
 

 



 
 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com   |   www.iasparliament.com 

 

2 

 

I N D E X 
 

EPW JUNE 2019 

 

1. Fixed Fate, Free Will ............................................................................... 3 

2. Exit Polls & Sensex .................................................................................. 4 

3. A Game of Gestures ................................................................................. 4 

4. Separation of the Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius .......................... 5 

5. Striking Out ............................................................................................. 6 

 



 
 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com   |   www.iasparliament.com 

 

3 

EPW JUNE 2019 

1. FIXED FATE, FREE WILL 

Why in news?  

The governing council of the NITI Aayog had 

called for the reforms in Essential 

Commodities Act (ECA).  

What is ECA? 

 The ECA was enacted way back in 

1955.  

 It has been used by the Government 

to regulate the production, supply and 

distribution of a list of commodities it 

declares „essential‟. 

 The aim is to make them available to 

consumers at fair prices. 

 The list of items under the Act include 

drugs, fertilisers, pulses and edible 

oils, and petroleum and petroleum 

products.  

 The Centre can alter the list as and 

when the need arises. 

 If the Centre finds that a certain 

commodity is in short supply and its 

price is spiking, it can notify stock-

holding limits on it.  

 Anybody trading or dealing in a 

commodity are prevented from 

stockpiling it beyond a certain 

quantity. 

 This improves supplies and brings 

down prices.  

 A State can, however, choose not to 

impose any restrictions.  

What are the pros and cons of ECA? 

 Pros - The ECA gives consumers 

protection against irrational spikes in 

prices of essential commodities. 

 It cracks down on hoarders and 

black-marketeers. 

 Cons - Almost all crops are seasonal. 

 Therefore ensuring round-the-clock 

supply requires adequate build-up of 

stocks during the season.  

 So, it may not always be possible to 

differentiate between genuine stock 

build-up and speculative hoarding.  

 Also, there can be genuine shortages 

triggered by weather-related 

disruptions. 

 So, if prices are always monitored, 

farmers may have no incentive to 

farm. 

 With frequent stock limits, traders 

also may have no reason to invest in 

storage infrastructure.  

 Also, food processing industries need 

to maintain large stocks to run their 

operations smoothly.  

Why is NITI Aayog calling for relaxation? 

 ECA is seen as a deterrent for market 

integration. 

 Its relaxation would imply that excess 

demand (supply) and hence price 

signals from one market will be 

transmitted to other markets.  
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 In other words, farmers will get the 

right price for their produce, while 

increase in availability will give (price).  

2. EXIT POLLS & SENSEX 

Why in news? 

Sensex has, for the first time, crossed the 

40,000 mark after the exit polls were 

announced.  

What are the reasons? 

 The major policy pronouncements 

parties could not drive the stock 

markets.  

 Stock market movements mainly 

factor in two components 

 immediate unexpected shocks to the 

system, and  

 long-term fundamentals of the 

corporations whose stocks are being 

traded.  

 The key short-term factor was the 

comfortable majority predicted in 

favour of the ruling NDA government.  

 The long-term was about the political 

stability of a majority government 

because it can provide a predictable 

business climate.  

 It gives corporates a lot of hope in 

favour of market-friendly economic 

reforms.  

 Big ticket disinvestment of public 

sector units or labour market reforms 

of the government are some of the 

steps that the big corporates are 

expecting.  

 Another factor is partly driven by the 

IMF predictions of India being one of 

the fastest-growing economies in the 

world. 

 Further there has been a huge net 

inflow of foreign portfolio investment 

in 2019 so far.  

 Part of this inflow was to do with push 

factors like Sino–United States (US) 

trade war, bleak economy recovery in 

the US, expectation of an easing of the 

monetary policy in the US which 

would lead to a decline in the US bond 

yields etc. 

 The huge rise isalso partly because of 

a relatively lower base, as a result of 

adverse global economic and trade 

predictions.  

3. A GAME OF GESTURES 

What is the issue? 

Far from being a matter of any substance, 

the promotion of Hindi is a mere posture. 

How did the three-language formula 

evolved? 

 The three-language formula was first 

brought into the domain of policy 

drafting by the Education Commission 

(1964–66), chaired by D S Kothari.  

 The commission‟s report says that the 

three-language formula was devised 

by the Central Advisory Board of 

Education in 1956 and approved in a 

somewhat simplified form by the 

Conference of Chief Ministers in 1961. 
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 The elaborate section on language in 

the Kothari Commission‟s report 

demonstrates its struggle to balance 

educational considerations with 

political compulsions.  

What are the factors have contributed to 

this situation.  

 The lack of motivation for the study of 

an additional modern Indian language 

in the Hindi areas 

 The resistance to the study of Hindi in 

the non-Hindi areas 

 The heavy cost and effort involved in -

providing for the teaching of the 

second and the third languages for 

five to six years. 

What is its validity? 

 The students in many areas have 

gained very little because of the 

unreal situation in which most of 

them studied it. 

