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01-11-2018 

1. World Bank‟s Ease of doing business rates 
each country based upon 10 parameters across 
the life cycle of a business. Which of the 
following is not one of them? 

a. Getting credit 

b. Paying taxes 

c. Protecting investors 

d. Resolving insolvency 

 

2. The President of India addressed the 
Vigilance Awareness Week 2018 function 
organised by the Central Vigilance 
Commission. The Central Vigilance 
Commissioner is appointed by President on 
recommendation of a Committee consisting of 

1. Prime Minister  

2. Minister of Home Affairs 

3. Chief Justice of India  

4. Leader of the Opposition in the House of 
the People 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1, 2 and 3 

b. 1, 3 and 4 

c. 1, 2 and 4 

d. 2, 3 and 4 

 

3. Consider the Following statements about 
Sardar Vallabhai Patel 

1. Sardar Patel was the President of the 
Karachi Congress session, 1931. 

2. Sardar played a major role in Kheda and 
Bardoli Satyagraha. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding 
World Tourism Organisation (WTO) 

1. WTO is a specialized agency of United 
Nations. 

2. India will chair the Programme and 
Budget Committee of WTO Executive 
Council till 2021. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding 
RBI 

1. The Reserve Bank of India was 
established post -independence. 

2. It was established in accordance with 
the provisions of the Banking 
Regulation Act, 1949. 

Which of the following is incorrect? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

6. 'AI for earth' initiative is an effort of 

a. Microsoft 

b. Facebook 

c. Tesla 

d. Google 

 

7. 2018 UN World Data Forum in Dubai 
concluded with adoption of the Dubai 
Declaration. The Dubai declaration is related 
to 

a. Sustainable Development Goals 

b. Climate Change 

c. Migration 
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d. World Trade 

 

8. Green crackers are being developed by, 

1. Central Electrochemical Research 
Institute (CECRI) 

2. The Energy and Research Institute 
(TERI) 

3. National Environmental Engineering 
Research Institute (NEERI)  

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. All 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 
Operation Green 

1. Operation Greens aims to promote 
farmer producers organisations, agri-
logistics, processing facilities and 
professional management. 

2. It has a corpus of Rs 500 crore to aid 
farmers in times of erratic rainfall. 

Which of the following is correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

10. Astana Declaration was signed by India 
recently to strengthen the primary healthcare 
(PHC) systems and realise the idea of universal 
healthcare (UHC). 

Consider the following statements regarding it. 

1. It was signed on the event to mark 40th 
year of the Alma- Ata Declaration. 

2. Alma Ata Declaration declared that 
health as a human right for all. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

Answers 

1. c 

Protect minority investors is one of the indicators. A 
minority investor, which is also referred to as a non-
controlling investor, is the ownership of less than 50% 
of a subsidiary's shares. 
2. c 

3. c 

4. c 

5. c 

 RBI was established on April 1 1935. 

 RBI was estabiled in accordance with the 
provisions of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 
1934. 

6. a 

7. a 

Dubai Declaration details the  measures to boost 
funding for data and statistical analysis for monitoring 
and speeding up progress towards the 2030 SDGs. 

8. c 

―Green crackers‖ do not contain harmful 
chemicals that would cause air pollution. 

9. a 

It has a corpus of Rs 500 crore to aid farmers in times 
of erratic price fluctuation. 

10. c 

 

02-11-2018 

1. According to the revised weightage of the 
core sectors, which sector caries the maximum 
weightage in the Index of 8 core industries? 

a. Electricity 

b. Steel production 

c. Petroleum Refinery Production 

d. Coal Production 
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2. Match the following 

1. Surendra Sai - a. West Bengal 

2. K.Kelappan - b. Samabalpur 
(Odisha) 

3. B.C.Roy  - c. Kerala 

 Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1-c:2-a:3-b 

b. 1-b:2-c:3-a 

c. 1-b:2-a:3-c 

d. 1-a:2-b:3-c 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding 
Archaeological Survey of India 

1. The Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI) is under the Ministry of Tourism. 

2. It is the premier organization for the 
archaeological researches and 
protection of the cultural heritage of the 
nation. 

Which of the following is incorrect? 

a. 1only 

b. 2 only 

c. 1 and 2 only 

d. None 

 

4. Consider the following statements 

1. Both Dengue and Chikungunya are viral 
diseases. 

2. There are no WHO qualified vaccines 
for both the disease. 

Which of the following is correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

5. World Heritage List reached 1000 sites with 
inscription of Okavango Delta in 2014 and the 
delta is situated in 

a. Botswana 

b. Zambia 

c. Mozambique 

d. Namibia 

 

6. Consider the following statement regarding 
the Kepler Mission. 

1. Kepler mission was the NASA's first 
planet hunting mission. 

2. Kepler space telescope has run out of 
fuel needed for further science 
operations 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. None 

d. All 

 

7. First-ever joint military exercise of Indian 
and Japanese armies is known as 

a. Nomadic elephant 

b. Hand-in-hand 2018 

c. Dharma Guardian 2018 

d. Surya Kiran XIII 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding 
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) 

1. NMCG was registered as a society o 
under the Societies Registration Act 
1860. 

2. It acted as implementation arm of 
erstwhile National Ganga River Basin 
Authority (NGRBA). 

Which of the following is correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 
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9. What is the difference between Non Banking 
Financial Companies (NBFC) and Banks 

1. NBFC cannot accept demand deposit 

2. NBFCs do not form part of the payment 
and settlement system and cannot issue 
cheques drawn on itself 

3. Deposit insurance facility of Deposit 
Insurance and Credit Guarantee 
Corporation is not available to 
depositors of banks, but it is available to 
NBFCs. 

Which of the following is incorrect? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 3 only 

d. none 

 

10. Consider the following pairs 

1. Morocco -  Marrakesh 

2. Yemen -  Tripoli 

3. Libya - Sana'a 

Which of the following is correctly matched? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 3 only 

d. All 

 

Answers 

1. c 

Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry released 
the index of eight core industries and it slowed down to 
4.3% in September 2018. 

Revised weightage in core sectors: 

1. Petroleum Refinery production (28.04%) 

2. Electricity generation (19.85%) 

3. Steel production (17.92%) 

4. Coal production (10.33%) 

5. Crude Oil production (8.98%) 

6. Natural Gas production (6.88%) 

7. Cement production (5.37%) 

8. Fertilizers production (2.63%)  

2. b 

 The Union Cabinet has approved renaming of 
Jharsuguda Airport in Odisha as ―Veer 
Surendra Sai Airport, Jharsuguda‖ Surendra 
Sai was freedom fighter and tribal leader, born 
in 1809 in small town Khinda in Sambalpur 
(now in Odisha). 

 His revolution against the British commenced 
from 1827 when he was only 18 years of age 
and continued till 1862 when he surrendered. 

3. a 

ASI is under the Minstry of Culture. 

4. c 

5. a 

6. d 

7. c 

8. c 

9. c 

Deposit insurance facility of Deposit Insurance and 
Credit Guarantee Corporation is not available to 
depositors of NBFCs and is available to Banks. 

10. a 

 

03-11-2018 

1. Consider the following statements  

1. H1N1 virus or swine flu is an acue 
respiratory disorder. 

2. It is commonly known as swine flu 
because it was detected in patients who 
were directly in contact with bats. 

Which of the following is correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

2. Tartrazine yellow is a synthetic lemon yellow 
azo dye.It is used as  

a. Food coloring agent 
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b. Tanning agent 

c. Leather dying agent 

d. Textile dying agent 

 

3. Consider the following statements 

1. Broader gauge railways are generally 
more expensive to build, but are able to 
handle heavier and faster traffic. 

2. Most of the modern urban transit 
systems such metros use Broader gauge 
system. 

Which of the following is correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

4. Regarding the GST implementation,the 
National Anti-profiteering Authority can bring 
a level playing feild by 

1. reducing price 

2. imposing a penalty 

3. cancelling the registration of the 
supplier 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 3 only 

d. All 

 

5. The channel that divides the Andaman 
Islands and Nicobar Islands is 

a. 9 degree channel 

b. 10 degree channel 

c. 11 degree channel 

d. 12 degree channel 

 

6. Which of the following is Particularly 
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG)? 

1. Hakki Pakki  

2. Munda 

3. Cholanaikayan 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 3 only 

d. None 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 
Melatonin 

1. Melatonin is a natural hormone that 
plays a role in sleep. 

2.  Light at night increases its production. 

3.  Melatonin dietary supplements have 
been studied for sleep disorders, such 
as jet lag 

Which of the folloiwng is correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. None 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding 
MSME, 

1. The MSME development Bill 2018 plans 
to change the criteria for MSME 
classification. 

2. The criteria proposed is the basis of 
turnover while the present classification 
criterion is the investment made in 
machinery and plant. 

Which of the following is incorrect?  

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

9. Match the following 

1. Farakkha Barrage - a. Punjab 
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2. Prakasam Barrage - b.West Bengal 

3. Harrike Barrage - c. Andhra 
Pradesh 

 Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1-a:2-c:3-b       

b. 1-b:2-c:3-a 

c. 1-a:2-b:3-c 

d. 1-c:2-a:3-b 

 

10. Consider the following statements. 

1. International Maritime Organisation 
had drawn the rule to ban ships using 
fuel with a sulphur content higher than 
0.5 %. 

2. Gas Scrubbers are the gas cleaning 
systems that efficiently and 
effectively remove gas pollutants.  

Which of the above is correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

Answers 

1. a 

 H1N1 virus is known as ―swine flu virus‖ 
because it was known in the past to occur in 
people who had been in the vicinity of pigs. 
Swine flu is contagious.  

 Influenza viruses infect the cells lining your 
nose, throat and lungs.  

 It spreads in the same way as the seasonal flu.  

 The virus spreads when you touch an infected 
surface or breathe cough and sneeze droplets 
in the air.  

2. a 

3. c 

In India, standard gauge is used only for urban rail 
transit systems such as metro, monorail and trams. 

 

4.  d 

5. b 

6. c 

7. c 

The presence of light at night times blocks its 
production and leading to sleeping disorders. 

8. d 

9. b 

10. c 

 

05-11-2018 

1. Which of the following criteria is/are to be 
fulfilled to get the Open Defecation Free (ODF) 
status? 

1. No visible faeces should be found in the 
environment/village 

2. Every household as well as 
public/community institutions must use 
safe technology options for the disposal 
of faeces. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 
Ganga Gram Project. 

1. It was launched by Ministry of Water 
Resources, River Development and 
Ganga Rejuvenation. 

2. It is a project for sanitation based 
integrated development of all villages 
along the River Ganga. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 
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3. Consider the following statements 

1. Malawi is a landlocked European 
country. 

2. It was formerly known as Nyasaland. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding 
Mission Madhumeha 

1. It was launched by Ministry of AYUSH. 

2. It is implemented for effective 
management of Diabetes through 
Ayurveda throughout the country, 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding 
Green Rating for Integrated Habitat 
Assessment (GRIHA) 

1. GRIHA is a rating tool that evaluates the 
environmental performance of a 
building holistically and provides a 
definitive standard for what constitutes 
a „green building‟. 

2. Green Building is a building that, in its 
design, construction or operation, 
reduces or eliminates negative impacts, 
and can create positive impacts, on our 
climate and natural environment. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

6. Consider the following statements regarding 
Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India. 

1. It is a statutory body. 

2. The key objectives of the IRDA include 
promotion of competition so as to 
enhance customer satisfaction through 
increased consumer choice and lower 
premiums. 

3. It ensures the financial security of the 
insurance market. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 3 only 

d. All 

 

7. Which of the following is matched correctly? 

1. Signature Bridge- New Delhi 

2. Bogibeel Bridge- Assam 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below  

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

8. CCAMLR is an international treaty to protect 
the living resources in 

a. Antarctic resources 

b. Arctic resources 

c. Ankara resources 

d. Azerbaijan resources 

 

9. Consider the following statements 

1. Appointments of district judges in any 
State are made by the Governor of the 
State in consultation with the High 
Court. 
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2. To be appointed as a District judge, the 
person should be an advocate or pleader 
for seven years, 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

10. Match the following 

1. Zika virus - a. Hemorrhagic fever 

2. Yellow Fever - b. Coranavirus 

3. MERS          - c. Microcephaly 

 Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1-c 2-a 3-b 

b. 1-b 2-c 3-a 

c. 1-b 2-a 3-c 

d. 1-a 2-b 3-c 

 

Answers 

1. c 

2. b 

It was launched by Ministry of Drinking water and 
Sanitation 

3. b 

Malawai is a landlocked African country. 

4. c 

5. c 

6. d 

7. c 

8. a 

9. c 

10. a 

MERS is a Middle East Respiratory Syndrome caused 
by MERS Coranavirus and was first identified in Saudi 
Arabia in 2012. 

 

07-11-2018 

1. Consider the following statements 

1. INS Arihant is the indigenously-built 
nuclear-propelled submarine. 

2. India has become the 6th country to 
have a fully operational nuclear triad. 

3. Nuclear Triad essentially has three 
major components-the strategic 
bombers, Inter Continental Ballistic 
Missiles (ICBMs) and Submarine 
Launched Ballistic Missiles (SLBMs) for 
the purpose of delivering 
a nuclear weapon. 

Which of the following is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 3 only 

d. All 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

1. ITU is the United Nations specialized 
agency for information and 
communication technologies – ICTs. 

2. Network Readiness Index is released by 
ITU. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

3. Consider the following statements 

1. External Commercial Borrowing is 
basically a loan availed by an Indian 
entity from a nonresident lender. 

2. It is a way to facilitate access to foreign 
money by Indian corporations and 
public sector undertakings (PSUs). 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 
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c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

4. Which of the following is matched correctly? 

1. Cyclone Titli -     Odisha and Andhra 
coast 

2. Cyclone Ockhi - Tami Nadu and Gujarat 
coast 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

5. Which of the following circumstances if 
occurred, amounts to wilful default? 

1. The funds are not utilised for the 
specific purpose for which finance was 
availed but have been diverted for other 
purposes. 

2. When the funds have been siphoned off 
and not been utilised for the purpose for 
which it was availed. 

3. When the asset bought by the lenders‟ 
funds have been sold off without the 
knowledge of the bank/lender. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 3 only 

d. All 

 

6. Consider the following statements 

1. The Competition Act, 2002 prohibits 
anti-competitive agreements, abuse of 
dominant position by enterprises and 
regulates combinations (acquisition, 
acquiring of control and M&A). 

2. The objectives of the Act are sought to 
be achieved through the Competition 
Commission of India (CCI). 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

7. Consider the following statements 

1. Insolvency is the financial state in which 
a person or company can no longer pay 
its bills and other monetary obligations 
in a timely manner. 

2. Bankruptcy is a legal term for when a 
person or business cannot repay their 
outstanding debts.  

Which of the above is /are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

8. Which of the following is correct matched? 

1. National Legal Services Authority v. 
Union of India - SC declared 
Transgender as third Gender. 

2. PUCL v. Union of India-Upheld the 
constitutional right of citizens to cast a 
negative vote in elections.  

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

9. Consider the following statements 

1. Formalin is derived from formaldehyde. 

2. It is used to preserve bodies in 
mortuaries. 

3. It can also increase shelf life of fresh 
food. 



 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com        |      www.iasparliament.com 

Which of the above is/are correct?  

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. All 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
currency swap. 

1. A bilateral currency swap is an open-
ended credit line from one country to 
another at a fixed exchange rate. 

2. The country which avails itself of this 
loan pays interest to the country which 
provides it, at a benchmark interest 
rate. 

3. Recently India inked such a bilateral 
currency swap deal with Japan. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. All 

 

Answers 

1. d 

2. a 

ITU releases the ICT development Index. 

3. c 

4. c 

5. d 

The other circumstance is: A borrower (or an entity) 
does not pay up even when it has the capacity to pay. 

6. c 

7. c 

8. c 

9. d 

10. d 

 

 

08-11-2018 

1. Consider the following statements 

1. River Ghaghara is a tributary of River 
Yamuna. 

2. It is also called as Karnali river. 

Which of the above is/are correct?  

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

2. Consider the following statements 

1. United Nations Postal 
Administration has issued stamps to 
mark the celebration of Deepawali. 

2. UNPA in an agreement with the United 
States postal authorities stipulated that 
its stamps will be denominated in 
United States currency. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

3. Consider the following statements 

1. Reserve Bank of India manages the 
forex reserve of the country. 

2. The main component of our forex 
reserves is the gold. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

4. Which of the following is correctly matched? 

1. InSights   - a. Mars 

2. Cassini Huygens  - b. Saturn 
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3. Juno   - c. Pluto 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. All 

 

5. Match the following 

1. Shwedagon Pagoda  - a. Japan 

2. Toji Pagoda        - b. Myanmar 

3. Global Vipasana Pagoda - c. India 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1-c:2-a:3-b 

b. 1-b:2-c:3-a 

c. 1-b:2-a:3-c 

d. 1-a:2-b:3-c 

 

6. Consider the following 

1. Nameri National Park in Arunachal 
Pradesh is also a Tiger reserve. 

2. Manas National park in Assam is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

7. Consider the following statements about 
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay 

1. Kamaladevi was a freedom fighter and 
also a key figure in the international 
socialist feminist movement.  

2. Kamaladevi Chattapadhyay set up the 
Indian National Theatre (INT) in 1944, 
also known as National School of 
Drama. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

8. Consider the following statements 

1. India will leapfrog Bharat Standard V 
norms and will advance to the Bharat 
standard VI norms by 2020. 

2. The implementation of BS-VI norms will 
bring Indian emission regulations 
almost on a par with US regulations. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

9. Which of the following is correct? 

1. Poliomyelitis is an acute communicable 
disease of humans caused by a human 
enterovirus. 

2. Vaccine-derived polioviruses (VDPVs) 
are rare strains of poliovirus that have 
genetically mutated from the strain 
contained in the oral polio vaccine. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

 

10. The Qingdao declaration was recently 
adopted by the members of 

a. BRICS 

b. SCO 

c. ASEAN 
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d. APEC 

 

Answers 

1. b 

River Ghaghara is the tributary of River Ganga. 

2. c 

3. a 

The main component of our forex reserves is the 
foreign currency assets. 

4. a 

NASA'S Juno was launched to understand the solar 
system's beginnings by revealing the origin and 
evolution of Jupiter. 

5. c 

6. b 

Nameri National Park is in Assam. 

7. c 

8. a 

 Bharat stage norms, based on European 
regulations, are emission standards decided 
by the government to regulate the amount of 
air pollutants from vehicles.  

 The implementation of BS-VI norms will bring 
Indian emission regulations almost on a par 
with EU regulations. 

9. c 

10. b 

 

09-11-2018 

1. India's only Central tribal university is in the 
state of 

a. Jharkhand 

b. Chhattisgarh 

c. Madhya Pradesh 

d. Assam 

 

2. Consider the following Statements Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM JAY) 

1. Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 
(PM-JAY) will provide financial 

protection (Swasthya Suraksha) to 
poor, deprived rural families and 
identified occupational categories of 
urban workers‟ families as per the latest 
Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC). 

2. National Health Agency (NHA) is the 
apex body for implementing this 
scheme. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 

d. None 

 

3. International Energy Agency's Energy 
Efficiency in Emerging Economies (E4) 
Programme works closely with world‟s largest 
emerging economies on energy efficiency. 
Which of the following countries are parts of 
the program? 

