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FEBRUARY 2019 

G.S PAPER I 

1. ART AND CULTURE 

A post-harvest festival of the Konyaks (Lao-Ong Mo), shows us the way to achieve some of the 

sustainable development goals. Discuss 

KEY POINTS 

 One of the grandest annual celebrations in Mon is the “Lao-Ong Mo”, a post-harvest festival of the 

Konyaks.  

 To express gratitude to the divine spirits for the bountiful harvest by way of praying, singing, dancing and 

feasting. (a way of respecting the nature) 

 A large waste bin, also made of bamboo with the leaves had been lined on the trays with such skill that 

they fell into the bin as a neat little packet with all the waste food secured inside, without any leftovers. 

The trays were being collected for sunning and reuse. (Recycle and reuse) 

 According to the Konyak tradition, an anti-oxidant rich black tea, called “phika” is served after food 

poured into a disposable glass, carved out of bamboo stem. Such a seamlessly biodegradable pattern of 

food consumption. (healthy life while protecting environment) 

 Recently harvested millets, spices and vegetables were meticulously packed in firm packets made of palm 

leaf, not even a single plastic was used in the feasting and packaging. (reducing the environment 

pollution) 

 Thus the tribal culture is rich in tradition and scientific knowledge naturally present in India and is 

followed effectively by the tribes. Government of India can use these kind of festivals as an inspiration for 

better development of our country. 

2. SOCIETY 

Dard Aryan tribe from Jammu & Kashmir‟s Ladakh region were in dire need to preserve their 

legacy and culture. Discuss their concerns and strategies that need to be worked out by the 

Government of India to resolve their problem. 

KEY POINTS 

 Around 200 km from Leh are the villages of Dha, Hanu, Garkone and Darchik on both sides of the Indus 

River, inhabited by the Buddhist Dard Tribes.  

 The villages are together called the “Aryan valley”. “The word „Dard‟ is derived from a Sanskrit word, 

„Daradas‟, which means people who live on hillsides. 

Concerns of Dard Tribes 

 Tribals, perceive a threat to the heritage of the community owing to modernisation, migration and 

religious conversion.  

 The community prohibits marriage with outsiders to keep the gene pool intact. Of late, the Dard men have 

been migrating to other parts of the region (in search of livelihood) and marrying outside the tribe.  

 The tribe is struggling to find a balance between modernity and traditional values.  
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 Also, after the Kargil War, development work in this region has been restricted. Some of the areas of the 

Aryan valley are out of bounds for outsiders, since it borders Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. 

Government interventions 

 Government needs to construct enough number of schools(Eklavya model residential schools) and provide 

shelter to adapt to harsh weather conditions. 

 Providing market for their for their products like woollen clothes in Aadi Mahotsav festival will boost their 

income. 

 Declaring the “Aryan valley” a heritage village will give boost to boost tourism. 

 The tribe is already part of the Scheduled Tribes list, but the only way to sustain them is by giving them 

special status and helping make them self-sufficient so that they don‟t have to migrate. 

Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts has taken up the following initiatives to preserve cultural heritage of the 

Dard Aryans: 

 Assistance in setting up a few Museums in the Regions of Dard Aryans in Leh, Laddakh, Kargil, etc., 

with the help of local community. 

 A festival of Dard Aryan was organised by the IGNCA during  January, 2019 at IGNCA, in which around 

35 artists from Dard Aryan regions participated. The five-day festival included organizing a full-day 

Seminar at IGNCA, arranging their visit to MahaKumbh at Prayagraj, connecting them with the students 

and faculties of the Jawahar Lal Nehru University.  

3. GEOGRAPHY 

A record-breaking cold wave has swept through the US hitting sub-zero temperatures. Discuss the 

causal factor of this event and its link with the climate change. 

KEY POINTS 

 The extreme cold in USA has been caused by a blast of Arctic air, which in turn is a result of what is known as 

a “polar vortex” event. 

 The Polar Vortex is essentially a low-pressure area, it is a wide expanse of swirling cold air surrounding both 

polar regions. The counter-clockwise flow of air helps keep the colder air near the poles. 

 In winter, the polar vortex sometimes becomes less stable and expands. Many times during winter in the 

northern hemisphere, the [north] polar vortex will expand, sending cold air southward with the jet stream. 

This is called a polar vortex event, the “breaking off” of a part of the vortex.   

Link with Climate Change: 

 The jet stream, a meandering air current that flows over North America 

and Europe, is slowing and becoming wavier as the planet warms. The jet 

stream interacts with the polar vortex, helping bring numbing 

temperatures further south. 

 

Scientists also point to a complex sequence of events involving sea ice, which is 

rapidly diminishing in the Arctic. As the ice retreats, summertime heat is absorbed 

by the dark ocean that lies underneath. This heat is released into the atmosphere 

during winter, spurring winds that can disrupt the polar vortex. 
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Palghar district has been hit by some 30 low-intensity earthquakes since November 2018. Discuss 

the causes  for such repeated occurrence of earth quake in this region and provide a mitigation 

strategy in the light of Sendai frame work. 

KEY POINTS 

Causes for the Earth quakes 

 Data collected by The National Centre for Seismology (NCS) under the Ministry of Earth Sciences point to an 

“earthquake swarm”, a series of many low-intensity earthquakes without a discernible main shock that can 

occur over weeks in active geothermal areas. 

 These tremors have been caused due to intra-plate seismicity i..e occurrence of earthquakes within the 

tectonic plates. 

 Swarms are normal in peninsular India. Scientists have found no mining activity to explain the quakes, and 

have ruled out a small reservoir nearby as the cause. 

Mitigation strategy in the light of Sendai frame work 

 Measures  which are  taken before the occurrence of the Earth quakes forms the core part of mitigation 

strategy. 

 Besides saving lives, resistant school buildings can offer a community shelter in the aftermath, and help 

prevent education from being disrupted, thereby lessening the social impact. 

 Awareness about Earth quake mitigation at the community level with help of State Disaster response force, 

NGOs. Example: repairing defective electrical wiring and leaky gas connections, these are potential fire risks. 

 Dissemination of information about the event as quickly as possible to the public at large by the district 

collector, taluk offices, gram panchayats as soon as possible. 

 Frequent earth quake drills at public places like schools, Universities, Colleges etc. Recently The National 

Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)  conducted a mock exercise on earthquake preparedness in three 

North Eastern States - Tripura, Nagaland, Mizoram - which was held in collaboration with the respective State 

Disaster Management Authorities (SDMAs). 

It has been reported recently that the magnetic north pole is drifting fast towards Russia. 

Distinguish between Magnetic pole and geographic pole, and enumerate the reasons and 

consequences behind this phenomenon. 

KEY POINTS 

Difference between Magnetic and Geographic poles 

Geographic poles  

 The geographic poles are defined by the axis around 

which the planet rotates, and are fixed.  

 The Geographic North Pole is located in the middle of 

the Arctic Ocean while the Geographic South Pole lies 

on a continental land mass known as Antarctica.  

Magnetic Poles 

 Magnetic north is determined by the direction a compass 

points and is not static. 



 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com ||  www.iasparliament.com 

6 

 The Magnetic North Pole is a point on Ellesmere Island in Northern Canada where the northern lines of 

attraction enter the Earth. 

 The South Magnetic Pole is constantly shifting due to changes in the Earth's magnetic field. it off the coast of 

Antarctica, between Adélie Land and Wilkes Land. 

Reasons behind the phenomena 

 The movement of liquid iron and other metals in the outer core of the Earth is known to influence the 

magnetic field, but this movement is chaotic and turbulent. 

 It can also be attributed to the Earth‟s spin as the intensity of the magnetic fields are rapid and changing 

continuously across the earth. 

Consequences 

 The entire transportation sector, especially aviation and shipping, depends on correctly knowing the position 

of magnetic north to chart out their navigation paths. This will get distrupted 

 Similarly, it is crucial for militaries, who need to know this for firing their missiles or for other purposes. 

Knowing the magnetic north is vital for a number of civilian applications as well. 

 Great impact on Bird‟s migration as birds uses the earth‟smagnetic field to travel huge distances. 

 The compasses that are used in modern instrumentation are much more sophisticated, digital and more 

accurate. This is the reason why they need to be recalibrated to reflect the change in the magnetic north pole 

so requires corresponding updation. 

“Hindu Kush Himalaya Assessment” reveals that more than 35% of the glaciers in the region could 

retreat by 2100. Discuss its major consequences and the significance of collective efforts at 

international level. 

KEY POINTS 

Major consequences 

 The retreat of glaciers in Hindukush Himalayan Region could destabilise the hydrology of large parts of South 

Asia, China and Myanmar. Since this acts as “Third Pole”, Water tower of Asian region. 

 This will have a major bearing on the ice-fields, which are the largest repository of permafrost outside the 

polar regions.  

 According to Integrated Centre for Mountain Development (ICIMOD), the region acts source ten large rivers 

of Asian region especially in China, India, and Myanmar. 

 Large-scale warming could drastically alter the river flows in these countries. The receding glaciers could 

cause a deluge in the rivers during the monsoon while the flows are likely to plummet during the dry seasons, 

with serious implications for irrigation, hydropower and ecosystem services. 

 The ICIMOD study offers clues that the receding glaciers might be the reason for the changing monsoon 

pattern, the number of intense precipitation days and intensity of extreme precipitation have increased overall 

in the last five decades.  

Significance of cooperation at international level 

 The ICIMOD researchers point out that more studies are required to firm up the links between extreme 

weather events in the higher reaches of the Subcontinent and the erratic weather in the plains. This needs 

cooperation from countries of Asian region. 

