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01-10-2018 

1. Consider the following environmental 
institutions and conventions, 

1. IUCN 

2. UNEP 

3. WWF 

4. CITES 

Which of the above institution/conventions are 
part of TRAFFIC, a wildlife traffic monitoring 
network? 

a.  1,2 and 3 

b.  2,3 and 4 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  2 and 4 only 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 
MiG-21 fighter aircrafts 

1. It is indigineously developed by DRDO. 

2. It is the first supersonic fighter aircraft 
of Indian Air Force 

3. It replaced Tejas fighter aircraft 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  3 only 

d.  1 and 3 only 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
"Nassib Border" which was recently in news 

1. It is a border between Syria and Jordan 

2. It is an important trade route between 
Turkey and the Gulf. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 
Picochlorum  

1. It is a species of autotrophic bacteria. 

2. It is known for its ability to survive 
harsh environments. 

Which of the above statements is/are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding 
fatty acid 

1. Omega-3 fatty acid is a polyunsaturated 
fatty acid. 

2. Unsaturated fatty acid lack double in its 
chemical structure. 

3. Saturated fatty acids are typically solid 
in the room temperature. 

Which of the above statements is/are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 & 2 only 

c.  1 & 3 only 

d.  All of the above 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding 
Sulawesi 

1. It is the second largest island in 
Indonesia after Java 

2. Strait of Makassar runs between Borneo 
and Sulawesi 

Which of the above statements is/are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Which of the following pollutants are 
emitted by Iron and Steel Industry? 

1. Mercury 
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2. Sulphides 

3. Fluorine 

4. Chlorides 

5. Cadmium 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below 

a.  1, 2 and 5 only 

b.  3 and 4 only 

c.  2 and 5 only 

d.  1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

8. Consider the following pairs 

        Features                                State 

1. Saramati peak            -       Nagaland 

2. Blue Mountain Peak   -       Mizoram 

3. Palak Lake                  -       Mizoram 

4. Siju Cave                    -       Meghalaya 

Which of the given above pairs are correctly 
matched? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  1, 2 and 3 only 

c.  1, 3 and 4 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

9. A Joint Public Service Commission for two 
or more states can be established by 

a.  An executive Resolution 

b.  An Act of parliament on the request of the 
concerned state legislatures. 

c.  President with the consent of concerned states. 

d.  UPSC 

 

10. Consider the following statements 
regarding the newly setup registry of 
sex offenders in India. 

1. It will be maintained by the National 
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB).  

2. It is not open for public 

Which of the above statements is/are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. c 

TRAFFIC is a strategic alliance of IUCN and World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). 

2.  b 

 MiG -21 is a product of Soviet Union and India 
inducted it through technology transfer. 

 Tejas is going to replace MiG-21 aircraft. 

3. c 

 

4. b 

Picochlorum is single-celled species of green algae 

5. c 

 Unsaturated fatty acid‘s chemical structure 
contain one or more double bonds. 

 Saturated fats have no double bonds in their 
chemical structure. 

6. b 

Borneo is the second largest Island. 

7. a 

8. d 

 Saramati is a peak rising above the 
surrounding peaks at the mountainous border 
of Nagaland state, India and the Sagaing 
Region, Burma. 
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 Phawngpui also known as Blue Mountain is 
the highest mountain peak in the Lushai Hills 
and in the state of Mizoram. 

 Palak Dil or Pala Tipo (Mara language for 
"swallowing lake") is the largest lake in 
southern Mizoram, northeast India. It is 
located in near Phura village in Saiha district, 
within the Mara Autonomous District Council. 
Its geographical location falls under the Indo-
Burma biodiversity hotspot, and is therefore 
rich in animal and plant species. 

 Siju Cave is located in Meghalaya near Naphak 
Lane and Simsang River game reserve. It is a 
limestone cave. The Cave is filled with water 
and is many kilometers long. It is considered 
as the third longest cave system in India. 

9. b 

10. c 

 

02-10-2018 

 1. Consider the following statements about 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 

1. It provides comprehensive risk coverage 
for agricultural crops from pre-sowing 
to post harvest losses due to non-
preventable natural risks  

2. It is extended to commercial and 
horticultural crops also 

3. The actuarial premium will be 
completely borne by the Centre 

Which of these statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 
H1N1 

1. Its presence is seen in both temperate 
and tropical countries  

2. It is transmitted by a subspecies of 
Aedes Ageypti mosquito 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Global Tiger Forum (GTF) 

1. The Global Tiger Forum (GTF) is 
an inter- governmental international 
body that works for tiger conservation 

2. The secreariat of this organisation is 
located in New Delhi 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 
Statutory Liquidity Ratio 

1. Treasury bills, dated securities issued 
under market borrowing programme 
and market stabilisation schemes (MSS) 
are part of the SLR. 

2. The rate of SLR comes down during the 
time of inflation 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

5. Which of the following reports is published 
by the International Monetary Fund? 

a.  World Development Report 

b.  World Economic Outlook 

c.  Global Competitiveness Report 

d.  Global Innovation Index 
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6. Consider the following statements 
about Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of 
India  

1. It is a statutory body 

2. A matter is taken up for resolution 
under the Code only after the approval 
of National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT)  

3. Decisions of the tribunal can be 
challenged before an appelete authority 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 

 

7. Consider the following statement(s) about 
Agriculture Census in India 

1. It is conducted at five-year intervals as 
part of the World Agriculture Census 
Programme.  

2. The recent census records that Uttar 
Pradesh is home to the largest number 
of people tilling land, followed by Bihar 
and Maharashtra  

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

8. Consider the following conditions with 
respect to Cash Management 

1. Minimum fleet size of 300 specifically 
fabricated cash vans (owned / leased) 

2. A cash handler and its sub-contractors 
should have a minimum net worth of Rs 
50 crore always 

Which of the given criteria should be met by a 
Cash Management Company? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9. Consider the following statements about 
Unnat Bharat Abhiyaan 

1. It aims to accelerate sustainable growth 
in rural and urban areas through the 
involvement of higher educational 
institutions in identifying and 
addressing developmental challenges 

2. It is an initiative of NITI Aayog 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Which of the following is/ are the stated 
objectives of Rashtriya Gokul Mission? 

1. To increase trade of livestock and 
livestock products by meeting out 
sanitary and phyto sanitary (SPS) issues 

2. To select breeding bulls of high genetic 
merit at a young age through 
application of genomics. 

3. Enhancing milk production and 
productivity of bovine population by 
increasing disease free high genetic 
merit female population 

Select the right answer using the given keys. 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 

 

Answers 

1. a 

 The scheme provides  comprehensive risk 
coverage from pre-sowing to post harvest 
losses due to non-preventable natural risks 
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 Premium for the crops are maximum 2% for 
Kharif crops, 1.5% for Rabi Crop and 5% for 
annual commercial/horticultural crops 

 The balance of actuarial (estimate of loss 
incurred) premium is shared by the Central 
and State Government on 50 : 50 basis. 

 It is implemented by Ministry of Agriculture 
and Farmers' Welfare 

2. a 

 H1N1 flu is caused by a influenza A virus 

 It is transmitted as easily as the normal 
seasonal flu and can be passed to other people 
by exposure to infected droplets expelled by 
coughing or sneezing that can be inhaled, or 
that can contaminate hands or surfaces. 

3. c 

 The Global Tiger Forum (GTF) is the only 
inter- governmental international body 
established with members from willing 
countries to embark on a global campaign to 
protect the Tiger. 

 The GTF was formed in 1993 on 
recommendations from an international 
symposium on Tiger Conservation at New 
Delhi, India. 

 The GTF has a General Assembly meeting 
every 3 years and Standing committee 
meetings at least once a year. 

 The Secretariat of GTF is headed by a 
Secretary General and is located in New Delhi, 
India. 

 GTF is focused on saving the remaining 5 sub-
species of Tigers distributed over 13 Tiger 
Range countries of the world. 

4. a 

Rate of SLR increases during inflation. This is to lower 
the ability of banks to give loans. 

The Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) is a prudential 
measure under which (as per the Banking Regulations 
Act 1949) all Scheduled Commercial Banks in India 
must maintain an amount in one of the following forms 
as a percentage of their total Demand and Time 
Liabilities (DTL) / Net DTL (NDTL); 

[i] Cash. 

[ii] Gold or 

[iii] Investments in un-encumbered Instruments that 
include; 

(a) Treasury-Bills of the Government of India. 

(b) Dated securities including those issued by the 
Government of India from time to time under the 
market borrowings programme and the Market 
Stabilization Scheme (MSS). 

(c) State Development Loans (SDLs) issued by State 
Governments under their market borrowings 
programme. 

(d) Other instruments as notified by the RBI. 

5. b 

 World Development Report is published by 
World Bank 

 Global Competitiveness Report is given by 
World Economic Forum 

 Global Innovation Index is given by Cornell 
University INSEAD and the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO) 

6. d 

7. c 

 The recent survey is that of 2015- 2016 

 Agriculture Census in India is conducted at 
five-year intervals to collect data on structural 
aspects of farm holdings.  

 As much as 86.21% of India's cultivated 
farmland is held by small and marginal 
farmers with less than two hectares of land, 
while those with 10 hectares and more account 
for just 0.57%  

 It also highlighted that more women are 
getting into farming in India  
  

8. a 

 The standards for engaging the Service 
Provider and its sub-contractors is given by 
RBI 

 A cash handler and its sub-contractors should 
have a minimum net worth of Rs 100 crore and 
a fleet of minimum 300 specifically fabricated 
cash vans (owned/leased)  

9. d 

The Mission of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is to enable 
higher educational institutions to work with the people 
of rural India in identifying development challenges 
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and evolving appropriate solutions for accelerating 
sustainable growth.  

It is a scheme of Ministry of Human Resource 
Development 

10. d 

 

03-10-2018 

1. The IBSAMAR-VI is a joint multi- national 
Naval Exercise between which of the following 
group of countries? 

a.  India, Brazil, Sri Lanka 

b.  India, Bangladesh, Singapore 

c.  India, Brazil, South Africa 

d.  India, Bangladesh, South Africa 

 

2. Which of the following sites in India has/ 
have the UNESCO Global Geopark tag? 

1. Lonar Lake, Maharashtra 

2. St. Mary‟s Island, Karnataka 

3. Chilka Lake, Odisha 

Select the right answer from below. 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  None of the above 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Serious Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO) 

1. It is a specialised agency for detecting 
and prosecuting or recommending for 
prosecution white collar crimes or 
frauds. 

2. It works directly under the Ministry of 
Home Affairs 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements with 
respect to Nitrogen 

1. Nitrogen Use Efficiency (NUE) refers to 
the ratio between the amount of 
fertilizer Nitrogen removed from the 
field by the crop and the amount of 
fertilizer Nitrogen applied 

2. NUE has a direct impact on input costs 
and environmental pollution 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. In the context of the recent deaths of Asiatic 
Lions that were reported in Gir Forest, Gujarat, 
consider the following statements 

1. It was caused by an extreme levels of 
poaching 

2. The Gir Forest is presently the only 
habitat where Panthera leo persica is 
found 

3. Asiatic Lions are critically endangered 

Select the right option from below. 

a.  2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
Polio 

1. It is a viral disease which mainly attacks 
the central nervous system. 

2. India achieved 'polio-free' status from 
the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
in 2014. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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7. Consider the following statements about T-14 
Armata 

1. It is a multipurpose future ready combat 
vehicles (FRCV) 

2. It replaced the aged T-72 main battle 
tanks procured from Russia 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8. Consider the following statements about 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) 

1. It was set up by the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
and United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) in 1988 

2. It cooperates with several international 
organisations to produces its own 
scientific literature 

3. The policy resolutions of IPCC are non-
binding in nature 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

9. Consider the following statements about 
Pangolin 

1. They are found only in two continents of 
the world, Asia and Africa 

2. They are illegally traded for their ivory 
and scales 

3. All species of Pangolins are Endangered 
according to IUCN 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are not true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  3 only 

d.  None of the above 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
National Security Guard (NSG) and Special 
Protection Group (SPG) 

1. Both NSG and SPG are forces which 
essentially deal with anti- terror 
activities in all its manifestations 

2. NSG works under Ministry of Home 
Affairs while SPG works under the 
Cabinet Secretariat 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 IBSAMAR is a joint naval exercise between the 
navies of Indian, Brazilian and South African 

 The sixth edition of this exercise will be held at 
Simons Town, South Africa from 1st to 13th 
October 2018 

2. d 

 Currently, there are no sites in India which 
posses the Tag 

 Lonar Lake in Maharashtra and St. Mary‘s 
Island and Malpe beach in coastal Karnataka 
have been nominated by Geographical Survey 
of India for the candidature for UNESCO 
Global Geopark Network status. 

 UNESCO Global Geoparks are single, unified 
geographical areas where sites and landscapes 
of international geological significance are 
managed with a holistic concept 
of protection, education and sustainable 
development 

3. a 

 It works under Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

 SFIO is a multi-disciplinary organization. It 
has experts in the field of accountancy, 
forensic auditing, law, information technology, 
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investigation, company law, capital market and 
taxation 

 Its objective is detecting and prosecuting or 
recommending for prosecution white-collar 
crimes/frauds. White-collar crime refers 
to financially motivated, nonviolent 
crime committed by business and 
government professionals 

4. c 

An increase in the NUE will help bring input costs and 
environmental pollution down 

5. a 

1. Deaths were caused by an extremely infectious 
virus called Canine Distemper Virus 
(CDV) 

2. It is an endangered species 

3. Canine distemper virus is extremely infective. 

4. In 1994, an outbreak of canine distemper virus 
which can spread from dogs in the wild, killed 
around 1,000 lions in Tanzania‘s Serengeti 
National Park. 

6. c 

 The polio virus causes paralysis, medically 
known as an acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) — 
which is characterised by sudden muscle 
weakness, and fever in one or more limbs. AFP 
can occur due to many reasons, one of which is 
vaccine-linked. 

 The virus is transmitted by person-to-person 
spread mainly through the faecal-oral route or, 
less frequently, by a common vehicle (for 
example, contaminated water or food). 

7. a 

1. The Indian Army is looking to(and not yet 
finalised to) procure 1,770 multipurpose future 
ready combat vehicles (FRCV) to replace the 
aging force of T-72 main battle tanks (MBTs). 

2. Russia‘s T-14 Armata FRCV is a key contender 
for the deal that is likely to have a price tag of 
over 4.5 billion dollars. 

8. c 

The IPCC works by assessing published literature. It 
does not conduct its own scientific research. 

9. c 

 Eight species of pangolins are found on two 
continents. They range from Vulnerable to 
Critically Endangered. 

 Only two species- Manis javanica (Malayan 
Pangolin) and Manis pentadactyla( Chinese 
Pangolin) are listed as Critically Endangered 

10. b 

National Security Guard is essentially an anti-
terrorism force. It works under Ministry of Home 
Affairs. 

The Special Protection Group (SPG) was raised in 1985 
with the intention to provide proximate security cover 
to the Prime Minister, former Prime Ministers and 
their immediate family members. SPG works under the 
Cabinet Secretariat. 

