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TARGET 2018
GOVERNMENT SCHEMES

Central sector schemes and Centrally Sponsored Scheme

e Central sector schemes are 100% funded by the Union government and implemented by the Central
Government machinery.

e Central sector schemes are mainly formulated on subjects from the Union List. They account for 11% of the
Central Government's expenditure.

e In Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) a certain percentage of the funding is borne by the States and the
implementation is by the State Governments.

e Centrally Sponsored Schemes are formulated in subjects from the State List to encourage States to prioritise in
areas that require more attention. They account for 10% of Central governments expenditure.

e Usually Centrally Sponsored Schemes are revisited at the end of each five year plan period.

e However, after the discontinuation of Five Year Plan, it has been decided that sunset date will be coterminous
with Finance Commission Cycles.

e All the 28 centrally sponsored schemes have Sunset clauses except MGNREGA under Ministry of Rural
Development.

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
Soil Health Card Scheme
e Soil Health Card scheme was launched in 2015 in Rajasthan.

e The card informs farmers about nutrients status of the soils along with the recommendation on appropriate
dosage of nutrients to improve soil health and fertility.

e The card will be issued once in every 3 years to a farm so that nutrients deficiency can be regularly detected
and improved.

e The aim is to provide Soil Health Card to all 120 million farm holdings by Dec, 2017.
e In the first phase of the scheme (2015-17), 100 million SHC have been distributed.
e The second phase began on May 1, 2017, and will continue for the year 2017 to 2019.

e This scheme is being implemented in collaboration with State Governments with 50:50 fund sharing pattern.

1.2 Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana

It is to provide comprehensive insurance coverage against crop loss.

It is compulsory for farmers availing crop loans for notified crops in notified areas and voluntary for non-loanee
farmers.

Premium rate - There is no capping in premium and one premium rate on pan-India basis. It is 1.5%, 2% and
5% for all Rabi, Kharif and annual horticultural/commercial crops, respectively.

There is no upper limit on the government subsidy i.e the difference between premium and insurance charges
paid by the farmer.

Losses covered - Non-Preventable risk such as Natural Fire, Storm, Hailstorm, Cyclone and Inundation has
also been included as a localized calamity. Post Harvest losses also covered.

A cluster approach will be adopted under which a group of districts with variable risk profile will be allotted to
an insurance company

Use of Remote Sensing Technology, Smart phones & Drones for quick estimation of crop losses to ensure early
settlement of claims.

It differs from the previous schemes like National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS) and Modified NAIS
(MNALIS) in the following ways,
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Features NAIS | MNAIS PMFBY

Premium rates Low High Lower than even NAIS

One Season — One Premium Yes No Yes

Insurance Amount cover Full Capped Full

Localized Risk coverage No Hail storm Hail storm, Land slide
Land slide Inundation

Post Harvest Losses coverage No Coastal areas - for | Coastal areas - for cyclonic
cyclonic rain rain and seasonal rain

Use of Technology Yes Intended Mandatory

1.3 Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana

It is to promote organic farming and the products will be linked with the market.

It will be implemented in a cluster based approach and farmers will be funded to meet the expenditure from
farm to market.

There is no liability for farmers for expenditure on certification.

1.4 Electronic National Agriculture Market (e-NAM)

It is a pan-India electronic trading portal which networks the existing APMC mandis to create a unified
national market for agricultural commodities.

NAM is a virtual market but it is connected to a physical market (mandi) at the back end and promotes genuine
price discovery.

Funding - Funded by Agri-Tech Infrastructure Fund (ATIF) which is set up through the Small Farmers
Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC).

License - Liberal licensing of traders and commission agents by state authorities and one license for a trader is
valid across all markets in the state.

Market Fee - Single point levy on the first wholesale purchase from the farmer.

Implementation - A Central Sector Scheme. Willing states enact suitable provisions in their APMC act for
integration with the e-platform.

Soil Testing Laboratories available in the mandis itself.

1.5 Small Farmer's Agriculture-Business Consortium (SFAC)

The scheme aims to support new ventures in agro-based industries and to promote the farmer producer
organisations (FPOs) and their integration in agriculture value chain.