 It happens when countries share their data on Himalayan landforms over last ten years to have a 

comprehensive study retreating glaciers. 
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 Geopolitical differences hould not come as an obstacle to these efforts which helps in protecting water security 

in the region. 

 Such cooperation must go alongside meeting the Paris Climate Change Pact‟s goals. 

What is meant by a hailstorm ? Identify the causes behind its formation and explain the impacts of 

its occurrence along with the preventive measures.   

KEY POINTS 

Hail storm is a solid precipitation in the form of balls or pieces of ice (hailstones) with diameters ranging from 5 to 50 

mm or even more. Hail can be extremely dangerous and can cause extensive damage in only a few minutes. 

Causes of Hail storm 

 It is one of the pre-monsoon storm events occur during convectively unstable atmospheric conditions 

culminating due to transient disturbances observed in the air mass due to the surface heating. 

 There was a confluence of winds coming from Bay of Bengal and Arabian sea which met over Northern India. 

 At the same time, jet streams, which are strong winds, were strong winds were passing over Northern plains 

and helped in deep cloud formation at the lower level. 

 Cold winds and low temperatures with western disturbances bringing showers over Northern India lead to hail 

formation. 

Impacts of Hail Storm 

 The standing wheat crop, which would have been harvested in  

mid-April has been flattened by the hail storm and the damaged crop cannot be retrieved. 

 Heavy damage to Vehicles along with severe damage to the roof of  house, causing injury to the persons who 

are without proper shelter. 

 Hail storms at this point are undesirable for the mustard, chana (chickpea) and potato crops that are in late-

maturity/early-harvesting stage. 

Preventive measures 

To avoid or minimize personal injury or property damage:  

 Move vulnerable items such as cars, equipment and machinery to shelter when a storm threatens, provided 

such action does not pose a personal risk.  

 If caught outside, reduce chances of injury to yourself by crouching down and protecting your head and neck 

as much as possible.  

 Protect pets & livestock. Many are injured each year by hail. Ensure that they have shelter available. 

Enumerate the major issues that affect the functioning of judiciary and suggest better alternatives 

to resolve those issues which pave the way for effective Judicial organisation in India.  

KEY POINTS 

Major issues plaguing judiciary 

 The first major issue is the idea of the CJI as the “master of the roster”. The previous CJI was criticised by 

many for the manner in which cases were allocated to judges arbitrarily. 

 The second issue is of how appointments to and transfers within the higher judiciary continue to be made., 

showing the opacity in the collegiums. 

 The third issue that concerns is the “sealed cover” as a means of receiving information about cases, having 

used it in three highly-documented litigations. This is completely against the idea of open, transparent justice 

and misuse of secrecy of information. 
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 The fourth issue is about post-retirement appointments, it is clear that such appointments really compromise 

the independence of the judiciary.  

 The fifth issue is that of the appeal made to the Supreme Court by itself against the order of the Delhi High 

Court on the applicability of the Right to Information Act, 2005, to the judiciary.  

Remedial measures 

 In democratic countries around the world, like UK, Canada, the allocation of work and the selection of 

benches is a consultative process, and necessarily involve a culture of trust. This needs to be reflected in the 

Indian Judiciary. 

 Transparency in collegiums has to be made through comprehensive Memorandum of Understanding between 

Judiciary and Executive. 

 Jurisprudence clearly shows that such secretive information should be resorted to only in exceptional 

cases. This needs to be adhered by Judiciary. 

 In case of post-retirement appointments, ideally, there should be a policy decision to introduce a cooling-off 

period after retirement before taking up new appointments. Or such appointments should be made by a 

neutral body which is free from executive influence.  

 Judgement regarding Supreme court rules and Right to information act 2005 needs to be decided 

comprehensively and rationally. 

What is meant by global commons? Discuss their significance, concerns and provide a holistic 

approach for the effective conservation of Natural resources.    

KEY POINTS 

The „Global Commons‟ refers to resource domains or areas that lie outside of the political reach of any one nation 

State. Thus international law identifies four global commons namely: the High Seas; the Atmosphere; Antarctica. 

Significance of Global Commons 

 According to UNEP, a third of the global population depends on „Commons‟ for their survival. 

 It acts as basis for the sustaining the livelihood of the human beings in the world. 

 65% of global land area is under „Commons‟, in different forms. At least 293,061 million metric tonnes of 

carbon (MtC) are stored in the collective forestlands of indigenous peoples and local communities.  

 Preserving Global common acts plays a pivotal role in attaining the sustainable development goals. 

Concerns regarding global commons 

 The state can have oversight over resource management, keeping people away from using and managing 

„Commons‟ is against effective governance of „Global Commons‟. 

 Over exploitation of resources and domination by private players acts as threat to global commons. 

 Withdrawal of Japan from International whaling commission is recent example which pose threat to 

ecosystems in Antarctica, due to hunting of whales. 

Required approach for the conservation 

 There needs to be a review of current governance of biodiversity and natural resources.  

 Countries need to stick to their goals as provided in the conventions, climate agreements signed at 

international level, eventhough the agreement is not binding upon the members. 

 Putting the resource management at the hands of people via decentralisation and empowering people at the 

grass roots level will help in utilizing the natural resources optimally in a diverse country like Inmdia. 
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What is meant by Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOF)? Identify the reasons that helped the 

survival of the architectural marvel, Kedarnath temple, from these floods. 

KEY POINTS 

GLOF, occur when the ice walls containing the reservoir fail, sending entire lakes down to inhabited areas below. 

During such emergencies, there is severe loss of lives and physical assets. 

Reasons for the survival of kedarnath temple 

 When the temple was being constructed, the technicians not only kept in mind the terrain but also the 

formation of snow and glaciers and ensured that the structure was strong enough not only to withstand 

natural disasters and the passage of time. 

 Actually, the entire area of Kedarnath is a part of Chorabari glacier. Kedarnath temple is surrounded by 

mountains from three sides.  

 The believers kept in mind that Lord Shiva, to whom Kedarnath is dedicated, is a not only a saviour but also a 

destroyer. So the entire temple complex and the area was built in such a way that the shrine would be able to 

survive natural disasters. 

 Its walls are around 12 feet thick and built from extremely strong stones and stands on a six-foot high 

platform. 

 The temple is immensely strong, made of thick, massive granites and high-grade 'metamorphic gneissic' rock 

slabs, pillars and bricks.  

 The roof is extremely strong, being sculpted out of a single stone, without concrete, cement or iron joints 

holding it together. 

What is meant by fish passes? Discuss the possible consequences of its construction, along with the 

relevant illustrations. 

KEY POINTS 

 Fish passes, also known as fish ladders or fish ways, aim to assist fish in crossing obstacles presented by dams 

and barrages.  

 They usually consist of small steps that allow the fish to climb over the obstacles and enable them to reach the 

open waters on the other side.  

 It requires controlling the water running over these ladders, as they must be adequate to catch the attention of 

the fish, but not too strong to deter them from swimming against it. 

Possible Consequences 

Positive: 

 Fish passage includes removal or replacement of barriers in the river systems. 

 Barrier removal can help manage flooding by allowing rivers to flow naturally which restores floodplains.  

 Removal also improves lives of tribal cultures. 

 Improving fish passage is good for fish and people too, more fish catch. Eg: Hilsa fish catch in India and West 

Bengal. 

Negative: 

 The fishes that do make it through do so in numbers far less than stated targets. 

 Uncertainty in returning to their original habitat. 
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 It is almost impossible to predict the behaviour of fish and quite impossible to anticipate the vagaries of 

water.  

 Frequent clogging up or obstruction of the fish passage facility. 

 The new fish pass on the Ganga will cover only 8 metres, a tiny fraction of the Ganga‟s  width at Farakka. A 

small number of the hilsa might well sneak through. 

G.S PAPER II 

4. POILITY 

Enumerate the major issues that affect the functioning of judiciary and suggest better alternatives 

to resolve those issues which pave the way for effective Judicial organisation in India. 

KEY POINTS 

Major issues plaguing judiciary 

 The first major issue is the idea of the CJI as the “master of the roster”. The previous CJI was criticised by 

many for the manner in which cases were allocated to judges arbitrarily. 

 The second issue is of how appointments to and transfers within the higher judiciary continue to be made., 

showing the opacity in the collegiums. 

 The third issue that concerns is the “sealed cover” as a means of receiving information about cases, having 

used it in three highly-documented litigations. This is completely against the idea of open, transparent justice 

and misuse of secrecy of information. 

 The fourth issue is about post-retirement appointments, it is clear that such appointments really compromise 

the independence of the judiciary.  

 The fifth issue is that of the appeal made to the Supreme Court by itself against the order of the Delhi High 

Court on the applicability of the Right to Information Act, 2005, to the judiciary. 

 Vacancies in the lower judiciary across states resulting in the piling up of pending cases, according to National 

Judicial Data Grid, around 3 crore case are still pending.  

Remedial measures 

 In democratic countries around the world, like UK, Canada, the allocation of work and the selection of 

benches is a consultative process, and necessarily involve a culture of trust. This needs to be reflected in the 

Indian Judiciary. 

 Transparency in collegiums has to be made through comprehensive Memorandum of Understanding between 

Judiciary and Executive. 

 Jurisprudence clearly shows that such secretive information should be resorted to only in exceptional 

cases. This needs to be adhered by Judiciary. 

 In case of post-retirement appointments, ideally, there should be a policy decision to introduce a cooling-off 

period after retirement before taking up new appointments. Or such appointments should be made by a 

neutral body which is free from executive influence.  

