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IDSA JUNE 2020

1. STRATEGIC POTENTIAL OF 

ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS 

What is the issue?  

In recent years, India has adopted a 

proactive policy aimed at transforming the 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands, a tri-services 

command. 

What is the strategic importance of A&N 

islands? 

 Strategically located, the A&N Islands, 

larger than several island countries in 

themselves, are an asset in India's 

defence and strategic calculus.  

 The A&N Islands are at the 

intersection of the Indian Ocean and 

the South China Sea, and further to 

the Pacific Ocean, an important 

fulcrum of the strategic concept of the 

Indo-Pacific.  

 The Islands straddle Duncan‟s 

Passage and the Ten Degree Channel, 

The Preparis Channel and Six Degree 

Channel are located to the north and 

south of the Island chain, 

respectively. 

 All these passages are important trade 

routes for any shipping destined for 

Southeast and East Asia.  

 The Six Degree and Ten Degree 

Channels in the Andaman Sea which 

lead to the Malacca Strait are vital to 

the sea lanes of communication 

(SLOCs) along which flows global 

commerce, including energy trade, 

between Asia, Africa and the Pacific.  

 As the Islands provide India a 

commanding geostrategic presence in 

the Bay of Bengal and access to South 

and Southeast Asia, a focused 

development plan for the Islands is 

expected to greatly enhance the 

country‟s geopolitical leverage in the 

Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 

 

What is India’s proactive policy on A&N 

islands?  

 In recent years, the Government of 

India (GOI) has adopted a proactive 

policy aimed at transforming the 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands (A&N 

Islands), a tri-services command, as 
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an economic hub and one of the key 

centers of India's defence and security 

strategy. 

 The GOI constituted the Island 

Development Agency (IDA) in 2017 for 

the development of islands, under the 

guidance of the IDA, an initiative has 

been taken for sustainable 

development in the identified Islands.  

 Four islands of Andaman & Nicobar 

have been covered in the first phase.  

 The focus is on creation of jobs 

through the promotion of tourism, 

seafood, coconut industry, etc.  In the 

second phase, suitable sites in 12 

more islands of Andaman & Nicobar 

have been covered. 

 The A&N Islands have played a key 

role in enhancing India‟s regional 

engagement with the Bay of Bengal 

littorals. 

 A combination of economic and 

strategic factors has significantly 

enhanced the strategic salience of the 

Bay of Bengal and its littorals.  

What is the threat from China through 

Indian Ocean?  

 Over the last decade or so, China has 

steadily expanded its maritime 

presence in the Indian Ocean littoral 

through a continuous deployment of 

its naval forces, arms sales, creating 

bases and access facilities, ramping 

up military diplomacy, cultivating 

special political relations with 

littorals, and lavishly disbursing 

developmental finance for strategic 

ends. 

 It has used the alibi of anti-piracy 

operations in the Gulf of Aden to ramp 

up the scale and frequency of its 

presence, without consideration for 

the threat perceptions of India.  

 China has also steadily enhanced its 

Operational Turnaround (OTR) in the 

Indian Ocean and developed new 

bases, including at Gwadar and 

Djibouti.  

 This broad-based trend in the 

evolution of China‟s presence is also 

reflected in the Andaman Sea and the 

Bay of Bengal, where Chinese naval 

and survey vessels have been on the 

prowl and have occasionally entered 

India‟s EEZ without prior intimation. 

 China‟s economic and strategic 

engagement with Bangladesh, 

Myanmar, Thailand and Malaysia in 

the Bay of Bengal/Eastern Indian 

Ocean has been noticeable in recent 

years. 

What are India’s defence strategies in 

Indian Ocean?  

 The Tri-Services Andaman and 

Nicobar Command (ANC) has 

progressively emerged as a lynchpin of 

India‟s regional maritime engagement 

in the Bay of Bengal and the 

Andaman Sea.  

 Various multilateral and bilateral 

maritime engagements viz. the Bay of 

Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation 
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(BIMSTEC), the MILAN series of 

exercises, coordinated patrols, and 

bilateral exercises with littoral states 

in the Bay of Bengal and the 

Andaman Sea have contributed to this 

purpose.  

 While regional navies of Southeast 

Asian countries have been making 

regular port calls to Port Blair, other 

major navies viz. the US, Australian, 

Japanese and French have shown 

interest in visiting the Andaman 

Islands for port calls and exercises.  