 

04-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Lagoons 

1. Lagoons act as barriers for port 
development 

2. Chilka Lake is more a lagoon than a lake 

Which of the given statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Consider the following statements 
about Soyuz spacecraft  

1. It is the International Space Station of 
Russia 

2. It lies in the low earth orbit 

3. It will be used for a training mission for 
Indian astronauts before the launch 
of Gaganyaan Space Mission 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 
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3. Consider the following statements about 
External Commercial Borrowings (ECB) 

1. ECBs are part of Long-term debt of 
government  

2. ECBs can be availed by corporate 
entities only through the 'Approval 
Route' 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 
Buyback 

1. Buybacks will decrease Earnings per 
share (EPS) 

2. Buybacks are more flexible compared to 
dividend payout 

3. A Company can use maximum of 25% of 
the aggregate of its free reserves and 
paid-up capital for buybacks. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 

 

5. Consider the following statements 
about Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) 

1. It gives an option to a company that is 
looking for exploring hydrocarbons to 
select the exploration blocks on its own  

2. Unlike New Exploration and Licensing 
Policy (NELP) which calls for cyclical 
bidding, OALP facilitates availability of 
oil and gas acreages throughout the 
year  

Which of the given statement(s) is/ 
are not true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
Lonar Lake 

1. It is the only known crater lake in the 
world 

2. It is located in Maharashtra, India 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Consider the following statements about 'Air 
Safety Oversight Score' 

1. It is given by International Civil Aviation 
Organisation as part of its Universal 
Safety Oversight Audit Programme 

2. ICAO is a specialised UN agency 

3. India ranked the highest among 
countries in the Asia- Pacific region 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 

 

8. Consider the following statements about INS 
Tarkash 

1. It belongs to Talwar Class of frigates 

2. It is indigenously built in India 

3. It is capable of launching the BrahMos 
missile 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  2 and 3 only 
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9. Consider the following statements with 
respect to Right to Equality 

1. 'Substantive equality' is a key idea which 
justifies the concept of treating 
„unequals‟ equally 

2. Indian Constitution recognises the 
concept of 'Substantive Equality' under 
Article 16 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Sperm Whale was in news recently. 
Consider the following statements about it. 

1. The species is confined to the polar seas  

2. It secretes a wax-like substance called 
Ambergis which is used for making 
perfumes 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. b 

Natural Ports can be developed on Lagoons. Coastal 
lagoons, which offer protection from harsh ocean 
waves, are often used as harbors. Example, Kochi port 
is located at the entrance of a lagoon  

2. a 

 Russia has offered Indian colleagues to 
conduct a short visit to the ISS. 

 The flight will take place in 2022 before or 
after India's independent manned space 
mission. 

 The agreement is expected to be signed in the 
near future, 

 Soyuz is an International Space Station and is 
a habitable artificial satellite in low Earth 
orbit. 

3. a 

 External Commercial Borrowing in India can 
be accessed via two routes viz. Automatic 
Route and Approval Route. 

 The Government of India permits ECBs as a 
source of finance for Indian Corporates for 
expansion of existing capacity as well as for 
fresh investment. 

 ECB means any kind of funding other than 
Equity. Investment in equity is treated as FDI. 

 Long Term Debt is defined as debt with an 
‗Original Maturity‘ of more than one year while 
Short Term Debt is defined as debt repayments 
on demand or with an ‗Original Maturity‘ of 
one year or less. 

4. b 

 A buyback is a mechanism through which a 
listed company buys back shares from the 
market. 

 A company can typically offer dividend only 
once in a year. It can also not change the 
dividend rate too much from one year to 
another, as doing so raises expectations among 
shareholders for subsequent years. On the 
other hand, a company can conduct a buyback 
whenever it likes. Hence, Buybacks are more 
flexible 

 When the number of shares outstanding goes 
down, the company's earnings get divided 
among a smaller number of stocks, resulting in 
improved earnings per share (EPS). 

5. d 

 Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) gives 
an option to a company looking for exploring 
hydrocarbons to select the exploration blocks 
on its own, without waiting for the formal bid 
round from the Government. 

 Under Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP), 
a bidder intending to explore hydrocarbons 
like oil and gas, coal bed methane, gas hydrate 
etc., may apply to the Government seeking 
exploration of any new block (not already 
covered by exploration). 

 What distinguishes OALP from New 
Exploration and Licensing Policy (NELP) of 
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1997 is that under OALP, oil and gas acreages 
will be available round the year instead of 
cyclic bidding rounds as in NELP. Potential 
investors need not have to wait for the bidding 
rounds to claim acreages. 

6. b 

 The Lonar crater is the only known impact 
crater in the world to have formed on 
basalt rock 

 Some examples of crater lakes those located in 

o  Mount Mazama, Oregon USA 

o  Albertine Rift, Africa  

o Mount Pinabuto–Luzon, 
Philippines  

o  Quilotoa Crater Lake, Ecuador  

 Lonar crater is unique because it‘s the world‘s 
only high-velocity meteor crater in hard basalt. 

 It is an impact crater or meteorite crater which 
is aa bowl-shaped depression with a raised rim 

 Lonar Lake in Maharashtra and St. Mary‘s 
Island and Malpe beach in coastal Karnataka 
are the GSI‘s candidates for UNESCO Global 
Geopark Network status. 

7. a 

 India's air safety oversight is lower than its 
Asia-Pacific counterparts such as Bangladesh, 
Maldives, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
North Korea.  

 The report prepared by the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation (ICAO) shows that the 
only countries that rank below India 
are Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste, 
Vanuatu and Samoa. 

8. c 

 It is built by the Yantar Shipyard, Kaliningrad, 
Russia.  

 INS Tarkash is armed with an advanced 
combat suite, comprising an optimal blend of 
Russian and Indian cutting edge technologies. 

 Her arsenal includes the ‗BRAHMOS‘ 
Supersonic Cruise Missiles, Surface-to-Air 
Missile (SAM) System, Medium Range Gun, 
Close-In Weapon System (CIWS), Torpedoes 
and Anti-Submarine Rockets. 

9. b 

 Substantive equality means achieving 
equitable outcomes as well as equal 
opportunity, and the need to sometimes treat 
people differently to achieve equal results. 

 It is achieved by addressing and preventing 
systemic discrimination by adjusting policies, 
procedures and practices to meet the specific 
needs of certain groups in the community 

 Substantive equality implies that there should 
be ‗real‘ equality and is often used to justify 
treating „unequals‟ unequally.  

 Under Article 16(4), the state can provide for 
reservation of appointments/posts for any 
backward class which in the opinion of the 
state is not adequately represented in a 
government service. 

10. b  Sperm whales are found in many open oceans, 
both in tropical and cool waters. Males range from 
equator to polar regions, while females and juveniles 
migrate north too although they usually spend more 
time in temperate regions.  

 

05-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements 
about Delhi Declaration on Renewable Energy 

1. All countries in the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (IORA) adopted this 
Declaration 

2. It is the outcome of the second IORA 
Renewable Energy Ministerial meet 
held in India  

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Consider the following statements 
about First Offshore Wind Project of India 
(FOWPI) 

1. It is is part of the “Clean Energy 
Cooperation with India (CECI) which is 
an initiative of the European Union 

2. It is partially funded by the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) 
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Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Chemical Weapons Convention 

1. It was adopted by UN Conference on 
Disarmament in 1992 

2. It is legally binding  

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 
Monetary Policy Committee 

1. It comprises of six members and is 
headed by the Union Finance Minister 

2. The Committee should meet for a 
minimum of four times in a year 

3. The Chiarman of the committee can 
exercise 'Casting Vote' in the event of 
equality of votes 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 

  

5. Consider the following statements about 
Government Security (G- Sec) 

1. These are short term debt instruments 
issued for a period of less than 1 year 
only 

2. They are issued at a discount and 
redeemed at the face value at maturity 

 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
Viability Gap Funding (VGF) in Ude Desh ka 
Aam Naagrik (UDAN) Scheme 

1. It is completely met by the funding of 
Union and State Governments. 

2. It is exempt from GST for an indefinite 
period 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are not true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

7. Consider the following statements about 
Marakkesh Treaty 

1. It aims to make it easy the production 
and international transfer of specially-
adapted books for people with visual 
impairments  

2. India has signed the treaty but not 
ratified it 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8. 'Indra' is a joint military exercise between 
India and? 

a.  Russia 

b.  Iran 

c.  Sri Lanka 

d.  Thailand 
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9. Consider the following statements about 
GSAT 7A 

1. It is an Advanced Communication 
Satellite developed by ISRO 

2. It will be a dedicated satellite for Indian 
Navy 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

10. Consider the following statements about 
MASCOT which was recently in news 

1. It is a probe sent to explore the asteroid 
Bennu 

2. It was launched by the Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency (JAXA) 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 The Delhi Declaration on Renewable Energy in 
the Indian Ocean Region calls for collaboration 
among IORA member states in meeting the 
growing demand for renewable energy in the 
Indian Ocean littorals, development of a 
common renewable energy agenda for the 
Indian Ocean region and promote regional 
capacity building. 

 It was adopted by all the 21 countries of IORA 

 Through this Declaration,member nations 
resolved to collaborate with the International 
Solar Alliance (ISA). and the International 
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) for 
developing sustainable technologies 

2. a 

 FOWPI project is part of the ―Clean Energy 
Cooperation with India (CECI) which is an 
initiative of the European Union 

 The project envisages the development of the 
first-ever offshore wind plant in the Gulf of 
Khambat region 

 This project is funded by the European Union. 

3. c 

4. b 

It is headed by the RBI Governor 

5. d 

 A Government Security (G-Sec) is a tradeable 
instrument issued by the Central Government 
or the State Governments. It acknowledges the 
Government‘s debt obligation. 

 It can be both short (less than a year) and long 
term (one year and more) 

 Treasury Bills not G-Secs are issued at a 
discount and redeemed at the face value at 
maturity.  

6. c 

 The Union Territories also contribute towards 
the VGF 

 The civil aviation ministry contributes 80 per 
cent of the VGF amount, while the remaining 
comes from the state governments concerned 
and in the case of north-eastern states and 
Union territories, the sharing ratio is 90:10.  

 In January 2018 the GST council decided to 
provide a three-year GST exemption for 
viability gap funding  

7. a 

 Marrakesh Treaty was adopted by United 
Nations - World Intellectual  Property 
Organisation (WIPO) 

 The Treaty was signed in Marrakesh on June 
27, 2013, and came into force on September 
30, 2016 

 India was among the earliest to ratify the 
Marrakesh treaty in June 2014 

8. a 

India and Russia will hold a joint military exercise 
from 18 to 28 November 2018 in Uttar Pradesh  

9. a 
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The GSAT-7A is dedicated to Indian Airforce. It is 
developed by ISRO at a cost of around Rs 700-800 
crore. It is expected to be launched in November 2018. 

10. b 

 MASCOT is a 10-kg box-shaped object loaded 
with sensors. 

 It has been built by the German Aerospace 
Center (DLR) and the French Space Agency 
(Cnes). 

 The Hayabusa 2 probe of JAXA launched the 
French-German Mobile Asteroid Surface 
Scout, or MASCOT, towards the surface of 
Ryugu asteroid 

 

06-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements regarding 
International Space Station (ISS), 

1. ISS is an international project shared by 
Europe, USA, Japan and Canada. 

2. ISS is not visible to the naked eye. 

Which is/are the correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  None of the above 

 

2. Match the vitamins with their scientific 
names 

   a. Vitamin D   1. Riboflavin 

   b. Vitamin C   2. Ascorbic acid 

   c. Vitamin B2  3. Cholecalciferol 

Choose the correct alternative 

a.  a-1,b-2,c-3 

b.  a-2,b-3,c-1 

c.  a-3,b-2,c-1 

d.  a-1,b-3,c-2 

 

3. Which of the following is matched correctly? 

1. Lake Vidostern- Sweden 

2. Lake Baikal- Ukraine 

3. Lake Titicaca –Bolivia 

Choose the correct alternative 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  All the above 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding 
Dark net 

1. Darknet comprises closed networks 
accessible to only select group of people. 

2. They are not indexed by popular search 
engines 

Which of the above statement(s) is /are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  None of the above 

 

5. River Musi flows through the city of____and 
is a tributary of____ 

a.  Hyderabad,Krishna 

b.  Chittoor,Godavari 

c.  Tirupathi,Kaveri 

d.  Bellary,Tungabhadara 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding 
Current Account Deficit (CAD) 

1. India‟s current account deficit for 2017-
18 has touched the highest since 2012-
13. 

2. High oil prices and depreciating rupee 
are adding to the CAD widening. 

Which of the above statement(s) is /are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  None of the above 
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7.Consider the following GI tagged products 
and their place 

1. Parmigiano Reggiano - Italy 

2. Lamphun Brocade Thai Silk - Thailand 

3. Boka Chaul - Assam 

Which of the above statement(s) is /are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  All of the above 

 

8.Union Government has declared 2018 as the 
National Year of 

a.  Pulses 

b.  Millets 

c.  Rubber 

d.  Palm 

 

9.Employee's State Insurance Corporation 
(ESIC) is under the Ministry of 

a.  Home Affairs 

b.  Finance 

c.  Labour and Employment 

d.  Health and Family Welfare 

 

10. Consider the following statement regarding 
Methanol 

1. NITI Aayog has been working on a 
roadmap to replace 20% of the crude oil 
import from methanol alone. 

2. Methanol is also called as wood alochol. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. a 

As ISS is a low earth object, it is often visible to the 
naked eye. 

2. c 

3. c 

Lake Baikal is in Russia. 

4. c 

5. a 

6. c 

7. d 

8. b 

9. c 

10. c 

 

08-10-2018 

1. With respect to National Annual Rural 
Sanitation Survey (NARSS) 2017-18, consider 
the following statements 

1. It is conducted by the Ministry of 
Drinking Water and Sanitation to 
review the progress of Swacch Bharat 
Abhiyaan 

2. The Survey is part of the World Bank 
Support Project 

Select the right answer using the codes from 
below. 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

2. Consider the following statements about 
Voyager- 2 

1. It recently made its entry into the 
Interstellar space 

2. It is the only mission till date to have 
visited the outer planets Uranus and 
Neptune 
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Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

3. Consider the following statements about 
Mount Kilimanjaro 

1. The Uhuru peak of this mountain is the 
highest point in Africa 

2. It is located in Tanzania 

3. The mountain is part of the East African 
Rift System 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 
Iron Age in India 

1. It is the period where the Indus Valley 
Civilization emerged in the 
Northwestern part of India 

2. People of this age used Painted Grey 
Ware pottery 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 
Community Reserves 

1. They are buffer areas which act as 
connectors between established 
national parks, wildlife sanctuaries and 
other reserved and protected forests 

2. They were introduced for the first time 
by Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act 
of 2002 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6. The Eastern Ghats are spread over which of 
the following states? 

1. Maharashtra 

2. Karnataka 

3. Odisha 

4. Kerala 

Select the right answer using the codes given 
below. 

a.  1,2, and 3 only 

b.  2, 3,and 4 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1 and 3 only 

 

7. Consider the following statements about 
Securities Transaction Tax (STT) 

1. It is a direct tax 

2. STT is collected for government of India 
by the stock exchanges 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are not correct?  

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8. The Director Identification Number (DIN 
no.) in India is issued by? 

a.  Ministry of Finance 

b.  Ministry of Coroprate Affairs 

c.  Ministry of Human Resource Management 

d.  Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry 

 



 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com        |      www.iasparliament.com 

9. Consider the following statements about S-
400 Triumf 

1. It is a Modern short- range Surface- to- 
Air missile system developed by Russia 

2. It can engage aerial targets such as 
aircraft, ballistic and cruise missiles, 
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Consider the following pairs 

                Ship                   -         Role 

1. INS Satpura      -   Fleet Tanker 

2. INS Kadmatt     -   Anti-Submarine      

      Warfare Corvette,  

     Missile Corvette 

3. INS Shakti  - Multi-purpose stealth 
frigate 

Which of the pair(s) is/ are correctly matched? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 only 

d.  All of the above 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 The survey is conducted by an Independent 
Verification Agency (IVA) 

 It is part of World Bank Support Project 

 It was conducted earlier this year. It  found 
that 93.4% of the households in rural India 
who have access to a toilet use it, confirming 
that behaviour change is happening on the 
ground. 

 It also re-confirmed the Open Defecation Free 
(ODF) status of 95.6% of villages which were 

previously declared and verified as ODF by 
various districts/states 

 It was conducted between mid-November 2017 
and mid-March 2018 

 The survey covered 92040 households in 6136 
villages across States and UTs in India. 

2. b 

 It is a mission of NASA 

 The mission has not yet entered the 
Interstellar space and it is believed to be fastly 
approaching it.  

 It will be second only to Voyager-1 if it reaches  
the Interstellar space. 

 The mission objective of the Voyager 
Interstellar Mission (VIM) is to extend the 
NASA exploration of the solar system beyond 
the neighborhood of the outer planets to the 
outer limits of the Sun's sphere of influence, 
and possibly beyond. 