1. India 

2. China 

3. Brazil 

4. Mexico 

5. South Africa 

6. Pakistan 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1,2,3,4.5 

b. 1,2,3,4,6 

c. 1,2,3,5,6 

d. All 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding 
Dredging Corporation of India (DCI) 

1. DCI is a miniratana Public sector 
enterprise. 

2. It is under the Minisry of Shipping 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 
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c. Both 

d. None 

 

5. Oximeter is an instrument that helps in 
measuring the saturation of _______ of the 
blood. 

a. Carbon 

b. Iron 

c. Oxygen 

d. Nitrogen 

 

6. Which of the following is matched correctly? 

1. Vishakhapatnam -Andhra Pradesh 

2. Mangalore  -Karnataka 

3. Padur   -Kerala 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. All 

 

7. Consider the following statements 

1. NASA"s Lucy Mission will be the first 
mission to study the Jupiter's Trojan 
asteroids. 

2. The mission takes its name from the 
fossilized human ancestor (called 
"Lucy" by her discoverers) whose 
skeleton provided unique insight into 
humanity's evolution. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. both 

d. none 

 

8. Consider the following 

1. India will join as the Member of 
Advanced Motor Fuels Technology 

Collaboration Programme (AMF TCP) 
under International Energy Agency 
(IEA) 

2. AMF TCP is an international platform 
for co-operation among countries to 
promote cleaner and more energy 
efficient fuels & vehicle technologies. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. both 

d. none 

 

9. Which of the following is incorrect? 

1. Pornography is also one of the offences 
against the children under the 
Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences Act (POCSO Act) 2012. 

2. The act makes it a legal duty of a person 
aware of the offence to report the sexual 
abuse. 

 Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 

d. None 

 

10. Match the following Countries with the 
Ports 

1. Denmark       a.Copenhagen 

2. Netherlands  b.Amsterdam 

3. Germany       c.Hamburg 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1-a 2-b 3-c 

b. 1-b 2-c 3-a 

c. 1-a 2-c 3-b 

d. 1-c 2-a 3-c 
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Answers 

1. c 

2. c 

3. a 

In total the E4 program works with six countries 
and the sixth country is Indonesia. 

4. c 

5. c 

Oximeter is a photoelectric device that measures 
oxygen saturation of the blood by recording the 
amount of light transmitted or reflected by 
deoxygenated versus oxygenated haemoglobin. 

6. a 

Padur oil reserve is in Karnataka 

7. c 

8. c 

9. d 

10. a 

 

10-11-2018 

1. Consider the following statements 

1. Bannerghatta National Park is in 
Karnataka. 

2. The Bannerghatta Park houses the 
country's first Butterfly enclosure. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 

d. None 

 

2. Which of the following is matched correctly? 

1. Sunda Strait - Between the islands of 
Java and Sumatra in Indonesia. 

2. Strait of Malacca - Between the Malay 
Peninsula and Sumatra Island of 
Indonesia. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 

d. None 

 

3. Which of the following is correct? 

1. Exit polls are pre-election survey to 
gather voters‟ views on a range of 
election-related issues 

2. An opinion poll is a survey of a random 
sample of voters taken after they leave 
their voting location. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 

d. None 

 

4. Consider the following statements with 
respect to IPCC  

1. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change was setup by World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO), 
United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP). 

2. IPCC assessments provide a scientific 
basis for governments at all levels to 
develop climate related policies and 
they underlie negotiations at the UN 
Climate Conference – the United 
Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 

d. None 

 

5. The Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) negotiations include? 

1. trade in goods 
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2. trade in services 

3. investment, 

4. economic and technical cooperation 

5. intellectual property 

6. dispute settlement 

7. e-commerce 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1.2.3.4.5 

b. 1.2.3.4.6 

c. 2.3.4.5.6.7 

d. All 

 

6. Consider the following regarding e-
Commerce 

1. Marketplace model of e-commerce 
means an ecommerce activity where 
inventory of goods and services is 
owned by e-commerce entity and is sold 
to the consumers directly. 

2. Inventory model of ecommerce means 
providing of an information technology 
platform as a facilitator between buyer 
and seller. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 

d. None 

 

7. Consider the following statements 

1. Pneumonia is a lung infection. 

2. A variety of organisms, including 
bacteria, viruses and fungi, can cause 
pneumonia. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 

d. None 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding 
Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) 

1. RBI introduces Prompt Corrective 
Action when the Bank‟s financial 
conditions worsen below certain limits 
(trigger points). 

2. The limit set are in the form of three 
conventional financial indicators which 
are called trigger points– CRAR, Net 
NPA and Return on Assets 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 

d. None 

 

9. Which of the following is/are Statutory 
Bodies? 

1. Central Vigilance Comission 

2. Central Bureau of Investigation 

3. Comptroller and Auditor General Of 
India 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 3 only 

d. None 

 

10. Consider the following statements 

1. A non performing asset (NPA) is a loan 
or advance for which the principal or 
interest payment remained overdue for 
a period of 90 days. 

2. Banks are required to classify NPAs 
further into Substandard, Doubtful and 
Loss assets. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 
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a. 1 only 

b. 2only 

c. Both 

d. None 

 

Answers 

1. c 

2. c 

 3. d 

 An exit poll, on the other hand, is conducted 
immediately after people have voted, and 
assesses the support for political parties and 
their candidates. 

 An opinion poll is a pre-election survey to 
gather voters‘ views on a range of election-
related issues. 

4. b 

IPCC was setup by WMO and UNEP only. 

5. d 

6. d 

 Marketplace model of e-commerce means 
providing of an information technology 
platform as a facilitator between buyer and 
seller 

 Inventory model of ecommerce means an 
ecommerce activity where inventory of goods 
and services is owned by e-commerce entity 
and is sold to the consumers directly. 

7. c 

8. c 

9. a 

10. c 

 

12-11-2018 

1) The term “SpiNNaker” is recently seen in the 
news. It is a 

a. Brain mimicking super computer 

b. Bio-gas powered washing machine 

c. Artificial cyclone generator 

d. Malicious software 

2) Consider the following statements regarding 
the naming of cyclones in the Northern Indian 
Ocean 

1. India, Pakistan and Thailand are the 
members among the eight countries 
which contributes names to the cyclone. 

2. They are named to provide ease of 
communication between forecasters 
and the general public regarding 
forecasts and warnings. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following statements regarding 
INSPIRE 2018 conference 

1. It is being organised by Energy 
Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) and 
Asian Development Bank (ADB). 

2. It will focus on enhancing grid 
management, e-Mobility, financial 
instruments and technologies for 
energy efficiency in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Recently, an agreement on Mutual Legal 
Assistance in Criminal Matters was signed 
between India and 

a. Japan 

b. Morocco 

c. Singapore 

d. Seychelles 
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5) Consider the following statements regarding 
the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural 
Heritage Conservation 

1. It is awarded to outstanding leaders 
from government, civil society and the 
private sector whose actions have had a 
positive impact on the environment. 

2. Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple in 
Tamilnadu has won this prestigious 
award for 2018. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Choose the incorrect pair 

1. Point calimere wildlife sanctuary – 
Tamilnadu 

2. Nauradehi wildlife sanctuary – Madhya 
Pradesh 

3. Dachigam Wildlife Sanctuary – Jammu 
& Kashmir 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 3 only 

d. None of the above 

 

7) Which of the following are the reasons for 
the decline of pollinators in India? 

1. Invasive alien plant species 

2. Habitat destruction 

3. Polyculture cultivation 

4. Use of fertilizer and pesticides 

5. Climate change 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 1, 4 and 5 only 

b. 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

c. 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

d. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

 

8) Consider the following statements regarding 
the RBI Board 

1. It is a body comprising officials from the 
central bank and the Government of 
India, including officials nominated by 
the government. 

2. The Governor and Deputy Governors of 
RBI hold office for not more than five 
years. 

3. The governor has to call a Board 
meeting at least thrice in a year. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

9) Consider the following statements regarding 
National Mineral Development Corporation 
(NMDC) 

1. It engaged in the business of developing 
and exploiting mineral resources of the 
country except coal, oil and diamonds. 

2. It works under the administrative 
control of the Ministry of Steel. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Consider the following statements about 
Vaccine Associated Paralytic Polio (VAPP) 

1. In VAPP, the vaccine virus mutates into 
a virulent version of itself, causing 
disease in the child. 
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2. It doesn‟t spread from person to person. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. a 

 Spiking Neural Network Architecture 
(SpiNNaker) is the world‘s largest 
supercomputer designed to work in the same 
way as the human brain works. 

 It is designed and built in the University of 
Manchester in the UK. 

 Recently, it has been switched on for the first 
time. 

2. c 

 India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Maldives, 
Myanmar, Oman, Sri Lanka and Thailand are 
the 8 contributor countries for Northern 
Indian Ocean. 

 The cyclone, named by Sri Lanka as ‗Gaja‘ is 
formed in the Bay of Bengal and likely to 
landfall in the eastern coast of India. 

3. b 

 The second edition of International 
Symposium to Promote Innovation & Research 
in Energy Efficiency (INSPIRE 2018) has been 
held in New Delhi. 

 It is being organised by Energy Efficiency 
Services Limited (EESL) and World Bank. 

 EESL and Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
signed an agreement for a Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) grant of USD 13 million to 
establish an Energy Efficiency Revolving Fund 
(EERF). 

4. b 

 India and Morocco sign Agreement on Mutual 
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters. 

 It will strengthen bilateral cooperation with 
Morocco and enhance effectiveness. 

 It provides a broad legal framework for 
prevention, investigation and prosecution of 
crimes; as well as in tracing, restraint and 
confiscation of funds meant to finance terrorist 
acts. 

5. d 

 Restoration of an aristocratic house from a 
state of partial ruin in Ladakh has won the 
UNESCO Asia-Pacific award for conservation 
for 2018 in the category of Award of 
Distinction. 

 The restoration projects of the iconic Rajabai 
Clock Tower of Mumbai University and 
Ruttonsee Muljee Jetha Fountain, have 
received an Honourable Mention. 

 The award recognizes the efforts of private 
individuals and organizations that have 
successfully conserved structures and 
buildings of heritage value in the region.  

 Champions of Earth award: It is awarded to 
outstanding leaders from government, civil 
society and the private sector whose actions 
have had a positive impact on the 
environment. 

6. d 

Recently, an expert panel has deferred environment 
clearance for diamond mining in Panna to the state-
owned miner National Mineral Development 
Corporation (NMDC), after it received a complaint 
highlighting the site‘s proximity to a wild life corridor 
between Panna Tiger Reserve and the Nauradehi 
Wildlife Sanctuary. 

7. c 

 The cultivation of large and adjoining areas 
under a single crop (Monoculture cultivation) 
is said to be one of the major reasons. 

 Instead, Polyculture cultivation (using 
multiple crops in the same space, providing 
crop diversity) is the key to reduce the 
dwindling population of pollinators. 

8. b 

 The Governor has to call a Board meeting at 
least six times in a year, and at least once each 
quarter. 

 The RBI Board recently entered the news 
during the public spat between the central 
bank and the Finance Ministry. 
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 One of the reasons for the disagreement was 
the government‘s alleged threat of invoking 
Section 7 of the RBI Act. 

 Section 7 basically empowers the government 
to supersede the RBI Board and issue 
directions to the central bank if they are 
considered to be ―necessary in public interest‖. 

9. b 

Recently, an expert panel has deferred environment 
clearance for diamond mining in Panna to the state-
owned miner National Mineral Development 
Corporation (NMDC). 

10. c 

 

13-11-2018 

1) Art forms such as Chhau and Raibenshe are 
associated with which of the following states?  

a. Assam 

b. West Bengal 

c. Sikkim 

d. Madhya Pradesh 

 

2) Consider the following statements regarding 
Over-the-Top (OTT) services 

1. It refers to applications and services 
which are accessible over the internet 
and ride on operators‟ networks 
offering internet access services. 

2. Services provided under the OTT are 
generally free or lower in cost as 
compared to traditional methods of 
delivery. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following pairs with respect to 
joint exercises 

1. Shakti – India-France 

2. Samudra Shakti – India-Singapore 

3. Mitra Shakti – India-Srilanka 

4. Gagan Shakti – India-Thailand 

Which of the pairs given above 
is/are incorrectly matched? 

a. 4 only 

b. 2 and 4 only 

c. 2, 3 and 4 only 

d. 1, 3 and 4 only 

 

4) Consider the following statements regarding 
Global Cooling Prize 

1. It is instituted to motivate individuals 
and governments to use energy efficient 
cooling technologies. 

2. It is jointly instituted by Department of 
Science and Technology and Ministry of 
new and renewable energy. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to defence acquisition in India 

1. Department of Industrial Policy & 
Promotion (DIPP) mandates that 
acquisition worth over Rs.1000 crore 
should be first cleared by the Cabinet 
Committee on Security (CCS). 

2. Defence Acquisition council (DAC) is 
the defence ministry's highest decision 
making body on defence procurement. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 
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6) The term “Tissue chips” is recently seen in 
the news. It is a/an 

a. Micro processor designed to study the internal 
structure of tissues 

b. Initiative of NASA to develop non degradable 
human tissue for the purpose of combat role 

c. ESA‘s project of sending food products to 
understand the effect of microgravity on it 

d. Initiative to better understand the role of 
microgravity on human health 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Pneumonia 

1. Pneumonia is a form of acute 
respiratory infection that affects the 
lungs. 

2. Pneumonia can be caused by viruses, 
bacteria, or fungi. 

3. Pneumonia is the single largest 
infectious cause of death in children 
worldwide. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 and 3 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 

d. None of the above 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Sangai deer 

1. It is endemic to Manipur 

2. Its natural habitat is Keibul Lamjao 
national park. 

3. It is the state animal of Manipur 

4. It is classified as endangered in IUCN 
Red list 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1, 2 and 3 only 

b. 1, 2 and 4 only 

c. 1, 3 and 4 only 

d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Mission ExoMars 

1. It is a two-part astrobiology project 
between ISRO and ESA. 

2. If the project is approved, it would be 
the ISRO‟s third interplanetary mission. 

Which of the statement given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Consider the following statements 
regarding Free Trade Agreements (FTA) 

1. India already has a free trade 
agreement with Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
Japan and South Korea. 

2. RCEP is a pact that aims to cover goods, 
services, investments and intellectual 
property rights. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 In a unique initiative, West Bengal 
government, the UNESCO and 
Banglanatk.com has published three graphic 
novels on three different art forms which 
include Chhau and Raibenshe of the State both 
in Bengali and English in 2018 to promote 
traditional crafts of West Bengal. 

 The idea behind the publication is to engage 
young minds so that they become aware about 
folk tradition of the State. 

2. c 
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 The best known examples of OTT are Skype, 
Viber, WhatsApp, etc. 

 The TRAI has re-started the discussion on 
regulatory issues and economic concerns with 
regard to Over-the-top (OTT) services. 

 The TRAI has already released a consultation 
paper to analyse the implications of OTTs‘ 
rapid growth. 

3. b 

 Shakti – India-France joint army exercise 

 Garuda Shakti – India-Indonesia joint army 
exercise 

 Samudra Shakti – India-Indonesia joint naval 
exercise 

 Mitra Shakti – India-Srilanka joint army 
exercise 

 Gagan Shakti – Indian Air force‘s combat 
exercise 

 INS Rana – a Rajput class destroyer, is on 
deployment to the South East Asia to 
participate in the inaugural edition of Indian – 
Indonesian Bilateral Naval Exercise ‗Samudra 
Shakti. 

4. d 

 Global cooling prize was instituted in Global 
Cooling Innovation Summit in New Delhi. 

 The award carries total prize money of $3 
million. 

 It is instituted to motivate research 
laboratories across the world to develop highly 
efficient cooling technologies. 

 The prize is supported by Mission Innovation, 
the Government of India through the 
Department of Science and Technology, 
Ministry of Power, Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency, and Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change. 

 It will be administered by a coalition of leading 
research institutes—Rocky Mountain Institute 
(RMI), Conservation X Labs, the Alliance for 
an Energy Efficient Economy (AEEE), and 
CEPT University. 

5. b 

The Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) 2013 
mandates that acquisitions worth over Rs.1,000 crore 
should be first cleared by the CCS. 

6. d 

 It is an initiative by NASA to better understand 
the role of microgravity on human health. 

 Under this, NASA is planning to send small 
devices containing human cells in a 3D matrix 
known as ―tissue chips or organs-on-chips‖ to 
the International Space Station (ISS). 

 It is to test how they respond to stress, drugs 
and genetic changes. 

7. c 

 Pneumonia accounts for 16% of all deaths of 
children under 5 years old in 2015. 

 Pneumonia can be caused by viruses, bacteria, 
or fungi. 

 Pneumonia can be prevented by 
immunization, adequate nutrition, and by 
addressing environmental factors. 

 Pneumonia caused by bacteria can be treated 
with antibiotics, but only one third of children 
with pneumonia receive the antibiotics they 
need. 

8. d 

Every year Manipur government organises the Sangai 
festival to promote tourism and create awareness 
about the deer. 

9. d 

 ExoMars (Exobiology on Mars) is a two-part 
astrobiology project to search for evidence of 
life on Mars. 

 It is a joint mission of the European Space 
Agency (ESA) and the Russian space agency 
Roscosmos. 

 ISRO‘s ―Mission Venus‖, if approved would be 
its third interplanetary mission after 
Chandrayaan – 1 and Mars Orbiter Mission. 

10. c 

 India already has a free trade agreement with 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), Japan and South Korea and it is 
negotiating similar pacts with Australia and 
New Zealand. 
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 The Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) is a pact that aims to cover 
goods, services, investments, economic and 
technical cooperation, competition and 
intellectual property rights. 

 

14-11-2018 

1) Consider the following statements regarding 
Credit Rating Agencies (CRAs) in India 

1. It assesses the ability and willingness of 
the issuer company for timely payment 
of interest and principal on a debt 
instrument. 

2. They are regulated by Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI). 

3. In India, the issuer company pays for 
the credit rating. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 

d. None of the above 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to ARPIT Scheme 

1. It is a Leadership development training 
programme for second level academic 
functionaries in public funded higher 
education institutions. 

2. It was launched by Ministry of Human 
Resource Development (MHRD) 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following statements regarding 
PM-Science, Technology and Innovation 
Advisory Council (PM-STIAC) 

1. It replaces Scientific Advisory 
Committee (SAC) to the Cabinet and 
SAC to the PM. 

2. It is headed by Prime Minister. 

3. It is also responsible for command, 
control and operational decisions 
regarding India's nuclear weapons 
programme. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

4) Consider the following countries 

1. Algeria 

2. Egypt 

3. Western Sahara 

4. Libya 

5. Tunisia 

Which of the countries given above does 
not share borders with Morocco?  

a. 1 and 3 only 

b. 2 and 4 only 

c. 2, 4 and 5 only 

d. All of the above 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Indian Ocean Naval Symposium 
(IONS) 

1. U.K and U.A.E are also the member 
countries of IONS. 

2. The theme for the IONS 2018 is 'IONS as 
a Catalyst for SAGAR'. 

3. IONS is a voluntary initiative that seeks 
to increase maritime co-operation 
among navies of the littoral states of the 
Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a. 1 only 
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b. 1 and 2 only 

c. All of the above 

d. None of the above 

 

6) The term “Enemy Shares” was recently seen 
in the news. It is a/an  

a. Property belonging to a person who migrated 
from native country to an enemy country when 
a war broke out 

b. Out of court procedure for settling property 
issue between two parties 

c. Property belonging to a person which was 
illegally transferred to another person 

d. Shares belonging to an anonymous account 
which distorts share markets 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Global Digital Content Market 
(GDCM) 2018 

1. It is hosted by the Department of 
Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

2. India has been chosen as a host nation 
for the conference by the World 
Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to LEAP Scheme 

1. It is an initiative of online professional 
development of 15 lakh higher 
education faculty using the MOOCs 
platform SWAYAM. 