2. PAKISTAN’S APPROACH 

TOWARDS PAKISTAN-OCCUPIED 

KASHMIR 

Why in news?  

Pakistan Supreme Court has permitted to 

hold elections in Gilgit Baltistan (GB) in 

September and install a caretaker set-up to 

oversee the process.  

What is administrative system of 

Pakistan occupied Kashmir? 

 Pakistan occupied Kashmir which 

comprises Azad Kashmir and Gilgi-

Baltistan, constitutesthe western 

portion of the larger Kashmir region 

which has been the subject of a 

dispute between India and Pakistan 

since 1947, and between India and 

China since 1962. 

 The territory has a parliamentary form 

of government modelled after the 

Westminster system, with its capital 

located at Muzaffarabad.  

 The President is the constitutional 

head of state, while the Prime 

Minister, supported by a Council of 

Ministers, is the chief executive.  

 The unicameral PoKLegislative 

Assembly elects both the Prime 

Minister and President.  

 The state has its own Supreme Court 

and a High Court, while the 

Government of Pakistan's Ministry of 

Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan 

serves as a link with 

PoK‟sgovernment, although PoKis not 

represented in the Parliament of 

Pakistan. 

 The incumbent government in GB 

headed by Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz (PML-N) completed its term on 

June 24 and now elections are to be 

held within 90 days, i.e., by 

September 24, 2020.  

 As is the practice in Pakistan, the 

outgoing government is replaced with 

a neutral caretaker government to 

conduct the elections.  
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What are the concerns with ruling of 

Pakistan SC? 

 The new Supreme Court order that 

directs the Imran Khan Government 

(Pakistan government) to legislate on 

GB is in the works.  

 In such circumstances, the 

government approached the Supreme 

Court to allow it to amend the existing 

order to set up a caretaker 

government.  

 Quite expectedly, the court allowed 

the government to amend the order. 

 Since GB was part of the erstwhile 

princely state of Jammu and Kashmir 

(J&K), whose ruler had acceded to 

India in October 1947, the area is 

legally a part of India.  

 The Pakistan Supreme Court has no 

jurisdiction, whatsoever, over this 

territory. 

 Even constitutionally, the authority of 

Pakistan‟s highest court is 

questionable since its jurisdiction is 

limited to the territories that are 

mentioned in Article 1 of the 

constitution of Pakistan.  

 GB and the so-called „Azad‟ J&K 

(„AJK‟), are not mentioned in this 

article that defines the territorial 

boundary of Pakistan.  

What are the inferences from Pakistan’s 

move?  

 It is apparent that Pakistan has 

adopted a dichotomous approach 

towards PoK. For example, the so-

called „AJK‟ is neither „Azad‟ 

(independent) nor sovereign.  

 It has been provided with a separate 

president and prime minister who 

function as agents of Islamabad.  

 Similarly, Pakistan regards GB as a 

disputed territory and takes this as an 

excuse to deny the region a definite 

and respectable political status. 

 It has tightened its control over the 

area over the years and continues to 

manipulate it for its geopolitical 

needs.  

 Besides, GB‟s Kashmir link has been 

deliberately underplayed and every 

effort has been made to change its 

demography.  

 Given Pakistan‟s obsession with the 

Kashmir issue, one would have 

expected it to adopt a far more 

responsive approach towards PoK and 

its people.  

 In contrast, however, it has dealt with 

the region with high-handedness 

denying the people their basic rights. 

 Over the years, the local resistance to 

the Pakistani control has taken shape 

in various ways.  

 There is an ongoing tussle between 

various structures of governance for 

instance, between the judiciary of 

Pakistan and the separate judicial 

structures raised by Pakistan in parts 

of PoK.  
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3. DIAMER BASHA DAM  

Why in news?  

Pakistan is making efforts to secure funds 

for the Diamer-Bhasha Dam (DBD) project in 

Gilgit-Baltistan (GB). 

Where is DiamerBasha Dam?  

 Diamer-Bhasha Dam is a concreted-

filled gravity dam, in the preliminary 

stages of construction, on the River 

Indus between Kohistan district in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Diamer 

district in Gilgit Baltistan, Pakistan 

administered Kashmir.  