SFAC gives Venture Capital Assistance and Project Development Facility to supports the new ventures in agro
based industries.

Beneficiaries: Individuals, farmers, producer groups, partnership, propriety firms, Self Help Groups and
companies etc.

1.6 National Food Security Mission

It is launched to enhance the production of Rice, Wheat, Pulses, Coarse Cereals and commercial crops (Cotton,
jute and Sugarcane).

Targets - Production of rice, wheat and pulses would be increased by 10, 8, 4 million tonnes respectively and
Coarse cereals by 3 million tonnes.

Funding - 50:50 by Centre and State for food crops and 100% centre funding for cash crops.

It would be implemented through cluster demonstration, distribution of high yield seeds with farm
mechanization, &Integrated pest management.
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e (Note - National Food Security Act is different from the Mission and the act is administered by the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs).

1.7 Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
e Main objectives are -
1. Extending the coverage of irrigation
2. Improving water use efficiency
3. End to end solution on source creation, distribution, management, field application and extension
activities.
e Itisformulated by amalgamating ongoing schemes

1. Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme (AIBP) - Ministry of Water Resources, River Development &
Ganga Rejuvenation (MoWR,RD&GR).

2. Integrated Watershed Management Programme (IWMP) - Department of Land Resources (DoLR),
Ministry of Rural Developement.

3. On Farm Water Management (OFWM) - Department of Agriculture and Cooperation (DAC).
e Implementation - Decentralised manner through State Irrigation Plan and District Irrigation Plan.
1.8 National Initiative on Climate Resilient Agriculture (NICRA)

e The mega project has three major objectives of Strategic research, Technology demonstrations and Capacity
building.

e It was launched by Indian Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR).

e Its aims to make farmers self-reliant by use of climate resilient agricultural technologies and management of
natural and manmade resources for sustaining agriculture in the era of climate change.

e It has four components:
1. Strategic research on adaptation and mitigation,
2. Technology demonstration to cope with current climate variability in 100 vulnerable districts,
3. Capacity Building
4. Sponsored competitive research to fill critical gaps.
1.9 Krishi Vigyan Kendras

e Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) are agricultural extension centers created by ICAR to provide various
types of farm support to the agricultural sector.

e Itis created to serve as a single window mechanism for addressing the technology needs of farmers and acts as
a link among researchers, extension functionaries like NGOs and farmers.

e The farm support includes farm advisory service including climate resilient technologies, training programme
for NGOs and front line demonstration and on Farm testing.

e KVK operates under the administrative control of State Agricultural University (SAU) or central institute.
1.10 Mera Gaon — Mera Gaurav

e The scheme envisages scientists to select villages and provide information to the farmers on technical and
other related aspects.

e It includes scientist functioning at the various centers and institutes of the Indian Council of Agriculture
Research (ICAR) and working with state agricultural universities.

e They may function with the help of KVKs and Agriculture Technology Management Agency (ATMA).
1.11  RKVY-RAFTAAR

e Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) is an ongoing centrally sponsored scheme started from XI Five Year
Plan period.

e RKVY has been approved to continue as RKVY- Remunerative Approaches for Agriculture and Allied sector
Rejuvenation (RKVY-RAFTAAR) for three years i.e. 2017-18 to 2019-20.
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RKVY — RAFTAAR scheme will incentivize States in enhancing more allocation to Agriculture and Allied
Sectors to achieve 4% growth rate.

It will provide considerable flexibility and autonomy to states in planning and executing programmes for
investment in agriculture and allied sectors.

The funds would be provided to the States as 60:40 grants between Centre and States (90:10 for North
Eastern States and Himalayan States).

The allocations are based up on the State plan expenditure for Agricultural sectors which is determined based
on the average expenditure incurred by the State Government during the three years prior to the previous
year.

The preparation of the District and State Agriculture Plans is mandatory and encourages convergence with
other programmes such as NREGS.

It will also strengthen farmer’s efforts through creation of agriculture infrastructure that help in supply of
quality inputs, market facilities etc.