 Kothari report said that it strongly felt 

that the study of three languages at 

the elementary stage will interfere 

considerably with the development of 

the child‟s mastery over his mother 

tongue and with his intellectual 

growth. 

 It placed greatest emphasis on the 

learning of one‟s own language, and 

the study of additional languages has 

to be kept at the minimum. 

 

4. SEPARATION OF THE CHAGOS 

ARCHIPELAGO FROM 
MAURITIUS 

Why in news? 

The International Court of Justice has 

delivered its judgment in the matter of the 

separation of the Chagos archipelago from 

Mauritius.  

What is the background of the 
Controversy 

 Mauritius and its dependent islands 

used to be a colony of the UK till 

1968.  

 In 1964, during its deliberations with 

the UK, the United States (US) 

expressed its interest to establish a 

military communication facility on 

Diego Garcia, the principal island of 

the Chagos Archipelago.  

 This led to discussions between the 

UK and the representatives of the 

colony of Mauritius on the question of 

the detachment of the Chagos 

Archipelago from Mauritius.  

 In 1965, an agreement called “the 

Lancaster House Agreement” was 

entered into between the UK and 

representatives of Mauritius wherein 

Mauritian representatives agreed in 

principle to the detachment of the 

Chagos Archipelago in lieu of,inter 

alia, a sum of £3 million with the 

condition that the archipelago would 

be returned to Mauritius when the 

need for the military facilities on the 

islands disappeared. In November 

1965, a colony, known as the British 
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Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT) 

consisting of the Chagos Archipelago, 

was established by the UK.  

 The US and the UK concluded an 

agreement for the establishment of a 

military base by the US on the Chagos 

Archipelago which also led to the 

deportation of the inhabitants of 

Chagos (Chagossians) who were also 

prevented from returning.  

 In March 1968, Mauritius became an 

independent state and on 26 April 

1968, it was admitted to membership 

of the United Nations (UN). 

 In June 2017, in furtherance of Article 

96 of the statute of ICJ,1 the General 

Assembly of the UN adopted a 

resolution (Resolution 71/292) 

requesting an advisory opinion from 

the court. 

What is ICJ's present opinion? 

 The ICJ rejected the contention that 

the issue did not fall within its 

jurisdiction, as it was a bilateral 

matter for the two countries. 

 ICJ concluded that the decolonisation 

of Mauritius was not lawfully 

completed due to Britain‟s continued 

administration of the isalnd. 

 It said that any detachment of part of 

a colony had to be based on the “freely 

expressed and genuine will” of the 

people. 

 So the continued administration 

amounted to a “wrongful act” and 

inconsistent with the right to the 

people of “self determination.” 

 Moreover, the U.S. base‟s construction 

led to the displacement of some 1,500 

people who have been unable to 

return to the islands. 

 It was thus noted that the original 

agreement had not allowed for third 

party involvement in the territory. 

 In all, Britain has to end its 

administration of the Chagos 

Archipelago and complete the process 

of decolonisation of Mauritius. 

5. STRIKING OUT 

What is the issue? 

Doctors need to go beyond demanding 

security to address violence against 

healthcare workers. 

What is the recent problem? 

 There was an attack on two doctors by 

a deceased patient‟s relatives in a 

Kolkata hospital. 

 The subsequent events snowballed 

into a nationwide strike by doctors 

last week. 

 The ultimatum from the chief minister 

led to the resignation of many senior 

doctors in the city and protests by 

doctors all over the country, 

culminating in a nationwide strike. 

 While the demands of the doctors for 

more security and safety measures 

and a strong law are justified, these 

will work only as stop-gap measures. 
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What is the validity of the demand? 

 The striking doctors in Kolkata also 

demanded the setting up of a 

grievance cell and the passing of a 

central law prohibiting violence 

against healthcare workers (HCWs). 

 While there already does exist such a 

law in West Bengal, as well as in 

many other states, that makes 

violence against HCWs a punishable 

offence, it has clearly been left 

unimplemented by the government.  

 Recent studies have shown that 

incidents of violence faced by doctors 

and other medical personnel are 

becoming increasingly common, not 

only in India but globally.  

 In the absence of grievance redressal 

mechanisms and shortage of human 

resources to handle the situation, 

confrontations between HCWs and 

these helpless patients are likely to 

result in flared tempers, and violence 

is apt to ensue. 

What are the other issues HCWs face? 

 From dealing with inadequate medical 

infrastructure and resources, to being 

overworked in public hospitals, the 

workplaces of doctors have become 

high-pressure environments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Further, a highly corporatised system 

that tends more to the business of 

healthcare now has changed the ethos 

of the system. 

 In this context, the doctors‟ demands 

at all such protests and strikes over 

the years being limited to security 

measures have been rather short-

sighted.  

 The real problem lies at the systemic 

level and issues need to be tackled at 

that very same level.  

 In order to do this, the government 

needs to first ensure the 

implementation of the law on HCWs‟ 

protection.  

 It also needs to implement the clinical 

establishments act, budget for ample 

human and other resources, and see 

to it that all healthcare 

establishments follow the basic norms 

as laid out in the law.  

 

 