 Its foundation stone was laid by the 

then Prime Minister of Pakistan in 

1998. T 

 The dam site is situated near a place 

called "Bhasha", hence the name 

which is 40Km downstream of Chilas 

town and 315Km from Tarbela Dam.  

 On May 2020, the Pakistani 

government signed a Rs.442 billion 

contract with a joint venture of China 

Power and Frontier Works 

Organization (FWO) for the 

construction of the dam.  

What are the concerns raised by India 

over Diamer Basha Dam?  

 Given its scale and location, the DBD, 

unveiled in 2001 as part of WAPDA‟s 

Water Vision 2025, has courted 

several controversies over the years.  

 Since the dam will be located in a 

region that is claimed by India as part 

of the erstwhile princely state of 

Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) and now 

reorganized Union Territories of J&K 

and Ladakh, India has stridently 

opposed the project.  

 

 Over the years, India‟s criticism has 

sharpened with the possibility of 

China emerging as a major 

stakeholder in the DBD project.  

 The reservoir is located in a high 

seismic zone and ecological warnings 

in this regard have gone unheeded so 

far.  

 Other pressing as well as unresolved 

concerns include land acquisition and 

delayed/incommensurate 

compensation, which has led to 

dissent amongst large sections of the 

displaced population. 

 There is also the case of local 

concerns about the inundation of 

2660 acres of agricultural land, and 

also a large number of archaeological 

sites found in the area. 
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 It is estimated that about 33,000 

prehistoric rock carvings will be 

submerged. 

 The dam construction will affect about 

30,350 people in 32 villages and also 

submerge a sizeable 100-Km stretch 

of the Karakoram Highway. 

What are the geo-political significance of 

the DBD project?   

 DBD is not a regular hydropower 

project, it is viewed through the prism 

of geopolitical contestations between 

nations involved, despite Pakistan‟s 

deliberate attempt to rationalize the 

project, underplaying its high-cost 

and location in a disputed territory 

and linking it directly to its growing 

energy requirements.  

 For years, the dam has been projected 

as a panacea to meet the shortfall in 

the country‟s energy sector. 

 As expectations to get funds from 

alternative sources have gradually 

been belied, Pakistan seems to have 

fallen back on its all-weather friend 

China despite the latter‟s record of 

seeking undesirable guarantees.  

 So desperate has Pakistan been to 

realise the project that it accepted a 

70:30 formula in terms of sharing of 

ownership of the project, even though 

it may not be a truly profitable 

proposition for Pakistan in the future.  

 The skewed ratio in favour of China 

reflects the asymmetry in Pakistan-

China ties, which has remained lop-

sided as the two countries never 

engaged each other as equals.  

 For China, Pakistan is a “quasi-

colony” and is fast emerging as a 

client state. 

 China‟s policy/strategy has been to 

funnel money into Pakistan in order 

to develop extensive stakes.  

 However, its goal of funding projects 

in PoK is of greater significance as the 

territory provides the only land-link it 

has with Pakistan.  

 More importantly, the territory is 

claimed by India, which it considers 

as its rival in Asia. 

What are the responses of India?  

 India has forthrightly protested and 

shared its concerns over projects like 

this on its territory with both Pakistan 

and China.  

 India‟s reservations on DBD and its 

oft-pronounced stand on PoK may not 

have gone down well with China 

(which is in possession of parts of 

Ladakh territory, including that of 

PoK, both claimed by India).  

 Not long ago, the Indian Metrological 

Department (IMD) started showing 

weather forecasts for PoK.  

 In recent years, India has firmly 

articulated its position vis-à-vis PoK 

at various international fora. 

 The standoff at the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) since May 2020, reflects 

a disturbing trend in regional 

geopolitics.  
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 Pakistan considers India‟s resistance 

a major hurdle as far as inflow of 

funds is concerned.  

 This is especially so as international 

financial bodies including the World 

Bank have refused to fund the project 

citing India‟s objections of it being 

built on a disputed territory and 

putting up pre-conditions such as the 

need for a no-objection certificate from 

India. 

4. PAKISTAN CPEC OBSESSION 

What is the issue? 

Since its inception, the China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC) has evoked a 

conflict of interest and raised concerns. 

What is CPEC? 

 China–Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC) is a collection of infrastructure 

projects that are under construction 

throughout Pakistan since 2013. 