It will further promote agri-entrepreneurship and support business models that maximize returns to farmers.
Sub-schemes under RKVY include
1. Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern India (BGREI)
Additional Fodder Development Programme (AFDP)
Saffron Mission
Crop Diversification Program
Livestock Health & Disease Control / Foot & Mouth Disses (FMD)
Beekeeping
Targeting Rice Fallow Areas (TRFA)
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay Unnat Krishi Shiksha Scheme

N o9 p W

It was launched to promote agricultural education.
Under the scheme 100 centres are opened with a fund of Rs.5.35 crore.

“Attracting and retaining youth in Agriculture (ARYA)” is a project sanctioned by the Indian Council of
Agriculture (ICAR) and is being implemented at Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVKs).

The main objective of the project was to provide complete knowledge and skill on processing, value addition
and marketing of coconut and banana products through capacity building programmes involving research and
development organizations.

e-RaKAM

e-Rashtriya Kisan Agri Mandi (E-RaKAM) is a digital platform portal enables farmers to sell their agricultural
products through auction.

Various E-Rakam centers are being developed to facilitate farmers for online sale their products across the
country.

The farmers would get the payment for their products directly into their bank accounts without any
intermediaries.

CWRC, a subsidiary of the Central Warehousing Corporation Ltd, will provide logistics support for sellers and
buyers in case they need it.

Project CHAMAN

It is a pioneer project to provide strategic development to the horticulture sector, so as to increase
farmers’ income.

This project is being implemented by National Crop Forecast Centre (MNCFC) using remote sensing
technology and is likely to be completed in March 2018 in all the states.

The Geo-Spatial Studies like crop intensification, orchard rejuvenation and aqua-horticulture are deployed for
preparing reliable estimates of crop production.

http://www.shankariasacademy.com | www.iasparliament.com




1.15

1.16

1.17

IAS PARLIAMENT ?

7 Information is a Blessing

National Programme on use of Space Technology for Agriculture (NPSTA)

NPSTA is a proposed programme which envisages integrated use of Space and Geospatial Tools for Mapping,
Monitoring and Management of Agriculture.

The current running programmes will be subsumed under this. They are
i.  Project FASAL (for crop forecasting),
ii. Project NADAMS (for drought assessment),
1ii. Project CHAMAN (for horticultural assessment and development),
iv.  Project KISAN (for crop insurance) and Crop Intensification planning.

The programme will have four sub-programmes such as Crop Assessment & Monitoring, Agricultural
Resources Management, Disaster Monitoring and Mitigation, Satellite Communication and Navigation
Applications.

Mission Fingerling
The mission aims to achieve enhanced fish production in the country and to meet the targets under the Blue
revolution by 2020-21.

Under this, potential states will be identified to strengthen the fish seed infrastructure and facilitate the
establishment of hatcheries and Fingerling rearing pond.

National Mission on Agricultural Extension and Technology (NMAET)

The mission aims to restructure and strengthen agricultural extension machineries to enable delivery of
appropriate technology and improved agronomic practices to farmers.

It is envisaged to be achieved by physical outreach and interactive methods of information dissemination, use

of ICT, popularisation of modern and appropriate technologies, availability of quality seeds, plant protection
etc.

It amalgamates all the existing agricultural extension schemes and regroups in to 4 Sub Missions such as
Sub Mission on Agricultural Extension (SMAE)
Sub-Mission on Seed and Planting Material (SMSP)
Sub Mission on Agricultural Mechanization (SMAM)
Sub Mission on Plant Protection and Plant Quarantine (SMPP)

DAIRY SECTOR

1.18

1.19

Rashtriya Gokul Mission

The mission is launched for conservation and development of indigenous breeds in a focused and scientific
manner.

It is a project under National Programme for Bovine Breeding and Dairy Development.

The objectives of this mission include Conservation of indigenous breeds and their development to improve
their genetic makeup, enhancing the milk productivitiy and distribution of disease free high genetic merit
bulls for natural service.

RashtriyaGokul Mission is being implemented through “State Implementing Agencies (SIA) viz Livestock
Development Boards.