2. It was launched by Ministry of Human 
Resource Development (MHRD) 

3. The implementation of LEAP 
Programme will be through 15 NIRF top 
ranked Indian Institutions 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 only 

 

9) Consider the following statements regarding 
the Exercise INDRA 2018 

1. It is a joint military exercise between 
India and Russia. 

2. This year‟s edition will be conducted in 
Vladivostok, Russia. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Green Tribunal 

1. NGT has been established under the 
National Green Tribunal Act, 2010. 

2. NGT is bound by the procedure laid 
down under the Code of Civil Procedure. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 A credit rating agency is an entity which 
assesses the ability and willingness of the 
issuer company for timely payment of interest 
and principal on a debt instrument. 

 SEBI, the capital market regulator, regulates 
the Credit Rating Agencies (CRAs) in India. 
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 India follows ―Issuer pays model‖ which has 
been long contested by critics. 

 In this model, an issuer of debt securities also 
pays for the credit rating agencies. 

 Recently, SEBI tightens norms for CRAs. It 
asked CRAs to analyze the deterioration in the 
liquidity conditions of the issuer and take into 
account any asset-liability mismatch. 

2. b 

 Annual Refresher Programme in 
Teaching (ARPIT) – It is a major and 
unique initiative of online professional 
development of 15 lakh higher education 
faculty using the MOOCs platform SWAYAM. 

 For implementing ARPIT, 75 discipline-
specific institutions have been identified and 
notified as National Resource Centres (NRCs) 
in the first phase. 

 These NRCs are tasked to prepare online 
training material with focus on latest 
developments in the discipline, new & 
emerging trends, pedagogical improvements 
and methodologies for transacting revised 
curriculum. 

3. a 

 PM-STIAC (Science, Technology, Innovation 
Advisory Committee) has been constituted in 
August 2018. 

 It will be a 21-member committee and headed 
by Principal Scientific Advisor to the 
Government. 

 With the constitution of the PM-STIAC, the 
Scientific advisory committee to the Cabinet 
(SAC-C) and the Scientific Advisory Committee 
to the PM (SAC-PM) will stand dissolved and 
superseded by PM-STIAC. 

 PM-STIAC renders advice on all matters 
related to Science, Technology and Innovation 
and monitors the implementation of the Prime 
Minister‘s vision on these issues. 

 Nuclear Command Authority (NCA) is 
responsible for command, control and 
operational decisions regarding India's nuclear 
weapons programme. 

4. c 

Recently, India and Morocco has signed agreements on 
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and also 
in Civil and Commercial Matters. 

5. d 

 IONS is a voluntary initiative that seeks to 
increase maritime co-operation among navies 
of the littoral states of the Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR). 

 The theme for this year's (IONS) is IONS as a 
catalyst for Security and Growth for all 
in the Region (SAGAR). 

6. a 

 As per the Enemy Property Act, 1968, ‗enemy 
property‘ refers to any property that was 
belonging to a person who migrated from 
India to an enemy country when a war broke 
out. 

 Enemy shares are kept in the custody of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs or the Custodian of 
Enemy Property of India. 

 For the first time, the government has decided 
to sell off the property held in the form of 
shares (‗enemy shares‘). 

7. c 

 The Department of Industrial Policy and 
Promotion (DIPP), Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, is hosting the conference on Global 
Digital Content Market (GDCM) 2018 in New 
Delhi. 

 The conference will feature sessions on music, 
film, broadcasting and publishing, as well as 
collective management, emerging models and 
the implications for the market and policy 
makers. 

 India has been chosen as a host nation for the 
conference by World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) due to the strong 
creative industry in the country in films, music 
and media. 

 The focus for this year‘s conference is the Asia 
Pacific region. 

 It is hoped that through the GDCM 2018 an 
exchange of knowledge, culture and good 
practices amongst the nations of the Asia 
Pacific region will take place. 

8. c 
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 Leadership for Academicians 
Programme (LEAP) – It is a three weeks 
Flagship leadership development training 
programme (2 weeks domestic and one week 
foreign training) for second level academic 
functionaries in public funded higher 
education institutions. 

 The main objective is to prepare second tier 
academic heads who are potentially likely to 
assume leadership roles in the future. 

 The programme would provide senior faculty, 
with high academic credentials, the required 
leadership and managerial skills. 

 The implementation of LEAP Programme will 
be through 15 NIRF top ranked Indian 
Institutions. 

9. a 

This year‘s edition is being conducted at Babina Field 
Firing Ranges, Babina Military Station, Uttar Pradesh, 
India. 

10. a 

NGT shall not be bound by the procedure laid down 
under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but shall be 
guided by principles of natural justice. 

 

15-11-2018 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to renaming of states 

1. The procedure of renaming a state can 
be initiated by either the Parliament or 
the State Legislature. 

2. A bill contemplating such a change in 
name can be introduced in the 
Parliament only with the prior 
recommendation of the President. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to GSLV MK-III 

1. It is a three stage heavy lift launch 
vehicle with the first and second stages 
using solid propellant and the third 
stage using cryogenic engine. 

2. It was jointly developed by ISRO and 
ROSCOSMOS. 

3. Communication satellite GSAT-29 was 
recently launched using GSLV MkIII-
D2.  

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a. 2 only 

b. 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1 and 2 only 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Yuva Sahakar-Cooperative 
Enterprise Support and Innovation Scheme 

1. It is a youth friendly scheme aimed to 
attract youths to cooperative business 
ventures. 

2. It was launched by Ministry of Micro, 
small and medium Enterprises. 

3. This scheme has special incentives for 
cooperatives of North Eastern region 
and cooperatives with women or 
religious minorities or SC or ST or PwD 
members. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to DHARMA GUARDIAN 

1. It is a joint military exercise between 
India and Nepal. 

2. 2018 edition of this exercise was held in 
Mizoram, India. 

3. The primary focus of the exercise was to 
train and equip the contingents to 
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undertake joint counter insurgency and 
counter terrorist operations. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 2 only 

b. 3 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Cooperative Development 
Corporation (NCDC) 

1. It is a non-statutory organisation. 

2. It is exclusively devoted to cooperative 
sector. 

3. It comes under the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers welfare. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 2 and 3 only 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Bhoomi Rashi Portal 

1. It is a single point platform to accelerate 
highway infrastructure development 
projects in India. 

2. It is an initiative of Ministry of Road 
Transport & Highways. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Great Living Chola Temples 

1. The Great Living Chola Temples are a 
group of four temples built by the 
powerful Chola kings. 

2. Great Living Chola Temples are 
recognised as the UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites. 

3. The Chola dynasty ruled major parts of 
South India and Southeast Asia for over 
four centuries. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 3 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

8) The term SAHAKAR 22 is recently seen in 
the news. It is a/an 

a. Mission to eradicate manual scavenging 
completely in India by 2022 

b. Mission to achieve Rural and Farm prosperity 
through cooperatives by 2022 

c. Mission to achieve 100% cold storage facility in 
India by 2022 

d. Award given to successful cooperative societies 
which are in the right path of doubling 
farmer‘s income by 2022 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Young Champions Award 

1. It was given by Ministry of Agriculture 
and farmer‟s welfare and UNDP. 

2. It will recognise youths who have served 
humanity through agriculture.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 
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10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to “Most Favoured Nation” status 

1. Pakistan has recently granted MFN 
status to India. 

2. India has already granted this status to 
all World Trade Organization members, 
including Pakistan. 

3. As per a WTO rule, every member of 
WTO is required to accord this status to 
other member countries. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. All of the above 

d. None of the above 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 Article 3 of the Indian Constitution authorises 
the Parliament to: 

1. form a new state by separation of territory 
from any state or by uniting two or more states 
or parts of states or by uniting any territory to 
a part of any state, 

2. increase the area of any state, 

3. diminish the area of any state, 

4. alter the boundaries of any state, and 

5. alter the name of any state. 

 However, Article 3 lays down two conditions in 
this regard: 

 A bill contemplating the above changes 
can be introduced in the Parliament 
only with the prior recommendation of 
the President. 

 Before recommending the bill, the President 
has to refer the same to the state legislature 
concerned for expressing its views within a 
specified period. 

 The process for changing the name of a state 
can also be initiated by state legislature. 

 To initiate the process, the state assembly 
would first pass a resolution for such 

change in name and this passed 
resolution would be sent to central 
government. 

 The Central Government will then create a bill 
and this bill will be sent back to the state 
legislature to express its views in a stipulated 
time. 

 Recently, the Central government refuses the 
west Bengal government‘s request to rename 
West Bengal as Bangla. 

2. d 

 GSLV Mk III is a three-stage heavy lift launch 
vehicle developed by ISRO. 

 Two massive boosters with solid propellant 
constitute the first stage, the core with liquid 
propellant form the second stage and the 
cryogenic engine completes the final stage. 

 India‘s GSAT-29 communication satellite was 
successfully launched by the second 
developmental flight of Geosynchronous 
Satellite Launch Vehicle MarkIII (GSLV 
MkIII-D2) 

 The success of GSLV MkIII-D2 marks an 
important milestone in Indian space 
programme towards achieving self-reliance in 
launching heavier satellites. 

3. a 

 Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare has recently launched the National 
Cooperative Development Corporation 
(NCDC‘s) new scheme Yuva Sahakar-
Cooperative Enterprise Support and 
Innovation Scheme to promote young 
entrepreneurs in cooperatives. 

 The scheme will be linked to Rs. 1,000 crore 
―Cooperative Start-up and Innovation Fund‖ 
(CSIF) created by National Cooperative 
Development Corporation (NCDC). 

 It would have more incentives for cooperatives 
of North Eastern region, Aspirational Districts 
and cooperatives with women or SC or ST or 
PwD members. Not Religious minorities. 

4. c 

 The Indian Army and Japanese Army 
completed their joint military exercise, 
‗DHARMA GUARDIAN‘ – 2018 at Counter 
Insurgency and Jungle Warfare School, 
Vairengte, Mizoram, India. 
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 The primary focus of the exercise was to train 
and equip the contingents to undertake joint 
counter insurgency and counter terrorist 
operations in urban and semi urban terrain. 

 ―Surya Kiran‖ is the joint military exercise 
between India and Nepal. 

5. d 

 The National Cooperative Development 
Corporation (NCDC) has the unique 
distinction of being the sole statutory 
organisation functioning as an apex financial 
and developmental institution exclusively 
devoted to cooperative sector. 

 NCDC was established by an Act of 
Parliament in 1963 as a statutory 
Corporation under the Ministry of 
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare. 

 The NCDC has recently came up with a youth-
friendly scheme “Yuva Sahakar-Cooperative 
Enterprise Support and Innovation 
Scheme” for attracting youths to cooperative 
business ventures. 

6. c 

 Bhoomi Rashi portal (or) Land acquisition 
portal is a single point platform for online 
processing of land acquisition notifications to 
accelerate highway infrastructure development 
projects in India. 

 It has been designed by the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways. 

 The portal allows for totally digital and paper-
less processing of land acquisition cases, and 
has resulted in transparent, quick, corruption-
free and error-free handling of land acquisition 
cases. 

 It has also made the possible real-time 
tracking of activities and generation of reports 
relating to land acquisition. 

7. c 

 The Great Living Chola Temples were built by 
kings of the Chola Empire, which ruled major 
parts of South India and Southeast Asia for 
over four centuries. 

 It includes three great 11th- and 12th-century 
Temples: 

1. the Brihadisvara Temple at Thanjavur 

2. the Brihadisvara Temple at Gangaikonda 
Cholapuram  

3. the Airavatesvara Temple at Darasuram 

 The Brihadisvara Temple at Thanjavur was 
recognised as a World Heritage Site in 1987. 

 The other temples were added to the site as 
extensions in 2004 and the site was renamed 
the Great Living Chola Temples. 

 These temples are known for their brilliant 
architecture, sculptures, paintings and bronze 
casting. 

8. b 

SAHAKAR 22: It is a National Cooperative 
Development Corporation (NCDC‘s) Mission 2022 for 
New India to achieve Rural and Farm prosperity 
through cooperatives. 

9. d 

 The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) under 
NITI Aayog and the UNICEF awarded the 
Young Champions Award for young students 
from schools to encourage innovations.  

 The awards were presented to the top six most 
innovative solutions from across the country, 
which were shortlisted through the Atal 
Tinkering Marathon. 

 The objective was to encourage students to 
observe community problems and develop 
innovative solutions.  

 Indian Council of Food and Agriculture 
(ICFA‘s) World Agricultural Prize recognizes 
the individuals who have served humanity 
through agriculture. 

 In 2018, first World Agricultural Prize was 
awarded to Prof. M.S. Swaminathan, Father of 
Green Revolution in India. 

10. a 

 Pakistan is yet to award the MFN status to 
India. 

 Recently, the Pakistan government has said it 
has no immediate plans to grant ‗Most 
Favoured Nation‘ (MFN) status to India. 

 As per a World Trade Organisation rule, every 
member of WTO is required to accord this 
status to other member countries. 



 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com        |      www.iasparliament.com 

 India has already granted this status to all 
World Trade Organization members, including 
Pakistan. 

 Under the MFN status, a WTO member 
country is obliged to treat other trading 
nations in a non-discriminatory manner, 
especially with regard to customs duty and 
other levies. 

 

16-11-2018 

1) The term “Train 18” is recently seen in the 
news. It is a/the 

a. World‘s first hydrogen powered train 
introduced in Germany 

b. India‘s first indigenously built engineless train 

c. Special tourist train which will cover 18 holy 
sites in India 

d. India‘s first indigenously built driverless train 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to “Hunar Haat” 

1. It is an online portal to showcase and 
sell products made by master artisans 
across the country. 

2. It was launched by Ministry of Minority 
affairs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Swadesh Darshan scheme 

1. The main objective of the scheme is the 
integrated development of theme based 
tourist circuits in the country. 

2. It comes under the Ministry of Tourism. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to East Asia Summit (EAS) 

1. 13th edition of East Asia Summit was 
held at Singapore. 

2. U.S.A is the only member of EAS other 
than RCEP member countries. 

3. India has been participating in the EAS 
since its very inception in 2005. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

5) Consider the following pairs with respect to 
the recent cyclones in the Northern Indian 
Ocean 

1. Gaja            –       Bay of Bengal 

2. Titli              –       Arabian Sea 

3. Luban          –       Bay of Bengal 

Which of the pairs given above 
is/are incorrectly matched? 

a. 2 only 

b. 3 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. None of the above 

 

6) The term Gerontology refers to 

a. A branch of medicine focused on the digestive 
system and its disorders 

b. The study of physical, mental and social 
aspects of ageing 

c. A branch of medicine focused on the women‘s 
diseases especially those of the reproductive 
organs 
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d. A branch of medicine focused on the men‘s 
diseases especially those of the reproductive 
organs 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to “Aadi Mahotsav” festival 

1. It is an International Tribal Festival. 

2. It is organized by the Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs and UN for indigenous peoples. 

3. It is an exhibition-cum-sale of tribal 
handicrafts, art, paintings, fabric, 
jewellery etc. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

8) Consider the following statement(s) with 
respect to Mega Food Park Scheme 

1. Mega Food Parks create modern 
infrastructure facilities for food 
processing along the value chain from 
farm to market. 

2. It was implemented by the Ministry of 
Food processing Industries. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Himalayan State Regional Council 

1. It was constituted by the Ministry of 
Home affairs. 

2. It will be the nodal agency for the 
sustainable development in the Indian 
Himalayan region. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Consider the following pairs 

1. Reang         -        Chattisgarh 

2. Onge           -        Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands 

3. Mankirdia  -        Odisha 

Which of the pair(s) given above 
is/are incorrectly matched? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. All of the above 

d. None of the above 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 Train 18 is the India‘s first indigenously 
built engineless semi-high speed train. 

 Capable of running at a speed of up to 160 
kmph, Train 18 is being referred to as a 
successor to the 30-year-old Shatabdi Express. 

 It has been manufactured under ‗Make in 
India‘ initiative by the Integral Coach Factory 
(ICF) in Chennai. 

 iLint trains – World‘s first hydrogen-
powered passenger train rolled out in Germany 
which has been manufactured by French 
company Alstom. 

2. b 

 ―Hunar Haat‖ is an exhibition 
programme aimed at promoting and 
supporting artisans from Minority 
communities and providing them domestic as 
well as international market for display and 
sell their products. 

 It is being organised in various parts of the 
country under a mission to provide market and 
employment opportunity to master artisans 
and craftsmen. 
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 It was launched by Ministry of Minority 
Affairs. 

 Recently, the Union Minister for Minority 
Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi formally 
inaugurated ―Hunar Haat‖ at Pragati Maidan 
in New Delhi at the event of India 
International Trade Fair held in New Delhi. 

 Earlier, ‗Hunar Haat‘ has been organised in 
several places like Allahabad, Puducherry and 
Mumbai. 

3. d 

 Swadesh Darshan scheme is one of the flagship 
schemes of the Ministry of 
tourism for development of thematic 
circuits in the country in a planned and 
prioritized manner. 

 Under this scheme the Government is focusing 
on development of quality infrastructure in the 
country with objective of providing better 
experience and facilities to the visitors on one 
hand and on other hand fostering the 
economic growth. 

 The scheme was launched in 2014 -15. 

 Two important North East Circuits under 
Swadesh Darshan Scheme of Central Tourism 
Ministry inaugurated in Arunachal Pradesh 
recently. 

4. c 

 The East Asia Summit is a unique Leaders-led 
forum of 18 countries of the Asia-Pacific 
region formed to further the objectives of 
regional peace, security and prosperity. 

 The membership of EAS consists of ten 
ASEAN Member States (i.e. Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, the 
Philippines and Vietnam), Australia, China, 
India, Japan, New Zealand, Republic of 
Korea, Russian Federation and the USA. 

 The RCEP, composed of 10 ASEAN members 
as well as Australia, China, India, Japan, New 
Zealand and South Korea. 

 EAS is an initiative of ASEAN and is based on 
the premise of the centrality of ASEAN.  

 Thirteen East Asia Summits have been held so 
far. India has been a part of this process since 
its inception in 2005 in Kuala Lumpur. 

 PM Narendra modi participated in the 13th 
edition of EAS held at Singapore in 
2018. 

5. c 

 The cyclone Luban is the third to develop in 
the Arabian Sea in 2018. 

 The first two are Sagar and Mekunu. 

 The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) 
called the formation of the two very severe 
cyclones—Titli and Luban—on the two sides of 
the Indian mainland as ‗rarest of rare‘ 
occurrences. 

6. b 

 Gerontology is the study of physical, mental 
and social aspects of ageing. 