 CPEC is intended to rapidly upgrade 

Pakistan's required infrastructure and 

strengthen its economy by the 

construction of modern transportation 

networks, numerous energy projects, 

and special economic zones. 

 Since 2016, CPEC became partly 

operational when Chinese cargo was 

transported overland to Gwadar Port 

for onward maritime shipment to 

Africa and West Asia, while some 

major power projects were 

commissioned by late 2017. 

 A vast network of highways and 

railways are to be built under the 

aegis of CPEC that will span the 

length and breadth of Pakistan.  

 Modern transportation networks built 

under CPEC will link seaports in 

Gwadar and Karachi with northern 

Pakistan, as well as points further 

north in western China and Central 

Asia. 

 According to official statistics, 20% of 

CPEC is debt-based finance, while 

80% of CPEC are investments in Joint 

Ventures (JV) enterprise between 

Pakistan and China, with the project 

contributing to 40,000 jobs for local 

Pakistanis and 80,000 jobs for 

Chinese.  

 

What are the prospects of CPEC for 

Pakistan and China?  

 Investment - China initially pledged 

US$ 46 billion towards project 

implementation over a period of 15 
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years, this was later increased to US$ 

62 billion.  

 A major share of it (US$ 35 billion) 

was marked for energy production (of 

about 17 GW in all and 10 GW by 

2020) to help Pakistan tide over its 

existing energy shortfall of about 4.5 

GW and usher in an era of 

industrialization and development. 

 Observers in Pakistan hold the view 

that CPEC has come as a gift to the 

Chinese state-owned enterprises.  

 They profit from tax relaxation and 

have been assured of good returns 

from the CPEC projects through 

sovereign guarantees.  

 They also have easy access to 

financial capital through banking 

facilities and other incentives.  

 Geopolitics - For China, apart from 

such investments with assured 

returns, the extension of the 

Karakoram Corridor till the seaport of 

Gwadar in Balochistan Province is of 

significant strategic relevance.  

 It connects the energy-deficient region 

of Xinjiang in western China with the 

energy-rich regions in western Asia 

through this port.  

 Thus, Gwadar is being termed as a 

“gateway” to the CPEC and a state-

owned Chinese company,  

 Access to a deep-sea port is also of 

tremendous strategic significance for 

a country seeking to enhance its 

influence in the Indian Ocean and 

secure uninterrupted supply of oil 

from the Gulf. 

What are the issues in the project?  

 Debt Trap - Pakistan‟s repayment 

obligations under the CPEC 

agreement include payment of debts 

and guaranteed rates of return on 

equity for investors (17 per cent 

interest for power projects), which 

have already added to the current 

account deficit.  

 As of now, Pakistan does not have the 

capacity to repay loans taken from 

China due to rapid depletion of foreign 

exchange reserves which has already 

contracted for the fiscal year 2019-20.  

 According to the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) estimates, the 

annual debt repayment for CPEC-

related investment and government-

to-government loans would reach $3.5 

billion by 2024-25.  

 It is being estimated that both 

repayments and profit repatriation, 

“could reach about 0.4 per cent of 

GDP per year over the longer run”. 

 According to one estimate, Pakistan 

will end up paying US$ 90 billion to 

China over a span of 30 years. 

 Import burden - In the initial years, 

the CPEC projects did contribute to 

Pakistan‟s growth due to a rise in 

domestic consumption.  

 For example, the demand for cement, 

smaller machinery and other products 

increased because of the work on 
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energy and road infrastructure 

projects.  

 But this also led to an increase in the 

import bill since big machinery and 

other goods were imported, resulting 

in a deficit in the balance of payment.  

 The import-driven economy, 

artificially, kept the value of rupee 

strong.  

 Human Right violations - Chinese 

companies have employed Chinese 

workers in their projects. 

 Local people are angry that CPEC has 

not generated employment 

opportunities for them.  

 There have also been reports of 

Chinese traffickers luring Pakistani 

women to China with sham marriages 

for prostitution and are charging fees 

ranging from $12,000 to $25,000 per 

woman. 

5. POLICY OF RUSSIAN 

FEDERATION ON NUCLEAR 

DETERRENCE 

Why in news? 

Russian administration has signed “Basic 

Principles of State Policy of the Russian 

Federation on Nuclear Deterrence.” 