3. d 

4. b 

 Iron Age emerged during the period of 
transition from the later Bronze Age (end of 
Harappan civilization) and the emergence of 
the Vedic Age 

 It is India's first culture to start systematic 
smelting of iron. The people made Painted 
Grey Ware pottery. 

 This is the period where people used iron for 
various purposes, important of them being 
agriculture 

 Recently, evidences which hint the presence of 
one such civilization was found in Vattakadu, 
Kerala 

5. c 

1. These protected area categories were first 
introduced in the Wildlife (Protection) 
Amendment Act of 2002 − the amendment to 
the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. 

2. It is declared by the concerned State 
Government 

3. Such areas are designated as conservation 
areas if they are uninhabited and completely 
owned by the Government of India but used 
for subsistence by communities and 
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community areas if part of the lands are 
privately owned. 

6. c 

7. d 

 Securities Transaction Tax (STT) is a type of 
financial transaction tax levied in India on 
transactions done on the domestic stock 
exchanges 

 The rates of STT are prescribed by the Central 
/ Union Government through its Budget from 
time to time. It is considered as a Direct Tax 

8. b 

 DIN Number or Director Identification 
Number is a unique 8 digit number that is 
required for any existing or proposed Director 
of a Company.  

 Director Identification Number (DIN) has 
been introduced in India by way of Companies 
Amendment Act, 2006. 

 It is alloted by the Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs 

9. b 

1. It is modern long-range surface-to-air 
missile (MLR SAM) system 

2. The missile system integrates a multifunction 
radar, autonomous detection and targeting 
systems, anti-aircraft missile systems, 
launchers, and command and control centre. 

3. It can provide a layered defence as it is capable 
of firing three types of missiles. 

10. c 

 INS Satpura is a Multi-purpose stealth frigate 
belonging to the Shivalik Class 

 INS Shakti is a Fleet Tanker belonging to the 
Deepak Class 

 

09-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) 

1. It is a centrally- sponsored scheme 

2. It is implemented in both rural and 
urban areas 

3. It is under the aegis of Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 
Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve (STR) 

1. It is located in the confluence of Eastern 
and Western Ghats 

2. It is home to Asian King Vulture which 
is a critically endangered species 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

3. Consider the following statements about 
National Centre for Microbial Resource 
(NCMR) which was in news recently 

1. It is the designated International 
Depository Authority under the 
Budapest Treaty 

2. All parties to the Treaty are obliged to 
recognize microorganisms deposited as 
a part of the patent procedure, 
irrespective of where the depository 
authority is located. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are not true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. With respect to System of Air Quality and 
Weather Forecasting And Research (SAFAR), 
consider the following statements 

1. It was developed by Ministry of Earth 
Sciences 
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2. It provides location specific near real- 
time air quality only for major 
metropolitan cities in India 

Select the right answer using the codes given 
below. 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 
Participatory notes (P-notes) 

1. They are Overseas Derivative 
Instruments that have Indian stocks as 
their underlying assets 

2. They allow foreign investors to buy 
stocks listed on Indian exchanges 
anonymously 

3. They are very effective in curbing money 
laundering 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

 1 and 2 only 

 1 only 

 2 and 3 only 

 1, 2 and 3 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
Make- II 

1. Since is an industry-funded scheme it 
offers easier clearance and faster 
scaling-up of production 

2. It allows suo motu submission of 
proposals 

3. It is a sub-scheme under the major 
Support for Prototype & Research Kick-
start (SPARK) scheme 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  3 only 

d.  2 and 3 only 

7. Consider the following statements about 
Central Information Commission (CIC) 

1. The commission has quasi-judicial 
powers 

2. The decisions of the Commission are not 
binding 

3. It can take suo-motu cognizance of 
compliants related to RTI petitions 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

8. Which of the following is/are often used as 
milk adulterant(s)? 

1. Caustic Soda 

2. Detergent 

3. Paint 

4. Urea 

5. Glucose 

Select the answer using the codes given below. 

a.  1, 2, 3, 4 only 

b.  2, 3,and 4 only 

c.  1, 4 and 5 only 

d.  1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

 

9. Consider the following about Spanish Flu 

1. It is a highly contagious bacterial 
infection 

2. It attacks the respiratory system of the 
infected person 

3. The risk is higher among people affected 
with diabetes and obesity 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 
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10. Consider the following statements about 
Protocol on Inland Water Transit and Trade 
(PIWTT) 

1. It is a recently concluded agreement 
between India and Bangladesh 

2. The National Waterway-1 (NW -1) will 
connect the North East states of India 
with the rest through Indo-Bangla 
protocol route. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. a 

 The National Social Assistance Programme 
(NSAP) is a welfare programme being 
administered by the Ministry of Rural 
Development 

 NSAP is a significant step towards the 
Directive Principles of State Policy 
especially Article 41 which directs the State to 
provide public assistance to its citizens in case 
of unemployment, old age, sickness etc. 

 It is a centrally- sponsered scheme launched 
in  15th August 1995 

2. c 

STR is the largest tiger reserve in the state of Tamil 
Nadu 

3. d 

 NCMR will function as a bio-repository for 
resistant microbes/infective agents (bacteria 
and fungi) and to carry out collection, storage, 
maintenance, preservation and 
characterization of these microbes across the 
country. 

 It will work towards the elimination of Anti 
microbial Resistance 

 NCMR is functioning as the International 
Depository Authority under the Budapest 
Treaty and is also designated as Repository by 

the Ministry of Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change under the Biodiversity Act, 
2002 

4. b 

 The SAFAR system is developed by Indian 
Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune, 
along with ESSO partner institutions namely 
India Meteorological Department (IMD) and 
National Centre for Medium Range Weather 
Forecasting (NCMRWF). 

 SAFAR was introduced as part of 
―Metropolitan Advisories for Cities for Sports, 
Tourism (Metropolitan Air Quality and 
Weather Services) Scheme of Ministry of Earth 
Sciences of Govt. of India 

5. a 

P-notes which are anonymous in nature are often 
viewed as a threat to curb money laundering with 
wealthy Indians, like the promoters of companies, 
using it to bring back unaccounted funds and to 
manipulate their stock prices. 

 6. b 

 Make II and SPARK are two different schemes 

 SPARK enables calling for proposals to address 
the technological needs of the ministry. 
Applicants showing promise to be able to 
produce functional prototypes or to productise 
existing technologies will be awarded up to 1.5 
crore. 

 Make-II procedure enables greater 
participation of industry in acquisition of 
defence equipment. 

 The industry can suggest projects, especially 
among those items which are currently being 
imported. Start-ups or individuals can also 
suggest proposals. 

 There will be no limit to the number of 
industry who may respond to the EoI for 
development of the prototype subject to 
meeting the minimum qualification criteria. 

7. c 

1. The Central Information Commission has been 
constituted with effect from 12-10-2005 under 
the Right to Information Act, 2005. 

2. The decisions of the Commission are final 
and binding. 
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3. Its powers relate to adjudication in second 
appeal for giving information; direction for 
record keeping, suo motu disclosures receiving 
and enquiring into a complaint on inability to 
file RTI etc;imposition of penalties and 
Monitoring and Reporting including 
preparation of an Annual Report 

4. The jurisdiction of the Commission extends 
over all Central Public Authorities. 

8. d 

9. b 

Flu or Influenza refers to a viral infection 

10. b 

 The two countries signed the Protocol on 
Inland Water Transit and Trade (PIWTT), 
which was signed in 1972 which was expanded 
later in 2018 

 The National Waterway one (NW -1) will 
connect the North East through Indo-Bangla 
protocol route. It will reduce the distance from 
about 1,700 km via Siliguri in north Bengal to 
about 500 km via Bangladesh 

 The route will also open up opportunity for 
Bangladesh trade through Haldia port and 
lessen congestion at Chittagong port in 
Bangladesh. 

 

10-10-2018 

1.The Alphonso mango which recently got the 
GI Tag belongs to which of the following states? 

a.  Andhra Pradesh 

b.  Karnataka 

c.  Maharashtra 

d.  Goa 

 

2. Consider the following statements with 
respect to Section 151A of the Representation of 
the People Act, 1951 

1. It mandates the Election Commission 
(EC) to fill the vacancies in the Houses 
of Parliament and State Legislatures 
through by-elections within six months 
from the date of occurrence of the 
vacancy 

2. The EC need not conduct the by-
elections if the reminder period of the 
member in that constituency is less than 
1 year. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Fiscal Monitor Report 

1. It is a flagship report of International 
Monetary Fund 

2. The report notes that the Global debt 
level nearly doubled in the previous 
decade. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Which of the following is/ are the 
objective(s) of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) 
scheme? 

1. Prevention of gender biased sex 
selective elimination 

2. Ensuring survival and protection of the 
girl child 

3. Ensuring education and participation of 
the girl child 

4. Increasing the employment rate among 
women 

Select the answer using the codes given below. 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2, 3, 4 only 

c.  1, 2, 3, 4 

d.  1, 2, 3 only 
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5. Consider the following statements about 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 

1. It is an inter-governmental body   

2. The FATF's decision making body, the 
FATF Plenary, meets three times per 
year. 

3. India is a founding member of this 
organisation 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

6. The 'Commitment to Reducing Inequality 
(CRI) Index' is given by? 

a.  Oxfam International 

b.  Transparency International 

c.  FATF 

d.  World Economic Forum 

 

7. Consider the following statements about the 
Special Report of Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) 

1. It is prepared as a follow-up to the UN 
Paris Agreement on Climate Change 

2. It notes that at current rate of 
emissions, the world is set to breach the 
global warming limit of 1.5 degrees 
Celsius between 2030 and 2052 

3. The report calls for active removal 
through afforestation, carbon capture 
and storage instead of merely focusing 
on reducing CO2 emissions 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

 

8. Consider the following statements about 
Special Courts 

1. They are set up as per the 
recommendations of the eleventh 
Finance Commission 

2. They can be set up through legislations 
of both Parliament and State Legislature 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

 a.  1 only 

 b.  2 only 

 c.  Both 1 and 2 

 d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9. Consider the following statements about 
Great Southern Reef which was recently seen 
in news 

1. It is in New Zealand 

2. It is a region characterised by extensive 
kelp seaweed forests 

3. Unlike corals, kelp are found to thrive 
well with increased water temperature 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  3 only 

 

10. Which of the following species of Otter(s) 
is/ are found in India? 

1. Eurasian Otter 

2. Smooth- Coated Otter 

3. Sea Otter 

4. Small- Clawed Otter 

Select the answer using the codes given below. 

a.  1, 2, 3 

b.  2, 3, 4 

c.  1, 2, 4 

d.  1, 2, 3, 4 
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Answers 

1. c 

 It is a product of Maharashtra (commonly 
found in Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg districts) 

 A GI is an indication used on products that 
have a specific geographical origin and possess 
qualities or a reputation based on it 

 Alphonso is in demand in domestic and 
international markets not only for its taste but 
also for its pleasant fragrance and vibrant 
colour. 

2. c 

3. a 

The report notes that Global debt levels reached a 
record $182 trillion in 2017, having grown 50 per 
cent in the previous decade 

4. d 

1. It is a joint initiative of Ministry of Women and 
Child Development, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare and Ministry of Human 
Resource Development. 

2. This is being implemented through a national 
campaign and focussed multi sectoral action in 
100 selected districts low in Child Sex Ratio 
(CSR), covering all States and UTs. 

3. The objectives of this initiative are: 

o Prevention of gender biased sex 
selective elimination 

o Ensuring survival & protection of the 
girl child 

o Ensuring education and participation 
of the girl child 

5. a 

 The FATF was established by the the G-7 
Summit that was held in Paris in 1989 in 
response to mounting concern over money 
laundering 

 The objectives of the FATF are to set standards 
and promote effective implementation of legal, 
regulatory and operational measures for 
combating money laundering, terrorist 
financing and other related threats to the 
integrity of the international financial system.  

 India is not a founding member. It is a 
member of the FATF since 2010 

6. a 

 India has been ranked among the bottom 10 
countries Oxfam International's 'Commitment 
to Reducing Inequality (CRI) 

 It ranked 147th among 157 countries 

7. d 

8. b 

 A special court is one which is to deal with 
special types of cases under a shortened and 
simplified procedure. 

 They are established under a statute meant to 
address specific disputes falling within that 
statute. 

9. b 

 It is in Australia 

 Kelps are large brown algae seaweeds 

 The researchers found that warming waters 
could kill up to 100 percent of the 
reef‘s kelp species 

10. c 

 Eurasian Otter, Smooth- Coated Otter, Small- 
Clawed Otter are the Otter species found in 
India 

 The occurrence of all three species has been 
reported from northeast India and the Western 
Ghats 

 In most of their distribution range, otters 
occur along with gharial (Gavialis gangeticus), 
crocodile (Crocodylus palustris), Ganges river 
dolphin (Platanista gangetica), and several 
species of turtles. 

 

11-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Majuli Island 

1. It is the first island district of India 

2. It is located in West Bengal and is 
formed by the Ganga and Brahmaputra 
in the north and south respectively 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 



 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com        |      www.iasparliament.com 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 
Future Policy Award. 

1. It is given by Food and Agricultural 
Organisation for entities promoting 
Agro ecology 

2. Sikkim was shortlisted for this award 
for becoming the world's first totally 
organic state 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN) 

1. It aims to bring Scientists and 
Entrepreneurs across the world to 
interact with Higher Education 
institutes in India so as to augment the 
country's existing academic resources 

2. This global initiative is pioneered by 
Google 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

4. Consider the following statements with 
respect to Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) 

1. The Council of Heads of Government 
(CHG) is the supreme decision-making 
body in the SCO. 

2. The CHG is attended by both the 
member and observer countries of the 
organisation 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Which of the following principle(s) is/ are 
advocated by Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)? 

1. Respect of the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of all nations. 

2. Use of Collective Defence Policy to 
safeguard the friendly countries 

3. Non-intervention or non-interference 
into the internal affairs of another 
country. 

4. Equality among all races and nations 
irrespective of their size 

Select the answer using the codes given below. 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 4 only 

c.  1, 2, 3, 4 

d.  1, 3, and 4 only 

  

6. Consider the following statements about 
'eye' of a cyclone 

1. It is a characteristic feature of Tropical 
cyclones 

2. It is a region of clear skies, warm 
temperatures, and low atmospheric 
pressure. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Consider the following statements about UN 
office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) 

1. It was established through the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 

2. It recently ranked India among the top 
five countries in terms of absolute 
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economic losses during events of 
disasters 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

8. Consider the following statements about 
Green Climate Fund (GCF) 

1. It is a dedicated fund which helps 
developing countries limit or reduce 
their greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
and adapt to climate change 

2. It was set up through the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED), Rio de Janeiro 
in 1992 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are not true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9. Consider the following statements about the 
'Strengthening Forest Fire Management in 
India' report 

1. The report was jointly prepared by 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change and World Bank 

2. Acccording to the report, Northeast 
India accounts for the largest share of 
area affected by forest fires 

3. India has committed to bring 33 per 
cent of its geographical area under 
forest cover by 2030, as part of its 
Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDC) under the Paris Agreement 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
National Council for Vocational Education and 
Training (NCVET) 

1. It is a propsed entity which will merge 
the National Council for Vocational 
Training (NCVT) and the National Skill 
Development Agency (NSDA) 

2. It will be the key regulatory body for 
both long-term and short-term entities 
engaged in vocational education and 
training 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. a 

 Majuli island is formed by the Brahmaputra 
river in the south and Subansri river in the 
north. 

 It is located in Assam 

 It became a seperate district in 2016 

2.  c 

 Sikkim has been shortlisted for the FAO's 
Future Policy Award for 2018. The winner will 
be announced shortly. 

 The FAO said that the award ―will celebrate 
policies that create enabling environments that 
advance‖ a transition to sustainable food and 
agriculture systems that are crucial to 
achieving sustainable development and 
climate resilience. 

3. a 

It is an initiative of Ministry of Human Resource 
Development, Government of India and National 
Science Foundation (NSF) of the U.S. 