 Gastroenterology is the branch 
of medicine focused on the digestive 
system and its disorders. 

 Gynaecology is the branch of medicine that 
deals with the health of the female 
reproductive systems. 

 Andrology is the branch of medicine that 
deals with the health of the male reproductive 
systems. 

 Recently, the 4th International Congress on 
Gerontology and Geriatric Medicine is being 
organized along with the Asia Pacific Geriatric 
Medicine Network Conference at All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi. 

 The vision of the conference is to improve old 
age care around the world.  

 In India, more than 70% of the population is 
below the age of 40 years, due to which it is 
facing a bi-polar challenge.  

7. b 

 ―Aadi Mahotsav‖ – a National Tribal 
Festival organized in New Delhi by 
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and 
TRIFED to celebrate, cherish and promote 
the spirit of tribal craft, culture, cuisine and 
commerce.  

 The theme of the festival is: ―A Celebration of 
the Spirit of Tribal Culture, Craft, Cuisine and 
Commerce‖. 

 The festival will feature exhibition-cum-
sale of tribal handicrafts, art, paintings, 
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fabric, jewellery and much more through 100 
stalls. 

8. d 

 Mega Food Parks create modern infrastructure 
facilities for food processing along the value 
chain from farm to market with strong forward 
and backward linkages through a cluster based 
approach. 

 Aimed at giving a major boost to the food 
processing sector by adding value and 
reducing food wastage at each stage of the 
supply chain with particular focus on 
perishables, Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries is implementing Mega Food Park 
Scheme in the country.  

 Union Minister for Food Processing Industries 
Harsimrat Kaur Badal inaugurated 2nd Mega 
Food Park in Maharashtra. 

9. b 

 NITI Aayog has constituted the ‗Himalayan 
State Regional Council‘ to ensure sustainable 
development of the Indian Himalayan region.  

 The Council has been constituted to review 
and implement identified action points based 
on the Reports of five Working Groups, which 
were established along thematic areas to 
prepare a roadmap for action. 

 The Himalayan States Regional Council will be 
the nodal agency for the Sustainable 
development in the Himalayan Region which 
consists of the twelve States namely Jammu 
&Kashmir, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura, two 
districts of Assam namely Dima Hasao and 
KarbiAnglong and Darjeeling and Kalimpong 
in West Bengal. 

10. a 

 The Reangs, also referred to as the Brus, are 
spread across the northeastern states of 
Tripura, Assam, Manipur, and Mizoram. 

 

17-11-2018 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to International System of Units (SI) 

1. There are totally seven fundamental 
units in the SI system. 

2. Six of the seven fundamental units are 
already based on unchanging properties 
of nature. 

3. Kilogram is the only SI unit still defined 
by a physical object. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Commission for Women 
(NCW) 

1. It is a statutory body. 

2. Chairperson and members are removed 
by Central Government. 

3. The Annual report of the NCW will be 
laid before parliament by the President. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a. 2 only 

b. 3 only 

c. 1 and 2 only 

d. 1 and 3 only 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Nirbhaya Fund 

1. It is formulated to implement initiatives 
aimed at enhancing the safety and 
security of women. 

2. It is being administered by the Ministry 
of Finance. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 
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4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) 

1. The CBI derives power to investigate 
from the Delhi Special Police 
Establishment Act, 1946. 

2. Consent of the concerned State 
government is necessary for CBI to 
exercise its powers and jurisdiction in a 
particular State. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Electoral Bonds 

1. The electoral bonds will not bear the 
name of the donor.  

2. It can be purchased by any citizen of 
India or a body incorporated in India. 

3. It will be available only at the specified 
branches of State Bank of India (SBI). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 3 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

6) The NIPUN portal was recently seen in the 
news. It is an 

a. e-learning portal launched by Delhi Police to 
impart in-service training to its personnel 

b. Online portal to facilitate foreign investors 
who invest in North Eastern Regions 

c. Online portal to register grievances on using e-
way bill system launched by Ministry of 
commerce 

d. Online portal to facilitate foreign investors 
launched by the Government of Sikkim 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Maternity Benefits (Amendment) 
Act, 2017 

1. It increased the paid maternity leave to 
women employees from 12 weeks to 26 
weeks. 

2. The wages paid by the employer during 
maternity leave will be equally shared 
by the employer and the Ministry of 
Labour. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following pairs 

1. Bellandur Lake – Maharashtra 

2. Deepor beel Lake – Arunachal pradesh 

3. Nainital Lake – Uttarkhand 

Which of the pair(s) given above is/are 
correctly matched? 

a. 3 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Cabinet committee on Parliamentary 
affairs (CCPA) 

1. CCPA is one of the six cabinet 
committees functional in India. 

2. It is chaired by Union Home Minister. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 
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10) The term “Huravee” is recently seen in the 
news. It is a/an/the 

a. Hurricane that affects the eastern parts of 
United States of America 

b. India‘s first indigenously built stealth aircraft 

c. Maldivian Coast Guard Ship refitted by Indian 
Navy 

d. Military exercise between China and Pakistan 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 There are seven fundamental units in the SI 
system and every other unit of measurement 
can be derived from one or more of these seven 
units. 

 Three of the seven fundamental units 
are already based on unchanging 
properties of nature. 

 These are the second (time), the metre 
(distance), and the candela (luminous 
intensity, a measure for light‘s brightness). 

 Kilogram, is the only SI unit 
still defined by a physical object. 

 Recently, Scientists‟ from various 
nations has unanimously voted to 
change the definition of mass. 

2. b 

 The National Commission for Women is a 
statutory body established under the National 
Commission for Women Act, 1990. 

 The objective is to review the Constitutional 
and legal safeguards for women; recommend 
remedial legislative measures, facilitate 
redressal of grievances and advise the 
Government on all policy matters affecting 
women. 

 The Chairperson and every Member shall hold 
office for such period, not exceeding three 
years, as may be specified by the Central 
Government in this behalf. 

 Chairperson and members are removed 
by the Central Government. 

 The Central Government places annual 
reports before each House of Parliament, along 
with a memorandum explaining the action 
taken on the recommendation. 

 Recently, Women and Child Development 
Ministry nominates three Members of NCW. 

3. c 

 The Ministry of Finance, Government of India 
had set up a dedicated fund called Nirbhaya 
Fund in 2013, for implementation of initiatives 
aimed at enhancing the safety and security for 
women in the country. 

 It is a non-lapsable corpus fund.  

 Nirbhaya fund is being administered by the 
Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of 
Finance. 

 Ministry of Women and Child Development is 
the nodal authority for 
appraising/recommending the 
proposals/schemes to be funded under 
Nirbhaya Fund. 

 WCD ministry also review and monitor the 
progress of sanctioned Schemes in conjunction 
with the line Ministries/Departments.  

 From time to time, Department of Economic 
Affairs (DEA) issues guidelines for 
administration and operationalization of the 
Fund. 

 Recently, Women & Child Development 
Ministry approves 3 Fresh proposals for 
Expenditure under Nirbhaya Fund. 

4. c 

 The consent of the state government is 
necessary as the jurisdiction of all agencies 
under the Delhi Special Police Establishment 
Act is confined to Delhi and Union territories. 

 ―General consent‖ is the approval given by a 
State government concerned from time to time 
to the CBI. 

 Recently, Andhra Pradesh withdrew the 
―general consent‖ granted to the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI), effectively 
curtailing the agency‘s powers in the State 
without prior permission. 

 The CBI and all agencies under the Delhi 
Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act, 
1946, will now have to approach the State 
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government for permission on a case by case 
basis. 

 Following A.P, West Bengal government has 
also decided to withdraw the ―general 
consent‖. 

5. d 

 An electoral bond is designed to be a bearer 
instrument like a Promissory Note — in effect, 
it will be similar to a bank note that is payable 
to the bearer on demand and free of interest. 

 It can be purchased by any citizen of India 
or a body incorporated in India. 

 The bonds will be issued in multiples of Rs. 
1,000, Rs. 10,000, Rs. 1 lakh, Rs. 10 lakh and 
Rs. 1 crore and will be available at specified 
branches of State Bank of India. 

 The electoral bonds will not bear the 
name of the donor. In essence, the donor 
and the party details will be available with the 
bank, but the political party might not be 
aware of who the donor is.  

6. a 

 Delhi Police has launched an e-learning portal 
‗Nipun‘ to impart training and provide up to 
date information to police officers. 

 The initiative is aimed at imparting in-service 
online training and information to police 
personnel through specialized courses 
available online which have been designed by 
experts in various fields. 

7. b 

 Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017 has 
increased the paid maternity leave to women 
employees from 12 weeks to 26 weeks. 

 The Ministry of Labour & Employment is 
working on an incentive scheme wherein 7 
weeks‘ wages would be reimbursed to 
employers who employ women workers with 
wage ceiling up to Rs. 15000/- and provide the 
maternity benefit of 26 weeks paid leave, 
subject to certain conditions.  

 The proposed Scheme, 
if approved and implemented shall ensure the 
women in this country an equal access to 
employment and other approved benefits 
along with adequate safety and secure 
environment.  

8. a 

 Severely-polluted Bellandur Lake in Bengaluru 
catches fire again recently. 

 Deepor beel Lake is located to the south-west 
of Guwahati city, Assam. 

9. c 

1. Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 

2. Cabinet Committee on Accommodation 

3. Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 

4. Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary 
Affairs 

5. Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs 

6. Cabinet Committee on Security 

 These are the six cabinet committees 
functional in India. 

 It looks after progress after of government 
business in the Parliament. 

 It is chaired by Union Home Minister. 

10. c 

 Maldivian Coast Guard Ship (MCGS) Huravee 
successfully completed her refit at Naval 
Dockyard Visakhapatnam and the ship was 
formally handed over to Maldives. 

 The four-month long refit to MCGS Huravee is 
an initiative by the Indian Navy undertaken in 
furtherance of the Indian Navy's diplomatic 
outreach to friendly foreign navies in the 
Indian Ocean Region.  

 

19-11-2018 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Department of Investment and 
Public Asset Management (DIPAM) 

1. It strives to bolster profit making PSEs 
as well as restructure and revive sick 
and loss making PSEs under its 
administrative control. 

2. It comes under Ministry of Heavy 
industries and Public enterprises. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 
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b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Consider the following missions 

1. InSight – NASA – Mars 

2. Chandrayan2 – ISRO – Moon 

3. Hayabusa2 – JAXA – Asteroid Bennu 

4. OSIRIS-Rex – NASA – Asteroid Ryugu 

Which of the above is/are correctly matched? 

a. 2 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

3) The government in 2017 amended child 
labour laws to allow children below 14 to work 
in which of the following? 

1. Agriculture 

2. Family Businesses 

3. Artist in Entertainment Industry 

4. Circuses 

5. Restaurants, Hotels, Hospitals 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

d. All of the above 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to El Nino 

1. Cooling of surface ocean waters along 
the tropical west coast of South 
America. 

2. Reduces upwelling of cold water, 
decreasing the uplift of nutrients from 
the bottom of the ocean. 

3. Higher risk of fires and a greater chance 
of heat waves in Australia. 

4. Drier-than-normal conditions in South 
America. 

Which of the effects given above 
is/are not associated with El Nino? 

a. 2 and 3 only 

b. 1 and 4 only 

c. 3 and 4 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 only 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Central Information Commission 
(CIC) 

1. It is a constitutional body. 

2. The decisions of the Commission are 
final and binding. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is incorrect? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Arrange the following countries 
in descending order in terms of export of oil to 
India 

1. Nigeria 

2. Saudi Arabia 

3. Iran 

4. Iraq 

5. Venezuela 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below 

a. 2-4-3-5-1 

b. 4-2-1-5-3 

c. 2-4-1-5-3 

d. 4-2-3-5-1 
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7) The term ExseedSAT – 1 is recently seen in 
the news. It is the 

a. ISRO‘s next communication satellite to be 
fixed in a geo-stationary transfer orbit 

b. India‘s first private satellite to be launched by 
a private agency 

c. ESA‘s mission to study the moons of Planet 
Saturn 

d. Pakistan‘s first communication satellite 
launched by China 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Ganga Gram Project 

1. Construction of crematorium 

2. Rain water harvesting 

3. Ranking villages based on certain 
parameters 

4. Encourage plantation of medicinal 
plants and promotion of organic 
farming 

Which of the objectives given above 
is/are not the components of Ganga Gram 
project? 

a. 3 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 only 

d. 3 and 4 only 

 

9) Consider the following pairs with respect to 
telescopes 

1. GROWTH – India 

2. ALMA – Chile 

Which of the pair(s) given above is/are 
correctly matched? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Consider the statements with respect to 
India Infrastructure Finance Company Ltd 
(IIFCL) 

1. IIFCL is a wholly-owned Government of 
India company set up in 2006. 

2. It provides long term finance only to 
green field projects. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. d 

 The Department of Disinvestment was set up 
as a separate Department in 1999 and 
functions as one of the Departments under 
the Ministry of Finance since 2004. 

 In 2016, the Department of Disinvestment was 
renamed as Department of Investment and 
Public Asset Management (DIPAM). 

 DIPAM deals with all matters relating to 
management of Central Government 
investments in equity including disinvestment 
of equity in Central Public Sector 
Undertakings. 

 It deals with all matters relating to the sale of 
Union Government‘s equity through private 
placement or offer for sale or any other mode 
in the erstwhile Central PSUs. 

 The Central government has set a target of Rs. 
80,000 crore of disinvestment for this 
financial year. 

 The Department of Heavy Industry 
(DHI) which comes under the Ministry of 
Heavy industries and Public sector enterprises 
strives to bolster profit making PSEs as well as 
restructure and revive sick and loss making 
PSEs under its administrative control. 

2. b 

 Hayabusa2 – JAXA – Asteroid Ryugu 

 OSIRIS-Rex – NASA – Asteroid Bennu 

3. b 

 November 20 is celebrated as Universal 
Children‘s day. 
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 In 1954, the United Nations (UN) proclaimed 
November 20 as Universal Children‘s Day. 

4. b 

 Effects of El Nino 

 A strong El Nino is often associated with 
record and unusual rainfall in Peru, Chile and 
Ecuador. It also favours eastern Pacific 
hurricanes and tropical storms. 

 Drought caused by El Nino can be widespread, 
affecting southern Africa, India, Southeast 
Asia, Australia, and the Pacific Islands. 
Countries dependent on agriculture are 
affected. 

 Australia and Southeast Asia get hotter. El 
Nino effects in Australia over summer include 
higher risk of fires and a greater chance of heat 
waves. 

 El Nino reduces upwelling of cold water, 
decreasing the uplift of nutrients from the 
bottom of the ocean. This affects marine life 
and sea birds. The fishing industry is also 
affected. 

 A 2017 report by the World Health 
Organisation on the health consequences of El 
Nino forecasts a rise in vector-borne diseases, 
including those spread by mosquitoes, in 
Central and South America. 

 La Nina 

 La Nina is a climate pattern that describes the 
cooling of surface ocean waters along the 
tropical west coast of South America. 

 It is considered to have the opposite effect of 
El Nino. 

 It brings greater than normal rainfall in 
Southeast Asia and Australia, and causes drier-
than-normal conditions in South America and 
the Gulf Coast of the United States. 

 La Nina events sometimes follow El Nino 
events. 

 Recently, IMD has predicted a warmer 
winter as there is a possibility of a 
weak El Nino impacting the country 
this year. 

5. a 

 The Central Information Commission has been 
constituted under the Right to Information 

Act, 2005. Hence, it is not a Constitutional 
body. 

 The decision of the commission 
is binding under section 19 (7) of the Act. 

 The Commission consists of the Chief 
Information Commissioner (CIC) and 
Information Commissioners not exceeding 10. 

6. c 

Saudi Arabia is India‘s top exporter for crude oil. While 
imports from Iran have increased in recent years, it 
placed fifth for the last six years cumulatively. 

7. b 

 It is a CubeSat mission by the Indian private 
space company Exseed Space. 

 It is going to be launched by Spacex, a private 
aerospace company, from California satellite 
launch pad. 

 ExseedSAT is about to make history, as it will 
be the first Indian Private entity satellite to be 
launched by Spacex. 

 It will be launched on board SpaceX‘s Falcon 9 
rocket. 

8. a 

 Ganga Gram project is an integrated approach 
for holistic development of villages situated on 
the banks of the holy River Ganga with active 
participation of villagers. 

 It was launched by the Ministry of Drinking 
Water & Sanitation. 

 Components of Ganga Grams 

1. Making village ODF 

2. Proper management of village waste draining 
into river Ganga 

3. Proper disposal of solid waste 

4. Water conservation activities including rain 
water harvesting/ground water 
recharge/maintain of well and ponds, 
promotion of sprinkler irrigation 

5. Encourage plantation of medicinal plants and 
promotion of organic farming 

6. Construction of crematorium 

7. Promotion of tourism 
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8. Coordination between various Central and 
State Governments sponsored schemes and 
their implementation on priority in Ganga 
Grams. 

 Recently, Fourth Ganga Gram Swachhata 
Sammelan was held in Bithoor, Kanpur 

9. c 

 The 0.7 m GROWTH-India telescope at the Indian 
Astronomical Observatory located in Hanle, 
Ladakh, India has made its first science 
observation which is a follow-up study of a nova 
explosion. 

 Observations by the Atacama Large 
Millimeter/submillimeter Array (ALMA) located in 
Chile, finds that the most luminous galaxy 
(W2246-0526) is drawing nearly half the mass 
from its three neighbours. 

 NASA's Kepler space telescope that discovered 
thousands of planets outside our solar system and 
revealed that our galaxy contains more planets 
than stars, has received its final set of commands 
to disconnect communications with Earth. 

10. a 

 IIFCL is a wholly-owned Government of India 
company set up in 2006. 

 It has been registered as a NBFC-ND-IFC with 
RBI since September 2013. 

 It provides long term finance to viable 
infrastructure projects – Both Greenfield and 
Brownfield projects. 

 It provides refinance to banks and other 
eligible financial institutions for their loans to 
infrastructure projects. 

 Asian Development Bank (ADB) and 
Government of India has recently 
signed $300 million Loan Agreement to 
support lending by IIFCL. 