 Judgement regarding Supreme court rules and Right to information act 2005 needs to be decided 

comprehensively and rationally. 

 Filling up of Vacancies by compoleting the cycle recruitment process within stipulated time by States with help 

of Central Recruiting agency like UPSC. 
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Presiding officers have immense significance in functioning of the legislatures in India, but the 

loopholes in anti-defection law enforces the need for effective checks and balances in the Indian 

Polity. Discuss 

KEY POINTS 

Significance of Speakers in legislatures 

 Speakers are arbiters who steer, conduct, and maintain decorum of proceedings in Parliament and state 

assemblies.  

 They ensure that our legislative institutions fulfil their constitutional mandate of lawmaking, government 

accountability and representation. 

 Decides the questions of disqualification of a member of LokSabha, State Legislative Assembly on the ground 

of anti-defection law under the provisions of tenth schedule of the Indian Constitution. 

Loopholes under the anti-defection law 

 Anti-defection law gives Speakers the power to expel legislators would prevent unnecessary delays by courts, 

but their decisions criticised for decisions on the Membership of MLAs under the anti-defection law at state 

level. 

 The decisions being subjected to Judicial review gives extra work load to judiciary, thereby undermining the 

essence of parliamentary democracy as a whole. 

 At the same time it curbs the legislator‟s right to dissent and freedom of conscience. 

 Does not provide for the expulsion of legislator from his/her party for his activities outside the legislature. 

Need for effective checks and balances 

 Restricting the Speaker to only act against those legislators who defy the party whip while voting on matters 

that impact government stability. 

 The Speaker‟s powers in cases like expelling legislators, can be given to the President/Governor, acting on the 

advice of the Election Commission.  

 Independence of the speaker needs to be upholded, insulating from political interference and to act free and 

fair, without any fear. 

The office and role of the LG  needs to be restructured to recognise the shift in public sentiment 

towards more democracy. Elaborate in context of recent Supreme Court judgement on Delhi 

Government vs Lieutinant Governor.   

KEY POINTS 

Key concerns  

 The role of Lieutinant Governor with respect to union territories is not clearly mentioned in the Constitution 

of India. 

 In case of Puducherry The Union Territories act 1963, allows the office discretionary powers, but these must 

be exercised judiciously and only in exceptional circumstances. This gets often misued leading to the tussle. 

 The proposals LG of Puducherry has refused to approve the government initiative for free rice, undermining 

the elected legislative assembly. 

 While the Supreme court judgement on Delhi LG has limited its powers this has not been done in case of 

Puducherry. 
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Supreme Court’s Ruling 

 “Aid and advice” under Article 239AA means that the LG is bounded by the aid and advice of the 

elected government. 

 LG has no independent decision making power and cannot act as an obstructiuonist to policy 

decisions taken by Government. 

 LG cannot stall decisions mechanically, Government must be allowed to legislate and govern other 

issues. 

 In case of Puducherry these guidelines have not been followed properly, the decisions by LG of Puducherry has 

been taken without the concurrence of Elected representatives. 

 Thus the tussle between Chief Minister and LG undermines the democratic institutions enshrined in the 

constitution of India, leading to loss of trust on the Government by people. 

 The Supreme court judgement applies equally to Puducherry and has to be taken into account by LG for 

robust functioning of democratic institutions. 

The Supreme Court of India has great responsibility in upholding the constitutional claims, but the 

recent judgment on eviction of forest dwellers tends to undermine its reputation. Analyze. 

KEY POINTS   

 The Supreme court has recently ordered the eviction of lakhs of people whose claims as forest dwellers have 

been rejected under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest 

Rights) Act, 2006, or FRA.  

 This order negates the claims of citizens under special protection of the Constitution, viz. the Scheduled Tribes 

and other vulnerable communities. 

 According to Xaxa Committee on tribal welfare, 60% of the forest area in the country is in tribal areas — 

protected by Article 19(5) and Schedules V and VI of the Constitution.  

The Xaxa Committee observed that claims are being rejected without assigning reasons,  

(A) Based on wrong interpretation of the Other Traditional Forest Dwellers definition  

(B)  Simply for lack of evidence  

(C) Absence of GPS survey (lacunae which only require the claim to be referred back to the lower-level body).  

(D) Because the land is wrongly considered as „not forest land‟, or because only forest offence receipts are considered 

as adequate evidence.  

 The rejections are not being communicated to the claimants, and their right to appeal is not being explained to 

them.  

 These observation proves that flaws exists in administration mechanism and the executives are solely 

responsible for it. But the recent Supreme Court order tends to undermine the essence of Checks and balances 

implied in the constitution of India. 

 Further the order violates, Article 19(5) in the Fundamental Rights chapter of the Indian Constitution, which 

specifically enjoins the state to make laws “for the protection of the interests of any Scheduled Tribe”, is vital.  

 As the order tends to violate the essence of Fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution of India, 

Supreme court now needs to review its order on eviction of Tribal dwellers and preserve the social justice in 

the Indian Society. 
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5. GOVERNANCE 

Competitive populism is on the opposite end of the spectrum of competitive federalism. Justify 

KEY POINTS 

 Competitive populism is the idea of framing the policies and campaigns by the political parties that focuses 

more on the individual problem rather than the country as a whole. 

 This results in the implementation of short term plans and lack proper outcomes , resulting in the wastage of 

financial resources. 

Competitive populism opposite to Competitive federalism 

 Competitive populism among political parties and offers of loan waivers and free power in the run up to 

elections are just temporary solutions that do not address structural changes needed to sustainable 

development. 

 Example: Loan waiver schemes for farmers cause big relief from farmers‟ perspective nut increasing NPAs 

cause huge problems in Indian Economy, widens the fiscal deficit and impede fiscal consolidation. 

 The explanation for the source of funds for the schemes developed on the basis of Competitive populism lacks 

reasonable explanation from policy makers to people. 

 This causes the loss of trust and confidence of people on Government thus affecting the mechanism of Good 

Governance in India at all levels of adminstration. 

 Moreover, the interrelationship between the centre and state gets hampered because of the competitive 

populism, as the idea of inclusive development takes back seat in the process of decision making in the 

Government. 

 Further the respect ot the separation of powers (hoerizontlly) gets undermined, where the policies designed 

results in improper outcomes which leads to the intervention of judiciary in executive domain, causing judicial 

overreach. 

 Thus the outcomes of competitive populism in various ways lies opposite to the ideals of Competitive 

federalism. 

 

6. GOVERNMENT POLICIES 

Investments in Aluminium industries are picking up at rapid pace, yet it needs a great push from 

Government of India. Discuss the major policy directives that are essential to give fillip to the 

industry.   

KEY POINTS 

The major sectors identified as key to the country‟s Make-in-India initiative consume aluminium. In addition, 

aluminium is becoming a sector of strategic significance considering the role it plays in energy security, aerospace, 

defence, infrastructure and automobiles.  

The key role the aluminium sector plays is reflected in the rapid pace at which the domestic aluminium producers have 

been making investments. 

Problems faced by the Industry 

 The country continues to meet 60% of demand through imports, even as domestic market share declines to 

40% in FY19.  

 Aluminium comprises roughly 1% of India‟s total imports.  

 The import of scrap aluminium has posed serious threats—with 57% share of the total imports 
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 The trade war between the US and China that led to a hike in import tariff on aluminium on both sides, and 

China‟s decision to add aluminium scrap in the restricted import list, are expected to divert the global scrap 

supply chain towards India due to its subpar standards for scrap import.  

Major Policy directives 

 Restricting aluminium imports will result in saving foreign exchange outgo.  

 If the government wants to curb imports, save foreign exchange, and encourage domestic consumption to 

boost economic growth, as part of the upcoming Union Budget . 

 Interim measure, Government of India need to increase the existing customs duties on both primary 

aluminium and the scrap metal to 10%, and thereby establish an import duty parity between the two—which is 

similar to other non-ferrous metals. 

What do you mean by a digital village? In what ways does the recently announced initiative narrow 

the digital divide in India? 

KEY POINTS 

 Digital Village is conceptualised as a connected village where citizens can avail various e-Services of the 

Central Government, state Governments and private players in a rural and remote villages in the country.  

 The idea behind DigiGaon is to see how many activities that can be initiated and also how the village can 

become a self-sustainable unit. 

Bridging the digital divide 

 Digital villages are equipped with Wi-fi choupal (rural Wi-Fi infrastructure and a slew of suitable 

applications). 

 These villages will have the regular CSC services like banking, health, education, financial services, and a host 

of other services. 

 It will also spur digital entrepreneurship thereby promoting start ups in the hinterlands ensuring the last mile 

connectivity. 

 The DigiGaon initiative to provide telemedicines, education and skills through digital technology will increase 

empowerment, especially for women and physically challenged people. 

 The initiative will give boos to the importance of already existing schemes like Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital 

Saksharta Abhiyan (PMGDISHA), Bharat net and also increases the awareness among rural people. 

 Increase in connection with urban India which also boosts the trade and transportation across the backward 

regions. 

 Programmes like SWAYAM, MOOC will help improve the digital literacy, thereby narrowing the digital divide. 

The „Young India Adhikar March‟  by youths shows inefficiencies in allocating financial resources in 

higher education. Discuss the measures to overcome it. 

KEY POINTS 

Major lacunae in allocating resources 

 Lack of comprehensive data related to higher education in India both at state and Central level. 

 The All India Survey on Higher Education report contains traces of more inaccurate statistics— adjusting 

“growth” in the number of teaching positions by changing the base year for comparison (to 2010-11 from 

2013-14).  