4. b 

 The Heads of State Council (HSC) is the 
supreme decision-making body in the SCO. It 
meets once a year and adopts decisions and 
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guidelines on all important matters of the 
organisation. 

 The Heads of Government Council (HGC) 
meets once a year to discuss the organisation's 
multilateral cooperation strategy and priority 
areas, to resolve current important economic 
and other cooperation issues, and also 
to approve the organisation's annual budget. 

5. d 

NAM strictly advocates the Non-use of collective 
defense pacts to benefit the specific interests of any of 
the great powers andNon-use of pressures by any 
country against other countries. 

6. c 

7. b 

 UNISDR was established in 1999 as a 
dedicated secretariat to facilitate the 
implementation of the International Strategy 
for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) 

 The Sendai Framework is the outcome of 
stakeholder consultations initiated in March 
2012 and inter-governmental negotiations held 
from July 2014 to March 2015, which were 
supported by the UNISDR upon the request of 
the UN General Assembly. 

 A study released by the UN office for Disaster 
Risk Reduction (UNISDR) said India suffered 
economic losses of $80 billion during the 20-
year period of 1998 to 2017 

 India has been ranked among world's top five 
countries in absolute economic losses 

8. b 

It was set up by the 194 countries who are parties to 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) in 2010, as part of the Convention‘s 
financial mechanism. 

9. c 

Acccording to the report, Central India accounts for 
the largest share of area affected by forest fires. 
However, North-eastern states account for the biggest 
share of fire detections with at least 55% of fire 
incidents reported during 2003-2016. 

 10. c 

 The NCVT had been in existence for more than 
four decades as part of the directorate general 
of training, while the NSDA was a relatively 
new body that came into force in 2013. 

 The NCVT was a regulator and assessment 
body of the long-term skill education space 
comprising more than 13,000 industrial 
training institution, while the NSDA was a 
policy formulating body of the skill 
development ministry helping it devise 
training and industry collaboration policy for 
the Skill India mission. 

 The new body will regulate the functioning of 
entities engaged in vocational education and 
training, both long-term and short-
term and establish minimum standards for 
the functioning of such entities. 

 

13-10-2018 

 

1. The Human Capital Index is launched by 

a.  UNDP 

b.  World Economic Forum 

c.  World Bank 

d.  G20 

 

2. Consider the following statements 
about Global Hunger Index 

1. It is given by International Food Policy 
Research Institute 

2. It notes that one in five children in India 
under the age of five are wasted 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Collegium system in Judiciary 

1. There is no mention of the Collegium 
either in the original Constitution of 
India or in successive amendments. 

2. It comprises of the Chief Justice of India 
and two other senior-most judges of the 
Supreme Court 
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Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements 
about Centre for the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution. 

1. It aims to work on projects such as 
artificial intelligence, machine learning, 
Internet of Things, blockchain and big 
data in India  

2. It is an initiative of World Economic 
Forum 

Which of the statements is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following statements 
about IND-INDO CORPAT 

1. It is a joint- patrolling exercise of India 
and Indonesia along the International 
Maritime Boundary Line. 

2. It is part of Security and Growth for All 
in the Region (SAGAR) strategy of India 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6. Consider the following statements 
about International Thermonuclear 
Experimental Reactor (ITER)  

1. It is the world's largest experimental 
fusion facility which will produce 
energy commercially for the first-time  

2. India is a scientific partner in this 
project 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Consider the following statements 
about Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)  

1. It is a dedicated force for integrated 
security cover to the Public Sector 
Undertakings (PSUs) 

2. It directly works under Ministry of 
Home Affairs 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8. Consider the following statements about 
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 

1. It is a flagship programme of Ministry of 
Labour 

2. It aims at skill development and 
certification with a special focus on 
school drop-outs 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9. Which of the following countries in 
Central Asia is/ are landlocked? 

1. Azerbaijan 

2. Kazakstan 

3. Afghanistan 

4. Kyrgystan 

Select the answer using codes given below. 



 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com        |      www.iasparliament.com 

a.  1, ,2 . 3 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3, 4 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
Paris Principles 

1. They provide international benchmarks 
against which national human rights 
institutions (NHRIs) can be accredited 
by the Global Alliance of National 
Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI).  

2. It is given by Human Rights Watch, an 
international non-governmental 
organisation 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. c 

The index is given by World Bank 

The HCI has three components: 

  Survival, as measured by under-5 mortality 
rates 

  Expected years of Quality-Adjusted 
School  

  Health environment using two proxies of 
(a) adult survival rates and (b) the rate of 
stunting for children under age 5.  

2. c 

Overall, India has been ranked at 103 out of 119 
countries in the Global Hunger Index given by IFPRI, 
with hunger levels in the country categorised as 
―serious‖.  

3. a 

 It comprises of the Chief Justice of India and 
four other senior-most judges of the Supreme 
Court 

 The Collegiums System of appointment of 
judges was born through ―three judges 
case” which interpreted constitutional articles 
on October 28, 1998. 

4. c 

5. c 

6. c 

ITER will be the first fusion device to maintain fusion 
for long periods of time. And ITER will be the first 
fusion device to test the integrated technologies, 
materials, and physics regimes necessary for the 
commercial production of fusion-based electricity. 

7. b 

 With globalization and liberalization of the 
economy, CISF is no longer a PSU-centric 
organization. 

 CISF is currently providing security cover to 
nuclear installations, space establishments, 
airports, seaports, power plants, sensitive 
Government buildings and ever heritage 
monuments 

8. b 

It is a flagship outcome-based skill training scheme of 
the new Ministry of Skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE). 

9. d 

10. a 

It is given by United Nations 

 

15-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Inter-state river water disputes 

1. Water is a subject matter in the State list 
in Seventh schedule of the Constitution 

2. Supreme Court has no jurisdiction in 
matters of Inter-state water disputes 

Which of the given statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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2. Consider the following statements about 
Bilateral Exercises between India and US 

1. Yudh Abhyaas is a joint-aval exercise 

2. Cope India is an exercise between the 
Air Forces of the countries 

3. Malabar is a joint-military exercise 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 

  

3. Consider the following statements about 
Chandra Telescope 

1. It is being developed by ISRO and will 
become functional in 2019 

2. It is specially designed to detect X-ray 
emission from very hot regions of the 
Universe such as exploded stars, 
clusters of galaxies 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

4. Consider the following statements about 
Pacific Walrus which was recently seen in news 

1. They are dependent on land more than 
sea ice for resting, mating, molting 
which makes them highly vulnerable to 
climate change 

2. They are historically hunted for ivory 
tusks, meat and blubber  

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following statements 
about Deep Submergence Rescue Vessel 
(DSRV) 

1. It is deployed to rescue downed or 
disaster-struck submarines at high sea. 

2. India, US, Russia are the only countries 
to possess this technology  

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6. Consider the following statements 
about Graded Response Action Plan 

1. It is an emergency action plan which 
will be implemented in the national 
capital to combat air pollution  

2. It was prepared by Supreme Court-
mandated Environment Pollution 
Control Authority (EPCA) 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Consider the following statements about 
language used in Indian courts  

1. Only English should be used in case of 
proceedings, official documents of 
Supreme Court as well as High courts 

2. The Constitution vests the authority on 
the President of India for determining 
the language to be used in courts 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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8. For which of the following purposes, the 
Clean Ganga Fund shall be used? 

1. Control of non-point pollution from 
agricultural runoff, human defecation, 
cattle wallowing, etc.  

2. Conservation of the biotic diversity of 
the river 

3. Development of public amenities 
including activities such as Ghat 
redevelopment.  

4. Setting up of waste treatment and 
disposal plants along the river around 
the cities.  

Select the answer using the given codes. 

a.  1, ,2 . 3 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  1, 3 and 4 only 

d.  1, 2, 3, 4 

 

9. Consider the following statements about 
cyclones 

1. Cyclones are frequent in the eastern 
coast of India because of its closeness to 
the northwest Pacific 

2. Cyclones are frequent in the month of 
october because of the high wind shear 
factor.  

Which of the given statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
Bharatnet project 

1. It aims to provide in non-discriminatory 
basis affordable broadband connectivity 
of 2 Mbps to 20 Mbps for all households  

2. It is entirely funded by Universal service 
Obligation Fund under Ministry of 
Communications 

Which of the statement(s) ia/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. c 

Article 262 in the Constitution provides for Inter-state 
river water disputes and river valleys. Accordingly, 

(1) Parliament may by law provide for the 
adjudication of any dispute or complaint with 
respect to the use, distribution or control of the 
waters of, or in, any inter State river or river 
valley 

(2) Notwithstanding anything in this 
Constitution, Parliament may by law provide 
that neither the Supreme Court nor any other 
court shall exercise jurisdiction in respect of 
any such dispute or complaint as is referred to 
in clause ( 1 ) Co ordination between States 

2. b 

Yudh Abhyaas is a military exercise 

Malabar is a naval exercise 

3. b 

It is a NASA's x-ray telescope 

4. b 

They are dependant on sea ice more than land for 
resting, mating, molting which makes them highly 
vulnerable to climate change 

5. a 

 The countries which have DSRV are US, 
China, Russia and a few other countries 

 Indian Navy joins select league of nations with 
capability to search, locate and provide rescue 
to distressed submarines by induction of first 
Deep Submergence Rescue Vessel (DSRV) and 
associated kit in fly away configuration 

6. c 

7. a 

Under article 348, The Constitution vests the authority 
on the Parliament of India for determining the 
language to be used in courts 

8. d 
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The following broad activities will be financed from the 
Fund:  
 
a) Activities outlined under the ‗Namami Gange‘ 
programme for cleaning of river Ganga.  

b) Control of non-point pollution from agricultural 
runoff, human defecation, cattle wallowing, etc.  

c) Setting up of waste treatment and disposal plants 
along the river around the cities.  

d) Conservation of the biotic diversity of the river.  

e) Community based activities to reduce polluting 
human interface with the river.  

f) Development of public amenities including activities 
such as Ghat redevelopment.  

g) Research and Development and innovative projects.  

h) Research and Development projects and innovative 
projects for new technology and processes for cleaning 
the river.  

i) Independent oversight through intensive monitoring 
and real time reporting.  

j) Any other activity as approved by the Trust.  

9. a 

 The reason that many cyclones such as Titli, 
Phailin (2013) and Hudhud (2014) typically 
strike in October is that wind shear — the 
difference within wind speeds and direction at 
two different levels — is low during this time; 
low wind shear, when combined with surface 
sea temperatures greater than 26°C, raises the 
likelihood of cyclones. 

 In monsoon season, cyclones are rare because 
of high wind shear 

10. c 

 

16-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Dengue and Chikungunya 

1. Both are viral diseases transmitted by 
Aedes mosquitoes.  

2. Chikungunya is characterised by 
internal bleeding which is fatal while 
dengue is characterised by joint pains 
which are non- fatal 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Consider the following statements 
about Anandadhara scheme 

1. The objective of the scheme is to 
mobilize the rural poor and vulnerable 
people into self- managed, federated 
institutions and support their livelihood 

2. It is a flagship scheme of Government of 
West Bengal 

Which of the given statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements 
about Genetic Engineering Appraisal 
Committee 

1. It is the apex body responsible for ap-
proval of proposals relating to release of 
genetically engineered organisms and 
products into the environment  

2. It recently approved Bt. Brinjal for 
commercial cultivation 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements 
about Agricultural Technology Management 
Agency (ATMA) Scheme 

1. It aims to develop a decentralised 
farmer-driven and farmer-accountable 
agricultural extension system 
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2. The funding pattern is 90 per cent by 
the central Government and 10 per 
cent  by the state government 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Section 29 A  of 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)  
lays down a range of disqualifications for a 
person to be an eligible resolution applicant. 
Accordingly, who among the following are 
banned from being a resolution applicant? 

1. A person who has been convicted of an 
offence punishable with imprisonment 
for a period of one year or more 

2. A  person who is disqualified from being 
a director in accordance with the 
Companies Act of 2013 

3. A person who is a willful defaulter as 
per the guidelines of the Reserve Bank 
of India 

Select the answer using the codes given below. 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  1 and 2 only 

d.  2 and 3 only 

 

6. Consider the following statements 
about Small Industries Development Bank of 
India (SIDBI)  

1. It was established by an Act of 
Parliament 

2. It acts as the Principal Financial 
Institution for promotion, financing and 
development of the Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprise (MSME) sector 

3. It launched the Udyami Mitra portal to 
improve accessibility of 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 

 

7. In lines of India's New Development 
Partnership with Afghanistan which of the 
following initiatives are being taken by India? 

1.  India-Afghanistan friendship dam in 
Herat 

2.  Parliament building in Kabul 

3.  Operationalisation of the Chabahar 
port  

Select the answer using the codes given below. 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 

  

8. Consider the following statements 
about BepiColombo mission 

1. It is a mission of European Space 
Agency (ESA) 

2. It will explore Venus to find out whether 
the planet has water availability 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

9. Consider the following about BeiDou-3 

1. It is the navigation network of China 

2. It is capable to provide service in more 
than 50 countries  

Which of the statement(s) is/ are not true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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10. Consider the following statements about 
short selling 

1. A short seller is a trader who believes 
that a stock will fall 

2. Only institutional investors and not 
retail investors can participate in short 
selling 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. a 

Chikungunya is characterised by joint pains which are 
non- fatal while dengue is characterised by internal 
bleeding which is fatal 

2. c 

3. a 

GEAC has called for a review of biosafety data on Bt 
Brinjal  available from neighbouring Bangladesh which 
could be construed as initial steps towards lifting an 
eight-year moratorium imposed on commercial 
cultivation of Bt brinjal 

4. c 

The objectives of ATMA are 

1. To strengthen research – extension – farmer 
linkages 

2. To provide an effective mechanism for co-
ordination and management of activities of 
different agencies involved in technology 
adaption / validation and dissemination at the 
district level and below. 

3. To increase the quality and type of 
technologies being disseminated. 

4. To move towards shared ownership of the 
agricultural technology system by key 
shareholders. 

5. To develop new partnerships with the private 
institutions including NGOs. 

5. d 

A person who has been convicted of an offence 
punishable with imprisonment for a period of two 
years or more is prohibited from being a resolution 
applicant 

6. d 

 The Udyami Mitra portal was launched to 
improve accessibility of credit for the MSMEs. 

 It helps MSMEs for submission of loan 
applications which can be picked up by 
multiple lenders. 

7. d 

The partnership aspires to bring prosperity to all 34 
provinces of Afghanistan through high impact 
community development projects.  

It has four broad pillars of the programme -- building 
infrastructure, developing human resource, enhancing 
connectivity, and promoting trade and investment 
links, she said, noting that the India-Afghanistan 
friendship dam in Herat, Parliament building in Kabul, 
and operationalisation of the Chabahar port were 
prominent symbols of this partnership.  

8. a 

 It is a mission of ESA to Mercury to be 
launched this week 

 It is the first mission of its kind to determine if 
the nearest planet to the Sun contains water.  

9. d 

10. a 

 A short seller is a trader who believes that a 
stock will fall. He borrows stocks (via the 
clearing corporation of an exchange) and sells 
them hoping to buy back at a lower price, 
returning the stocks to the lender and keeping 
the profit 

 Both retail and institutional investors can 
participate in short selling 

 

17-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Special Category Status (SCS) given to states in 
India 

1. The Constitution lists the conditions 
which should be met by a state in order 
to be given SCS 
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2. NITI Aayog has no power to decide on 
financial allocations for states 

3. The share of funding of the Centre in 
Centrally Sponsered Schemes for 
Special Category states is 90 per cent 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1, 2, and 3 

d.  1 and 3 only 

  

2. Consider the following statements about 
Hussainsagar Lake 

1. It is one of the largest artificial lakes in 
Asia 

2. It is located between the twin cities of 
Hyderabad and Secunderabad 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Defence Planning Committee (DPC) 

1. It is a permanent body 

2. The Prime Minister of India is the 
chairman of this committee 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements with 
respect to Data Mirroring 

1. It allows companies to store copies of a 
particular database at multiple 
locations. 

2. RBI recently banned the process of Data 
Mirroring by payment companies 
outside India 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) 

1. It is a Constitutional Body 

2. It is the apex vigilance institution, free 
of control from any executive authority 

3. It consists of a Chairperson and not 
more than two Vigilance 
Commissioners as its members 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are not true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  2 and 3 only 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
Global Competitiveness Index 

1. It is published by World Bank 

2. The index was topped by US 

3. India topped the index among BRICS 
nations 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

7. Consider the following statements with 
respect to Interoperability 

1. Interoperability of mobile wallets is not 
possible 
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2. Interoperability of mobile wallets with 
bank accounts as well as card networks 
is allowed 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

 a.  1 only 

 b.  2 only 

 c.  Both 1 and 2 

 d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8. Consider the following statements about 
Chinook Choppers 

1. It is capable to carry heavy cargo 
including heavy machinery, artillery 
guns and light armoured vehicles to 
high altitude. 