 

20-11-2018 

1) Consider the following sites 

1. Angkor Wat temple in Cambodia 

2. My son temple in Vietnam 

3. Bamiyan Buddhas in Afghanistan 

4. Vat Phou temple in Lao PDR 

5. Ananda temple in Myanmar 

In which of the above sites Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) has made conservation 
and restoration works? 

a. 2 and 5 only 

b. 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

c. 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

d. All of the above 

 

2) The Baba Kalyani Committee was recently 
seen in the news. It was constituted to 

a. Study the Special Economic Zones (SEZ) policy 
of India 

b. Suggest roadmap for the adoption of 5G 
services in India 

c. Study the legal issues related to Inter country 
removal & retention of children 

d. Review food labelling standards in India 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib 

1. It is the holy site for Sikhs located on the 
bank of the River Ravi, Pakistan. 

2. It was here that Guru Nanak assembled 
a Sikh community and lived for 18 years 
until his death in 1539. 

3. The shrine will be visible from the 
Indian side. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 2 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

4) The term AirSewa 2.0 was recently seen in 
the news. It is the 

a. Government of Kerala‘s initiative to use 
helicopters for Sabarimala 

b. Ministry of Civil Aviation‘s upgraded web 
portal and mobile app for flight passengers 
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c. Expansion of India's first HeliTaxi services to 
all other parts of India 

d. Government of India‘s upgraded web portal for 
foreigners who visits India on arrival Visa 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to SIMBEX 2018 

1. It is a bilateral naval exercise between 
India and Singapore 

2. SIMBEX-18 was held at Choa Chu Kang, 
Singapore 

3. This year‟s edition marks the golden 
jubilee of cooperation 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Malaria 

1. It is caused by Bacteria. 

2. It is transmitted through the bites of 
female Aedes aegypti mosquitoes. 

3. There is no vaccine for Malaria. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a. 2 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

7) The term "Igla-S" is recently seen in the 
news. It is the 

a. Israel‘s anti-submarine torpedo 

b. USA‘s state of the art Boeing aircraft 

c. China‘s India specific nuclear weapon 

d. Russia‘s man-portable air defence system 

 

8) “Global Education Monitoring (GEM) 
Report” is released by which of the following? 

a. UNESCO 

b. UNICEF 

c. UNDP 

d. WEF 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) 

1. It is the premier organization for the 
archaeological researches and 
protection of the cultural heritage of 
India. 

2. It functions under the Ministry of 
Culture. 

3. It also regulates Antiquities and Art 
Treasure Act, 1972. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

10) Consider the following 

1. GPS – USA 

2. GLONASS – Russia 

3. Galileo – European Union 

4. NavIC – India 

Which of the following is/are Global 
Navigational satellite systems? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Answers 

1. d 

 Archaeological Survey of India: The Soft Power 
of Conservation 
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 The ASI has undertaken several major 
conservation works across various countries of 
Asia. It includes 

1. The Ananda Temple in Myanmar 

2. The Bamiyan Buddhas in Afghanistan, 

3. The Angkor Wat in Cambodia, 

4. The Ta Prohm Temple in Cambodia, 

5. The Vat Phou Temple in Laos, and 

6. The My Son Temple in Vietnam 

 Recently, the Indian President visited the My 
Son temple complex in Vietnam. 

2. a 

 The Baba Kalyani led committee constituted by 
the Ministry of Commerce & Industry to study 
the existing SEZ policy of India submitted its 
report to the Union Minister for Commerce & 
Industry and Civil Aviation. 

 Recent committees 

 AJ Paulraj Committee – To suggest a road map 
for adoption of 5G 

 B Sesikeran Committee – To review food 
labelling standards in India (constituted by 
FSSAI) 

 Rajesh Bindal Committee – To study the legal 
issues related to inter country removal & 
retention of children (The Hague Convention 
on the Civil Aspects of International Child 
Abduction). 

3. d 

 The gurdwara in Kartarpur stands on the bank 
of the River Ravi, about 120 km northeast of 
Lahore, Pakistan. 

 It was here that Guru Nanak assembled a Sikh 
community and lived for 18 years until his 
death in 1539. 

 The shrine will be visible from the Indian side 
and the pilgrims pay homage to the holy site 
with the help of binoculars. 

 India plans to install a ―high-powered 
telescope‖ in Punjab‘s Gurdaspur for Sikh 
devotees to view Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib 
across the border in Pakistan. 

 The telescope would be installed by 
the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology. 

4. b 

 Airsewa 2.0 is the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation‟s upgraded online web portal 
and mobile app services. 

 It is to address issues faced by air passengers 
like flight delays, problem in refunds, long 
queues, inadequate facilities at airports and 
complaints of lost baggage. 

 India‘s first helicopter shuttle service 
(HeliTaxi) was launched in IT capital 
Bengaluru, Karnataka in a bid to provide last-
mile connectivity. 

5. a 

 Silver Jubilee Commemoration Ceremony to 
mark the 25th edition of SIMBEX, 
―Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise‖ 
was held in onboard INS Sahyadri at 
Visakhapatnam. 

 This year, the exercises are being conducted in 
four phases, two each in harbour at Port 
Blair and Visakhapatnam and two sea 
phases in the Bay of Bengal. 

 The Indian & Republic of Singapore Navy 
began participating in the bilateral exercises 
since 1994. 

6. d 

 Malaria is caused by Plasmodium 
parasites. 

 The parasites are spread to people through the 
bites of infected female Anopheles 
mosquitoes, called "malaria vectors." 

 Mosquirix – is an injectable vaccine that 
provides partial protection against malaria in 
young children. 

 The latest report of WHO: World 
Malaria Report 2018, reveals that the 
number of malaria cases in the world 
climbed to 219 million last year, two 
million higher than 2016, while 
international funding has declined. 

7. d 

 Igla-S is the Russian shoulder-fired, anti-
aircraft missile system. 
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 Recently, Russia has been declared the lowest 
bidder in the Army‘s multi-billion dollar deal 
for man portable air defence systems. 

8. a 

 Literacy levels in rural households of India dip 
with seasonal migration, the UNESCO 
global education monitoring report 
2019 has observed, bringing out the 
educational challenges thrown up by 
migration. 

 The UNESCO report says that 80% of seasonal 
migrant children in 7 cities lacked access to 
education, and 40% were likely to end up in 
work. 

9. d 

 The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), 
under the Ministry of Culture, is 
the premier organization for the 
archaeological researches and protection of the 
cultural heritage of the nation. 

 Its activities also involve Implementation and 
regulation of – The Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 
1958; The Antiquities and Art Treasures 
Act, 1972, etc. 

10. c 

 NavIC is the Indian Regional Navigation 
Satellite System (IRNSS) 

 Recently, China launches twin BeiDou 
navigation satellites (BDS) in to space. 

 China plans to provide navigation services with 
the BDS-3 to countries participating in the Belt 
and Road Initiative by the end of this year. 

 

21-11-2018 

1) The term “BASIC” was sometimes seen in the 
news recently. 

1. Brazil 

2. Argentina 

3. Srilanka 

4. India 

5. China 

Which of the countries given above are the 
members of the BASIC bloc? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1, 4 and 5 only 

c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

d) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

 

2) The term “NSEgoBID” is recently seen in the 
news. It is an 

a) Online Portal to report grievances in the 
Capital market 

b) Online bidding platform to auction 
government shares in Public Sector 
Enterprises (PSEs) 

c) Application software to encourage retail 
investment in Government Securities (G-Secs) 

d) National Security Exchange (NSEs) campaign 
to promote share marketing among the rural 
youths 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Natural gas 

1. It is an environment friendly and safer 
fuel. 

2. Natural Gas (as CNG) is cheaper than 
Petrol and Diesel. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) 2018‟s Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, 
Disarmament and Development was given to 
which of the following organisations? 

a) Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) 

b) Council of Scientific & Industrial Research 
(CSIR) 

c) The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) 

d) Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
(ICAR) 
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5) Consider the following statements 

1. President is the only authority to 
pardon a death sentence in India. 

2. Governor can pardon, reprieve, respite, 
remit or commute the sentence of any 
person convicted of any offence against 
a central law. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to International Tourism Mart 

1. It is being organised only in the North 
Eastern States on rotation basis. 

2. It is being organised by the Ministry of 
Tourism. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Consider the following statements 

1. In the First Past the Post (FPTP) system, 
the winning candidate gets the majority 
(50%+1) votes. 

2. In the Proportional Representation 
(PR) system of elections, the winning 
candidate may not get the majority of 
votes. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Centre for Science and Environment 
(CSE) 

1. It was established by the Government of 
India in 1942 as an autonomous body. 

2. It comes under the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
change. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) 

1. It is a regional economic forum 
established to leverage the growing 
interdependence of the Asia-Pacific. 

2. China and India is not the member of 
APEC. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Consider the following pairs 

1. Kudankulam        –       Telangana 

2. Tarapur               –       Maharashtra 

3. Narora                 –       Uttar Pradesh 

Which of the pairs given above is/are 
incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Answers 

1. b 

 BASIC countries are bloc (geopolitical alliance) 
of four large newly industrialized countries –
 Brazil, South Africa, India and China. 

 The four committed to act jointly at the 
Copenhagen climate summit, including a 
possible united walk-out if their common 
minimum position was not met by the 
developed nations. 

 Recent meeting of Environment Ministers and 
top climate change negotiators from the 
BASIC countries declared that they – as a 
group – would continue to push for developed 
countries on their earlier commitment to 
providing $100 billion annually from 2020. 

 So far only a fraction of these monies have 
actually been provided. 

2. c 

 The National Stock Exchange (NSE) has 
launched an app and web-based platform, 
‗NSE goBID‘, for retail investors to buy 
government securities. 

 It would allow investors to invest in treasury 
bills (T-Bills) of 91 days, 182 days and 364 days 
and various government bonds from one year 
to almost 40 years. 

 The retail investors would be able to make 
payment directly from their bank accounts 
using Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and 
Internet banking. 

3. c 

 Natural gas is a superior fuel as compared with 
coal and other liquid fuels being 
an environment friendly and safer fuel. 

 Natural Gas (as CNG) is cheaper by 
60% as compared with petrol and 45 % 
w.r.t. Diesel. 

 Share of Natural Gas in India‘s energy basket 
is 6.2% as against 23.4% globally. 

 India made a commitment in COP21 Paris 
Convention in December 2015 that by 2030, it 
would reduce carbon emission by 33% of 2005 
levels. 

 Natural gas, as domestic kitchen fuel, as fuel 
for transport sector as well as a fuel for 

industries and commercial units, can play a 
significant role in reducing carbon emission. 

4. a 

 Centre for Science and Environment 
(CSE) has won this year's Indira Gandhi Prize 
for Peace, Disarmament and Development. 

 It is an award conferred by Indira Gandhi 
Trust each year on the late Prime Minister's 
birth anniversary. 

5. b 

 The governor can pardon, reprieve, respite, 
remit, suspend or commute the punishment or 
sentence of any person convicted of any 
offence against a state law. 

 The pardoning power of the governor differs 
from that of the President in following two 
respects: 

 The President can pardon sentences inflicted 
by court martial (military courts) while the 
governor cannot. 

 The President can pardon death 
sentence while governor cannot. Even if 
a state law prescribes death sentence, the 
power to grant pardon lies with the President 
and not the governor. However, the governor 
can suspend, remit or commute a death 
sentence. 

 Recently, the governor of Tamil Nadu has 
granted remission to three convicts who set 
afire a bus burning three girl students alive. 

 Three convicts were initially sentenced to 
death, but the punishment was commuted to 
life in prison by the Supreme Court 2 years 
ago. 

6. c 

 The Ministry of Tourism, Government of 
India, in association with the Department of 
Tourism, Government of Tripura and the 
North Eastern States is organizing the 
―International Tourism Mart‖ in Agartala, 
Tripura. 

 This is the 7th edition of the International 
Tourism Mart, an annual event organised in 
the North Eastern region with the objective of 
highlighting the tourism potential of the region 
in the domestic and international markets. 
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 It is organised in the North Eastern States 
on rotation basis. 

 The earlier editions of this mart have been held 
in Guwahati, Tawang, Shillong, Gangtok and 
Imphal. 

7.  d 

 Comparison of FPTP and PR system of 
election 

FPTP PR 

The country is divided into 
small geographical units 
called constituencies or 

district. 

Large geographical areas are 
demarcated as constituencies. 
The entire country may be a 

single constituency 

Every constituency elects  
one representative 

More than one representative 
may be elected from one 

constituency 

Voter votes for a candidate Voter votes for the party 

A party may get more seats 
than votes in the 

legislature 

Every party gets seats in the 
legislature in proportion to the 
percentage of votes that it gets 

Candidate who wins 
the election may not 
get majority (50%+1) 

votes. 

Candidate who wins the 
elections gets majority 

votes. 

e.g U.K., India e.g Israel, Netherlands 

8. d 

 Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) is 
an environmental NGO. 

 It is a public interest research and advocacy 
organisation based in New Delhi. 

9. a 

 The 21-member APEC, established in 1989, 
has nearly half of the world trade among the 
members and India has been lobbying for 
its membership for the last two 
decades. 

 India has been an observer at the forum since 
2011. 

 Asia-Pacific leaders failed to agree on a 
communique at a APEC summit in Papua 

New Guinea for the first time in their history 
as deep divisions between the US 
and China over trade and investment 
stymied cooperation. 

10. a 

 Kudankulam Nuclear power plant is located in 
Tamilnadu. 

 

22-11-2018 

1) Consider the following statements 

1. It is famous for its flamingos and 
blackbuck. 

2. It has been listed under the Ramsar 
wetland sites in India. 

3. It comprises of dry ever green forests, 
mangrove forests and wetlands. 

4. It is located on the coramandel coast of 
India. 

Identify the wildlife sanctuary that correctly 
matches with the above characteristics 

a) Deepor Beel Wildlife sanctuary 

b) Point Calimere Wildlife sanctuary 

c) Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary 

d) Vedanthangal Wildlife Sanctuary 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to North Sentinel Island 

1. It is located in the Nicobar Islands. 

2. It is inhabited by the Sentinelese tribes. 

3. A foreigner visiting this island does not 
require a Restricted Area Permit (RAP). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to the “Virtual Climate Summit” held 
recently 
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1. It was held in Katowice, Poland. 

2. It is the first global political meeting 
held online. 

3. It is organized as a part of the Talanoa 
Dialogue. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 2 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to INTERPOL 

1. It is the world‟s largest International 
Police Organization. 

2. It works under the administrative 
control of the United Nations (UN). 

3. The chief of the INTERPOL is always 
from a European Country. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Cloud Seeding 

1. It is an artificial way to induce moisture 
in the clouds so as to cause rainfall. 

2. The most common agents used in this 
process are Silver iodide, Dry ice and 
Common table salt. 

3. Recently, the Ministry of Environment 
has approved a cloud seeding project in 
Telangana to deal with the heavy 
droughts prevailed in the region. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Vajra Prahar 2018 

1. It is a joint military exercise between 
India and the USA. 

2. It was held in Bikaner, Rajasthan. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Border Roads Organisation (BRO) 

1. It can develop and maintain road 
networks in friendly neighbouring 
countries. 

2. It functions under the administrative 
control of Ministry of Defence (MoD). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Mergers and Acquisitions (M&A) in 
India 

1. Companies require approval under the 
Companies Act for any M&A. 

2. National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
is the only authority to approve or reject 
M&A in India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 
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c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Commission for Scheduled 
Castes (NCSC) 

1. It is a Constitutional Body. 

2. The Chairperson and the members of 
NCSC‟s are appointed by the President 
by warrant under his hand and seal. 

3. The President places the annual report 
of NCSC before the Parliament. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Model Code of Conduct (MCC) 

1. It is a set of guidelines issued by the 
Election Commission of India (ECI). 

2. In states, where assemblies are 
dissolved prematurely, the MCC will 
come into force immediately, even 
before the date of assembly polls were 
announced. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 The Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary is 
located in Tamilnadu on the coramandel 
coast. 

 It is one among the Ramsar wetland 
sites located in India. 

 Dry ever green forests, mangrove 
forests and wetlands the natural habitats 
and the cape includes the sanctuary area. 

 The forests of Point Calimere, remains the last 
of the dry evergreen forests that were once 
typical of the eco region of the East Deccan dry 
evergreen forests. 

 Flamingos, Indian blackbuck, spoon-
billed sandpiper can be found in large numbers 
in this area. 

 Painted stork, little stint, Sea gull and Brown-
headed gull are normally found in the 
sanctuary. 

 The Recent cyclone Gaja had caused immense 
damage to the Point Calimere wildlife and 
bird sanctuary. 

2. d 

 North Sentinel Island is one of the Andaman 
Islands, which includes South Sentinel 
Island, in the Bay of Bengal. 

 The North Sentinel Island is home to 
Sentinelese Tribe which remains one of the 
four surviving tribes of the Andaman Islands 
and one of the last remaining ones with no 
contact with the outside world. 

 The Sentinelese people are recognised as the 
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) 
of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

 Under the Foreigners (Restricted Areas) 
Order, 1963, the following areas have been 
declared as `Restricted‘ Areas :- 

 Andaman & Nicobar Islands - Entire Union 
Territory 

 Sikkim - Part of the State 

 In August 2018, the government of India 
removed the Restricted Area Permit (RAP) 
from 29 islands in Andaman Islands. 

 North Sentinel Island is one of these islands. 
The RAP was removed with the objective of 
promoting tourism. The order will remain in 
force till December 2022. 

 This means that foreigners are no longer 
required to seek permission to visit any of 
these islands. 

 Recently, an American tourist was allegedly 
killed by the primitive Sentinelese tribe. 
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3. c 

 The Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF) 
organises the CVF Virtual Summit, 2018. 

 This zero emissions summit will take 
place entirely online. 

 The Climate Vulnerable Forum‘s Virtual 
Summit is being hosted by the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands in the Pacific. 

 It is the first global political meeting 
held online. 

 The 2018 CVF Summit is organized as part of 
the Talanoa Dialogue, which serves as an 
agreed mechanism for the promotion of 
enhanced national action by all nations party 
to the Paris Agreement by 2020. 

 The virtual summit's main aim is to encourage 
the international community to keep global 
warming to 1.5 C above pre-industrial levels. 

4. a 

 INTERPOL is the world‟s largest 
International Police Organization. 

 Its role is to enable police around the world to 
work together to make the world a safer place. 

 Recently, International police organisation 
(INTERPOL) elected Kim Jong yang of South 
Korea as president, beating a Russian whose 
candidacy had raised concerns in Europe and 
the United States about the risk of Kremlin 
interference. 

5. b 

 Cloud seeding or weather modification is 
an artificial way to induce moisture in 
the clouds so as to cause a rainfall. 

 In this process, either silver iodide or dry 
ice is dumped onto the clouds by using an 
aircraft or an artillery gun which leads to a rain 
shower. 

 After some research, hygroscopic materials 
like table salt are being increasingly used. 

 Recently, the Ministry of Environment have 
approved a project led by scientists at the 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur to 
induce artificial rain via cloud seeding to 
clear smog in Delhi. 

6. c 

India, US Joint Special Forces Exercise 2018 named 
Vajra Prahar commenced at Mahajan Field Firing 
Range (MFFR), Bikaner in Rajasthan. 

7.  c 

8. a 

 Companies need approval under the 
Companies Act for any merger or 
acquisition. Currently, the NCLT does it. 

 An approval from the NCLT under the 
Companies Act is one of the several 
regulatory clearances required for any 
merger or acquisition. Some of the other 
approvals required are from the Competition 
Commission for India, the home ministry 
(when foreign companies are involved), and 
the respective regulators for sectoral mergers. 

 Recently, the government is considering 
taking away the power of the NCLT to 
approve or reject M&A and give the 
responsibility to the regional directors of the 
Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA). 

9. d 

 The National Commission for Scheduled 
Castes (SCs) is a Constitutional body in the 
sense that it is directly established by Article 
338 of the Constitution. 

 It consists of a chairperson, a vice-chairperson 
and three other members. 

 They are appointed by the President by 
warrant under his hand and seal. 

 Their conditions of service and tenure of office 
are also determined by the President. 

 The President places all reports 
submitted by NCSC before the 
Parliament, along with a memorandum 
explaining the action taken on the 
recommendations made by the Commission. 

10. c 

 The poll panel had recently decided that in 
states where assemblies are dissolved 
prematurely, the model code will come 
into force immediately. 