Scheme is implemented on 100% grant-in-aid basis and throughout the country.
Implementation
1. Establishment of Integrated Indigenous cattle centres "Gokul Gram".
2. Establishment of Breeder's societies "Gopalan Sangh".
3. Award to Farmers "Gopal Ratna" and Breeders' societies "Kamadhenu".
4. Assistance to institution which are repositories of best germplasm.
National Dairy Plan-I
NDP I is a Central Sector Scheme for a period of 2011-12 to 2018-19.

It is a multi-state initiative with the following Project Development Objectives :
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i.  To help increase productivity of milch animals and thereby increase milk production to meet the rapidly
growing demand for milk

ii. To help provide rural milk producers with greater access to the organised milk-processing sector

It has focus on development and conservation of indigenous breeds of cattle and buffalo through
implementation of progeny testing and pedigree selection programme.

i.  6indigenous breeds of cattle (Gir, Sahiwal, Rathi, Kankrej, Tharparkar and Hariana)
ii. 6 buffalo breeds (Murrah, Mehsani, Jaffarabadi, Nili Ravi, Pandharpuri and Banni)

Funding will be through a line of credit from the International Development Association (IDA), which along
with the share of the Government of India.

NDP I will focus on 18 major milk producing states which together accounts for over 90% of the country’s milk
production.

Coverage of NDP I will however be across the country in terms of benefits accruing from the scheme.
Pashudhan Sanjivani
An animal wellness programme encompassing provision of Animal Health Cards - "NakulSwasthyaPatra".

It also issues UID identification of animals in milk and establish a National Database for controlling the
spread of animal disease and keep tracking of trade in livestock and its products.

E-Pashudhan Haat Portal

It is launched under the National Mission on Bovine Productivity for connecting breeders and farmers of
indigenous breeds.

This portal helps farmers to be aware about breed wise information on indigenous breeds. Farmers/breeders
can sale animals of indigenous breeds through this portal.

“Quality Mark” award scheme

The National Dairy Development Board with the support of Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and
Fisheries has initiated “Quality Mark” award scheme for dairy cooperatives.

It is to promote and encourage enhancement of safety, quality and hygiene of milk and milk products
manufactured by dairy cooperatives.

It is aimed at bringing about process improvement in the entire value chain from producer to the consumer to
ensure availability of safe and quality of milk and products both for the domestic and foreign market.

2. MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
2.1 Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Yojana

It is a direct market intervention scheme of the Department of Pharmaceuticals.

Its objective is to make available quality generic medicines at affordable prices to all, especially the poor,
throughout the country, through outlets known as Jan Aushadhi Stores (JASs).

It also encourages doctors to prescribe generic medicines and reduces unit cost of treatment per person.

The State Governments are required to provide space in Government Hospital premises or any other suitable
locations for the running of the JAS’.

Any Civil Society with experience of minimum 3 years of successful operation in welfare activities can also
open the JAS outside the hospital premises.

Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementing agency which will provide one-time
assistance in furnishing and establishment costs of the outlet.

It is a self-sustaining business model not dependent on continuous government subsidies or assistance.

2.2 Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) Kendras

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana’ is a campaign aimed to provide quality medicines at
affordable prices to the masses through special kendra’s known as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi
Kendra.

Kendras have been set up to provide generic drugs, which are available at lesser prices but are equivalent in
quality and efficacy as expensive branded drugs.
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Bureau of Pharma Public Sector Undertakings of India has been established under the Department of
Pharmaceuticals, for co-coordinating procurement, supply and marketing of generic drugs through PMBJK.

Earlier, only medicines manufactured by Central Public Sector Undertakings (CPSU) were being supplied to
Kendra. Later medicines which the CPSU’s not able to supply are being made from private manufacturers.

2.3 Pharma Jan Samadhan Scheme

The scheme provides a web based system for redressal of consumers’ grievances relating to pricing and
availability of medicines

It would serve as a robust e-governance tool for protection of consumers’ interests through effective
implementation of the Drugs (Price Control) Order 2013

National pharmaceutical pricing authority (NPPA) will initiate action on any complaint within 48 hrs of its
receipt.

3. MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION
3.1 Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) - UDAN

The objective is to facilitate regional air connectivity by making it affordable.
It offers concessions to the airlines to encourage them to fly on regional routes.

Concession include operating subsidies like levies or charges imposed by the airport operators, excise duty at
2% and VAT at 1% on aviation turbine fuel, parking charges at airports and exempting these operations from
the GST net.

Airports Authority of India (AAI) is the implementing agency.
The airfare per RCS seat should not exceed Rs 2,500 and will be determined based on the flight distance.

The selected airlines will have to commit 50% of the seats on RCS flights as RCS seats with 3-7 operational
flights per week.

A Regional Connectivity Fund (RCF) will be created to subsidise operations under the RCS.
The central government will fund 80% of the losses incurred and the rest will be covered by the states.

This is provided through the Viability gap funding (VGF) to the selected airline operators from RCF, and
state governments will be required to reimburse the applicable share.

VGF will be provided for three years from the date of commencement of operations of such RCS flights.

In general, central and state contributions for VGF are 80:20 and for the north-eastern states & union
territories it is 90:10.

Benefits under the Scheme will be available for a period of 10 years from the date of its notification.

RCS will be made operational only in states and at airports which are willing to provide concessions required
under the Scheme.

Earlier, there was a requirement of 150 km minimum distance between two airports to be qualified for
operations under the scheme. But later it was abolished.

Maharashtra is the first state to sign agreement with centre for RCS.

3.2 Digi Yatra

The initiative aims to bring together entire aviation industry to develop a digital ecosystem that will deliver
Indian airtravellers a seamless, consistent and paperless service experience at every touch point of their
journey.

All aviation stakeholders — airlines, airport operators, security and immigration agencies, cab operators, retail
establishment and others are working to devise digital standards which can enable seamless exchange of data
and information.

The platform will be built on 4 key pillars such as connected passengers, connected airports, connected flying
and connected systems.
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4. MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

4.1 Revenue Insurance Scheme for Plantation Crops (RISPC)

It aims at protecting the growers from the risks such as yield loss, pest attacks and income decline caused by
fall in prices through crop insurance mechanism, thereby stabilizing income of growers to ensure their
sustainability.

It is available only to plantation crops, for which crop insurance can no longer be availed from PMFBY.

The duration of the pilot scheme shall be one crop cycle commencing from the year 2016-17 which may spread
over 2 years.

RISPC is an improved form of the Price Stabilization Fund (PSF) Scheme.

It covers small growers of Rubber, Tea, Coffee (Robusta and Arabica), Tobacco and Cardamom having 10 ha or
less landholding.

The scheme is compulsory for growers registered with the respective Commodity Boards (CBs) and it is
implemented on pilot basis in 7 states.

The scheme will operate on the principle of 'Area Approach' and Commodity Board in consultation with the
concerned State Government shall designate an area as Insurance Unit (IU), which can be a village panchayat
or any other equivalent unit.

Scheme will cover income loss arising out of yield loss due to non-preventable risks viz. drought, dry spells,
flood, pest and diseases, hail storm etc and price fluctuation due to fall in international/domestic prices below
the average price of last 5 years excluding the current year.

Losses arising out of war and nuclear risk, malicious damage and other preventable risks are excluded.

Note - PSF for pulses and Agri-horticultural commodities is under Ministry of Consumer Affairs.

4.2 Start Up India Scheme

It aims at fostering entrepreneurship and promoting innovation by creating an ecosystem that is conducive for
growth of Start-ups.

According to the scheme, an entity headquartered in India shall be considered as a Startup up to seven years
from the date of its incorporation/ registration

However, in the case of Startups in the Biotechnology sector, the period shall be up to ten years from the date
of incorporation/ registration.

It provides -

Simple Compliance Regime for startups based on Self-certification.

Single window clearance based on mobile App.

Startup India Hub to handhold startups during various phases of their development

Legal support and fast-track patent examination by reducing 80% of the patent cost.