2. It will be helpful in disaster relief and 
rescue operations 

3. It is imported from US by India 

Which of the given statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

9. Consider the following statements about 
National Health Profile-2018 

1. It takes into account demographic, 
socio-economic, health status and 
health finance indicators 

2. Its first edition was recently launched 
by Central Bureau of Health Intelligence 
(CBHI) 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
Strategic Petroleum Reserves 

1. They are emergency stores of crude oil 
set up with the objective of meeting 
situations of  severe supply shocks 

2. They are located in Visakhapatnam on 
the East Coast, and at Mangaluru and 
Padur on the West Coast. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 The Constitution does not have any provision 
for categorisation of any state as a Special 
Category Status (SCS) State 

 The Centre pays 90% of the funds required in a 
centrally-sponsored scheme to special category 
status category states as against 60 per cent in 
case of normal category states, while the 
remaining funds are provided by the state 
governments. 

2. b 

‗Jaisamand lake‘ is the second largest artificial lake in 
the world and the largest in Asia. 

3. a 

 National Security Adviser (NSA) is the 
chairman of DPC 

 The role of the DPC is to drive the country‘s 
military and security strategy, draft capability 
development plans and guide (and accelerate) 
defence equipment acquisitions 

 The DPC will be a permanent body chaired by 
the National Security Advisor 

 It comprises the chairman of the Chiefs of Staff 
Committee, three service chiefs, the defence, 
expenditure and foreign secretaries 

4. c 

5. a 

It is a statutory body 

6. c 
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 It is given by World Economic Forum 

 US got rank 1 in the Index 

 China (rank 28) topped the list among BRICS 
nations followed by Russian Federation (43), 
India (58), South Africa (67), and Brazil (72) 

7. b 

 Interoperability of mobile wallets is possible 

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI), recently,  issued 
guidelines for interoperability of e-wallets, 
which will allow transfer of money from one 
wallet to another. 

8. d 

9. a 

CBHI has been publishing National Health Profile 
every year since 2005. This is the 12th edition. 

10. c 

 

18-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements regarding 
Trade Promotion Council of India (TPCI) 

1. TPCI is an apex trade and investment 
promotion organization notified in the 
Foreign Trade Policy. 

2. TPCI is recognized and supported by the 
Department of Industrial Policy and 
Promotion, Govt. of India. 

Which of the following is incorrect? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Chitrakoot falls is situated in the  

a.  Musi river 

b.  Indravti river 

c.  Godavari river 

d.  Mahanadhi river 

 

3. Which of the following Interpol Notices are 
matched correctly? 

1. Orange Notice - To seek the location and 
arrest of wanted persons with a view to 
extradition or similar lawful action. 

2. Red Notice -  To warn of an event, a 
person, an object or a process 
representing a serious and imminent 
threat to public safety. 

 a.  1 only 

 b.  2 only 

 c.  Both 1 and 2 

 d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements 

1. UN FAO says that livestock, largely 
cattle raised for meat and milk, are 
responsible for around 14.5% of the 
greenhouse gas emission. 

2. Impossible Foods and Beyond Meat are 
joint winners of the Champions of the 
Earth Award, in the Science and 
Innovation category. 

Which of the following is correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. China has successfully tested the world‟s 
largest unmanned transport drone called 

a.  Chang -e 

b.  Feihong-98 

c.  Dongfeng 

d.  Wing Loong II 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding 
Bathukamma festival 

1. Bathukamma is a colourful floral 
festival of Andhra Pradesh. 

2. It is celebrated by womenfolk with 
exotic flowers of the region.  
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3. It is a celebration of the inherent 
relationship human beings share with 
earth and water. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1,2 and 3 

 

7. Which of the following contributes to Marine 
Pollution? 

1. Ghost Gear 

2. Ballast water 

3. Microplastics 

Choose the correct alternative 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1,2 and 3 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding 
Northern Ireland 

1. It is a part of the United Kingdom. 

2. It shares borders with Scotland and 
Wales in the south and west 
respectively. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9. Commercial paper is an unsecured short-
term promissory note issued at a discount by 
creditworthy 

1. Corporate 

2. Primary Dealers 

3. All India Finacial Institutions 

 Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1,2 and 3 

10.Match the following, 

1. Exercise INDRA  -  (i) Indian and China  
                -   (a)Army 

2. Exercise Hand in Hand  -    (ii) India  

and Russia    
    

-     (b)Navy 

3. Exercise Nomadic Elephant  (iii) Inda  

and Mongolia    

-  (c)Airforce 

Choose the correct alternative 

a.  1-ii-b,2-i-a,3-iii-a 

b.  1-iii-a,2-i-b,3-ii-c 

c.  1-i-a,2-iii-c,3-ii-b 

d.  1-ii-c,2-iii-b,3-i-b 

 

Answers 

1. b 

TPCI is recognized and supported by the Department 
of Commerce, Govt of India. 

2. b 

Chitrakoot Waterfall is on the Indravati River, near 
Jagdalpur, Chhattisgarh, India. 

3. d 

 Red Notice-To seek the location and arrest of 
wanted persons with a view to extradition or 
similar lawful action. 

 Orange Notice -To warn of an event, a person, 
an object or a process representing a serious 
and imminent threat to public safety. 

4. c 

5. b 

6. c 

It is celebrated in the state of Telangana. 
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7. c 

It is celebrated in the state of Telangana. 

8. a 

Northern Ireland shares border with Ireland in the 
south and West respectively. 

9. d 

10. a 

 

19-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Dharma Guardian-2018 

1. It is a joint military exercise between 
armies of India and Japan 

2. It is the first ever joint exercise between 
these two countries 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Which of the following countries border the 
Adriatic sea? 

1. Italy 

2. Bosnia–Herzegovina 

3. Croatia 

Select the answers using the codes given below. 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Antyodaya scheme 

1. It is an integration of the National 
Urban Livelihoods Mission (NULM) and 
National Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(NRLM). 

2. It is a centrally sponsored scheme 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 
Nano-carbons 

1. They are found to be very effective in 
killing Aedes Ageypti mosquito 

2. Nano-carbon are odourless which 
makes them environment friendly and 
non-toxic to humans. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 
VIMOS instrument which was in news recently 

1. It recently discovered Hyperion, the 
largest and most massive galaxy super 
cluster 

2. It is an experiment of European Space 
Agency 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
TIgers 

1. The white colour fur in white tigers is 
attributed to the genetic mutation that 
occurs in Bengal Tigers 

2. Bengal TIgers are the largest subspecies 
among the tigers worldwide 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 
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a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

7. 'Shahi litchi' recently got the Geographical 
Indication (GI) tag. Which of the following 
states it belongs to? 

a.  Uttar Pradesh 

b.  Haryana 

c.  Madhya Pradesh 

d.  Bihar 

 

8. Consider the following statements about 
Ultra Mega Power Projects 

1. They are power plants with individual 
capacity of about 5000 MW or above 

2. They are completely coal- based 

3. They use Super Critical Technology to 
achieve higher levels of fuel efficiency 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

9. Consider the following statements about 
Merchandise Exports from India Scheme 
(MEIS) 

1. It is one of the two schemes introduced 
in Foreign Trade Policy of India 2015-
20, as a part of Exports from India 
Scheme 

2. Under the scheme, the government 
provides duty benefits to exporters 
depending on product and country 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Conisder the following statements about 
Lok Adalat 

1. It has statutory status 

2. The decision is not binding on the 
parties 

3. There is no court fee payable when a 
matter is filed in a Lok Adalat 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

Answers 

1. c 

2. d 

Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Italy, 
Slovenia, and Montenegro are the countries which 
border the Adriatic sea 

3. a 

It is a central scheme with an outlay of 500 crores 
under Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty 
Alleviation (HUPA) 

4. c 

1. Water-soluble nano-carbon particles (wsNCP) 
dissolved in water prevent respiration of 
mosquito larvae, causing anoxia (lack of 
oxygen) and ultimately their death 

2. They can be obtained from 'controlled burning' 
of crop residue which is a rampant issue in 
Punjab and Haryana 

3. Nano- carbons thus act as a solution for the 
twin problems. 

5. a 

 It is an experiment of European Southern 
Observatory, is the foremost 
intergovernmental astronomy organisation in 
Europe and the world's most productive 
astronomical observatory. 
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 The VIMOS is an instrument that measures 
objects at a distance of billions of light years 
away 

 Hyperion‘s unimaginably enormous mass is 
estimated to be a million billion times that of 
our own Sun (which is approximately 1,048 
Jupiters, or 333,000 Earths). 

6. a 

The Siberian Tiger is the largest sub-species of tigers 
followed by Bengal Tiger 

7. d 

Shahi litchi is famous for its sweet, juicy, unique 
flavour and aroma and is mostly grown in Muzaffarpur 
and neighbouring districts including East Champaran, 
Vaishali, Samastipur and Begusarai in Bihar 

8. b 

 They are power plants having a capacity of 
about 4000 MW at both the coal pitheads and 
coastal locations 

 They aim at delivering power at competitive 
cost to consumers by achieving economies of 
the scale. 

 Power Finance Corporation (PFC) is the Nodal 
Agency for this initiative 

9. c 

10. c 

 Lok Adalat is one of the alternative dispute 
redressal mechanisms, it is a forum where 
disputes/cases pending in the court of law or 
at pre-litigation stage are settled/ 
compromised amicably 

 The decision is final and binding on the parties 

 Lok Adalats have been given statutory status 
under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987. 

 

 20-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Rythu Bima scheme 

1. It is a group agricultural insurance 
scheme for farmers in age group of 18 to 
59 years 

2. It is a scheme of Governmant of 
Telangana 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Which of the following river(s) originate(s) 
outside India? 

1. Tsangpo 

2. Dibang 

3. Barak 

Select using the codes given below. 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

  

3. Consider the following statements about 
Wing Loong II 

1. It is a drone developed by China 

2. It can be used for surveillance and 
aerial reconnaissance missions. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

 a.  1 only 

 b.  2 only 

 c.  Both 1 and 2 

 d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 
National Air Quality Index 

1. It is given by Central Pollution Control 
Board 

2. 'Green' and 'Purple' are colours which 
indicate the lowest and highest levels of 
air pollution in the index respectively 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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5. Consider the following statements about 
Section 8 companies under the Companies Act, 
2013 

1. They are to be registered with respective 
state governments 

2. Members of such companies are not 
entitled to any dividends 

3. Profits or other income of the company 
should be used for promoting only the 
objects of the company. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
National Financial Reporting Authority 
(NFRA) 

1. It has the power of a civil court 

2. It works under the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Consider the following statements about 
International Finance Corporation 

1. It is the largest global development 
institution which exclusively focuses on 
the private sector in developing 
countries. 

2. It is an arm of World Bank 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8. Consider the following statements about the 
various military exercises 

1. 'Malabar' is the joint naval exercise 
between India, U.S, Japan 

2. 'Cope India' is the joint air force 
exercise between India, U.S, Japan 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are not true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9. Consider the following statements about 
Organic and Natual Farming 

1. Both Organic farming and Natural 
farming requires basic agro practices 
like plowing, tilting, weeding, etc.to be 
performed 

2. Organic farming uses manure like 
compost, vermicompost, cow dung 
manure, however, they are avoided 
completely in Natural Farming 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Recently, the World's largest Amphibious 
Aircraft was built by which of the following 
countries? 

a.  Japan 

b.  China 

c.  U.S 

d.  Israel 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 It is a group life insurance scheme in 
Telangana 
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 The insurance scheme provides a life cover of 
Rs 5 lakh for farmers in the age group of 18 to 
59 years. 

2. a 

 Dibang originates within India in Arunachal 
pradesh 

 Barak river rises from Senapati district of 
Manipur State 

3. c 

 It has the capability to avoid radar detection 
which makes it almost invisible to detect and 
can successfully destroy targets with laser-
guided missiles. 

 The aircraft has a maximum payload capacity 
of 400 kg and can also be fitted with a variety 
of weapons to be used to perform combat and 
strike operations. 

 The aircraft is remotely controlled by one 
operator from the ground using consoles. 

4. a 

The lowest and hghest levels of air pollution is 
indicated by 'green' and 'maroon'. The values for 
indicators are as follows 

Colour 
Level of 
Health 

Concern 

AQI 
Values 

Green Good 0 to 50 

Yellow Moderate 51 to 100 

Orange 
Unhealthy 

for sensitive 
groups 

101 to 
150 

Red Unhealthy 
151 to 
200 

Purple 
Very 

Unhealthy 
201 to 
300 

Maroon Hazardous 
301 to 
500 

5. b 

1. They are registered under the Centre‘s 
Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

2. A Section 8 company is one that is licensed 
under Section 8 of the Companies Act, 2013, 
for promoting research, social welfare, 
religion, charity, commerce, art, science, 
sports, education, and the protection of the 
environment or any such other object 

3. A Section 8 company is registered for 
charitable or not-for-profit purposes. 

6. a 

 The jurisdiction of NFRA for investigation of 
Chartered Accountants and their firms under 
section 132 of the Act extends to listed 
companies and large unlisted public 
companies 

 ICAI shall continue to have its powers with 
respect to audits pertaining to private limited 
companies, and public unlisted companies 

7. c 

8. b 

 Cope India is a Air Force exercises between the 
Indian Air Force and the United States Air 
Force 

 It is in talks that the bilateral exercise shall be 
upgraded to a trilateral exercise by inducting 
Japan 

9. b 

Organic farming requires basic agro practices like 
plowing, tilting, weeding, etc.to be done while Natural 
farming avoids them 

10. b 

 China's AG600 is the world's largest 
amphibious aircraft. 

 It powered by four domestically-built 
turboprop engines and has a range of 12 hours. 

 

 22-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Silver Oak which was in news recently 

1. They are endemic to the Kodagu region 
in Wetern Ghats 

2. They play a vital role in the preserving 
the biodiversity of that region 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 
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b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 
Toluene 

1. It is one of the petrochemical wastes 
that get released without treatment 
from industries such as refineries, 
paint, textile, paper and rubber 

2. It has genotoxic and carcinogenic effects 
on human beings 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

 a.  1 only 

 b.  2 only 

 c.  Both 1 and 2 

 d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Exchange Traded Funds (ETF) 

1. They are listed and traded on stocks 
exchanges similar to regular shares 

2. They have more liquidity and 
marketability than mutual funds 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

 a.  1 only 

 b.  2 only 

 c.  Both 1 and 2 

 d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 
Special Economic Zones (SEZ) 

1. The decision to set up an SEZ should be 
taken by the Board of Approval 
constituted by the Central Government 

2. All decisions are taken by the Board of 
Approval through majority 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are not true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV) 
scheme 

1. It provides for for setting up of 
residential schools at upper primary 
level for girls belonging to the SC and ST 
communities only 

2. It is implemented in educationally 
backward blocks of the country where 
the female rural literacy is below the 
national average 

3. It is part of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
Artificial Light 

1. China is the first country trying to make 
its own man-made moon  

2. The working of the artificial moon is 
independent of the real moon which 
ensures the availability of artificial light 
always. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Which of the following countries are 
included in the ASEAN Defence Ministers‟ 
Meeting Plus (ADMM- Plus)? 