What is the new Russian nuclear 

deterrence policy about?  

 Russia‟s 2020 nuclear doctrine seeks 

to balance the rhetoric of using 

nuclear weapons with the document‟s 

core emphasis on the strategy being 

„defensive by nature‟.  

 Russian nuclear weapons are viewed 

primarily through the prism of 

maintaining a credible deterrence 

against potential adversaries.  

 It calls upon Russia to leave no stone 

unturned to increase the nuclear 

threshold before contemplating the 

deployment of nuclear weapons as a 

last resort.  

 In this context, the document‟s focus 

on „inevitability of retaliation‟ and 

inflicting „guaranteed unacceptable 

damage‟ blends in with the widely 

acknowledged principles of nuclear 

deterrence. 

 The strategy identifies six key „risks‟ to 

Russia and its allies posed by 

Moscow‟s adversaries which have the 

potential to translate into „threats‟ 

that warrant „nuclear deterrence‟.  

 Some of the notable dangers include 

the build-up of nuclear forces and 

weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) 

and the deployment of missile defence 

including cruise and ballistic missiles 

in areas contiguous to Russia.  

 In recognition of the new frontiers of 

modern-day warfare, the document 

also highlights the spectrum of 

threats emanating from the 

deployment of “missile defence assets 

and strike systems in outer space” as 

well as “non-nuclear high-precision 

and hypersonic weapons, strike 

unmanned aerial vehicles, and 

directional energy weapons. 
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  It reaffirms the view that Russian 

nuclear deterrence remains anchored 

in the triad of land, sea and air-based 

nuclear forces. 

What makes the document Significant?  

 Crucially, the nuclear strategy 

outlines four scenarios which may 

result in Russia launching its nuclear 

weapons.  

 While maintaining an element of 

continuity with the 2014 Military 

Doctrine which justifies their usage in 

the event of a nuclear and WMD 

attack on Russia, the three additional 

premises raise the stakes further by 

bringing into equation the concept of 

„first strike‟.  

 These conditions include the receipt of 

reliable data on the launch of ballistic 

missiles targeting Russia and an 

existential threat to the country 

emanating from conventional 

weapons.  

 Similarly, an attack against critical 

governmental or military sites that 

undermines Russia‟s nuclear 

response can also trigger nuclear 

retaliation.  

 This likely brings a massive cyber-

attack, designed to cripple the 

Russian nuclear infrastructure, into 

the Kremlin‟s „first use‟ matrix.          

 Today, nuclear weapons are Russia‟s 

proverbial insurance against Western 

conventional military superiority.  

 

How it creates deterrence to US policy?  

 While the document does not single 

out Russia‟s adversaries yet its tone 

and tenor clearly points to the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

as Moscow‟s principal opponent.  

 The Russian Federation implements 

its nuclear deterrence with regard to 

individual states and military 

coalitions (blocs, alliances) that 

consider the Russian Federation as a 

potential adversary and that possess 

nuclear weapons and/or other types 

of weapons of mass destruction.  

 The nuclear document states that “In 

the event of a military conflict, this 

Policy provides for the prevention of 

an escalation of military actions and 

their termination on conditions that 

are acceptable for the Russian 

Federation and/or its allies”. 

 On its face value, this can be 

interpreted as leaving the door open 

for Russia‟s limited use of tactical 

nuclear weapons in a battle fought 

with conventional arms.  

 The timing of the release of the 

nuclear strategy may be attributed to 

Russia‟s ongoing competition and 

confrontation with the West.  

 Their rivalry in the nuclear theatre is 

particularly borne out by the recent 

collapse of landmark arms control 

agreements including the 

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces 

(INF) and the Open Skies treaties.  
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 The future outlook of even the 2010 

New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 

(START), formally known as „Treaty on 

Measures for the Further Reduction 

and Limitation of Strategic Offensive 

Arms‟, considered a cornerstone of the 

United States (US)-Russia strategic 

stability, appears bleak.  

 The US has already signaled the 

possibility of walking away from it. 

 With the New START Treaty due to 

expire in February 2021, time could 

be running out for Russia to salvage 

the Treaty.  

 The new nuclear strategy could be 

Russia‟s last roll of the dice to force 

the US back to the negotiating table. 

