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Rule 267 of the Council of States
Why in news?

The Opposition’s demand for a ‘Short Duration Discussion’ under Rule 267 to take up the
Manipur issue was declined in Rajya Sabha.

What is Rule 267 in the Rajya Sabha?

» Rule 267 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Council of
States gives special power to a Rajya Sabha member to suspend the pre-decided
agenda of the House.

 This comes with the approval of the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.

» Under this rule, Rajya Sabha MPs can give a written notice to suspend all listed
business and discuss an issue of importance the country is facing.

« If an issue is admitted under Rule 267, it signifies it’s the most important national
issue of the day.

» Also, the government will have to respond to the matter by replying during the
discussions under Rule 267.

» No other form of discussion entails suspension of other business.
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Rule 267

“Any member, may, with the consent of the Chairman, move that any rule may

be suspended in its application to a motion related to the business listed before

the Council of that day and if the motion is carried, the rule in question shall be
suspended for the time being.”
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Why has Rule 267 been a contentious issue?

» Recently, 12 MPs from 8 opposition parties including Leader of opposition submitted
notice under Rule 267 demanding suspension of business in the upper house to discuss
Manipur issue.

« Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar, the ex-officio chairperson of the Rajya Sabha,
declined the notice under 267 saying he will accept the notices on merit.

» The Opposition has complained that none of its notices under Rule 267 are being taken
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up.

e The last time a discussion under Rule 267 was accepted was in November 2016 when
Md. Hamid Ansari was the chairperson.

« It was summoned to discuss demonetisation.

 After 2016, no notice under Rule 267 had been allowed by the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha.

e M Venkaiah Naidu (predecessor to present Chairman) also did not accept any
discussion under Rule 267 during his five-year tenure from 2017 to 2022.

Not a single notice under the rule 267 moved by the Opposition has been
accepted in the last Winter Session of the Parliament.

» Precedence - The Chairman’s rulings constitute precedents which are of a binding

nature.
e There were 11 instances between 1990 up till 2016 that this rule was invoked for

various discussions.

(1987 -1092) 4 times (between 1990 to 1992)

[ Shankar Dayal Sharma

*The Jammu and Kashmir situation

+The 66th Constitution Amendment Bill, {Land Reforms- Ninth Schedule)
+The Gulf War situation

*The demolition of the Ayodhya temple

Bhairon Sigh Shekawat
(2z002-2007) 3 times (In 2004)
«Issues of corruption

+Consideration and return of the Appropriation (Railways) No. 3 Bill
«Consideration and return of the Appropriation {No.3)

Hamid Ansari
(2007-2012 & 2012-2017) 4 times

*Role of CBI in Coalgate scam

»Attack on the secular fabric of the country
*Agrarian crisis

»Demonetisation of currency

What is Rule 176?

e Short Duration Discussion - Rules 176-179 of the Rajya Sabha explains about the
short duration discussion.

e Rule 176 - Any member can raise discussion on a matter of urgent public importance
and may give notice in writing to the Secretary-General specifying clearly and
precisely the matter to be raised.

« If the Chairman is satisfied, that the matter is urgent and is of sufficient public
importance to be raised in the Council at an early date, he may admit the notice and



fix the date for discussion.

» Mandates - The notice should be accompanied by an explanatory note stating reasons
for raising discussion on the matter in question.

» Provided further that the notice should be supported by the signatures of at least two
other members.

» Time - The time for discussion under Rule 176 should not exceed two and a half hours.

» The matter can be taken up immediately, within a few hours or even the next day
under Rule 176.

» However, there is no formal motion or voting shall be held under a short-duration
discussion.

On the first day of the monsoon session while the Opposition wanted to discuss
Manipur under the Rule 267, the government was ‘keen and agreeable’ for
discussion under Rule 176 said the RS Chairman.

What are the other ways for MPs to question the government?

» There are other ways to question the government and seek a response other than Rule
267 and Rule 176.

e Question Hour - MPs can ask questions related to any issue during the Question
Hour in which the concerned minister has to provide oral or written answers.

e Zero Hour - Every day, 15 MPs are allowed to raise issues of their choice in the Zero
Hour.

» Special Mention - An MP can even raise it during Special Mention where Chairman
can allow up to 7 Special Mentions daily.
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