 Reduction in teaching jobs in the Universities, followed by higher salary package in the private universities 

leads to poor utilization of financial resources by the government. 
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 Administrative delays in releasing research grants to the entitled beneficiaries results in losing hope on 

government by the candidates. 

Measures needed 

 Timely release of funds to the research scientists from Higher education financing agency (HEFA) without any 

delays. 

 Collection of Comprehensive data on higher education by Ministry of Human resource development. 

 Effective implementation of Annual Refresher Programme in Teaching (ARPIT), a major and unique 

initiative of online professional development of 15 lakh higher education faculty using the MOOCs platform 

SWAYAM. 

 More autonomy and independence to University grants Commission as a funding body for higher education. 

In the interim Budget, the government has unveiled two programmes - PM-KISAN and a pension 

scheme for  unorganized workers. Discuss challenges in implementing these and suggest remedial 

measures to overcome it. 

KEY POINTS 

 Under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN), the government will be providing direct 

income support at the rate of Rs 6,000 per year to vulnerable landholding farmer families having cultivable 

land up to 2 hectares. 

 Pradhan Mantri Shram-Yogi Maandhan, pension policy will provide them an assured monthly pension of Rs 

3,000 from the age of 60 on a monthly contribution ranging from Rs 55 to Rs 100 during their working age. 

Challenges in implementing the schemes 

 The key element is land ownership records, various states lack digitization of land records, updating these land 

records continues to be a major problem. It is well known that poor land records, including benami property, 

are an endemic problem in most states.(PM-KISAN). 

 Linking farm income support to land ownership will lead to excluding landless labourers and tenant farmers, 

potentially creating further social tensions. 

 Identifying the beneficiary is a complicated process in both the schemes as current Government continues to 

rely on SECC 2011 census, which doesn‟t capture the reality. 

 Monthly pension is pegged at Rs 3,000, which is double the minimum pension in the organised sector. As 

such, the scheme puts the workers in the formal sector at a disadvantage and creates a disincentive towards 

formalisation of the economy.( PM Shram-Yogi Maandhan). 

Remedial Measures 

 Creating a comprehensive centralized database both at the state and Central level which will help government 

to identify the entitled beneficiaries for all the government schemes. 

 Rapid pace of digitization of land records with roper updation with help of Common service centres by MeiTy. 

 The government can channel this help under (PM Shram-Yogi Maandhan) via the Public Provident Fund 

scheme instead of launching a new scheme.  

 Effective implementation of already existing schemes like Atal Pension Yojana, direct benefit transfers will go 

a long way in providing socio-economic prosperity by the Government. 
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The Government of India has recently amended the Mines act 1952 which allows women to work in 

underground mines. Discuss its major consequences.   

KEY POINTS 

 The Mines Act 1952 expressly forbade the employment of women in underground mines, and allowed them to 

work in above-ground mines only between 6 am and 7 pm. 

 Now, however, the labour ministry has amended the rules to allow women to work in underground mines 

during the day time and in opencast mines round the clock. 

Consequences 

 Women in underground mining now can occupy “technical, supervisory and managerial” positions, this  helps 

mining engineers. 

 Employers are mandatory to provide the workers with adequate facilities and safeguards regarding 

occupational safety, security and health. 

 Narrowing gender disparity in mining sector which was traditionally dominated by men. 

 Increase in income to the households who depend on mining of minerals, thereby results in increased 

participation of the women. 

 This amendment helps in increasing the female labour force participation rate in the mining sector. 

 Moreover it upholds the essence of Article 16 of the Indian Constitution which directs government of India to 

provide equal employment opportunity to the citizens. 

Negative Consequences 

 Disadvantage to blue collar workers as they have not been mentioned in the amendment. 

 Impact of the health on Women is not comprehensively addressed. 

 Provisions on compensation to workers needs to be addressed properly. 

Domestic policy support for wind energy in India has resulted in increase in share of total installed 

capacity of renewable power. Explain 

KEY POINTS 

 Considered much cheaper than solar, wind energy is globally emerging as a favourite option, especially when 

energy is a major expense. It is now being deployed and is operational in many countries including India. 

 Wind power development, which started in India in the 1990s, has significantly increased in the last few years. 

India plans to add 60 GW of wind power installed capacity by the year 2022.  

 According National Institute of Wind Energy, domestic policy support for wind power has enabled India to 

become the fourth largest in the world with an installed capacity of over 34 GW as of June 2018, despite being 

a new comer to this Industry. 

Policy Support by Government of India 

 For precise wind quality measurements one LiDAR(Light Detection and Ranging)  has been installed near 

Gujarat coast which is generating data about quality of off-shore wind since November, 2017.   
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 Encouraged by quality of off-shore wind, a private sector player has also installed LiDAR in Gulf of Kutch in 

Gujarat for offshore wind resource measurements.  

 Waiver of Inter-State Transmission Charges and losses; 

 Empowering of Wind Power Projects through competitive bidding and  for optimal utilization of wind 

resources. 

 Offshore wind energy policy for development of offshore wind energy in the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone. 

 Supporting research and development on various aspects of renewable energy including with industry 

participation. 

With the right steps, India‟s wind industry is poised to meet the government‟s revised target of 67 GW ahead of 2022. 

Moreover, wind is riding strong on the competitive bidding regime and an increased demand for green energy that is 

reliable, affordable and a mainstream source of energy.  

Thus the wind Industry is regaining momentum, considering there is a clear visibility of 10-12 GW with a plan of 

further bids by the ministry of new and renewable energy (MNRE). 

Discuss the policy prescriptions that are required for the country to regulate the content on web and 

also to provide clarity to the law curbing unlawful content. 

KEY POINTS 

Rule 3(9) of the Draft of the Information Technology [Intermediary Guidelines (Amendment) Rules] 2018 released by 

the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeiTy) follows the that platforms using automated tools, for 

proactively identifying and removing or disabling public access to unlawful information or content. 

This requires a reasonable regulation from the Government so that the restrictions clearly doesn‟t violate Freedom of 

Speech, Expression implied in the Constitution of India. 

Policy Prescriptions 

 Any policy prescription needs to be adequately piloted and tested before implementation. 

 The first step towards framing an adequate policy response would be to segregate the content needing 

moderation based on the strong reason for them being problematic, defined in various circumstances. 

 The wordings like intermediaries, unlawful content must be comprehensively defined with various 

possibilities. 

 It is imperative that the nature of intermediaries to which a policy applies are clearly delineated. For example, 

Whatsapp, which offers end-to-end encrypted services would not be able to filter content in the same way 

internet platforms like Twitter can. 

 The first option going forward is user-filtering, is a decentralised process, through which the users of an online 

platform collectively endeavour to regulate the flow of information. 

 Enhancing the present model of self-regulation, that the platform must publish all data related to public posts 

and the processes followed in a certain post selectively attaining „viral‟ or „trending‟ status or conversely, being 

removed. 
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 Community driven social mechanisms. An example of this is Telengana Police Officer efforts to combat fake 

news in rural areas by using Janapedam , an ancient form of story-telling , to raise awareness about these 

issues. 

7. EDUCATION 

Freshly graduated Engineering students are not carrer-ready to sustain in the industries. Discuss 

its root causes, and identify the utility of PM Kaushalya Vikas Yojana in this context. 

KEY POINTS 

Engineering principles learned in college are rarely applied in the world of software or product development. Freshly 

minted graduates are not really career-ready to take on the task of developing and maintaining the world‟s computer 

systems. 

Root causes  

 The root causes of these problems are due to the diverse set of conflicting visions and goals of the key 

stakeholders.  

 The majority of students never wanted to pursue engineering but did so because of parental pressure. 

 Professors had few clues about the vision of their management, and mostly stuck to teaching from exam point 

of view, rather than developing market oriented skills via practical classes. 

 The owners of these sprawling universities, drawing strength from their business legacies, often have little 

experience in the field of engineering education.  

 The motive to increase revenues and improve branding is paramount, and building impressive campus 

infrastructure to attract students is a common approach. 

Utility of PM Kaushal Vikas Yojana 

 The scheme provides vocational training to the youths to impart skills that are needed by the industry, here 

youth have more exposure to the subjects and apply the principles of Engineering. 

 The certification provided, increases the employability of the youths, thus reaping the fruits of demographic 

dividend. 

 Practical learning experience helps youth to think innovatively and helps them contribute in the field of 

Science and Technology. 

 This scheme mostly fills the gaps present in the engineering education system in India, if this gets applied in 

colleges directly India will produce qualified engineers with the required skills. 

8. SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Indian needs more women Parliamentarians for a balanced future of the country. Examine 

KEY POINTS 

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay was the first Indian woman to contest an election. Influenced by Irish-Indian suffragist 

Margaret Cousins and by Mahatma Gandhi, she was a strong voice for a woman‟s right to elect and be elected. 

 According to a list compiled by the Inter-Parliamentary Union, ndia ranks 153 out of 190 nations in the 

percentage of women in the lower house of world parliaments. 
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 India had 65 women out of 545 members of Parliament (MPs) elected to the 16th Lok Sabha in May 2014, for a 

12% representation, showing very low percentage of Women representation in parliament. 

Issues regarding representation 

 While the allocation of total seats to states is done on the basis of population, the resultant women‟s 

representation at 12% is far below the actual population of women.  

 A fully representative Parliament allows the different experiences of genders to craft priorities and shape the 

economic and social future of a democratic society. 