1. Australia 

2. China 

3. Russian Federation 

4. United States 
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5. North Korea 

Select using the codes given below 

a.  1, 2, 3 

b.  2 ,3 and 5 only 

c.  1, 2, 3, 4 

d.  1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

 

8. Consider the following statements with 
respect to energy conservation 

1. Co-firing refers to the process of using 
two different types of fuel for 
generation of electricity. 

2. It is an effective solution for curbing the 
menace of stubble burning seen in 
North Indian states like Punjab and 
Haryana 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

9. Consider the following statements about 
Lower Courts in Indian Judiciary 

1. Judges of the Subordinate Courts are 
appointed by the Chief Justice of the 
High Court which exercises the 
jurisdiction over them 

2. Absence of a uniform mechanism in the 
appointment of Judges in lower 
courts causes inordinate delays and 
vaccancies 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
Changpa people 

1. They are semi- nomadic people who 
inhabit the Ladakh region 

2. They are known for making the 
contraption device called Shang- dong 
for dealing with wolves 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. d 

 They are exotic species found in coffee farms of 
Kodagu 

 Evergreen trees which already existed are 
quickly losing out to the fast-growing silver 
oak as farmers need no permission from the 
forest department to cut the silver oaks 

 Introduction of silver oak negatively impacted 
both carbon stock and biodiversity in that 
region 

2. c 

Genotoxicity describes the property of chemical 
agents that damages the genetic information within a 
cell causing mutations, which may lead to cancer 

3. c 

Mutual Fund selling price will be the price of shares at 
the close of the day. On the other hand, shares of ETF 
are traded throughout the day. And at any moment, 
ETF can be bought and sold. In this respect, ETFs have 
more liquidity and marketability 

4. b 

All the decisions are taken in the Board of Approval 
by consensus. The Board of Approval has been 
constituted by the Central Government in exercise of 
the powers conferred under the SEZ Act. 

5. b 

 Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV) is a 
scheme launched in July 2004, for setting up 
residential schools at upper primary level for 
girls belonging predominantly to the SC, ST, 
OBC and minority communities. 

 The scheme provides for a minimum 
reservation of 75% of the seats for girls 
belonging to SC, ST, OBC or minority 
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communities and priority for the remaining 
25%, is accorded to girls from families below 
poverty line 

6. a 

 China is planning to launch its own ‗artificial 
moon‘ by 2020 

 The satellites will shine from the light of the 
real Moon but will be eight times brighter 

7. c 

 The ADMM-Plus countries include ten ASEAN 
Member States, namely, Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Viet Nam, and eight Plus 
countries, namely Australia, China, India, 
Japan, New Zealand, ROK, Russian 
Federation, and the United States 

 The 12th ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting 
(ADMM) and 5th ADMM-Plus were held 
recently Singapore. 

 The conferences were attended by defence 
ministers from India, Australia, China, Japan, 
New Zealand, South Korea, Russia and US. 

 ADMM and ADMM-Plus serves as key 
Ministerial-level platforms in regional security 
architecture for promoting strategic dialogue 
and practical cooperation between ASEAN and 
its partners. 

8. c 

NTPC Ltd, India's largest power producer, plans to 
start biomass co-firing across all its coal-based thermal 
power stations in a bid to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and cut pollution 

9. b 

Judges of the Subordinate Courts are appointed by 
the Governor of the state in consultation with 
the High Court which exercises the jurisdiction over 
them 

10. c 

 The Changpa peopleare known for making the 
Pashmina wool in the Ladakh region 

 Shang-dong is a device used to trap wolves 
which are a constant threat for the Pashmina 
goats 

 

23-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Earth's interior structure 

1. Oceanic crust is thinner than that of 
continental crust 

2. Asthenosphere is the upper portion of 
Mantle 

3. The Core is made up of Silicon and 
Aluminium 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 
Probiotics 

1. They are foods or concentrates of live 
organisms that contribute to healthy 
microbial environment in the body 

2. Probiotics can be bacteria, yeasts, and 
molds 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Fermi Gamma-ray Space Telescope 

1. It belongs to NASA 

2. It can observe light in the photon energy 
range of 8,000 electronvolts (8 keV) to 
greater than 300 billion electronvolts 
(300 GeV) much higher than what 
human eyes can see 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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4. Consider the following statements about 
Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication (SWIFT) 

1. It is a secure financial message carrier 
which links the financial communities 
at global, regional and local levels 

2. It is an arm of the World Bank 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 
'Asset Liability Mismatch' 

1. It refers to situations where banks lend 
for longer periods to customers from 
the existing short and medium- term 
deposits with them 

2. It leads to increase in the level of Non-
Performing Assets of the banks 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are not true? 

 a.  1 only 

 b.  2 only 

 c.  Both 1 and 2 

 d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
Peer to Peer (P2P) lending 

1. It refers to an intermediary providing 
the services of loan facilitation online or 
otherwise 

2. Non-Banking Finance Companies are 
not allowed to engage in P2P lending 
activities 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Consider the following statements about 
India- China Internal Security Agreement (ISA) 

1. The first-ever ISA between the two 
countries was signed recently 

2. The Agreement provides also for 
partnership in the areas of terrorism,  
human trafficking, drugs and arms 
smuggling between the two sides 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

8. Among all the Union Territories in India, 
which of the following has the smallest 
geographical area? 

a. Diu and Daman 

b. Dadra Nagar and Haveli 

c. Lakshadweep 

d. Chandigarh  

 

9. The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty is a treaty between which of the 
following pairs of countries? 

a.  U.S, Russia 

b.  North Korea, South Korea 

c.  U.S, EU 

d.  U.S, Iran 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
Baishui glacier which was in news recently 

1. It is part of the Third Pole which is the 
largest ice store in the world after 
Antarctica and Greenland 

2. It is located in Japan 

3. The Third Pole glacier feeds important 
rivers such as Yangtze, Yellow, Mekong, 
and Ganges by seasonal menting 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 
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c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

Answers 

1. a 

The Core is made up of heavy metals like Iron and 
Nickel 

2. c 

3. c 

4. a 

It is a gobal member-owned cooperative.  

5. d 

6. a 

 Non-Banking Finance Companies are allowed 
to engage in P2P lending activities provided 
they obtain the certificate of recognition from 
the concerned bank 

 Non- Banking institutions other than 
companies are strictly not allowed to 
participate in P2P activities 

7. c 

8. c 

 Among all union territories Lakshdweep is 
smallest in area (only 32 sq km). Lakshadweep 
comes from "Lakshadweepa", which means 
"one hundred thousand islands" in Sanskrit. 

 Among all union territories Andaman and 
Nicobar islands has maximum area (8249 sq 
km). 

9. a 

 It is a treaty between United States of America 
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

 It calls for Elimination of Their Intermediate-
Range and Shorter-Range Missiles 

 It requires destruction of the Parties' ground-
launched ballistic and cruise missiles with 
ranges of between 500 and 5,500 kilometers, 
their launchers and associated support 
structures and support equipment within three 
years after the Treaty enters into force. 

10. b 

It is located in China 

24-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements with 
respect to Central Board of Investigation (CBI) 

1. The Director of CBI is appointed by the 
Selection Panel headed by the Home 
Minister. 

2. Prior approval is not necessary for the 
arrest of a person on the spot on the 
charge of accepting any undue 
advantage 

Which of the given statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Consider the following about Green Crakers 

1. They are crackers made of eco-friendly 
materials which can reduce the level of 
air pollution if not completely control it 

2. Aluminium and Barium Nitrate are 
suitable alternatives which can bring 
down the level of smoke emission by 
firecrackers 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Election Commission of India (ECI) 

1. There is no equality in tenure between 
the Chief Election Commissioner and 
other Election Commissioners 

2. Election Commission of India was 
established as a single-member body 
and was later made into a three- 
member body 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 
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c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Gangireddu community was in news 
recently. Consider the following statements 
about them. 

1. They are a nomadic tribe known for 
exhibiting the skills of Ongole bulls 

2. They belong to the state of Andhra 
Pradesh 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following statements 
about Piranhamesodon pinnatomus 

1. They are the earliest known example of 
a cartilaginous fish 

2. Piranhamesodon and modern day 
Piranhas are examples of convergent 
evolution 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
MarCO mission 

1. It is a mission of NASA 

2. MarCO-B is the first Cubesat to have 
captured a picture of Mars by travelling 
into deep space 

Which of the given statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

7. Consider the following statements about 
United Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law (UNCITRAL) 

1. It is an international organization 
dealing with the rules of trade between 
nations. 

2. India recently accepted the 
recommendations of UNCITRAL with 
respect to cross-border insolvency 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

8. Consider the following statements about 
'Asian Economic Integration Report 2018' 

1. It is published by Asian Development 
Bank 

2. It held that India had the most outward 
migrants followed by China in the year 
2017 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9. Consider the following statements about Sea 
Bridges 

1. The world's longest sea bridge was built 
by China connecting Taiwan directly 
with the mainland 

2. It is part of Belt and Road Initiative of 
China 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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10. Consider the following statements about 
Zika 

1. Airborne transmission of Zika is 
possible 

2. Zika outbreak led to an increase in the 
Guillain-Barre syndrome, a 
neurological disorder that could lead to 
paralysis and death 

Which of the given statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 Following the enactment of the Lokpal Act, the 
list is prepared by the Home Ministry on the 
basis of seniority and experience in anti-
corruption investigations. 

 The list then goes to the Lokpal Search 
Committee. 

 It comprises of 

1. the Prime Minister, 

2. the Chief Justice of India (Or a 
representative deputed by CJI) and 

3. the Leader of the Opposition (LoP) (If 
no party is large enough, the leader of 
the largest Opposition party can 
attend.) 

 The search committee examines the names 
and sends its recommendation to the 
government.  

 The decision of the committee could be 
unanimous or divided with a member 
recording a note of dissent. 

 Section 17 of the Prevention of Corruption Act 
does away with the previous approval for cases 
involving arrest of a person on the spot on the 
charge of accepting or attempting to accept any 
undue advantage for himself or for any other 
person 

2. a 

 Recently the Supreme Court barred the use of 
barium nitrate and aluminium in all 
firecrackers 

 Barium Nitrate are used in crackers to emit 
green colour while Aluminium for white and 
silver colour. They are known to produce large 
amount of smoke which are toxic and said to 
cause heavy pollution. 

3. b 

 Under Article 324(2) of the Constitution of 
India, the President of India is empowered to 
appoint the Chief Election Commissioner and 
the Election Commissioners 

 Both CEC and other ECs enjoy equality in 
tenure. The Chief Election Commissioner or an 
Election Commissioner holds office for a term 
of six years from the date on which he assumes 
his office. Both Chief Election Commissioner 
and other Election Commissioners shall vacate 
the office when attain the age of sixty-five even 
years before the expiry of the said term of six 
years 

4. c 

5. b 

 Piranhamesodon pinnatomus is the earliest 
known example of a bony fish 

 The principal difference between bony fish and 
cartilaginous fish is in the skeleton makeup 

 Bony fish, also known as Osteichthyes, is a 
group of fish that is characterized by the 
presence of bone tissue. Eg.  flying fish, globe 
fish, sea horses 

 Cartilaginous fish, also known as 
Chondrichthyes, is a group of fish that is 
characterized by the presence of cartilage 
tissue rather than bone tissue. Eg. Shark, dog 
fish, skates 

 Convergent evolution is a phenomenon in 
which organisms independently acquire 
similar characteristics as a result of adapting to 
similar ecological niches or environments. 

6. c 

 NASA‘s first CubeSats MarCO A and B are the 
first to travel into deep space 

 MarCO B has beamed back an image of Mars 
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 The twin, low-cost MarCO CubeSats, which are 
sharing a ride with InSight Mars lander, were 
designed to find out if they could survive the 
journey to deep space. 

7. d 

 The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the 
only global international organization dealing 
with the rules of trade between nations. 

 The United Nations Commission on 
International Trade and Law is the core legal 
body of the United Nations system in the field 
of international trade law.  

 Members of UNCITRAL are selected from 
among States Members of the United Nations 
and represent different legal traditions and 
levels of economic development. 

 The general mandate of UNCITRAL is to 
further the progressive harmonization and 
unification of the law of international trade. 

 "Harmonization" may conceptually be thought 
of as the process through which domestic laws 
may be modified to enhance predictability in 
cross-border commercial transactions. 
"Unification" may be seen as the adoption by 
States of a common legal standard governing 
particular aspects of international business 
transactions.  

 UNCITRAL is a subsidiary body of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations. The 
Secretariat of UNCITRAL is the International 
Trade Law Division of the Office of Legal 
Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat. In 
contrast, the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
is an intergovernmental organization 
independent from the United Nations. 

 Structured to ensure that the various 
geographic regions and the principal economic 
and legal systems of the world are represented, 
the 60 member States include 14 African 
States, 14 Asian States, 8 Eastern European 
States, 10 Latin American and Caribbean 
States and 14 Western European and other 
States. 

8. c 

 India had the most outward migrants in 2017 
(17 million), followed by China (10 million) 
and Bangladesh (7.5 million) 

 According to the report, Asia continued as the 
largest source of international migrants 

globally although the number of Asian 
migrants headed to regional destinations 
declined slightly 

 The report also said intraregional migrants to 
India largely come from neighbouring 
countries such as Bangladesh (3.1 million), 
Pakistan (1.1 million) and Nepal (0.5 million). 

9. d 

The bridge connects Hong Kong with that of mainland 
China 

10. b 

Zika is a viral infection, spread by mosquitoes. The 
vector is the Aedes aegypti mosquito, which also 
spreads dengue and chikungunya. Additionally, 
infected people can transmit Zika sexually. 

 

25-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
National Indicator Framework (NIF) 

1. Statistical indicators of NIF will help in 
scientific measurement of outcomes of 
policies in line with the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) 

2. The High Level Steering Committee 
which revies the NIF periodically will be 
headed by the Chief Statistician of India. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

2. Consider the following statements about 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure 
Development Fund (FIDF) 

1. It has a corpus of Rs.5000 crore 

2. It will provide concessional finance not 
only to to State Governments / UTs and 
State entities nut also to cooperatives, 
individuals and entrepreneurs for 
investment in fisheries sector 
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Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Train-18 

1. It can operate in self-propulsion module 
without a separate locomotive 

2. It is indigenously made in India 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 
Barak-8 missile 

1. It is a Long Range Surface-to-Air missile 

2. It is imported by Indian Navy from U.S 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 
Hurricanes 

1. La Nina has a direct impact over the 
hurricaness in the Atlantic Ocean 

2. Strong monsoons in the Indian Ocean 
can induce easterly winds which can 
cause heavy landslides in America 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

6. Which of the following objective(s) can be 
achieved by Telemedicines? 

1. Improved access to healthcare 

2. Cost efficiency 

3. Improved quality of healthcare 

4. Lesser rate of hospitalisation 

Select the answer using the codes given below. 

a.  1, 2, 3 only 

b.  2,3, 4 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3, 4 

 

7. Consider the following statements about 
Disqualification of Members of State 
Legislative Assemblies 

1. An MLA can be disqualified if he either 
voluntarily gives up the membership of 
his party or disobeys the directives of 
the party leadership on a vote 

2. The law specifies that the Presiding 
Officer should decide on a 
disqualification plea within 6 months 
from the the date of the plea. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8. Consider the following statements about 
Bharat Stage Emission Standards 

1. Usage of BS- IV is completely banned 
from April 2020 

2. Adopting BS VI norms will significantly 
bring down the level of Sulphur, and 
Nitrous oxides emissions from vehicles 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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9. Consider the folloiwng statements about the 
Aravalli range of mountains 

1. The Banas, Luni, Sakhi, and Sabarmati 
originate in this range 

2. They play a crucial role in keeping a 
check on the growth of the Great Indian 
Desert 

3. The Sariska Wildlife Sanctuary is 
located within its ranges 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) 

1. These are guidelines issued by Ministry 
of Finance to look into cases of 
insolvency and money laundering 

2. PCA can restrict a bank's lending limit 
and can prevent expansion activities 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. c 

The High Level Steering Committeefor periodically 
reviewing and refining the National Indicator 
Framework (NIF) for monitoring of Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) with associated targets was 
constituted recently 

2. b 

 The approval entails an estimated fund size of 
Rs.7,522 crore 

 It will be raised through Nodal Loaning 
Entities (NLEs), beneficiaries contribution and 
budgetary support from the Government of 
India 

 National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (NABARD), National 
Cooperatives Development Corporation 
(NCDC) and all scheduled Banks (hereinafter 
referred as Banks) shall be the nodal Loaning 
Entities. 

