization 

(DRDO),  

5. National Informatics Centre (NIC). 

What are the significance of such 

exercises globally?  

• Cyber exercises are now a routine 

feature in military exercises and 

professional military education.  

• Exercises such as those conducted by 

the US National Security Agency (NSA) 

test the skills of soldiers on a range of 

operations relating to cybersecurity, 

teamwork, planning, communication, 

and decision-making, to name a few.  

• In general, cyber exercises help in 

assessing intangible organizational 

attributes such as strategic decision 

making, inter-agency coordination, 

incident response procedures and 

reporting guidelines, etc. as well as in 

evaluating the effectiveness of security 

processes and procedures, measuring 

attack detection, response, mitigation 

and recovery capabilities 

• The cyber domain calls for a broad 

mandate for the armed forces, 

including defending own networks 

and building capacity to exploit those 

of the adversary.  

• In the “table-top” format, cyber 

exercises examine the efficacy of 

communications under cyber 

contingencies, which includes the 

collection and dissemination of 

incident information for enhanced 

situational awareness among 

stakeholders.  

• Cyber exercises, at different levels, 

could be either technically oriented for 

network attack or strategy-oriented to 

provide a decision making experience 

in a simulated environment.  

• They have emerged as an important 

tool, especially when armed forces 
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utilize cyberspace for a wide spectrum 

of operations, weapons control, 

logistics, and supply chain 

management and in various routine 

administrative functions. 

What are major takeaways for India 

from the CyberEx? 

• CyberEx appears intended to catch up 

with these global advances and fill an 

existing void in India.  

• There is no information in the public 

domain on cyber exercises conducted 

by any of the three services 

individually or together at this level.  

• It is worth mentioning that cyber 

formations are relatively well-placed to 

conduct cyber exercises as they have 

the necessary mandate and 

wherewithal.  

• CyberEx may have to migrate from the 

Indian Defense University to the 

recently established Defense Cyber 

Agency (DCA).  

• If, however, CyberEx has been 

envisaged as, and is intended to, 

maintain its present character under 

the auspices of the Indian Defense 

University, the DCA will have to 

initiate a concurrent cyber exercise in 

line with its mandate and technical 

competency. 

• In general, cyber exercises would 

prove to be much more relevant and 

constructive when the armed forces 

successfully integrate “cyber” with 

training, professional military 

education, military doctrine and, most 

importantly, war fighting.  

What lies ahead for India?  

• An annual or biennial cyber exercise 

warrants dedicated resources for the 

whole process, and substantial 

exposure to international cyber 

exercises.  

• Cyber exercises also require ardent 

support of the military leadership and 

enthusiasm among participants to 

make substantial improvements in 

each successive iteration.  

• Likewise, cyber must be a part of the 

curriculum and war-gaming exercises 

at the war and staff colleges. 

• Down the road, a cyber-exercise 

whether CyberEx or its successor 

should be developed as a platform for 

practitioners and thinkers to test their 

conceptual and technical skills under 

near-real-world whole-of-nation 

scenarios of cyber contingencies.  
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