 There is documented evidence both at the international level and at the gram panchayat (village) level to 

suggest that a greater representation of women in elected office balances the process and prioritizations that 

elected bodies focus on. 

 This also has been proven in case of India via many success stories, but at the National this has to be 

replicated. 

Possible remedial measures 

  (A) Quotas for women in Parliament.  

  (B) Reservation for women in political parties.  

  (C) Awareness, education and role modelling that encourage women towards politics.  

 (D) Election commission led Reservation for women in the Lok Sabha,    as the bill for reservation of Women    

has been lapsed, it does allow for a more meritocratic and less complex method of reservation for women. 

The Project Disha sets an excellent example in creating skilful Biz Sakhis resulting in socio-

economic empowerment of Women in India. Explain 

KEY POINTS 

Disha is a partnership between the India Development Foundation and UNDP, supported by IKEA 

Foundation, that aims to support one million underprivileged women in India learn marketable skills and 

connect with income opportunities.  

Current situation 

 The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation shows that women constitute only 14 per cent of 

the total entrepreneurs in the country. 

 Women in rural areas face multiple barriers to pursuing income-generating activities, with patriarchal family 

and societal norms being the primary hurdle 

 Other issues include lack of awareness about opportunities, difficulty in accessing formal financing and poor 

customer management skills. 

Outcomes of the project 

 Biz Sakhis are women from rural communities who guide budding female entrepreneurs through multiple 

processes and provide both practical and psychological support to them.  



 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com ||  www.iasparliament.com 

20 

 As a first step, they encourage rural women to start their own businesses by making them aware of 

entrepreneurship as a realistic opportunity, and, by informing them of the benefits of starting their own small 

businesses. 

 Even after the women are trained, access to finance remains a big hurdle for rural women,Biz Sakhis are 

instrumental at this point in helping them access formal banking channels for loans, by providing them 

information about schemes such as the Mudra Yojana Scheme of the government. 

 Biz Sakhis provide inputs to help women access market linkages and introduce them to a variety of business 

models and ideas to help them scale up. They also work with small business owners to develop their 

communication skills, and to be able to persuade and negotiate with stakeholders within the ecosystem of 

their businesses. 

Explain the strategies that are required to bridge the gender gap across states in India.  

KEY POINTS 

SDG-5 stresses on Gender equality to be achieved by 2030 

Strategies required 

 States need to strengthen the monitoring of the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act, 

1994 for ensuring its stringent implementation.  

 Investments in locally customised information, education and communication campaigns also need to be 

enhanced, including offering rewards for districts that achieve the desired sex ratio.  

 Identifying girls who are at risk of dropping out of school and those who have already dropped out is crucial. 

An electronic national educational registry for tracking every child could be a possible avenue for doing this. 

Relatively higher financial incentives also need to be provided for delaying child marriage. 

 Conditional cash transfer schemes like the „Kanyashree Prakalpa‟, which has been successful in promoting 

girls‟ education in West Bengal, need to be replicated.  

 Investments in safe transport options such as Bihar‟s bicycle distribution scheme and school infrastructure, 

especially provision of separate toilets and sanitary napkins, need to be stepped up considerably. 

 The implementation of legal frameworks like the Maternity Benefit Amendment Act needs to be monitored 

and incentivised. 

 The 33.3 per cent reservation in Panchayati Raj Institutions (now 50 per cent in some States) has enabled over 

one million women to participate in local governance every five years. This needs to be replicated at all levels 

of the governance system. 

 Skill training programmes also need to be reoriented to focus on training women in non-traditional areas like 

construction and taxi-driving.  

 Bringing about transparency in recruitment and promotion policies and correcting any gender biases that 

creep into wages are vital as is ensuring strict implementation of the Sexual Harassment of Women at 

Workplace Act. 
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9. HEALTH 

The WHO estimates that blood donation by 1% of the population is generally the minimum needed to 

meet a country‟s most basic blood requirement. In this context, discuss the road map for creating 

efficient, safe blood transfusion system in India.  

KEY POINTS 

 Blood transfusions are a key life-saving intervention as per the World Health Organisation (WHO), being an 

integral part of most medical procedures.  

 Ideally, all blood need should be converted into clinical demand by ensuring access, enhancing infrastructure 

and improving health-seeking behaviour of the population.  

 Even though India has adequate blood banks to cater to its population, these are unevenly spread across 

geographies.  

 To improve access and availability without additional resource commitments, there is a scope for 

institutionalising the partially centralised hub-and-spoke model, where a fully equipped centralised blood 

centre can cater to multiple satellite blood banks or storage centres performing limited functions.  

 Blood delivery within this model can further be strengthened through innovative technologies, and already 

some start-ups are exploring drone delivery. 

 It is imperative for national estimates to be updated periodically to accurately estimate need and demand, and 

compare these against blood utilisation.  

 Another means of ensuring adequate blood supply using the existing donor pool is by reducing dependence on 

whole blood.  

 Model donor selection and donor referral processes should conform to the regulations prescribed by National 

Blood Transfusion Council to reduce risk of transfusion transmitted infections (TTIs). 

 e-Rakt Kosh, an ICT-enabled Blood Bank Management Information System that interconnects all blood banks 

in a state into a single network, this needs to be upscaled at national level. 

 For blood banks, it is a tool to standardise and streamline SOPs and workflow. Its citizen interface assists 

potential donors and patients, giving real-time information about nearest blood banks, donation camps, and 

blood availability including of a particular blood group. 

The detection of NDM-1 in prisitine arctic region signifies the globalisation of antibiotic resistance.  

Discuss, along with the salient features of the gene and possible solutions to curb the effects of the 

gene. 

KEY POINTS 

 High Arctic zone (Kongsfjorden region of Svalbard) and scientists were surprised to find a rather robust 

presence of NDM-1. 

 NDM-1 gene is present in highest concentrations near fresh water sources where wildlife tend to congregate. 

 The findings point towards the involvement of migratory birds, who could carry the resistance in the gut and 

transfer it to the Arctic soil through faecal matter. 

 It is also possible that it may have migrated with humans and spread via local wildlife. 
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Salient features of the gene 

 The NDM-1 protein product itself does not cause disease, but it has the potential to change the characteristics 

of bacteria. 

 The gene makes bacteria resistant to antibiotics. In this way, it can lead to a range of conditions, such as a 

urinary tract, bloodstream, or wound infections and pneumonia. 

 The NDM-1 gene allows the bacterium to produce an enzyme that neutralizes the activity of these antibiotics 

like Carbapenems. 

 A bacterium carrying the NDM-1 gene is considered a very powerful superbug. 

Potential threats of the gene 

 Overuse of antibiotics increasing the risk of NDM-1 expression and transferring to other bacteria through a 

process called HGT(Horizontal Gene Transfer). 

 The NDM-1 gene causes bacteria to produce an enzyme called a carbapenemase. Carbapenemase renders 

many preferred types of antibiotic ineffective, including carbapenems. 

 A bacterium with a plasmid containing the NDM-1 protein product has the potential to be resistant to many 

current antibiotics, as well as newer antibiotics that could become available in the near future. 

 If NDM-1 jumps to a bacterium that is already antibiotic-resistant, dangerous infections could emerge. These 

would spread rapidly between people and might not be treatable. 

Possible solutions 

 Effective surveillance at all levels of administration. 

 Quickly identifying and isolating patients infected with the bacteria. 

 Sterilizing hospital equipment. 

 Following hand-hygiene procedures in hospitals. 

According to Magnitude of Substance Use in India, 2019, use of cannabis is progressively increasing 

in India. Explain the reasons and mechanisms established by Government of India to address the 

issue.  

KEY POINTS  

Reasons for increase in use 

 Peer pressure among the youths tempts them to use drugs. 

 Easily affordable in the black market. 

 Geographical location of India which lies between Golden crescent and Golden Triangle. 

 Favourable tropical climate, nutrient rich soil makes easy for the cultivation of Cannabis. 

 Glorification, in popular media such as television series and films. 

  Lack of household stability triggered by low and irregular income and unemployment may increase the stress 

on the family and its vulnerability to drug abuse.  
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Mechanism creat to address drug abuse 

 Illegal cultivation of opium poppy (Papaver sominiferum) and cannabis (Cannabis sativa) are offences under 

The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985.  

 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare of the Government of India runs a number of drug-de-addiction 

centres in various Government hospitals across the country.  

 The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has been implementing a Scheme for Prohibition and Drug 

Abuse Prevention since the year 1985-86.  

 The approach of this Scheme is to provide the whole range of services including awareness generation, 

identification, counselling, treatment and rehabilitation of addicts through voluntary and other organizations.  

 Under this Scheme, the Government supports  Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) running 

Deaddiction-cum-Rehabilitation Centres, De-addiction Camps, and Counselling and Awareness Centres.  

 The Government of India is supporting NGOs in the form of grant in aid for running  Integrated 

Rehabilitation Centre for Addicts (IRCAs). 

10. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

With US withdrawing from Afghanistan, India must find ways to maintain its presence. Explain in 

the context of India‟s foreign policy. 

KEY POINTS 

India‟s developmental approach has earned it immense goodwill among the Afghan people. However, the “soft power” 

strategy has limitations.  

India cannot send troops to Afghanistan since there is a domestic consensus against it and results in Pakistan‟s 

exclusion from the peace process. 

Ways to maintain its presence 

 Establishing a strong trade link with Afghanistan by increasing the pace of construction of Chabahar port and 

completing Zaranj-Delaram road will boost bilateral economic relations. 

 Partnering with China, Pakistan via Shanghai Cooperation Organisation to deal with terrorist outfits and 

negotiate with them peacefully. 