 Telangana was the first state where the model 
code of conduct had come into effect before the 
assembly polls were announced. 
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 The Election Commission will examine 
whether the model code of conduct can be 
imposed in Jammu and Kashmir where the 
assembly is dissolved prematurely. 

 

23-11-2018 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to “SHe-Box” portal 

1. It offers facility to report complaints of 
Sexual Harassment at Workplace to 
both government and private 
employees. 

2. Those who have already filed a written 
complaint with the concerned Internal 
Complaint Committee (ICC) are not 
eligible to file their complaint through 
this portal. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Asia Environmental Enforcement 
Awards 2018 

1. It recognizes the excellence in 
enforcement by government officials 
and institutions combating trans-
boundary environmental crimes around 
the world. 

2. United Nation Environment Programme 
(UNEP) alone is awarding this 
prestigious award. 

3. It has been awarded to Wild life Crime 
Control Bureau (WCCB) of India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) None of the above 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Capital Conservation Buffer (CCB) 

1. It is a capital buffer build up by the 
Central Bank that can be drawn from 
when banks are in stress. 

2. It has been introduced under the 
International Basel III norms. 

3. There will be a penalty, if a country fails 
to implement CCB norms. 

 Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 2 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

4) The term „Bhudaar‟ and „Bhuseva‟ is 
sometimes seen in the news recently. It is 
a/an/the 

a) Government of India‘s initiative to provide 
Aadhar up-gradation services to elderly 
citizens 

b) Andhra Pradesh government‘s initiative to 
make land records accessible to people 

c) Telangana government‘s initiative to report 
adulteration in food products 

d) UIDAI‘s doorstep service for senior citizens 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 
(WCCB) 

1. It is a statutory body. 

2. It will have officials from forests, police 
and even customs. 

3. It works under the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEFCC). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 3 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) None of the above 
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6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Institutions Innovation council (IIC) 

1. It will systematically foster the culture 
of Innovation in all Higher Education 
Institutions (HEIs) across the country. 

2. It was launched by the Ministry of 
Human Resource and Development. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Atmosphere & Climate Research-
Modelling Observing Systems & Services 
(ACROSS) Scheme 

1. The objective of the scheme is to provide 
a reliable weather and climate forecast 
for betterment of society. 

2. It will be implemented by the Ministry 
of Science and Technology. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Foundation for Communal 
Harmony (NFCH) 

1. It promotes communal harmony and 
national integration either 
independently or through the state 
governments. 

2. It is an autonomous organisation 
attached with the Ministry of Home 
affairs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Battle of Aberdeen 

1. It has been fought between the 
Sentinelese tribe and the British forces. 

2. It helps in establishing the British 
Empire firmly in the remote islands of 
the Andaman. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Consider the following pairs 

1. Blue Revolution – Fisheries 

2. Silver Revolution – Meat 

3. Grey Revolution – Petroleum 

4. Yellow Revolution – Oil seeds 

5. Golden Revolution – Coal 

Which of the pair(s) given above is/are 
matched incorrectly? 

a) 2 only 

b) 1 and 4 only 

c) 2, 3 and 5 only 

d) None of the above 

 

Answers 

1. a 

 SHe-Box, which was launched by WCD 
Ministry last year, offers the facility of making 
online complaints of sexual harassment at 
workplace to all women employees in the 
country including government and 
private employees. 
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 Those who have already filed a written 
complaint with the concerned Internal 
Complaint Committee (ICC) or Local 
Complaint Committee (LCC) constituted under 
the Sexual Harassment Act are also eligible 
to file their complaint through this 
portal. 

 Recently, the MWCD has linked SHe-Box, to 
all the Central Ministries, Departments and 
653 districts across 33 States/Union 
Territories. 

 With the linking of the portal to central and 
state governments, once a complaint is 
submitted to the portal, it will be directly sent 
to the section of the employer concerned. 

 Through this portal, WCD as well as the 
complainant can monitor the progress of the 
inquiry. 

 This is a proactive step taken by the WCD 
Ministry in the wake of the worldwide 
campaign #MeToo, where women have 
related their experience of facing sexual 
harassment and abuse at workplace. 

2. b 

 The Asia Environmental Enforcement Awards 
publicly recognize and celebrate excellence in 
enforcement by government officials and 
institutions/teams combating trans-boundary 
environmental crime in Asia. 

 The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 
(WCCB) has been selected among the winners 
of the Asia Environment Enforcement Awards 
for its work in combating trans-boundary 
environmental crimes. 

 This is the second time in a row that the 
awards are being given by UN Environment to 
India. 

 The 2018 Awards will be given by UNEP in 
partnership with UN Development 
Programme (UNDP), UN Office on 
Drugs and Crime, INTERPOL (UNODC), 
USAID, Freeland Foundation. 

3. a 

 CCB is a relatively new concept, introduced 
under the international Basel III norms. 

 It says that during good times, banks must 
build up a capital buffer that can be drawn 

from when there is stress. Not the Central 
Bank. 

 In simple terms, this is savings for the winter 
as this capital can be drawn when a bank is 
incurring losses. 

 In India, the minimum capital requirement is 
9 per cent. The CCB would be 2.5 percentage 
points over and above the minimum capital 
requirement. 

 There will no penalty for a country, if it fails 
to implement CCB norms in its entirety. Basel 
norms are a standard set of rules, and it is left 
to the individual country to implement the 
norms at a pace that is suitable to it. 

 Recently, a major decision was taken at the 
Reserve Bank of India board meeting to push 
back the deadline for banks to set aside an 
additional 0.625 per cent as capital 
conservation buffer, required under the Basel 
III norms, by a year to enable them to lend 
more. 

4. b 

 Andhra Pradesh government has recently 
launched ―Bhudhaar‖ and ―Bhuseva‖ initiative. 

 It aimed at enabling easy identification 
of details of the land parcel. 

 Under this, each land parcel will be given a 
Bhudhaar number, an 11-digit unique figure. 

 It would put an end to irregularities in land 
registration and corruption in revenue 
department. 

5. c 

 WCCB is a statutory multi-
disciplinary body established by the 
government under the Environment Ministry 
to combat organized wildlife crime in the 
country. 

 The Bureau was constituted by amendment to 
the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. 

 It has been envisaged as a multi - disciplinary 
statutory body that will have officials 
from forests, police, customs and other 
similar agencies. 

6. c 

 Ministry of Human Resource and 
Development has recently launched 
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Institution‘s Innovation Council (IIC) 
programme. 

 Under the programme, innovation cell at 
AICTE is going to be established at AICTE. 

 It will systematically foster the culture of 
Innovation in all Higher Education 
Institutions (HEIs) across the country. 

7. a 

 ACROSS is an umbrella scheme, under 
which nine sub-schemes are there and is 
implemented in an integrated manner. 

 It will be implemented by the Ministry of 
Earth Sciences through its institutes namely 
IMD, IITM, NCMRWF and INCOIS. 

 The objective of the ACROSS scheme is to 
provide a reliable weather and climate 
forecast for betterment of society. 

 The  scheme  will   provide  improved  
weather,   climate  and   ocean   forecast  and 
services, thereby ensuring transfer of 
commensurate benefits to the various services 
like Public weather service, disaster 
management, Agro-meteorological Services, 
Aviation services, etc. 

 Recently, the Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs has approved continuation of the nine 
sub-schemes of the umbrella scheme ACROSS 
during 2017-2020. 

8. c 

 NFCH is an autonomous organisation 
under Union Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA). 

 It principally provides assistance for the 
rehabilitation of child victims of different 
kinds of societal violence, promotes 
communal harmony and national 
integration either independently or 
through state governments or NGOs, 
etc. 

 Recently, the NFCH is observing the 
Communal Harmony Campaign and Fund 
Raising Week from 19th to 25th November 
2018 and the Flag Day was also celebrated on 
22nd November 2018. 

9. b 

 The Battle of Aberdeen has been fought 
between the Andamanese tribe and the 
British forces in 1859. 

 The tribals fought with knives, axes, bows and 
arrows against a larger and well-armed enemy. 

 While the British suffered hardly any losses, a 
large number of the Andamanese were 
annihilated in a single day. 

 It quelled organised resistance from the 
Andamanese forever, and established the 
colonial Empire firmly in these remote 
islands. 

10. c 

 Blue Revolution – Fisheries 

 Silver Revolution – Eggs 

 Grey Revolution – Fertilizers 

 Yellow Revolution – Oil seeds 

 Golden Revolution – Fruits 

 

24-11-2018 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Chandrayaan-2 

1. It is a totally indigenous mission. 

2. It comprises of an Orbiter, Lander and 
also a Rover. 

3. The mission is planned to be launched 
by a Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(PSLV). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

2) “Data City Programme” is sometimes seen in 
the news recently. It is a/an/the 

a) Block Chain based project to collate and 
organise information about a City 

b) NCERT‘s mission to train both government 
and private school faculties online 
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c) Microsoft‘s programme to provide safety 
training to school going girl students 

d) Project to solve issues of a city using solutions 
created by Start-ups 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Gibraltar 

1. It is a British Overseas territory. 

2. It shares borders with both Spain and 
Portugal. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Consider the following statements 

1. Use of Cannabis for medical purpose is 
legal in India. 

2. The recreational use of cannabis such 
as Bhang is prohibited in India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) Consider the following modes of 
transmission 

1. Mother to fetus during pregnancy 

2. Person to person contact 

3. Sexual contact 

4. Transfusion of blood and blood 
products 

5. Coughing and sneezing 

6. Organ transplantation 

In which of the mode(s) given above Zika virus 
can transmit? 

a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 3, 4 and 6 only 

d) All of the above 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Marine debris 

1. It is a solid or liquid material discarded, 
disposed of, or abandoned in the marine 
and coastal environment. 

2. Indonesia is the world‟s biggest 
contributor of marine debris. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to G-20 

1. India is one of the members of G-20 
grouping. 

2. The headquarters of G-20 grouping is 
located in Geneva, Switzerland. 

3. The 2018 G-20 leaders summit is 
planned to be held in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Goat Plague disease 

1. It is a viral disease that affects goats and 
sheep in many parts of India. 

2. It is endemic to India. 
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3. There is no vaccine existed for this 
disease. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

9) Consider the following pairs 

1. Bandipur National Park – Karnataka 

2. Mouling NP – Assam 

3. Nameri NP – Arunachal Pradesh 

4. Mollem NP – Kerala 

Which of the pair(s) given above is/are 
matched incorrectly? 

a) 1 only 

b) 4 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 

10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Quadricycles 

1. It is a vehicle of the size of a four 
wheeler but with three tyres. 

2. Quadricycles are allowed only for Non-
transport purpose in India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 GSLV-F10/Chandrayaan-2 Mission 

 Chandrayaan-2, India's second mission to the 
Moon is a totally indigenous mission 

comprising of an Orbiter, Lander and 
Rover. 

 It is being developed by the ISRO. 

 The mission is planned to be launched to the 
Moon by a Geosynchronous Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV). 

2. d 

 The Karnataka government has launched 
an initiative called “Data City” in 
partnership with France based utility company 
Suez and a start-up accelerator NUMA. 

 It aims at solving burning issues of the 
city using innovative 
solutions developed by start-ups from a 
pool of applications. 

 It is a seven month long programme where the 
corporates, startups, government agencies and 
citizens will work closely to find solutions to 
city‘s growing issues like mobility, water, waste 
management, energy, buildings, transparency 
and security. 

 It is the first Data City programme 
launched in Asia. 

3. a 

 Gibraltar is a British Overseas 
Territory, located near the southernmost tip 
of Spain. 

 It has a border with Spain. 

 Spain has long claimed sovereignty over the 
territory, which adjoins the Spanish 
mainland but has been a British territory 
since 1713. 

 Gibraltar is due to leave the EU along with the 
UK at the end of March next year, despite 96 
percent of its population voting to 
remain in the 2016 referendum on 
leaving the EU. 

 Spain's Prime Minister says his country will 
vote against the divorce agreement between 
the European Union and the United Kingdom 
if Gibraltar's future isn't considered a 
bilateral issue between Madrid and London. 

 Spain wants the future of Gibraltar, to be a 
bilateral issue between Madrid and London. 

4. d 
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 The recreational use of cannabis is 
prohibited under the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985. 

 The bar does not apply to an edible 
preparation called bhang, which is 
allowed in some States. 

 Medical marijuana may soon become 
legal in the country with Indian scientists 
making an earnest effort for the first time to 
find potential use for the active ingredients 
present in the cannabis plant in the 
management of diseases such as cancers, 
epilepsy and sickle cell anaemia. 

 Recently, the government had granted license 
to Indian Institute of Integrated Medicine 
(IIIM), Jammu for the cultivation of cannabis 
for medical research and drug development. 

 In June, 2018, the US Food and Drug 
Administration approved the first-ever 
cannabis-based drug for the treatment of 
seizures associated with two rare and severe 
forms of epilepsy. 

5. c 

 Zika virus is primarily transmitted by the bite 
of an infected mosquito from the Aedes genus, 
mainly Aedes aegypti. 

 This is the same mosquito that 
transmits dengue, chikungunya and 
yellow fever. 

 Zika virus is also transmitted from mother to 
fetus during pregnancy, through sexual 
contact, transfusion of blood and blood 
products, and organ transplantation. 

 Zika is not an airborne disease and cannot be 
spread by coughing, sneezing or by 
casual person-to-person contact. 

6. d 

 Marine debris is usually defined as any 
persistent, manufactured or processed solid 
material discarded, disposed of, or 
abandoned in the marine and coastal 
environment. 

 These may include cigarette butts, plastic food 
wrappers, plastic and glass beverage bottles, 
etc. 

 Indonesia is the world‘s second biggest 
contributor to marine debris after China. 

 5 Asian Countries responsible for more than 
half of the eight million tonnes of plastic waste 
dumped into the world‘s oceans. 

 The report by Ocean Conservancy blames 
China, Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam 
and Thailand. 

 Recently, a sperm whale has been found dead 
in Indonesia with more than a hundred 
plastic cups and a dozen plastic bags in its 
stomach. 

7. b 

 Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, 
the European Union, France, Germany, India, 
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, South Korea, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom and the United States are the 
members of the G-20 grouping. 

 The G20 has neither headquarters nor 
permanent staff. All organizational and 
logistical arrangements for meetings are 
handled by the country which is currently 
presiding over the group. 

 The G20 leaders meet will be held in 2018 in 
the city of Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

 It will be the 13th meeting of Group of Twenty 
(G20) and the first G20 summit to be 
hosted in South America. 

8. a 

 Goat plague, or Peste des petits ruminants 
(PPR), is a highly contagious viral 
disease that afflicts goats and sheep in 
many parts of India. 

 Apart from India, goat plague is prevalent 
in many African countries, West Asia, 
China and Mongolia. 

 It was a big problem in India till recently. But 
it has been now able to control it to a large 
extent using conventional live 
vaccines developed by the Tamil Nadu 
Veterinary and Animal Sciences University 
(TANUVAS) as well as the Indian Veterinary 
Research Institute (IVRI) under the Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). 

 Recently, researchers from the UK and India, 
including a team from the TANUVAS, have 
jointly developed a ‗smart‘ vaccine. 
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 DIVA, as the smart vaccine has been named 
has the potential to help eradicate goat 
plague disease. 

9. d 

 Bandipur National Park - Karnataka 

 Mouling NP – Arunachal Pradesh 

 Nameri NP – Assam 

 Mollem NP – Goa 

10. d 

 A Quadricycle is a vehicle of the size of a 3-
wheeler but with 4 tyres and fully covered 
like a car. 

 It has an engine like that of a 3-wheeler. This 
makes it a cheap and safe mode of transport 
for last mile connectivity. 

 Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 
has notified the insertion of the item 
‗Quadricycle‘ as a ‗non transport‟ 
vehicleunder the Motor Vehicles Act 1988. 

 The ―Non-transport‖ purpose refers to 
the personal use of Quadricycle by the 
people. 

 Quadricycles were only allowed for 
transport usage under the Act, but now 
has been made usable for non transport 
also. 

 

26-11-2018 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Global Compact for Migration 

1. It comes under the auspices of the 
United Nations (UN). 

2. U.S.A and Austria are the only countries 
that reject this pact. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Hemis Monastery 

1. It is located in the Spiti valley, Himachal 
Pradesh. 

2. It belongs to Drukpa sect of Mahayana 
Buddhism. 

3. Hemis festival is being celebrated in this 
monastery annually. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Amur falcon 

1. Amur falcons are endemic to India. 

2. It has been protected under the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 197 

3. It is an endangered species under the 
IUCN Red list. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) None of the above 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Scheduled Tribes 

1. Primitiveness and geographical 
isolation are the two among the criteria 
to classify a community as a Scheduled 
tribe. 

2. Jharkhand has the highest number of 
Scheduled Tribe communities in India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Leprosy 

1. It is caused by bacteria or fungi. 

2. It mainly affects the skin and the 
peripheral nerves. 

3. It is completely curable with multidrug 
therapy (MDT). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Parliamentary Privileges 

1. It is the sum of certain rights enjoyed by 
each house collectively and by the 
members of each house individually. 

2. It does not extend to President of India 
but does extend to Attorney General of 
India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Constitution Day 

1. It was celebrated every year since 1949, 
to mark the adoption of Indian 
Constitution by the Constituent 
Assembly. 

2. The Indian government has released a 
Braille Constitution to commemorate 
this year‟s Constitution Day. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Global Sustainable Cities 2025 
iniative 

1. It aims to create 25 model cities across 
the world that will be fully compliant 
with the sustainable development goals 
by 2025. 

2. United Nation had selected Noida and 
Greater Noida from India to participate 
in this initiative. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Anthropological Survey of India 
(AnSI) 

1. It is the only research organisation to 
pursue anthropological research in a 
Governmental setup. 

2. It works under the Ministry of Tribal 
affairs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Guru Nanak Dev 

1. He is the 9th of 10 gurus of Sikhism. 

2. He resisted the forced conversions of 
Kashmiri Pandits and Non-Muslims to 
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Islam and was publicly beheaded for 
that.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. a 

 The Global compact for migration will be the 
first, inter-governmentally negotiated 
agreement, prepared under the auspices of 
the United Nations, to cover all dimensions 
of international migration in a holistic and 
comprehensive manner. 

 The U.S, Hungary, the Czech Republic, 
Australia, Poland and most recently 
Austria decided to refuse the pact. 

 Recently, Slovakia also joins with the above 
countries in rejecting this pact. 

2. c 

 Hemis monastery is situated in Ladakh, 
Jammu & Kashmir. 

 It belongs to the Drukpa sect of 
Mahayana Buddhism. 

 It was built in the 11th century, and was re-
established by King Sengge Namgyal (1590–
1620) in the 17th century. 

 The Hemis festival is being celebrated in this 
monastery annually on the birth 
anniversary of Guru Padmasambhav. 

3. a 

 The Amur falcon (Falco amurensis) is a 
fascinating migratory raptor of the falcon 
family. 

 It breeds in south-eastern Russia and 
Northern China before migrating in large 
flocks across India and over the Arabian Sea to 
winter in Southern Africa. 

 The falcon is protected under the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972. 

 It has been listed under the ―Least 
concern” Category in IUCN Red list. 

 The State of Nagaland has hosted 
the first Amur Falcon Conservation week 
from November 8 to 10. 