 3. Train 18 or T18 is first made-in-
India engine-less train  

 It is capable of running at a speed of up to 160 
kmph and can cut travel time by 15 per cent 
compared to the Shatabdi. 

 It is being regarded as a successor to the 30-
year-old Shatabdi Express and is set to hit the 
tracks for trials on October 29 

 The swanky 16-coach prototype was developed 
by the Chennai-based Integral Coach Factory 
in 18 months 

4. a 

 Barak- 8 is jointly developed by India and 
Israel 

 The Long-Range Surface-to-Air Missile (LR-
SAM) system is an operational Air and Missile 
Defence (AMD) system used by Israel's navy as 
well as by India's navy, air and land forces. 

 The system provides broad aerial and point 
defence against a wide range of threats to the 
marine arena from the air, sea or land. 

 The Navy had earlier placed a $630 million 
order to equip Barak 8 systems on four major 
warships and intends to have it as the standard 
fitment on all its future warships and also 
retrofit existing frontline ships in due course. 

 The Army and Air Force also inducting the 
land based variant of the LRSAM called the 
MRSAM (medium range SAM) 

5. c 

 According to a study, strong monsoons in the 
Indian Ocean can induce easterly winds that 
push Atlantic Ocean hurricanes westward, 
increasing the likelihood they will make 
landfall in the Americas 

 Scientists have traditionally relied on the La 
Nina cool phase of ENSO to make predictions 
about how strong a particular Atlantic 
hurricane season will be. 
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 However, seasonal forecasting based on La 
Nina had not been able to tell much about 
landfall caused in America. 

6. d 

7. a 

The law does not specify a time-period for the 
Presiding Officer to decide on a disqualification plea. 

8. b 

The Supreme Court Wednesday said no Bharat Stage 
IV vehicle shall be sold across the country with effect 
from April 1, 2020. So the sale of BS- IV vehicles is 
banned from April 2020, not usage of already existing 
vehicles. 

9. d 

10. b 

 PCA is primarily to take appropriate corrective 
action on weak and troubled banks issued by 
RBI 

 The RBI has put in place some trigger points to 
assess, monitor and control banks. 

 The trigger points are on the basis of CRAR (a 
metric to measure balance sheet strength), 
NPA and ROA (return on assets). 

 It prohibits them from undertaking fresh 
business activities such as opening branches, 
recruiting talent or lending to risky companies. 

 

 26-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Scheme for Promotion of Academic and 
Research Collaboration (SPARC) 

1. The objective of the scheme is to 
improve the research ecosystem of 
India‟s higher educational institutions 
through collaboration between Indian 
and renowned foreign institutions 

2. The All India Council for Technical 
Education (AICTE) is the national-level 
coordinator for this scheme 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Consider the following statements with 
respect to Judiciary 

1.  To look into a review petition is a 
discretionary right of the Court 

2. The review petition must be heard by 
the same bench of judges that delivered 
the original judgement or order 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Kawal Tiger Reserve which was in news 
recently 

1. The Krishna rivers flows through this 
sanctuary 

2. It is classified as a Southern Dry Mixed 
Deciduous forest 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 
Biocoal 

1. Biocoal is made from agricultural 
wastes and sawdust by high 
compression process without adding 
any chemical, glue or binder. 

2. They still emit smoke with sulphur and 
phosporous content and produce flyash 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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5. Consider the following statements about NRI 
Bonds 

1. They are issued by the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) 

2. They are viewed as helpful in increasing 
demand for the rupee and stabilising its 
value against the dollar. 

Which of the statement(s) is/are not true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) 

1. It was established jointly by Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 

2. The National Codex Committee has been 
constituted by the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India for 
keeping liaison with the CAC 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Consider the following statements about 
Trident Juncture 

1. It is a joint military exercise between 
members of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation 

2. It aims to affirm the policy of collective 
defence in the field of in the medium of 
air, land, sea and also cyberspace 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8. Which of the following tiger species is/ are 
extinct? 

1. Caspian TIger 

2. Javan Tiger 

3. Bali Tiger 

4. South China TIger 

Select the answer using the codes given below. 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2, 3,and 4 only 

c.  1, 2, 3, 4 

d.  1, 2, and 3 only 

  

9. Consider the following statements about 
Comptroller and Auditor General of India 
(CAG) 

1. The Indian Constitution provides for 
CAG as an Independent Office 

2. He presents three reports namely Audit 
report on appropriation accounts, Audit 
report on finance accounts and Audit 
report on public undertakings to the 
Parliament of India 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
Masala Bonds 

1. Masala Bonds are affected by the 
depreciation of rupee against the dollar 

2. Masala Bonds increase the international 
status of rupee and is a step toward full 
currency convertibility 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only2 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answers 

1. a 

 IIT-Kharagpur is the national coordinating 
institute of the Scheme for Promotion of 
Academic and Research Collaboration 
(SPARC) of the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development 

 The programme seeks to ―improve the 
research ecosystem of India‘s higher 
educational institutions by promoting 
academic and research collaboration between 
Indian institutions and best-in-class faculty 
and renowned research groups in foreign 
institutions‖ 

2. c 

 Under Article 145(e), the Supreme Court is 
authorized to make rules as to the conditions 
subject to which the court may review any 
judgement or order. 

 Under Supreme Court Rules, 1966 such a 
petition should be filed within 30 days from 
the date of judgement or order. 

 Review Petition is a discretionary right of 
court. The grounds for review are limited. 

3. : b 

 The Godavari and Kadam rivers flows through 
this sanctuary 

 This type of forest is attributed to relatively 
low rainfall. 

 It is located in Adilabad district of Telangana 

 It acts as the southern most tip of the Central 
Indian Tiger Landscape, one of the largest 
tiger landscapes in the world. 

4. a 

 Biocoal ensure  Clean burning – minimal 
smoke, creosote and ash.They do not emit 
smoke with sulfur or phosphorus and also fly 
ash, hence no need of pollution control 
equipment 

 They are 100% natural; no chemical, glue or 
binders used in product 

 They are environmentally friendly and 
POLLUTION-FREE fuel, using our renewable 
resources 

 They are Easy to handle and store 

5. a 

 They are issued by RBI to non-resident Indians 
who are interested in investing their money in 
India. 

 Since these bonds offer higher returns than 
other similar investments, they can be used as 
a tool to attract capital during times when 
other domestic assets fail to attract the interest 
of foreign investors. 

 NRI bonds could theoretically help increase 
demand for the rupee and stabilise its value 
against the dollar. 

 The actual effect of these bonds on the rupee, 
however, will depend on how attractive they 
are to NRIs. 

6. c 

7. c 

It will be held from 25 October to 7 November 2018 in 
Parts of Norway, and the surrounding areas of the 
North Atlantic and the Baltic Sea 

8. d 

 Six different sub-species of tigers exist today 

 It include the Bengal tiger, Amur tiger, South 
China tiger, Sumatran tiger, Indochinese tiger 
and Malayan tiger 

 Three other tiger subspecies have already gone 
extinct: the Caspian, Javan and Bali 
tigers. Key threats to tigers' survival include 
habitat loss and poaching. 

9. a 

 He presents three reports namely Audit report 
on appropriation accounts, Audit report on 
finance accounts and Audit report on public 
undertakings to the President of India 

 Articles 148 to 151 of the Constitution provides 
for the existence and functions of CAG 

 CAG helps the parliament/state legislatures 
hold their respective governments 
accountable. 

10. b 

Masala bonds are rupee-denominated bonds. 
Companies issuing masala bonds do not have to worry 
about rupee depreciation, which is usually a big worry 
while raising money in overseas markets. If the rupee 
weakens by the time the bonds come up for 
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redemption, the borrower (company) will need to shell 
out more rupees to repay the dollars. 

 

 27-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Manipuri dance 

1. The Manipuri dance depicts both 
'tandava' and 'lasya' elements  

2. The Kirtan form of congregational 
singing accompanies the dance which is 
known as Sankirtana in Manipur. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 

1. It is the principle organisation which 
has the task of enforcing the provisions 
of Foreign Exchange Management Act, 
1999 (FEMA) and Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) 

2. It is an autonomous agency which is 
independent of the Executives 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Food processing 

1. Dehydrators are useful technology 
which help in food processing and 
preservation 

2. Pradhan Mantri Kisan SAMPADA 
Yojana is a centrally sponsored 
comprehensive scheme in food 
processing 

 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements 
about Crime & Criminal Tracking Network and 
System (CCTNS)  

1. It is a nation-wide network which 
ensures both vertical and horizontal 
connectivity among police stations in 
the country 

2. It is implemented by National Crime 
Records bureau  

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Which of the following is/ are the listed 
objective(s) of Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana 
(SAGY)  

1. To improve the standard of living and 
quality of life of all sections of the 
population  

2. To generate models of local level 
development and effective local 
governance  

3. To improve education standards 
in government schools in those villages 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 2 only 

d.  1 and 3 only 
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6. Consider the following statements about P-8i 
aircraft 

1. It is a Long Range Maritime 
Reconnaissance Anti-Submarine 
Warfare (LRMR-ASW) aircraft 

2. It is being imported from U.S 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Consider the following statements 
about Pipeline to Peacekeeping Command 
Programme 

1. It is a programme of India and Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 

2. It gives specific focus on issues of 
conduct and discipline among the 
soldiers of the force including issues 
of sexual exploitation and abuse 

Which of the statement(s) is/are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8. Consider the following statements about 
migratory birds 

1. Nalabana Bird Sanctuary and 
Mangalajodi are two important sites in 
Chilka lake known for large arrival of 
migratory birds 

2. Arrival of migratory birds have reduced 
due to the Titli cyclone which impacted 
the eastern coast of India  

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9. Consider the following statements 
about Impactful Policy Research in Social 
Science (IMPRESS) scheme 

1. It is a scheme under Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment 

2. The Indian Council of Social Science 
Research (ICSSR) is the implementing 
agency of this scheme 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
Parkinson's disease 

1. It is a neuro de-generative disease 

2. It increases the level of Dopamine 
secretion in the brain  

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 Manipuri, one of the main styles of Classical 
Dances originated in the picturesque and 
secluded state of Manipur 

 It is purely religious. The important theme of 
this dance is Ras leela 

2. a 

 ED works under Department of Revenue, 
Ministry of Finance 

 FEMA is a civil law while PMLA is a criminal 
law. ED has powers with respect to both these 
legislations 

3. a 

 Dehydrators are useful in food proessing, 
storage exporting 
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 SAMPADA yojana is a central sector scheme 
implemented by Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries 

4. a 

Law and Order is a state subject. CCTNS has to be 
implemented by respective State Governments 

5. c 

The objetives of SAGY scheme are 

1. To trigger processes which lead to holistic 
development of the identified Gram 
Panchayats. 

2. To substantially improve the standard of living 
and quality of life of all sections of the 
population. 

3. To generate models of local level development 
and effective local governance which can 
motivate and inspire neighbouring Gram 
Panchayats to learn and adapt 

4. To nurture the identified Adarsh Grams as 
schools of local development to train other 
Gram Panchayats. 

6. c 

7. b 

 India has donated 300,000 dollar to 
this programme to train commanders for UN 
peacekeeping  

 India's contribution will be used with a specific 
focus on issues of conduct and discipline  

 This programme will be the first of its kind 
with a focus on issues of conduct and sexual 
exploitation and abuse,  

8. c 

9. b 

 It is under the aegis of Ministry of HRD 

 It aims to promote policy research in social 
science. 

 The objective is to identify and fund research 
proposals in social sciences with maximum 
impact on the governance and society. 

10. a 

 It is a disorder of the central nervous system 
that affects movement, often including 
tremors. 

 Dopamine is a chemical that sends behavioural 
signals from the brain to the body. 

 Nerve cell damage in the brain causes 
dopamine levels to drop, leading to the 
symptoms of Parkinson's 

 

29-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana 

1. It is a pension Scheme announced by the 
Government of India exclusively for the 
senior citizens aged 60 years and above 

2. It is a Central Sector Scheme, fully 
funded by the Central Government 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Which of the following statements about 
Electoral Bonds is/are true? 

1. They are seen an alternative to cash 
donations made to political parties 

2. They can be purchased by any citizen of 
India or a body established in India only 

3. State Bank of India is the only 
authorised bank to issue such bonds 

4. An electoral bond will be valid for 30 
days from the date of issue. 

Select the answer using the codes given below. 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2, 3, 4 only 

c.  1, 2, 3 only 

d.  1, 2, 3, 4 only 

 

3. Consider the following statements about 
Vishakha guidelines 

1. It served as a framework based on 
which the Sexual Harassment of 
Women at Workplace (Prevention, 



 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com        |      www.iasparliament.com 

Prohibition and Redressal) Act of 2013 
was enacted 

2. The guidelines which was given by the 
Supreme Court applies to both private 
and public enterprises 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 
  

4. Consider the following statements about 
Agalega Islands which was in news recently 

1. It is one of the strategic locations for 
India where it is involved in 
upgradation of infrastructure for 
improving sea and air connectivity 

2. It belongs to Maldives 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following statements about RO-
PAX ferry service 

1. It connects Ghogha in Saurashtra and 
Dahej in south Gujarat through the Gulf 
of Cambay 

2. It is an exclusive passenger 
transportaion system which aims to cut 
the travel distance from 300 km by road 
to 30 km by sea 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
Reserve bank of India 

1. It became fully owned government 
entity since nationalisation in 1949 

2. It is responsible to regulate the issue of 
Bank notes and keeping of reserves with 
a view to securing monetary stability in 
India 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Which of the following items is/ are part of 
UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity? 

1. Kalbelia folk songs 

2. Ramman 

3. Ramlila 

4. Kathakali 

5. Chauu dance 

Select the answer using the codes given below. 

a.  1, 2, 3, 5 

b.  2, 3, 4, 5 

c.  1, 2, 3 

d.  1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

 

8. Consider the following statements about 
Talwar class frigates 

1. They can perform both anti- submarine 
and anti- surface ship operations 

2. The Talwar class guided missile frigates 
are modified Krivak III class frigates 
from Russia. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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9. Consider the following statements about 
Smart Electricity Metres 

1. They provide real-time information 
about the electricity usage through a 
mobile app 

2. The pilot project to set up Smart Metres 
in India was carried out by Central 
Electricity Authority (CEA) of India with 
assistance from Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
Feral Horses which was in news recently 

1. They are species completely exotic to 
Indian ecosystem 

2. They pose a great threat to the 
population of blackbuck antelope 
species found in forests of 
Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true?  

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 ―Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana‖ is a scheme for 
providing Physical Aids and Assisted-living 
Devices for Senior citizens belonging to BPL 
category 

 The scheme is implemented through the sole 
implementing agency Artificial Limbs 
Manufacturing Corporation (ALIMCO), a PSU 
working under the aegis of Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment 

2. c 

 An electoral bond will be valid for 15 days from 
the date of issue. No payment would be made 
to any payee political party if the bond is 
deposited after expiry of the validity period 

 Registered political parties that have secured 
not less than 1 per cent of the votes polled in 
the last election of the Lok Sabha or legislative 
assembly will be eligible to receive electoral 
bonds. 

 SBI is the only authorised bank to issue such 
bonds. A person being an individual can buy 
electoral bonds, either singly or jointly, with 
other individuals. 