 Effective implementation of Project Mausam by Ministry of Culture will give fillip to the cultural integtration. 

Archaeological survey of India has played crucial role in maintaining the site of Bamiyan Budhha in 

Afghanistan. 

 India-Afghanistan Trade and Investment Show to be conducted frequently which has the immense potential in 

the bilateral trade and further strengthened the commercial relations between India and Afghanistan. 

 Frequent diplomatic missions at regulaer intervals by Ministry of External Affairs will provide thrust to the 

Confidence building measures of the Government of India thereby increasing the influence of soft power with 

the help of Indian Council for Cultural Relations. 

These steps will allow India to have great hold over relations with Afghan and help in establishing peace in 

Neighborhood.. 



 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com ||  www.iasparliament.com 

24 

India‟s deepening bilateral relationship with Saudi Arabia plays pivotal role in strengthening its 

Look West policy. Elucidate 

KEY POINTS 

 Saudi Arabia sees India as an important partner. Signing of „Delhi Declaration‟ in 2006, laid the roadmap for 

bilateral cooperation. 

 Nearly 3 million Indians form the largest expatriate community in the Kingdom. India has also seen its Haj 

quota increasing consecutively during the last two years . 

 Investing in India‟s value chain from oil supply, marketing and refining to petrochemicals and lubricants is a 

key part of its global downstream strategy.  

 The integrated refinery and petrochemicals complex at Ratnagiri in Maharashtra, being jointly developed by 

Saudi Aramco, Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) and a consortium of Indian public sector units 

(PSUs) is yet another milestone. 

 Saudi Arabia is also a part of India strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL) , investment in Zakum oil 

field by Indian Companies  enhances the India‟s energy security. 

 Moreover India Exports to Saudi Arabia, like cereals millets Basmati rice enhance the nutritional intake. 

 Government of India, led a high-level delegation consisting of State Tourism officers and private tour 

operators to the Kingdom to participate in „Road Shows‟ in Jeddah, strengthen the cultural ties. 

 Further Haj pilgrimage brings both the countries closer respecting the religion Saudi Arabia gave its approval 

to Visit Haj via sea route which economical and environmentally safe for World. 

 Strengthening ties with Saudi Arabia brings the countries of middle east closer to India, as India can leverage 

its soft power effectively to solve the ongoing crisis in Syria, Yemen and can bring peace with the help of UN 

peace keeping missions. 

 This indeed helps India to strengthen its Look West Policy and enable middleeast countries to realize the 

potential of India in resolving problems that endanger peace. 

 The factor China, USA should be taken into consideration, the strengthening of relations need to be carried by 

patnering with major powers rather than competing against it. 

How will the shift in Indus Water Treaty 1960 by India affect both the countries? 

KEY POINTS 

From India’s perspective 

 Recent Pulwama terror attack enforced India to utilize the full share of waters in Beas, Ravi, Sutlej which lies 

under the scope of Indus Water Treaty 1960. 

 This could be used for irrigation purpose in areas of Leh and Ladakh which can improve the productivity of 

Horticulture, resulting in increased household income. 

 Establishing Run of River projects(RoR) in the Western rivers  (Chenab, Jhelum, Indus) where the 

operation remain unrestricted. This increases the supply of Hydro-electricity to Jammu and Kashmir. 
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 Eventhough India stick to the provisions of The treaty this policy shift overshasdows India‟s Soft power matrix 

(to measure the effectiveness of India‟s foreign policies). 

From Pakistan’s perspective 

 Pakistan being downstream part of the Indus system gets affected severely because India‟s move. Restricted 

flow of water affects agricultural productivity of the country. 

 Sowing of Wheat and its associated cropping pattern could get undermined, resulting in poor output. 

 This further results in reduction of confidence building measures bilaterally, undermines vision of SAARC, 

and the potential integration of South Asian region. 

 Whenever there exists a crisis, it is an opportunity for others. Further increase in dominance of China‟s hold 

over Pakistan, thereby destabilising effect of the neighbourhood policies of India. 

The opinion of International Court of Justice shows that decolonisation of Chagos archipelago 

seems inevitable. Examine 

KEY POINTS 

 The sovereignty of the Chagos Archipelago was disputed between the UK and Mauritius.  

 The United Kingdom occupied the archipelago from Mauritian territory in 1965, three years before Mauritius 

gained independence in 1968. 

 UK also leased out Deigo Garcia military base to USA. 

Reasons for decolonization 

 The influence of democracy across nations resulted in the establishment of new world order, destabilizing the 

concept of colonization. 

 In 2016, Britain extended the lease to the U.S. till 2036 even as it said it would return the islands to Mauritius 

when no longer needed for defence purposes. 

 Establishment of International organisations like United Nations, International Court of Justice help made 

smaller countries to voice their concerns against major powers like Britian. 

 Effects of Globalisation ensured the respecting of sovereignty of nations.Common wealth group gave equal 

status to all of  its members. 

 Mauritius people has got support of many countries including India which help pushes Britian to rethink on 

decolonisation. 

 Putting an end to the legacy of colonialism which affected lives of people across the world. 

 Natural resources are being denied to the original inhabitant indirectly violating the Universal Declaration of 

Human rights 1966. 
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Discuss the major provisions of 1949 Geneva Convention and list out the rights being entitled to 

Prisoners of War. 

KEY POINTS 

The 1949 Geneva Conventions are a set of international treaties that ensure that warring parties conduct themselves in 

a humane way with non-combatants such as civilians and medical personnel, as well as with combatants no longer 

actively engaged in fighting, such as prisoners of war, and wounded or sick soldiers.  

Major provisions of the Convention 

 The provisions of the conventions apply in peacetime situations, in declared wars, and in conflicts that are not 

recognised as war by one or more of the parties. 

 This means the IAF officer is a prisoner of war, and his treatment has to be in accordance with the provisions 

for PoWs under the Geneva Conventions. 

 Prisoners must be treated: “humanely”, and the responsibility for this lies with the detaining power, not just 

the individuals who captured the PoW. 

 Any unlawful act or omission by the Detaining Power causing death or seriously endangering the health of a 

prisoner of war in its custody is prohibited, and will be regarded as a serious breach of the present Convention.  

 Situations of non-international armed conflicts, they include traditional civil wars, internal armed conflicts 

that spill over into other States or internal conflicts in which third States or a multinational force intervenes 

alongside the government.  

 Article 3 establishes fundamental rules from which no derogation is permitted. It is like a mini-Convention 

within the Conventions as it contains the essential rules of the Geneva Conventions in a condensed format and 

makes them applicable to conflicts not of an international character. 

Rights entitled to Prisoners of War (PoW) 

 PoWs are “entitled to in all circumstances to respect for their persons and their honour”.  

 In captivity, a PoW must not be forced to provide information of any kind under physical or mental torture, 

nor any other form of coercion. 

 Refusal to answer questions should not invite punishment.  

 A PoW must be protected from exposure to fighting.  

 Use of PoWs as hostages or human shields is prohibited, and a PoW has to be given the same access to safety 

and evacuation facilities as those affiliated to the detaining power. 

 Access to health facilities, prayer, recreation and exercise are also written into the Convention.  

 The detaining power has to facilitate correspondence between the PoW and his family, and must ensure that 

this is done without delays.  

 A PoW is also entitled to receive books or care packages from the outside world. 
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G.S PAPER III 

11. INDIAN ECONOMY 

Though International Intellectual property index acknowledged appreciable improvement in 

India‟s IP regime, problematic areas persist in it. Elaborate 

KEY POINTS 

Reasons for improvement India’s IP regime  

 Accession to IPR-related international treaties, Eg: India accession to WIPO Performances and phonograms 

treaty.  

 Consent to initiate a Patent Prosecution Highway (is a set of initiatives for providing accelerated patent 

prosecution procedures by sharing information between some patent offices) with international offices. 

 Dedicated set of IP incentives for small business enterprises. Eg: Geographical Indication Tags given to 

Alphonse Mangoes, Nilambur teak etc. 

 A strong awareness-raising effort on the negative impact of piracy and counterfeiting. Eg: Mascot IP Nani, by 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry, is a tech-savvy grandmother who helps the government and enforcement 

agencies in combating IP crimes. 

Problematic areas of IP regime in India  

 A Patent law for “compulsory licensing” to allow commercial production of a patented product in public or 

national interest, obstacle for inventor, defeating the commercial intent. 

 An unambiguous definition of patentability that denies extension (read ever-greening) of a patent on trivial 

grounds.  

 Barriers to licensing and technology transfer, limited framework for safeguarding bio-pharmaceutical IPRs 

and lengthy procedure for pre-grant opposition to patents. 

 Guidelines for Examination of Patent Applications for Computer Related Inventions (CRIs) issued  were 

withdrawn and re-issued in a non-transparent fashion, making most software inventions ineligible for patent 

protection.  

 Indian patent office loses its officers, who are mostly qualified engineers and PhDs in respective disciplines to 

the private sector which provides better compensation and growth opportunities. 

The establishment of Public credit registry by Government of India can enhance the growth rate of 

Indian economy in various ways. Elaborate 

KEY POINTS 

 A public credit registry is an information repository that collates all loan information of individuals and 

corporate borrowers.  

 A credit repository helps banks distinguish between a bad and a good borrower and accordingly offer 

attractive interest rates to good borrowers and higher interest rates to bad borrowers. 