4. a 

 The Constitution is silent about the criteria for 
specification of a community as a Scheduled 
Tribe. 

 The National commission for Scheduled Tribes 
explains – 

 Primitiveness, geographical isolation, 
shyness and social, educational & 
economic backwardness due to these 
reasons are the traits that distinguish 
Scheduled Tribe communities of our country 
from other communities. 

 There are 75 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal 
Groups (PVTGs) notified in the country. 

 The criteria followed for determination of 
PVTGs are as under: 

1. A pre-agriculture level of technology 

2. A stagnant or declining population 

3. Extremely low literacy 

4. A subsistence level of economy 

 Odisha has a unique place on the tribal map 
of India for having the maximum number of 
Scheduled Tribe communities. 

 The State is home to 62 different tribal 
communities, including 13 particularly 
vulnerable tribal groups. 

 Recently, Odisha government has come out 
with lexicons for 21 tribal languages. 

 It is a significant step to keep, vanishing tribal 
languages to circulation. 

5. c 

 Leprosy, also known as Hansen‟s disease, is 
a bacterial disease caused by 
Mycobacterium leprae, an acid-fast, rod-
shaped bacillus. 

 The disease mainly affects the skin, the 
peripheral nerves, mucosa of the upper 
respiratory tract, and the eyes. 
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 Modern medicine, especially multi-drug 
therapy (MDT), completely cures the 
disease now. 

6. c 

 Parliamentary privileges are special rights, 
immunities and exemptions enjoyed by the 
two Houses of Parliament, their committees 
and their members. 

 It is the sum of certain rights enjoyed 
by each house collectively and by the 
members of each house individually. 

 They are necessary in order to secure the 
independence and effectiveness of their 
actions. 

 Without these privileges, the Houses can 
neither maintain their authority, dignity and 
honour nor can protect their members from 
any obstruction in the discharge of their 
parliamentary responsibilities. 

 The Constitution has also extended the 
parliamentary privileges to those persons who 
are entitled to speak and take part in the 
proceedings of a House of Parliament or any of 
its committees. 

 These include the Attorney general of 
India and Union ministers. 

 It must be clarified here that the parliamentary 
privileges do not extend to the 
president who is also an integral part of the 
Parliament. 

 Recently, a BJP MP sent a privilege notice to 
Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan against 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Finance chairman for allegedly tweeting 
details of the proceedings of the panel. 

7. d 

 The Union government had declared 
November 26 to be observed as Constitution 
Day on November 19, 2015. 

 This year as part of the celebration, the 
Buddhist Association for the blind and the 
Saavi Foundation and Swagat Thorat will 
collectively produce for the first time, the 
Constitution in Braille for the benefit of those 
who are visually challenged. Not the 
government. 

8. c 

Recently, the United Nations had officially invited 
Uttar Pradesh's Noida and Greater Noida to 
become a member of its initiative Global Sustainable 
Cities 2025, which aims to create 25 model cities 
across the world that will be fully compliant 
with the sustainable development goals by 
2025. 

9. a 

 Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI) is 
the only research organisation to pursue 
anthropological research in a 
Governmental setup. 

 It works under the Ministry of Culture. 

 The anthropologists are now trying to help 
A&N administration find a way to retrieve the 
body of American tourist who has been 
allegedly killed by the Sentinelese tribe. 

 Some of them are from the Anthropological 
Survey of India (AnSI). 

10. d 

 Guru Nanak Dev is the founder of Sikhism 
and the first of the Sikh Gurus, he lived 
during 1469 – 1539. 

 He was born in Nankana Sahib near Lahore in 
Modern day Pakistan and gave spiritual 
teachings based on the universal divinity of 
creation. 

 He was committed towards eradicating 
injustice and inequality from society and also 
believed in the power of education. 

 Guru Tegh Bahadur was the ninth of the 
Ten Gurus of Sikhism. 

 He was a poet, a thinker, and a warrior. Guru 
Tegh Bahadur emphasized the values of 
freedom of worship, oneness, love and 
fraternity. 

 He resisted the forced conversions of Kashmiri 
Pandits and Non-Muslims to Islam and was 
publicly beheaded in 1675 on the orders of 
Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb in Delhi for 
refusing himself to convert to Islam. 
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27-11-2018 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Integrated Health Information 
Platform (IHIP) 

1. It will provide real time data to policy 
makers and help them to take early 
actions. 

2. It comes under the Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme (IDSP). 

3. It was launched by the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information technology 
(MeitY). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) 

1. It was established through the Disaster 
management Act, 2005. 

2. It is headed by the Union Home 
minister. 

3. It comes under the Ministry of Home 
affairs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a) 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to “PAiSA” portal 

1. It is a centralized electronic platform 
for processing interest subvention on 
bank loans to beneficiaries under DAY-
NULM Scheme. 

2. It has been designed and developed by 
the Ministry of Finance. 

3. It was launched by the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) None of the above 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to “Hausla 2018” 

1. It is a National Festival for Children of 
Child Care Institutions. 

2. The theme for this year‟s event is Child 
Safety. 

3. It was being organised by the Ministry 
of Women and Child development. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

5) The Kerch Strait was sometimes seen in the 
news recently. It connects the 

a) Black Sea – Sea of Azov 

b) English channel – North Sea 

c) Black Sea – Sea of Marmara 

d) Sea of Marmara – Aegan Sea 

 

6) Consider the following statements 

1. It is located on the Indo-Nepal border. 

2. The vegetation is of the North Indian 
Moist Deciduous type. 

3. It will be patrolled by the Sashastra 
Seema Bal (SSB). 

Identify the tiger reserve that correctly 
matches with the above description 

a) Rajaji Tiger Reserve 
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b) Dudhwa Tiger Reserve 

c) Corbett Tiger Reserve 

d) Buxa Tiger Reserve 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to The Regional Integrated Multi-
Hazard Early Warning System (RIMES) 

1. It has evolved from the efforts of Asian 
and African countries in the aftermath 
of 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami. 

2. It was registered with the United 
Nations (UN). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

1. It is a permanent, intergovernmental 
Organization, created at the Baghdad 
Conference. 

2. Iran & Venezuela are the founder 
members of the OPEC. 

3. Its headquarters is located in Vienna, 
Austria. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) None of the above 

 

9) Consider the following 

1. Sea level rise 

2. Oxygenation in the Ocean 

3. Decline of corals and its dependents 

4. Rapid growth of phytoplankton 

Which of the options given above is/are the 
impacts of Ocean Warming? 

a) 3 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Enforcement Directorate 

1. It is a specialized financial investigation 
agency. 

2. Its headquarters is located in New 
Delhi. 

3. It comes under the Ministry of Finance. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 Recently, the Ministry of Health & Family 
welfare had launched the Integrated 
Disease Surveillance Programme 
(IDSP) segment of Integrated Health 
Information Platform (IHIP) in seven 
states. 

 The path-breaking initiative will 
provide near-real-time data to policy 
makers for detecting outbreaks, reducing the 
morbidity and mortality and lessening disease 
burden in the populations and better health 
systems. 

 The first one-of-its-kind initiative by the 
Government of India, IHIP uses the latest 
technologies and digital health initiatives. 

2. a 

 NDMA is an agency of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs whose primary purpose is to 
coordinate response to natural or man-made 
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disasters and for capacity-building in disaster 
resiliency and crisis response. 

 It was established through the Disaster 
Management Act enacted by the 
Government of India in 2005. 

 The Prime Minister is the ex-officio 
chairperson of NDMA. 

 Its 14th foundation day of NDMA is being 
celebrated on 28th November 2018. 

 The theme for this year‘s formation day is 
―Early Warning for Disasters‖. 

3. c 

 To connect directly with beneficiaries and 
ensure there is greater efficiency in the 
delivery of services, a centralised 
electronic platform for processing 
interest subvention on bank loans under 
the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana (DAY) - 
National Urban Livelihoods Mission (NULM) 
was launched recently by the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs. 

 The platform was named PAiSA (or) Portal 
for Affordable Credit and Interest Subvention 
Access. 

 The web platform has been designed and 
developed by Allahabad Bank which is the 
Nodal bank. 

4. d 

 ―Hausla 2018‖ is the National Festival for 
Children of Child Care Institutions 
(CCIs). 

 It is an inter-Child Care Institution festival 
organised by the Ministry of Women and 
Child Development. 

 The theme for this year‘s event is ―Child 
Safety‖. 

 The idea behind the entire event is to provide a 
national platform for the children from CCIs 
across India to showcase their talent, to make 
them realise the hidden talent they possess 
and to help take it forward in their life. 

 This event would instil confidence in them to 
achieve greater heights in life. 

5. a 

 Kerch Strait is a strait connecting the 
Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, separating 

the Kerch Peninsula of Crimea in the west 
from the Taman Peninsula of Russia's 
Krasnodar Krai in the east. 

 It is used by both Ukraine and Russia. 

 Recently, three Ukrainian naval ships were 
seized by Russia, as they attempted to pass 
through the narrow Kerch Strait into the Sea 
of Azov, which lies between Russia and 
Ukraine. 

 The incident risks pushing the two countries 
towards a wider conflict and is likely to renew 
Western calls for more sanctions on Moscow. 

6. b 

 Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) is going to patrol 
Dudhwa tiger reserve located in Uttar Pradesh 
along the Indo-Nepal border. 

 Dudhwa Tiger Reserve (DTR) and Sashastra 
Seema Bal have joined hands to provide 
security to Dudhwa forests and its rich wildlife. 

 The vegetation is of the North Indian Moist 
Deciduous type, containing some of the 
finest examples of Sal forests (Shorea robusta) 
in India, as well the most extensive tracts of 
moist grasslands that remain in this region. 

7. c 

 Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early 
Warning System for Africa and 
Asia (RIMES) is an international and 
intergovernmental institution, owned and 
managed by its Member States, for the 
generation and application of early warning 
information. 

 RIMES evolved from the efforts of countries in 
Africa and Asia, in the aftermath of the 
2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, to establish 
a regional early warning system within a multi-
hazard framework for the generation and 
communication of early warning information, 
and capacity building for preparedness and 
response to trans-boundary hazards. 

 It was registered with the United 
Nations (UN). 

 It operates from its regional early warning 
centre located at the campus of the Asian 
Institute of Technology in Pathumthani, 
Thailand. 
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 RIMES for Africa and Asia have termed ‗Titli‘, 
the severe cyclonic storm that devastated 
Odisha in October 2018 as ‗rarest cyclone‘. 

 Earlier, India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) had called formation of Titli as ‗rarest 
of rare‘ occurrence after this severe cyclone 
had changed its path after making landfall. 

8. c 

 The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) is a permanent, 
intergovernmental Organization, 
created at the Baghdad Conference on 
September 10–14, 1960, by Iran, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. 

 The five Founding Members were later joined 
by ten other Members. 

 OPEC had its headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland, in the first five years of its 
existence. 

 This was moved to Vienna, Austria, on 
September 1, 1965. 

9. b 

Impact of ocean warming 

 Warming of ocean water raises global sea 
level because of thermal expansion of 
water. 

 Ocean warming leads to deoxygenation – a 
reduction in the amount of oxygen dissolved in 
the ocean. 

 Warm waters jeopardise the health of 
corals, and in turn, the slew of marine life 
that depends upon them for shelter and food. 

 Studies have shown that warming oceans have 
led to a massive decline in the amount of plant 
life. 

 Rising ocean temperature is also linked 
to massive decline in the amount of 
marine algae or phytoplankton. 

 Phytoplanktons form the base of the entire 
ocean food chain. 

 Ocean warming is a serious risk to food 
security. People who depend on marine 
fisheries for livelihood will also be affected. 

10. d 

 

28-11-2018 

1) The term „HysIS‟ was recently seen in the 
news. It is a/an/the 

a) Lander designed by ISRO for Chandraayan-2 
mission 

b) India‘s first hyperspectral Imaging Satellite for 
advanced earth observation 

c) Lander attached with the NASA‘s InSight 
mission for Mars 

d) Hypersonic missile System in Sea tested by the 
People‘s Republic of China 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti 

1. Its main objective is to bolster 
cooperation with major powers to attain 
Transfer of Technology (ToT) required 
for India. 

2. Defence ministers of U.S.A and Russia 
participate in the event. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Sustainable Blue Economy 
Conference 2018 

1. It is being held in Nairobi, Kenya. 

2. The theme of the conference is “Blue 
Economy and the 2030 agenda for 
Sustainable Development”. 

3. It is being organized by Kenya, with 
India and Japan as co-hosts. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 
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4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti 
(GSDS) 

1. It is an autonomous body functioning 
under the Ministry of Culture. 

2. It is headed by the Prime Minister. 

3. It organises the South Asia Regional 
Youth Peace Conference in Partnership 
with UNESCO-MGIEP. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 3 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) None of the above 

 

5) “Hondurans” were sometimes seen in the 
news recently. They are 

a) The people of Gibraltar who protest against the 
Brexit 

b) A tribal group vanished recently by the 
Californian forest fires 

c) Citizens of a Central American Country trying 
to cross U.S-Mexico border 

d) A subgroup of an andamanese tribal group 
who are at the verge of extinction 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Baal Aadhaar card 

1. It will be pink in colour. 

2. It will be given only for children whose 
age is between 0 to 7 Years. 

3. It does not include a child's biometric 
information. 

4. No other biometric update is required 
after a child update his/her biometrics 
at the age of 5. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 3 and 4 only 

d) None of the above 

 

7) Consider the following statements 

1. Bangladesh citizens do not have 
permission to visit Sikkim, Ladakh and 
Arunachal Pradesh in India. 

2. Citizens of Afghanistan, China and 
Pakistan would require prior approval 
to visit to the States of Manipur, 
Mizoram and Nagaland. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following 

1. Purchasing government securities (G-
sec) 

2. Increasing the Cash Reserve Ratio 
(CRR) 

3. Reducing the Repo rate 

4. Increasing the Bank rate 

Which of the instruments given above will 
infuse liquidity in the market? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Common Services Centers (CSCs) 

1. They are the access points for delivery 
of various digital services to villages and 
rural areas across the country. 

2. It works under the Ministry of 
Electronics & Information Technology 
(MeitY). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 
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a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Consider the following statements 

1. Textile sector is the second largest 
employer after agriculture in India. 

2. The textile industry contributes to 7% of 
India‟s GDP. 

3. India is the second largest exporter of 
textiles in the world. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 2 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 HysIS is the country's first hyperspectral 
imaging satellite for advanced Earth 
observation. 

 A hyperspectral imaging camera in space can 
provide well-defined images that can help to 
identify objects on Earth far more clearly than 
regular optical or remote sensing cameras. 

 ―HysIS‖ will be ISRO's first full-scale 
working satellite with this capability. 

 The primary goal of HysIS is to study the 
Earth‘s surface in visible, near-infrared and 
shortwave infrared regions of the 
electromagnetic spectrum. 

2. d 

 Recently, the Ministry of Defence has 
formally launched the ―Mission Raksha Gyan 
Shakti‖. 

 As part of the ongoing initiatives to enhance 
self-reliance in defence, the Department 
of Defence Production has instituted a new 
framework titled ‗Mission Raksha GyanShakti‘ 

which aims to provide a boost to the IPR 
culture in indigenous defence industry. 

 The Directorate General of Quality 
Assurance (DGQA) has been entrusted with 
the responsibility of coordinating and 
implementing the programme. 

 The event brought out that the end objective of 
‗Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti‘ is to inculcate 
IP culture in Indian defence 
manufacturing ecosystem. 

 The main objective of the mission is to migrate 
from the culture of seeking Transfer of 
Technology (ToT) from foreign sources 
to generating Intellectual Property in 
India, to achieve the goal of self-reliance in 
Defence sector. 

3. b 

 Kenya is hosting a High-Level Conference on 
Sustainable Blue Economy Conference from 
November 26-28, 2018 in Nairobi. 

 The conference is being organized by Kenya, 
with Canada and Japan as co-hosts. 

 The theme of the conference is Blue 
Economy and the 2030 agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 

 Union Minister for Shipping, India had 
participated in this event. 

4. c 

 Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti (GSDS) 
was formed as an autonomous body, and is 
functioning under the constructive advice and 
financial support from the Ministry of 
Culture, Government of India. 

 The Prime Minister of India is its 
Chairperson and it has a nominated body of 
senior Gandhians and representatives of 
various government departments to guide it in 
its activities. 

 The basic aim and objective of the Samiti is to 
propagate the life, mission and thought of 
Mahatma Gandhi through various socio-
educational and cultural programmes. 

 It will be organising a 3 day ‗South Asia 
Regional Youth Peace Conference‟ in 
partnership with UNESCO-
MGIEP (Mahatma Gandhi Institute of 
Education for peace and Sustainable 
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Development) and Standing Together to 
Enable Peace from November 28-30, 2018. 

 The conference will be held at Gandhi 
Darshan, Rajghat, Delhi, India. 

 The conference is being organized to mark the 
beginning of celebration of 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

5. c 

 Hondurans are the citizens of a Central 
American country “Honduras‖. 

 Almost 3,000 Hondurans are now stuck on 
the Mexican side of the U.S. border in the city 
of Tijuana, waiting, hoping to have their 
refugee claims processed and be admitted into 
the United States. 

6. a 

 A child below 5 years of age gets a blue in 
coloured Aadhaar known as Baal Aadhaar. 

 For children below 5 years, no 
biometrics will be captured. 

 Their UID be processed on the basis of 
demographic information and facial 
photograph linked with the UID of their 
parents. 

 These children will need to update their 
biometrics of ten fingers, iris and facial 
photograph, when they turn 5 and 15. 

7. b 

 The Indian High Commission in Dhaka has 
introduced an application form to citizens of 
Bangladesh to enable them to visit Sikkim, 
Ladakh and Arunachal Pradesh. 

 These destinations were earlier out-of-
bounds for Bangladesh residents. 

 Citizens of Afghanistan, China and 
Pakistan and foreign nationals having their 
origin in these countries would require prior 
approval of the Ministry of Home Affairs 
before their visit to the States of Manipur, 
Mizoram and Nagaland. 

 Because, the entire area of the States of 
Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland has 
been excluded from the Protected Area 
regimenotified under the Foreigners 
(Protected Areas) Order 1958, initially for a 

period of one year (w.e.f 2011), which has been 
extended from time to time. 

8. a 

 OMOs are the market operations conducted by 
the RBI by way of sale purchase of G-Secs 
to/from the market, with an objective to adjust 
the rupee liquidity conditions in the market on 
a durable basis. 

 When the RBI feels there is excess liquidity in 
the market, it resorts to sale of securities, 
thereby sucking out rupee liquidity. 

 Similarly, when liquidity conditions are tight, 
the RBI may buy securities from the market, 
thereby releasing liquidity into the market. 

 In a bid to meet durable liquidity 
requirements of the financial markets, the 
Reserve Bank of India, said it will infuse 
liquidity by purchasing government securities 
(G-Secs) under Open Market Operations 
(OMOs) for an aggregate amount of Rs. 
40,000 crore in December 2018. 

 Increasing the CRR and Bank rate will 
curtail liquidity in the markets. 

9. c 

 Common Service Centres (CSC) scheme is one 
of the mission mode projects under 
the Digital India Programme.. 

 It works under the Ministry of Electronics 
& Information Technology (MeitY). 