3. c 

 Vishaka Guidelines was laid down by the 
Hon‘ble Supreme Court in Vishaka and Others 
Vs. State of Rajasthan and Others case (JT 
1997(7) SC 384) 

 The Supreme Court is scheduled to hear a 
PIL petition to extend the Vishakha guidelines 
against sexual harassment in workplace to 
ashrams, madrasas and Catholic institutions. 

 The Vishakha guidelines introduced by the 
apex court in 1997 were evolved into a 
parliamentary law called the Sexual 
Harassment of Women at Workplace 
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act of 
2013. 

 The guidelines state that 'All employers or 
persons in charge of work place whether in 
public or private sector should take 
appropriate steps to prevent sexual 
harassment.' 

4. a 

 It belongs to Mauritius 

 In 2015,an MoU was signed between India and 
Mauritius with respect to Agalega Islands. The 
MoU provided for ―setting up and upgradation 
of infrastructure for improving sea and air 
connectivity‖ and enhancing ―capabilities of 
the Mauritian Defence Forces in safeguarding 
their interests in the Outer Island. 

 However, since then, there have been protests 
carried out by the locals over the Indian naval 
and coastguard‘s interests in setting up 
transponder systems and surveillance 
infrastructure 

5. a 
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 It is used for both passenger and goods 
movement. The ferry can carry around 60 
trucks, five to seven buses, 35-40 cars and an 
equal number of bikes in addition to 525 
passengers 

 It cuts the distance between Ghogha and Dahej 
via sea route to just 30 kilometres when 
compared to 300 kilometres by road, and the 
travel time from 10-12 hours (by road) to 1.5 
hours (by sea). 

6. c 

 The Reserve Bank of India was established on 
April 1, 1935 in accordance with the provisions 
of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934. 

 Though originally privately owned, since 
nationalisation in 1949, the Reserve Bank is 
fully owned by the Government of India. 

 The Preamble of the Reserve Bank of India 
describes the basic functions of the Reserve 
Bank as 

o "to regulate the issue of Bank notes 
and keeping of reserves with a view to 
securing monetary stability in India 
and generally to operate the currency 
and credit system of the country to its 
advantage; to have a modern monetary 
policy framework to meet the 
challenge of an increasingly complex 
economy, to maintain price stability 
while keeping in mind the objective of 
growth." 

7. a 

The following are the UNESCO Intangible assets in 
India 

 Ramlila- the traditional performance of the 
Ramayana 

 Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre 

 Tradition of Vedic Chanting 

 Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre 
of the Garhwal Himalayas. 

 Chhau dance 

 Kalbelia folk dance and songs of Rajasthan 

 Mudiyettu,ritual theatre and dance drama of 
kerala. 

 The Buddhist chanting of Ladakh 

 Sankirtana –the ritual singing, drumming, and 
dancing of Manipur 

 The traditional brass and copper craft of 
utensil making among the Thatheras of 
Jandiala Guru, Punjab. 

 Yoga and Norouz 

8. c 

 The Talwar class of frigates of Indian Navy 
have been built in Russia under an Indo-
Russian joint production. 

 The Talwar Class has a displacement of 4,000 
tons and speed of 30 knots and is capable of 
accomplishing a wide variety of naval 
missions, primarily, finding and eliminating 
enemy submarines and large surface ships. 

 Due to the use of stealth technologies and a 
special hull design, the resulting frigate 
features reduced radar cross section (RCS) as 
well as electromagnetic, acoustic and infrared 
signatures. 

9. a 

 ADB gave USD 200 million loan for Energy 
Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) to 
implement various demand-side energy 
efficiency projects in India 

 As part of it , EESL implemented the smart 
meters with satellite communication 
technology in a village in Varanasi where as 
many as 5,000 households  

 Asian Development Bank (ADB) is planning to 
scale up a satellite-based smart meters project 
nation-wide, as it finds it to be a win-win 
solution for several stakeholders 

 Smart meters also provide real-time 
information about the electricity usage 
through a mobile app, so consumers can detect 
any wastage and optimise electricity 
consumption to save money 

10. b 

 Feral horses are not exotic to India. 

 They are once-domesticated animals were 
abandoned by the owners in the surrounding 
villages. 

 They are found in good numbers the Dibru-
Saikhowa National Park and Biosphere reserve 
of Assam, in north-east India and also Point 
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Calimere Wildlife and Bird Sanctuary in 
Nagapattinam district 

 

30-10-2018 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Black Boxes 

1. They are electronic flight data recorders 
which are generally placed in the rear 
side of a plane 

2. They provide useful information during 
events of aircrash which help in finding 
out the reason behind them 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Consider the following statements about the 
Living Planet Report 

1. It is published by WWF 

2. It notes that from in the last 44 years, 
60 per cent of all animals vertebrates 
were wiped out by human activity 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

3. Consider the following statements about 
Agricultural Produce Market Committee 
(APMC) 

1. The Central government has a larger 
role than the State goverments in 
regulating the APMCs 

2. National Agriculture Market (NAM) is a 
pan-India electronic trading portal 
which networks the existing APMC 
mandis to create a unified national 
market for agricultural commodities 

 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. The Vienna Declaration and Programme of 
Action is to do with 

a. Global Warming 

b. Cross-border Terrorism 

c. Curbing illegal trade of species 

d. Human Rights 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 
Currency Swap Agreement 

1. It is a useful agreement in the backdrop 
of the persistant depreciation of Indian 
rupee 

2. India and Oman agreed to enter into a 
bilateral swap arrangement of 75 billion 
USD recently 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6. Consider the following statements about 
Dornier aircraft 

1. It is indigenously made multi-role 
fighter aircraft 

2. The Indian Coast Guard has a fleet of 
Dornier aricraft 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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7. Consider the following statements about 
Water Hyacinth 

1. It belongs to the tropical and sub-
tropical America 

2. It reduces the level of water in the 
waterbody where it grows 

3. It is proliferated by the discharge of 
industrial wastes and sewage into water 
bodies 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

8. Consider the following statements with 
respect to poverty in India 

1. The Multidimensional Poverty Index is 
given by the World Bank and Oxford 
Poverty and Human Development 
Initiative (OPHI) 

2. It identified poor nutrition as the largest 
contributor to India‟s multidimensional 
poverty 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

  

9. Consider the following statements about 
Moths 

1. They were found to be largely 
responsible for the process of 
pollination in flowering plants in the 
Himalayas. 

2. Light pollution is the main reasons for 
the decline of their population. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
Lagrangian Points 

1. It is a location in space where the 
combined gravitational forces of two 
large bodies equal the centrifugal force 
felt by a much smaller third body. 

2. There are six Lagrange points around 
major bodies such as a planet or a star. 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 Black boxes are electronic flight data 
recorders. 

 Their role is to keep detailed track of on-flight 
information, recording all flight data such as 
altitude, position and speed as well as all pilot 
conversations. 

 It is common for many civil airliners to have 
multiple devices to carry out these tasks so that 
information can be gathered more easily in the 
event of a failure. 

 In most instances, they are used to help in the 
diagnosis of what may have been the likely 
cause of an accident. 

2. c 

Vertebrates are animals with a backbone — fish, birds, 
amphibians, reptiles and mammals 

3. b 

 Agricultural Produce Market Committee 
(APMC) is a statutory market committee 
constituted by a State Government under the 
Agricultural Produce Market Committee Act 
issued by that state government. 

 Under Constitution of India, agricultural 
marketing is a state (provincial) subject. 
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 While intra-state trades fall under the 
jurisdiction of state governments, inter-state 
trading comes under Central or Federal 
Government. Thus, agricultural markets are 
established and regulated mostly under the 
various State APMC Acts. 

4. d 

It is a declaration on Human Rights adopted by the 
World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna on 25 
June 1993 

5. a 

 India and Japan agreed to enter into a bilateral 
swap arrangement of 75 billion USD 

 It will help India battle a steep drop in the 
rupee‘s value 

 Under the arrangement, India can acquire 
dollars from Japan in exchange for 
rupees.Conversely, Japan can also seek dollars 
from India in exchange for yen. The 
arrangement will be used only when required, 
and will help meet short-term liquidity 
mismatches. 

6. b 

 It is highly versatile multi-purpose light 
transport aircraft designed for maritime 
surveillance 

 The ICG is also the nodal agency in India for 
maritime pollution response. 

 The Coast Guard has a fleet of Dornier aircraft 
which plays a pivotal role in maritime 
surveillance. 

7. d 

The thick layer that a mature plant creates on the 
surface of water bodies can be up to two metres high 
and this cuts off light and oxygen affecting the flora 
and fauna. Water that it sucks up then evaporates and 
this leads to an increased loss of water. 

8. b 

 The United Nations development 
Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford 
Poverty and Human Development Initiative 
(OPHI) developed a new version of the global 
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI). 

 Poor nutrition was the largest contributor to 
India‘s multidimensional poverty while 
insufficient access to clean water and child 
mortality contributed the least. Relatively few 

people experienced deprivations in school 
attendance. 

9. c 

 Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) has recently 
conducted a study on moths. 

 It revealed that moth insects are acting as 
pollinators to a number of flowering plants in 
the Himalayan ecosystem. 

 The insect order Lepidoptera comprises the 
butterflies, moths, and skippers 

 One of main reasons for the decline is light 
pollution i.e an increase in artificial light in 
moth habitats. 

10. a 

 There are five Lagrange points around major 
bodies such as a planet or a star 

 A Lagrange point is a location in space where 
the combined gravitational forces of two large 
bodies, such as Earth and the sun or Earth and 
the moon, equal the centrifugal force felt by a 
much smaller third body. 

 The interaction of the forces creates a point of 
equilibrium where a spacecraft may be 
"parked" to make observations. 

 

31-10-2018 

 

1. Consider the following statements about 
Financial Stability and Development Council 
(FSDC) 

1. It is a body created by executive 
resolution to look into issues of 
financial stability 

2. It is headed by the Chief Economic 
Advisor 

Which of the statements is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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2. Consider the following statements about Air 
Pollution 

1. The 'Air Pollution and Child Health' is a 
flagship report of World Health 
Organisation (WHO) 

2. According to the report, 73 per cent of 
the world‟s children under the age of 15 
breathe polluted air 

3. The report highlights that children are 
particularly vulnerable to the effects of 
air pollution because they breathe more 
rapidly than adults 

Which of the statements is/ are true? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

3. Right to Education is a 

a.  Constitutional Rught 

b.  Legal Right 

c.  Fundamental Right 

d.  Natural Right 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 
Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty 

1. It is part of the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) 

2. Under the treaty, the parties agreed not 
to develop or deploy any ground-based, 
air-launched and sea-based ballistic and 
cruise missiles in the ranges between 
500 and 5,500 km. 

Which of the statements is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 

5. Consider the following statements about 
AstroSat 

1. It is India‟s first dedicated multi 
wavelength space observatory. 

2. Its objectives include understanding 
high energy processes in binary star 
systems containing neutron stars and 
black holes 

3. It was launched with the help of PSLV-
C30 

Which of the statements is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

6. Arrange the following countries from West 
to East direction 

1. Botswana 

2. Zimbabwe  

3. Malawi 

Select the answer using the codes given below 

a.  2-3-1 

b.  3-1-2 

c.  1-3-2 

d.  1-2-3 

 

7. Consider the following statements about INS 
Tarangini 

1. It participated in the seven month long 
sailing event across the world called 
“Lokayan 18” 

2. It is Indian Navy‟s first Sail Training 
Ship built in the Mazagon Shipyard 

Which of the statements is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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8. Consider the following statements about 
Mega Foodparks Scheme 

1. It works on Cluster approach and 
envisages creation of state of art 
support infrastructure in a well defined 
agriculturural or horticultural zone 

2. The scheme envisages capital grant of 
50 and 75 per cent of the project cost 
(excluding land cost) in general areas 
and in difficult and hilly areas 
respectively subject to a maximum of 
Rs. 50 crore 

Which of the statements is/ are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9. The UNSC Resolutions 1189, 1214, 1267 are 
all related to? 

 a.  Protection of Refugees 

 b.  Human Rights Violation 

 c.  Prevention of Child Labour 

 d.  Prevention of Global Terrorism 

 

10. Consider the following statements about 
'Air Pollution in Asia and the Pacific: Science-
based Solutions' 

1. It was recently released by United 
Nations Environment Programme 

2. It notes that indoor air pollution is 
contributing as much as 22-52 per cent 
to the country‟s ambient air pollution 

3. It identifies Air pollution to be a 
potential factor which can reduce the 
amount of rainfall in the country 

Which of the statement(s) is/ are true? 

a.  2 and 3 only 

b.  3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

Answers 

1. a 

1. The Council is chaired by the Union Finance 
Minister 

2. Its members include the heads of the financial 
sector regulatory authorities (i.e, SEBI, IRDA, 
RBI, PFRDA and FMC) , Finance Secretary 
and/or Secretary, Department of Economic 
Affairs (Ministry of Finance), Secretary, 
(Department of Financial Services, Ministry of 
Finance) and the Chief Economic Adviser. 

3. The Financial Stability and Development 
Council (FSDC) has been constituted vide GOI 
notification dated 30th December, 2010. 

2. c 

 According to the report, every day around 93 
per cent of the world‘s children under the age 
of 15 years (1.8 billion children) breathe air 
that is so polluted it puts their health and 
development at serious risk. 

 The report is being launched on the eve of 
WHO‘s first ever Global Conference on Air 
Pollution and Health in Geneva. 

3. c 

The Constitution (Eighty-sixth Amendment) Act, 2002 
inserted Article 21-A in the Constitution of India to 
provide free and compulsory education of all children 
in the age group of six to fourteen years as 
a Fundamental Right in such a manner as the State 
may, by law, determine. 

4. d 

 Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty was concluded in 1987 by Presidents 
Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev. 

 Under the INF treaty, the US and Soviet Union 
agreed not to develop, produce, possess or 
deploy any ground-based ballistic and cruise 
missiles that have a range between 500 and 
5,500 km. 

 It exempted the air-launched and sea-based 
missile systems in the same range. 

 The INF treaty helped address the fears of an 
imminent nuclear war in Europe. 

 It also built some trust between Washington 
and Moscow and contributed to the end of the 
Cold War. 
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5. d 

 ASTROSAT is India‘s first dedicated multi 
wavelength space observatory. 

 This scientific satellite mission endeavours for 
a more detailed understanding of our 
universe.  

 One of the unique features of ASTROSAT 
mission is that enables the simultaneous 
multi-wavelength observations of various 
astronomical objects with a single satellite. 

 ASTROSAT with a lift-off mass of about 1513 
kg was launched into a 650 km orbit inclined 
at an angle of 6 deg to the equator by PSLV-
C30. 

 The scientific objectives of ASTROSAT mission 
are: 

o To understand high energy processes 
in binary star systems containing 
neutron stars and black holes 

o Estimate magnetic fields of neutron 
stars 

o Study star birth regions and high 
energy processes in star systems lying 
beyond our galaxy 

o Detect new briefly bright X-ray 
sources in the sky 

o Perform a limited deep field survey of 
the Universe in the Ultraviolet region 

6. d 

 

 

 

 

7. a 

INS Tarangini is Indian Navy‘s first Sail Training Ship 
(STS). She was built in Goa Shipyard and 
commissioned on 11 Nov 1997. 

8. c 

 The Mega Food Park Scheme is based on 
―Cluster‖ approach 

 It envisages creation of state of art support 
infrastructure in a well-defined agri / 
horticultural zone for setting up of modern 
food processing units in the industrial plots 
provided in the park with well-established 
supply chain. 

 Mega food park typically consist of supply 
chain infrastructure including collection 
centers, primary processing centers, central 
processing centers, cold chain and around 30-
35 fully developed plots for entrepreneurs to 
set up food processing units. 

9. d 

10. a 

 It was recently released by World Health 
Organisation (WHO) 

 It was released in the World Health 
Organisation‘s (WHO) first global conference 
on air pollution and health in Geneva 

 The report states that the presence of 
particulate matter 2.5 (PM 2.5), a deadly tiny 
pollutant, can affect precipitation patterns 
during monsoon in India 

 The much-needed mitigation measure that 
India needs to ensure is provision of clean 
household energy 

 