Concerns 

 At present, the credit information market in India, though mature, is highly fragmented.  
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 The Central Repository of Information on Large Credits (CRILC) provides timely information on credit 

deterioration of large loan accounts—those greater than ₹ 5 crore. There are also few private credit 

information companies, which offer value-added services such as analytics and scoring to lenders and 

borrowers. 

 But these lack full and timely coverage, despite RBI mandating all its regulated entities to submit credit 

information to them. 

Public credit registry contribution 

 The concept of PCR is based on the recommendations of a committee, headed by Y.M. Deosthalee.  

 PCR will address issues such as information asymmetry, improve access to credit and strengthen the credit 

culture among consumers, resulting in increase in investment climate in the economy. A PCR may also help 

raise India‟s rank in the global ease of doing business index. 

 A public credit registry, in contrast, wouldn‟t be constrained by any minimum threshold in loan requirement 

and would also collate comprehensive information,not just on bank credit, but also loans from non-banking 

financial companies, debentures, bonds, external commercial borrowings, utility payments and so forth—to 

provide a holistic picture of the borrower‟s credit history. 

 This in turn helps in allocation of financial resource optimally and helps reduce NPA problem in the country. 

Credit distribution to MSME will be optimized and improves employability of Youths help reaping the fruits of 

demographic dividend. 

12. INFRASTRUCTURE 

Despite the shift towards renewable energy sources, coal energy remains critical for push towards 

electrification and dominates the energy mix of India. Justify 

KEY POINTS 

Shift towards renewable 

 International Solar Alliance to give boost to Solar Industry. 

 Increase in share of nuclear energy around 3% 

 Emphasis on Methane via PM-GOBAR dhan scheme 

 Pradhan Mantri Ujjawla Yojana to reduce the carbon foot print. 

Coal’s domination in Energy mix and push towards electrification 

 According to Central Electricity Authority new coal-based generation capacity is essential for increased base-

load demand and grid stabilisation. 

 Hike in petrol and diesel prices impact consumers directly, India is plagued by concerns around another fossil 

fuel, i.e. coal. 

 Despite India being the fourth-largest producer of coal in the world, the country has been importing almost 

200 million tonnes of coal every year since 2015, of which non-coking coal imports are almost 80%. According 

to Economic Survey 2017-18, around 60% of the energy share comes from coal. 
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 India‟s electricity intensity of GDP is rising. This is bound to rise as India electrifies more and more of its 

households, income levels increase, and people move to urban areas. Under the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli 

Har Ghar Yojana, launched in September 2017, electrification has picked up steam. 

US Reciprocal Trade Act expressively violate the norms of differential treatment for developing 

countries, thereby striking at the roots of multilateralism. Discuss 

KEY POINTS 

 Under reciprocity in trade negotiations, WTO signatories need to offer adequate trade concessions in order to 

receive similar concessions from their trading partners, which enhances greater trade liberalisation. 

 While the goal of the U.S. Reciprocal Trade Act is NOT to raise America‟s tariffs but rather to encourage the 

rest of the world to lower theirs. 

 Here the act intends to lower the tariffs of other nation without changing theirs, thus promoting unilateralism. 

 Three products from India - cut granite, motorcycles and whiskey have found a place on this act. 

 This act is an obvious violation of the Most-Favoured-Nation (MFN) concept, expressively discriminating 

other countries in terms of trade. 

 If enacted, this Bill could seek to convert non-tariff measures such as anti-dumping, technical standards and 

intellectual property protection regime of US‟s trading partners into numerical figures which could form 

the basis for picking tariff treatment. 

 The worrying aspect of the Bill is that it completely undermines the rights granted under the WTO agreement 

and provides a grossly distorted idea of reciprocity. 

Thus the provisions of the act are pointing towards the goals of unilateralism which counters the essence of 

multilateralism, thereby promoting self interest in trade regime at the global level. 

The recent „MOVE‟ event, India‟s first global mobility summit, was a great first step because it 

focused on the future of mobility. Identify the issues and guidelines which can act as great inputs for 

policymaking in urban mobility. 

KEY POINTS 

MOVE: India‟s ever first Global Mobility Summit organized by NITI Aayog in New Delhi.  

The focus of the summit is on raising awareness about various aspects of Mobility and bringing various stakeholders 

involved in enhancing mobility across different platforms. 

Issues and Guidelines required 

 For any policy to be successful, it needs to be rooted in data and evidence.  

 Governments are increasingly using evidence-based policymaking, including indices such as the World Bank‟s 

„Ease of Doing Business‟ and the ministry of housing and urban affairs‟ Liveability Index.  

 Similarly, The Ease of Moving Index (EOMI) by the Ola Mobility Institute can be an effective framework to 

help cities evaluate their mobility scenarios on the three pillars of people, infrastructure and sustainability, 

based on 50 distinct parameters.  
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 EOMI brings in residents‟ points of views in creating urban mobility indicators. Tracking how these 

perceptions change over time, in line with improvements in sustainable mobility, can show us how 

government investments benefit people. 

 Integrating intermediate public transport with other modes of public transit through offline and online 

multimodal terminals and fare integration can augment public transport usage.  

 Delhi is paving the way for this by making metro rail cards usable on buses. The growth of smartcards and 

app-based services has made digital currency more acceptable.  

 Safety in public transport seems to be a top concern—10% users find public transport safe in general; 36% find 

it safe except at night; and 19% find it unsafe.  

 To change this, many cities are making mobility gender-friendly. Kochi has all-women metro stations, pink 

taxis for women and encourages women to participate in mobility as service providers. 

 Citizens view electric vehicles, better first- and last- mile connectivity, better footpaths, cycle tracks, shared 

mobility, cashless mobility and improved coverage of public transportation as important measures. EOMI 

could provide the magic mantra to policymakers based on citizens‟ insights. 

The digitization of plant breeding programmes by Indian council of Agricultural Research is 

remarkably a watershed moment for Indian agriculture. Analyse  

KEY POINTS 

 The objective of the digitization of plant breeding programmes is to improve the efficiency of plant breeding. It 

intends to double the average annual yield gain of 0.8% obtained through genetic enhancement since the start 

of the Green Revolution in the mid-1960s, to 1.5% annually over the next couple of decades. 

 The digitisation project will cover eight crops: rice, wheat, maize, sorghum (jowar), pearl millet (bajra), 

chickpea (chana), pigeon pea (tur) and potato. 

 While Plant breeding is tedious and time-consuming, digitisation will enable speed and accuracy in data 

collection and compilation, researchers will record data with hand-held devices that can scan, transfer 

information quickly to the internet, and disclose field locations with the help of satellites. 

 Observations like plant height, panicle length, days to 50% flowering and days to maturity can be 

supplemented with visuals.  

 International institutes engaged in agricultural research are already on the Integrated Breeding Platform, 

ICAR‟s digitisation project will enable Indian researchers to collaborate seamlessly with them. 

 About 150 researchers will be trained in advanced genomic techniques and data analytics. 

 With modern techniques and digitisation of the system, desirable traits can be bred in plants more quickly. 

That would help address the paradox of India having the largest number of malnourished people despite self-

sufficiency in food. 
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13. AGRICULTURE 

The digitization of plant breeding programmes by Indian council of Agricultural Research is 

remarkably a watershed moment for Indian agriculture.  Analyse  

KEY POINTS 

 The objective of the digitization of plant breeding programmes is to improve the efficiency of plant breeding. It 

intends to double the average annual yield gain of 0.8% obtained through genetic enhancement since the start 

of the Green Revolution in the mid-1960s, to 1.5% annually over the next couple of decades. 

 The digitisation project will cover eight crops: rice, wheat, maize, sorghum (jowar), pearl millet (bajra), 

chickpea (chana), pigeon pea (tur) and potato. 

 While Plant breeding is tedious and time-consuming, digitisation will enable speed and accuracy in data 

collection and compilation, researchers will record data with hand-held devices that can scan, transfer 

information quickly to the internet, and disclose field locations with the help of satellites. 

 Observations like plant height, panicle length, days to 50% flowering and days to maturity can be 

supplemented with visuals.  

 International institutes engaged in agricultural research are already on the Integrated Breeding Platform, 

ICAR‟s digitisation project will enable Indian researchers to collaborate seamlessly with them. 

 About 150 researchers will be trained in advanced genomic techniques and data analytics. 

 With modern techniques and digitisation of the system, desirable traits can be bred in plants more quickly. 

That would help address the paradox of India having the largest number of malnourished people despite self-

sufficiency in food. 

14. ENVIRONMENT 

The implementation of Green India Mission promises to increase the forest cover there by 

contributing to achieve the targets of India‟s Intended Nationally Determined Contribution. Justify 

KEY POINTS 

 The Green India Mission is one of eight missions under the National Action Plan on Climate Change and aims 

at protecting, restoring and enhancing India‟s diminishing forest cover and responding to climate change by a 

combination of adaptation and mitigation measures.  

 It hinges on decentralized participatory approach by involving grass root level communities and organizations 

in decision making, planning, implement. 

 Recently, Union Government has merged Green India Mission (GIM) with the Mahatma Gandhi National 

Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). By merging GIM with MGNREGA Scheme government seeks 

to increase 10 million hectares of forest cover. 

 Under MGNREGA for afforestation, forest works such as pre-plantation, planting, watering and pit digging 

will be undertaken 

Fencing, plant support and protection activities, mulching, weeding and manuring the plants will be also 

undertaken. 

 Technical advice related to the plant species suitable for area and to raise nurseries will be provided by State 

Forest Development Agencies (SFDA). 
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 Though Plantation drive increases the green cover in the forests the plant species sown need to be diverse and 

should be indigenous to the area, this helps not only increasing the biological diversity of the ecosystem but 

also its stability. 