 They are the access points for delivery of 
various digital services to villages and 
rural areas across the country and 
contribute towards fulfilling the Government‘s 
mandate of a digitally and financially inclusive 
society. 

10. c 

 The textile industry contributes to 7% of 
Industry output in value terms, 2% of India‟s 
GDP and to 15% of the country‘s export 
earnings in the year 2017-18. 

 Textile Industry is the second largest 
employer after agriculture accounts for 
21 per cent employment. 

 India today meets 14 per cent of world‘s textile 
production and is the second largest 
exporter with 5.2 per cent global share and 
25 per cent in cotton yarn export. 
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29-11-2018 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Emergency Response Support 
System (ERSS) Project 

1. Its main aim is to provide a single 
emergency response number across the 
country. 

2. Uttarakhand is the first state to launch 
the pan-Indian single emergency 
number „112‟ under the ERSS. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Global wage report is released by which of 
the following organisations? 

a) International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

b) World Economic Forum 

c) International Organisation for Employees 

d) International Centre for Trade Union Rights 

 

3) Consider the following pairs 

1. Donimalai mine – Chhattisgarh 

2. Majhgawan mine – Madhya Pradesh 

Which of the pair(s) given above is/are 
correctly matched? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Ethanol Blending Petrol (EBP) 
programme 

1. Only excess sugarcane production was 
allowed to be converted into ethanol for 
procurement under the EBP 
programme. 

2. Centre has set a target of 10% ethanol 
blending in Petrol by 2022. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to CRISPR 

1. It allows researchers to permanently 
modify genes in living cells and 
organisms. 

2. It can be used to correct mutations at 
precise locations in the human genome 
to treat genetic causes of diseases. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC) 

1. It is a not-for-profit company. 

2. It was setup by the Ministry of Finance. 

3. The Government of India holds 49% of 
the share capital of NSDC and the 
private sector holds the remaining 51%. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) None of the above 
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7) Emissions Gap report is released by which of 
the following organisations? 

a) World Economic Forum (WEF) 

b) United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) 

c) United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) 

d) Greenpeace International 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Humayun‟s Tomb 

1. It was the first garden-tomb in the 
Indian subcontinent. 

2. It is an UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

3. It does not have a charbagh garden, 
which differentiate itself from the rest 
of the Persian architecture. 

4. It inspired several major architectural 
innovations, culminating in the 
construction of the Taj Mahal. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

9) Consider the following countries 

1. Republic of Congo 

2. Gabon 

3. Sudan 

4. Tanzania 

Which of the countr(y)ies given above does not 
have opening in the Atlantic Ocean? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 3 and 4 only 

d) None of the above 

 

10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Chief Election commissioner (CEC) 

1. The CEC and the two other election 
commissioners have equal powers and 
receives equal salary. 

2. If, difference of opinion arises amongst 
the CEC and/or two other election 
commissioners, the matter is decided 
through a casting vote by the CEC. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. a 

 Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has 
accepted the recommendations of the Justice 
Verma Committee in the backdrop of 
unfortunate incident of Nirbhaya in 
December‘2012 and has approved a national 
project by name of ‗Emergency Response 
Support System (ERSS)‘, earlier referred as 
Nationwide Emergency Response System 
(NERS). 

 It aims to introduce a Pan-India Single 
Emergency Response Number „112‟ to 
address all kinds of distress calls such as 
police, fire and ambulance etc. 

 Himachal Pradesh is the first state to 
launch pan-India single emergency number 
‗112‘ under ERSS. 

2. a 

 India recorded the highest average real wage 
growth in South Asia during 2008—17, 
according to the Global wage report 
released by the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO). 

 Reflecting more rapid economic growth than 
in other regions, workers in Asia and the 
Pacific have enjoyed the highest real wage 
growth among all regions over the period 
2006—17, with countries such as China, India, 
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Thailand and Viet Nam leading the way, the 
Global Wage Report 2018/19 said. 

3. b 

 The lease for the Donimalai mine, 
Karnataka was extended in favour of State 
owned miner National Mineral Development 
Corporation (NMDC) for another 20 years 
from November 2, 2018. The Karnataka 
government imposed an 80 per cent premium 
on the overall sale price of iron ore from the 
Donimalai mine as a condition for 
extending the lease. This has created a 
dispute between Karnataka government and 
the NMDC. 

 An expert panel from MoEFCC has recently 
deferred environment clearance for diamond 
mining in Majhgawan Diamond Mine, 
Panna, Madhya Pradesh to the state-
owned miner National Mineral Development 
Corporation (NMDC), after it received a 
complaint highlighting the site‘s proximity to 
a tiger reserve as well as a wildlife corridor. 

4. b 

 The Centre has recently extended the 
ambit of the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) 
programme to extract the fuel from surplus 
quantities of maize, jawar, bajra and 
fruit/vegetable waste. 

 It will be applicable for procurement for the 
ethanol supply year 2018-19. 

 Till now, only excess sugarcane production 
was allowed to be converted into ethanol for 
procurement under the fuel blending 
programme. 

 An official statement said the decision will 
benefit farmers by enabling them to make 
additional money from surplus production and 
broaden the sources for producing ethanol for 
the EBP programme. 

 Globally, it has been recognised that using 
ethanol can reduce oil dependence and green 
house emissions. However, pure ethanol is not 
sold alone. It is mixed with fuel such as petrol 
in various concentrations, making it a 
transitional fuel. 

 Under the EBP programme, the Centre has 
asked the oil marketing companies (OMCs) to 
target 10 per cent blending of 
ethanol with petrol by 2022. 

5. c 

 CRISPR stands for Clustered Regularly 
Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats. 

 CRISPR - Cas9 is the most prominent genome 
editing technique . 

 It allows researchers to permanently 
modify genes in living cells and 
organisms. 

 This can be used to correct mutations at 
precise locations in the human genome 
to treat genetic causes of diseases. 

 Correcting the mutation in an embryo ensures 
that the child is born healthy and the defective 
gene is not passed on to future generations. 

 The gene editing tool has two components  - 

1. A single-guide RNA (sgRNA) that contains a 
sequence that can bind to DNA. 

2. The Cas9 enzyme which acts as a molecular 
scissor that can cleave DNA. 

 Recently, a scientist in China claims to have 
created the world's first genetically-edited 
babies using CRISPR technique. 

 The twin girls born with their DNA altered to 
prevent them from contracting HIV. 

6. c 

 National Skill Development Corporation 
(NSDC) is a not-for-profit public limited 
company incorporated on July 31, 2008 
under section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956 
(corresponding to section 8 of the Companies 
Act, 2013). 

 NSDC was set up by Ministry of 
Finance as Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
model. 

 It works under the aegis of the Ministry of Skill 
Development & Entrepreneurship. 

 The Government of India through Ministry 
of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship 
(MSDE) holds 49% of the share capital of 
NSDC, while the private sector has the 
balance 51% of the share capital. 

 Recently, A.M.Naik, the Group chairman of 
L&T was appointed as the Chairman of NSDC 
by the Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship. 
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7. c 

 Emissions Gap report is released by 
the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) annually. 

 In its recently released annual Emissions Gap 
Report, the UNEP has said that the promises 
made by 194 countries in Paris in 2015, called 
‗nationally determined contributions‘ or 
NDCs, are not enough to close the ‗emissions 
gap‘ – gap between what the world would end 
up being and where it would need to be in the 
year 2030, in terms of greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

8. c 

 The tomb of Humayun, second Mughal 
Emperor of India, was built by his widow, Biga 
Begum (Hajji Begum), in 1569-70, 14 years 
after his death. 

 It is an UNESCO World Heritage 
site (Manmade Tangible Heritage). 

 Humayun‘s tomb is of particular cultural 
significance as it was the first garden-
tomb on the Indian subcontinent. 

 It inspired several major architectural 
innovations, culminating in the 
construction of the Taj Mahal. 

 Humayun‟s garden-tomb is an example 
of the charbagh (a four quadrant garden 
with the four rivers of Quranic paradise 
represented), with pools joined by channels. 

 Recent shooting of a film at the tomb of Isa 
Khan inside the Humayun‘s Tomb complex led 
to public frenzy, and became a cause of worry 
for historians and conservation experts. 

9. c 

 Recently, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Republic of Gabon meets the Union Minister 
for Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, 
in New Delhi. 

 Commerce Minister has said that India 
attaches lot of importance to its relations with 
Gabon and it will give all assistance to Gabon 
in order to fulfil the objective of Gabon to 
become an emerging economy by 2025. 

10. a 

 The Election Commission shall consist of the 
chief election commissioner and such number 

of other election commissioners, if any, as the 
president may from time to time fix. 

 The appointment of the chief election 
commissioner and other election 
commissioners shall be made by the president. 

 The chief election commissioner and 
the two other election commissioners 
have equal powers and receive equal 
salary, allowances and other perquisites, 
which are similar to those of a judge of the 
Supreme Court. 

 In case of difference of opinion amongst the 
Chief election commissioner and/or two other 
election commissioners, the matter is decided 
by the Commission by majority. 

 They hold office for a term of six years or until 
they attain the age of 65 years, whichever is 
earlier. 

 They can resign at any time or can also be 
removed before the expiry of their term. 

 Recently, Sunil Arora has been appointed as 
the new Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) 
by president Ram Nath Kovind, replacing Om 
Prakash Rawat. 

 

30-11-2018 

 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Exercise KONKAN 2018 

1. It is a bilateral naval exercise between 
India and Australia. 

2. It was conducted, off the Goa Coast, 
India. 

3. The thrust of this year‟s exercise would 
be on Anti-Air warfare, Anti-Surface 
Warfare, Anti-Submarine Warfare. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 
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2) Inclusive Wealth Report (IWR) is released 
by which of the following organisations? 

a) World Economic Forum (WEF) 

b) United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) 

c) United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) 

d) International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Union Public Service commission 
(UPSC) 

1. The entire expenses of the chairman 
and the members of UPSC are charged 
on the Consolidated Fund of India. 

2. The Chairman of UPSC is not eligible for 
further employment in the Government 
of India or a state. 

3. The Chairman of UPSC is not eligible for 
Second term. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 2 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Saubhagya scheme 

1. Under the scheme free electricity 
connections will be provided to both 
rural and urban areas. 

2. Rural Electrification Corporation (REC) 
has been designated as nodal agency for 
the Saubhagya scheme. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Sharada Peeth 

1. It is an abandoned temple located in the 
Ladakh valley, Jammu and Kashmir. 

2. It is an important temple for Pakistani 
Hindus who does not have access to it. 

3. It was a major centre of learning at par 
with the ancient seats of learning at 
Nalanda and Taxila. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Aravalli Mountains 

1. Increase in the intensity of dust storms 

2. Drying up of several natural water 
bodies 

3. Greater unpredictability of climate 

4. Arrest the advance of the Thar Desert 
towards the fertile Indo-Gangetic plain. 

5. Cold winds from the north will cause 
snow fall and affects agriculture 

Which of the reaction(s) given above 
is/are not the impacts of degrading Aravalli 
Mountains? 

a) 4 only 

b) 4 and 5 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

d) 3, 4 and 5 only 

 

7) Kalamezhuthu is a ritual art form belongs to 
which of the following states? 

a) Tamilnadu 

b) Kerala 

c) Maharashtra 

d) Karnataka 
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8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Institutional Ranking 
Framework 

1. It is the first government-backed 
ranking of universities and institutes in 
higher education in India. 

2. The ranking is based on the data 
collected by the Ministry of Human 
Resource and Development. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Bureau of Police Research and 
Development (BPRD) 

1. The primary objective of BPRD is 
modernization of police force. 

2. Its headquarters is located in New 
Delhi. 

3. It functions under the aegis of Union 
Home Ministry. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

10) Consider the following pairs with respect to 
puppetry 

1. Gombeyatta – Andhra Pradesh 

2. Togalu Gombeyatta – Karnataka 

3. Kundhei – Orissa 

4. Bommalattam – Telangana 

5. Pavakoothu – Kerala 

Which of the pair(s) given above is/are 
correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

c) 2, 3 and 5 only 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 It is the annual bilateral maritime 
exercise between the Indian Navy and the 
Royal Navy of U.K. 

 KONKAN-2018 will be conducted from 28 Nov 
to 06 Dec 18 off Goa with units participating 
from both navies. 

 Exercise KONKAN, named after the Western 
coastal region of India, was institutionalised in 
2004. 

 Since then, the exercise hosted in rotation by 
both the Navies, has grown in complexity, 
scale and intensity. 

 The thrust of the exercise this year would be 
on Anti-Air warfare, Anti-Surface 
Warfare, Anti-Submarine Warfare, Visit 
Board Search and Seizure (VBSS) and 
Seamanship Evolutions. 

2. c 

 Inclusive Wealth Report (IWR) is a biennial 
effort led by the UN Environment and its 
partners. 

 It provides important insights into long-term 
economic growth and human well-being 
through the Inclusive Wealth index, a tool 
assessing a nation‘s ability to look after its 
wealth in a way that is sustainable and 
safeguards its future generations. 

 The biennial report finds The Republic of 
Korea, Singapore and Malta as the nations 
that have had the most economic growth. 

 The report also revealed that carbon damage 
is relatively larger in high-income countries. 

3. d 

 UPSC is an independent constitutional 
body in the sense that it has been directly 
created by the Constitution. 

 The chairman and members of the 
Commission hold office for a term of six years 
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or until they attain the age of 65 years, 
whichever is earlier. 

 The entire expenses including the salaries, 
allowances and pensions of the chairman and 
members of the UPSC are charged on the 
Consolidated Fund of India. Thus, they are not 
subject to vote of Parliament. 

 The chairman of UPSC (on ceasing to hold 
office) is not eligible for further 
employment in the Government of 
India or a state. 

 A member of UPSC (on ceasing to hold office) 
is eligible for appointment as the chairman of 
UPSC or a State Public Service Commission 
(SPSC), but not for any other employment in 
the Government of India or a state. 

 The chairman or a member of UPSC 
is (after having completed his first term) not 
eligible for reappointment to that 
office(i.e., not eligible for second term). 

 Recently, Arvind Saxena has been sworn in as 
the Chairman, Union Public Service 
Commission. 

4. c 

 Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana – 
‗Saubhagya‘ scheme was launched in 2017. 

 Under Saubhagya free electricity connections 
to all households (both APL and poor 
families) in rural areas and poor families 
in urban areas will be provided. 

 Rural Electrification Corporation 
(REC) has been designated as nodal 
agency for the Saubhagya scheme. 

 8 States have achieved 100% saturation in 
household electrification under Saubhagya 
namely Madhya Pradesh, Tripura, Bihar, 
J&K, Mizoram, Sikkim, Telangana and West 
Bengal. Thus total 15 States in the country 
now have 100 % household electrification. 

5. b 

 Sharada Peeth, an abandoned Hindu temple 
and the adjacent ruins of Sharada 
University located in the Sharda village 
along the Neelam River right across the Line 
of Control (LOC), Pakistan Occupied 
Kashmir (PoK). 

 Sharada is being described as kuldevi, the 
principal deity for Kashmiri Pandits. 

 It was a major centre of learning and is 
regarded as one of the 18 highly-revered Hindu 
temples across south Asia. 

 It was also a major centre of learning at 
par with the ancient seats of learning 
at Nalanda and Taxila. 

 During the reign of Kanishka I, Sharada was 
the largest academic institution in entire 
Central Asia. 

 This University had evolved its own script, 
known as Sharada. 

 At one point, there were five thousand resident 
scholars and it had the world‘s biggest library 
also. 

 Recently, Pakistan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has said that his government is hoped to 
promote religious tourism in the country, and 
could consider extending the initiative from 
the Kartarpur shrine to other shrines such as 
the Sharada Peeth in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir, Katasraj temple in Sindh as well as 
a recently discovered Buddha statue near 
Islamabad. 

6. b 

 For more than three billion years, Aravallis 
have moderated the velocity of winds that blow 
towards North India and resisted the 
advance of the Thar Desert towards the 
fertile Indo-Gangetic plain. 

 In the past two decades, several studies have 
pointed out that the denudation of the hills is 
leading to the drifting of desert sands towards 
the plains. 

 If it degrades, the Thar Desert will 
continue its eastward march and the 
National Capital Region (NCR) will face 
increased desertification. 

 Increased desertification of the NCR and its 
adjoining areas can lead to more 
environmental hazards. 

 These include more dust in the air, greater 
unpredictability of climate, meagre 
recharging of groundwater, and drying up of 
several natural water bodies. 

 Last year, a study by the Wildlife Institute of 
India pointed out that the shrinking green 
cover in the Aravallis is a major reason for 
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the increase in the intensity of dust 
storms in the Indo-Gangetic plains. 

 Residents of Gurgaon and environmentalists 
continue to protest against the construction of 
a 37-km road between NH48 and MG Road, 
which is expected to compromise 16 hectares 
of the Aravalli Biodiversity Park. 

7. b 

 Kalam (Kalamezhuthu) is unique form of art 
found in Kerala. 

 It refers to the pictorial representation of 
deities on the floor (kalam) using coloured 
powders (kolappodi) during ceremonies. 

 It is essentially a ritualistic art practiced in 
temples and sacred groves of Kerala where the 
representation of deities like Kali and Lord 
Ayyappa, are made on the floor. 

 Kalamezhuthu is practiced using natural 
pigments and powders, usually in five colours. 

 The drawing is done with bare hands without 
the use of tools. 

 The figures drawn usually have an expression 
of anger or other emotions. 

 The powders and pigments are all extracted 
from plants - rice powder for white, burnt husk 
for black, turmeric for yellow, a mixture of 
lime and turmeric for red and the leaves of 
certain trees for green. 

 When combined with the singing of specific 
songs (kalampaattu) and dance movements 
related to the puja (kalapradakshinam), it 
becomes a ritualistic performance known as 
‗kalamezhuthum paattum‘ or 
‗kalamezhuthupaattu‘. 

8. a 

 The National Institutional Ranking 
Framework (NIRF) was approved by the 
MHRD and launched by the Minister of 
Human Resource Development in 2015. 

 NIRF is the first government-backed 
ranking of universities and institutes in 
higher education, and is based on data 
disclosed by the participating 
institutions. 

 The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in 
Kharagpur has been issued a letter of caution 
by the National Institute Ranking Framework 

(NIRF) after the HRD Ministry received 
complaints alleging that the institute had 
fudged facts to improve its ranking this 
year. 

9. d 

 The Government of India formally established 
the Bureau of Police Research and 
Development (BPR&D), under the Ministry 
of Home Affairs giving a new orientation to 
then existing Police Research and Advisory 
Council (1966) with the primary objective 
of modernization of police force. 

 Its headquarters is located in New Delhi, 
India. 

 Recently, the BPRD organized the 
Anandswarup Gupta Memorial Lecture on 
―Inclusive Policing in the era of New Age 
Crimes‖ and 2nd National Conference of 
Heads of Investigating Agencies on ―Capacity 
Building of Police Investigators in the Era of 
New Age Crimes‖ in Newdelhi. 

10. c 

 Gombeyatta – Karnataka 

 Kundhei – Orissa 

 Bommalattam – Tamil Nadu 

 Togalu Gombeyatta – Karnataka 

 Tholu Bommalata – Andhra Pradesh 

 Pavakoothu – Kerala 

 

 