Faster exit for startups through modified new bankruptcy code ensuring 9o days exit window.
Credit Guarantee Fund for startups through Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI).
Providing funding support through a Fund of Funds with a corpus of Rupees 10,000 crore
Tax exemption on capital gains invested in Fund of Funds.

Tax exemption to startups for 3 years.

Exemption from labour inspection for 3 years.

Launch of innovation hub through Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) with Self —Employment and Talent
Utilization (SETU) Program of NITI Aayog

Harnessing private sector expertise for setting up incubators.

No letter of recommendation from an incubator/industry association shall be required for either recognition
or tax benefits.

The initiative is also aimed at promoting entrepreneurship among SCs/STs, women communities.
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e Rural India's version of Startup India was named the Deen Dayal Upadhyay Swaniyojan Yojana.
4.3 e-Biz
e Itis a part of the 27 Mission Mode Projects (MMPs) under National e-Governance Programme.

e The platform is to improve the business environment in the country by enabling fast and efficient access to
Government- to-Business (G2B) services through an online portal.

e It enables a shift in the Governments’ service delivery approach from being department-centric to customer-
centric with single window portal.

e A business user can avail all services 24*7 online end-to-end services i.e., online submission of forms,
attachments, payments, tracking of status and also obtain the license/permit from e-Biz portal.

4.4 Scheme for IPR awareness

¢ A'Scheme for IPR awareness — Creative India; Innovative India' has been launched by Cell for IPR
Promotion and Management (CIPAM).

e It aims at raising IPR awareness amongst students, youth, authors, artists, budding inventors and
professionals to inspire them to create, innovate and protect their creations and inventions across the country.

e Area of Coverage of the scheme - Pan India, including Tier 1, Tier 2, Tier 3 cities as well as rural areas.
e Total project Duration - 3 years (2017 — 2020).

e The scheme targets to conduct IPR awareness workshops/seminars tailored in 4 categories — Primary School,
Secondary school, University/ College and Industry, including MSMEs and Start ups.

e CIPAM - It is a professional body under the aegis of Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion.

e It works to take forward the implementation of the National IPR policy and creates public awareness about
IPR in the country.

4.5 Niryat Bandhu Scheme

e The objective of the Niryat Bandhu Scheme is to reach out to the new and potential exporters and mentor
them to get into international trade and boost exports from India.

4.6 Schemes under Foreign Trade policy of India

Merchandise Exports from India Scheme (MEIS)

MEIS aims to accelerate the export of manufactured products from India.
Vishesh Krishi and Gram Udyog Yojana (VKGUY)

e  Under this scheme, Duty Credit Scrip benefits are granted with an aim to compensate high transport costs and
to offset other disadvantages to promote exports of agricultural produce, minor forest produce etc.

e The duty credit scrip is a pass that allows the holder to import commodities by not paying a specified amount
in import duties and the scrip can also be traded in the market.

e Exporters are given this duty exemption scrips pegged at a certain percentage of the total value of their
exports.

Focus Market Scheme

e It aims to increase the competitiveness of exports to global markets by reducing high freight cost and other
duties.

e The exporters will get duty credit scrip as an economic incentive.
e Itisavailable only for the export of goods and not for services and only for specified markets.
Focus Product Scheme

e Focus Product Scheme incentivizes export of such products which have high export intensity / employment
potential, in order to offset infrastructure inefficiencies and other associated costs involved in marketing of
these products.

Served from India Scheme

e Served From India Scheme helps to accelerate growth in export of services.
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All Indian Service Providers who have free foreign exchange earning of at least Rs. 10 Lakhs and individual
Indian Service providers with minimum foreign exchange earnings of Rs. 5 lakh in preceding financial year /
current financial year shall qualify for Duty Credit Scrip.

The Duty Credit Scrip will be equivalent to 10% of foreign exchange earned during current financial year.

5. MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATION AND IT
5.1 Bharat Net

It is an ambitious programme to provide network infrastructure with affordable broadband connectivity on a
non-discriminatory basis to all households in the country.

It aimed to realize the vision of Digital India, in partnership with States and the Private Se