 Further impact of the exotic species and invasive alien species need to prevented by removing them from the 

forests. 

The art of conservation of rainwater via traditional methods is the need of the hour as climate 

change and extreme weather events push the world towards water conflicts. Explain with relevant 

illustrations. 

KEY POINTS 

In India, a warming climate is drying up lakes and rivers, while rapid urbanisation and water pollution are putting 

enormous pressure on the quantity and quality of surface and groundwater; we need the traditional knowledge of our 

ancestors to conserve water resources. 

Bawaris   

 Bawaris are unique stepwells that were once a part of the ancient networks of water storage in the cities of 

Rajasthan.  

 The little rain that the region received would be diverted to man-made tanks through canals built on the hilly 

outskirts of cities.  

 The water would then percolate into the ground, raising the water table and recharging a deep and  intricate 

network of aquifers.  

 To minimise water loss through evaporation, a series of layered steps were built around the reservoirs to 

narrow and deepen the wells. 

Eri  

 The Eri (tank) system of Tamil Nadu is one of the oldest water management systems in India. Eris act as flood-

control systems, prevent soil erosion and wastage of runoff during periods of heavy rainfall, and also recharge 

the groundwater.  

 The tanks are interconnected in order to enable access to the farthest village and to balance the water level in 

case of excess supply.  

 The eri system enables the complete use of  river water for irrigation and without them, paddy cultivation 

would have been impossible in Tamil Nadu. 

Vangchhia’s (Mizoram), ancient art of holding water in rocks 

 Holes in hill slopes were to channel water into rock fissures. 

 It is remarkable that they trapped rainwater flowing down the slopes by making holes to let the water flow in 

and be stored in the fissures and veins of the rocks. 

 

It has been reported that insects population could go extinct in the next few decades. Explain the 

significance of insects in world and make out a plan to prevent their declining population. 

KEY POINTS 

The journal Biological Conservation, has compiled and analysed 73 existing studies from around the world published 

over the past 40 years, found that over 40% of insect species could go extinct in the next few decades, with butterflies, 

bees and dung beetles most affected. 
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Significance of insects  

 All insects help to maintain the intricate balance nature has in place. Many invertebrates, for example, 

including a host of insects, are particular about the kind of soil they inhabit. Their absence can be a serious 

indicator of soil health. 

 They aerate the soil, pollinate blossoms, and control insect and plant pests.  

 Many insects, especially beetles, are scavengers, feeding on dead animals and fallen trees, thereby 

recycling nutrients back into the soil.  

 As decomposers, insects help create top soil, the nutrient-rich layer of soil that helps plants grow. 

Burrowing bugs, such as ants and beetles, dig tunnels that provide channels for water, benefiting plants.  

 Bees, wasps, butterflies, and ants pollinate flowering plants. Finally, all insects fertilize the soil with 

the nutrients from their droppings. 

Plan to prevent declining population 

 Co-operation at the international level like conference of parties, summits  to deliberate about the strategy by 

countries. 

 Utilization of traditional knowledge by our ancestors. Eg: using natural predators to weed out insects from 

agricultural field. 

 Reduce the usage of high intensity light which misdirects the migration of insects causing imbalance in the 

ecosystem. 

 Increase in awareness about the importance of the insects in the ecosystem at community level through 

puppetry, drams, theatre festival etc. 

 Reduction in intensive agriculture, usage of natural fertilizers, avoiding the introduction of invasive species 

will go a long way in preventing the declining of insects population. 

What is meant by equator principles? Does its implementation by the nations hold the key for 

inclusive sustainable development? Elaborate  

KEY POINTS 

 The Equator Principles (EPs) is a risk management framework, adopted by financial institutions, for 

determining, assessing and managing environmental and social risk in projects and is primarily intended to 

provide a minimum standard for due diligence and monitoring to support responsible risk decision-

making. 

 The EPs apply globally, to all industry sectors and to four financial products 1) Project Finance Advisory 

Services 2) Project Finance 3) Project-Related Corporate Loans and 4) Bridge Loans. 

 Yes, implementation of Equator principles holds the key for inclusive sustainable development. 

Reasons  

 The EPs have greatly increased the attention and focus on social/community standards and responsibility, 

including robust standards for indigenous peoples, labour standards, and consultation with locally 

affected communities within the Project Finance market. They have also promoted convergence around 

common environmental and social standards. 

 The EPs have also helped spur the development of other responsible environmental and social management 

practices in the financial sector and banking industry and have supported member banks in developing their 

own Environmental and Social Risk Management Systems. 

 So far, around 90 financial institutions from 37 countries have officially adopted the Equator Principles, which 

covers the majority of international project finance debt in emerging and developed markets. 



 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com ||  www.iasparliament.com 

34 

 Accountability and transparency have long featured as a major outcome. The Equator Principles require those 

constructing high-risk projects to provide a grievance mechanism for affected communities to voice their 

concerns.  

 In 2013, IDFC bank was the first signatory to the Equator Principles from India. Adoption of the Equator 

Principles is part of IDFC‟s goal of contributing to Nation Building in an environmentally and socially 

sustainable manner.  

 With so many monetary scams and money laundering taking place, the credibility of the global financial 

institutions is under heavy scrutiny today, especially in markets where social and environmental standards for 

business are less stringent.  

 Further Equator principles gives fillip to the scope of Environment impact assessment enhancing 

Transparency and accountability in development projects. 

 The companies with little or no experience in applying mitigation measures often require additional support 

and advice from their lenders. Implementing the Equator Principles has enhanced the role of project 

financing; sustainable development has become key issue. 

 

Is the process of tree transplantation beneficial in terms of preserving the ecosystem in urban 

areas? Analyse.   

KEY POINTS 

 In agriculture and gardening transplanting or replanting is the technique of moving a plant or tree from one 

location to another.  

 Most often this takes the form of starting a plant or tree from seed in optimal conditions, then replanting it in 

another, usually outdoor, growing location.  

Tree transplantation beneficial for ecosystem 

 An uprooted tree could be saved through transplantation, if its roots have not lost their moisture remains 

intact. 

 Conservation of tree species, and at the same time providing cushion for development projects. 

 Helps in creating a new ecosystem or reviving the already exisiting ecosystem via commensalism, symbiosis 

etc. 

 Restoring the ground water level in the translocated area via increased penetration of roots. 

Risks of tree transplantation 

 Trees that are over 20 years old may not be able to adapt to the new environment.  

 A good growth and yield cannot be expected of such trees, down the years. 

 Post-transplantation, it should be ensured that the roots always remain moistened with regular watering. 

Fertilisers, pesticides and even bio-manure should not be applied till the roots get a firm anchorage in the new 

soil. 

 Only selective species like Indian coral, casuarina, mango, peepal, coconut, nettilingam, jackfruit can be 

transplanted. 

 Transplantation is certainly a costly exercise.  
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15. DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

India Risk Survey 2018, acknowledges the under-equipped fire services in the country. Discuss the 

flaws in the fire safety mechanisms in the country and give suggestions for robust firesafety 

mechanism. 

KEY POINTS 

Flaws in fire safety mechanisms 

 Safety standards are not upto date and lack regulation by the concerned fire safety department in States. 

 Fire services comes under scope of Municipalities and the budget allocated by the states,  remain unused, as 

local government lacks capable administration to utilize the resources effectively. 

 Lacking stricter enforcement of National building code by the municipal authorities, after obtaining a licence, 

owners of shops, restaurants and other private buildings make changes in the sanctioned layout plans that 

very often compromise the fire-preparedness of their premises.  

 General lack of fire safety awareness among people. 

 Construction of buildings, shops, restuarants in defiance of safety regulations (National building code). 

Suggestions fo robust safety mechanisms 

 Regular inspections by the concerned municipal authorities to check the implantation of fire safety 

regulations. 

 Awareness about fire safety mechanisms at the community level with help of  State disaster response 

force. Frequent mock drills in schools, colleges will help increase the awareness. 

 Updation of  fire safety regulations by Municipalities, better use of finaces to improve fire safety 

infrastructure in buildings, shops. 

 Enouraging and motivating the firefighters who save lives of people at crucial times. 

 

16. INTERNAL SECURITY 

The recent Pulwama terror attack shows the need for comprehensive National Security Doctrine 

setting clear guidelines about propotional response. Discuss 

KEY POINTS 

Need for National Security Doctrine 

 In India, we do not expose our youth to even the rudimentary aspects of national security and its impact on 

society, due to high level literacy, lack of vision. 

 Proxy war in Jammu & Kashmir and the spread of terror networks in the subcontinent make the management 

of internal and external security challenges increasingly complex. 

 In addition, the terrorists of today have acquired expertise in cyber space to derail IT-dependent facilities by 

targeting the economic, transportation, communication, command & control, and educational institutions.  

 Given the complex nature of our country with its vastness, illiteracy, poverty, massive unemployment and 

demographic divide, the security forces alone are not in a position to prevent attacks by terrorists or control 

unrests and conflicts.  

 In addition to various measures like improving intelligence, surveillance, security, coordination among 

security forces, provision of basic facilities and employment of youth, we also need to sensitise society, 

especially the youth, to such threats and their manifestations. 
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Propotional response needed 

 Withdrawal of Most favoured Nation status for Pakistan is one of the aspect of Coercive diplomacy. 

 Calling off the Kartarpur Corridor talks, could be another option.  

 Clearly avoiding the backchannel negotiations at the executive level. 

 Isolation of Pakistan in Organisation like SAARC. 

 

 

* * * * * 