 Russia‟s pressure tactics appear to 

have had an incipient effect as 

Washington has invited Moscow for 

nuclear talks, scheduled to be held in 

June 2020, after months of dithering. 

What is the way forward?  

 Overall, Russia‟s new nuclear strategy 

is both a tactical and a strategic 

document.  

 There are elements of ambiguity as 

well as the postulation of clear red 

lines.  

 This could be seen as a calculated 

move that leaves the door open for 

adversaries to recalibrate their 

strategies while giving Russia the 

scope to maneuver the ongoing 

turbulence in its ties with the US.  

 It can even open up new avenues of 

strategic negotiation between the 

world‟s two most formidable nuclear 

powers. 

6. SPECULATION OF NEW COLD 

WAR  

What is the issue?  

China growth to balance U.S. military 

superiority has fuelled the strategic rivalry 

between the two countries. 

What is history of cold war?  

 The Cold War was a period of 

geopolitical tension between the Soviet 

Union and the United States and their 

respective allies, the Eastern Bloc and 

the Western Bloc, after World War II.  

 The period is generally considered to 

span the 1947 Truman Doctrine to 

the 1991 dissolution of the Soviet 

Union.  

 The term "cold" is used because there 

was no large-scale fighting directly 

between the two superpowers, but 

they each supported major regional 

conflicts known as proxy wars.  

 The conflict was based around the 

ideological and geopolitical struggle 

for global influence by the two powers, 

following their temporary alliance and 

victory against Nazi Germany in 1945. 

 The West was led by the United States 

as well as the other First World 

nations of the Western Bloc that were 

generally liberal democratic but tied to 

a network of authoritarian states, 

most of which were their former 

colonies. 
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 The East was led by the Soviet Union 

and its Communist Party, which had 

influence across the Second World.  

 The US government supported right-

wing governments and uprisings 

across the world, while the Soviet 

government funded communist 

parties and revolutions around the 

world.  

What are factors behind speculations on 

New Cold War?  

 The rising tensions between the US 

and China have prompted many 

experts to warn of a new Cold War 

akin to the Cold War between the US 

and USSR. 

 In 2017, the US National Security 

Strategy called China as “a revisionist 

power” seeking “to erode American 

security and prosperity” and “shape a 

world antithetical to U.S. values and 

interests”.  

 Also, China has been proactive in 

undermining the US hegemony on 

multiple fronts. 

 Alternative Diplomatic Mechanisms 

- China has come out with alternative 

governance mechanisms to the U.S.-

dominated International Monetary 

Fund, World Bank and World Trade 

Organization with its all-

encompassing Belt and Road Initiative 

and institutions like Asia 

infrastructure investment bank, 

contingency reserve agreement (CRA) 

of New Development Bank. 

 Further, the donor-recipient 

relationship between US and 

developing countries has weakened 

with China‟s pledge of $2-billion amid 

COVID-19 pandemic, thereby starting 

a new phase of donation diplomacy. 

 In order to contain rising China‟s 

assertiveness, the US under its „pivot 

to Asia policy‟ has launched a quad 

initiative, Indo pacific narrative. 

 Most recently, the US proposed to 

expand G7 to G-11 without including 

China in it. 

 Authoritarianism - For several 

decades, China‟s breakneck 

development under the relatively 

enlightened authoritarianism of Deng 

Xiaoping and his successors was seen 

positively in the United States. 

 However, under Xi Jinping, China has 

evolved from a soft to a hard 

authoritarianism, there is now a 

president-for-life with a budding 

personality cult. 

 Tussles in South Asia - China‟s 

incremental “salami slicing” tactics in 

the South China Sea, first by land 

reclamation and then constructing 

artificial islands for extending extra-

territorial claim, has seen sharp 

criticism from the US and its allies. 

 It is similar to the way dominance 

over the Caribbean enabled the United 

States to strategically control the 

Atlantic Ocean and thus, affect the 

balance of forces in the two world 

wars and a cold war. 
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 Moreover, China perceives US support 

for Taiwan as an interference in its 

internal matters. 

 Trade wars - From Trade war to 

tensions over 5G telecommunications 

to currency wars, US-China 

confrontation is on multiple economic 

fronts. 

 How the prosed New Cold war is 

different from earlier Cold War?  

 No Ideological conflict - Cold War 

between the US and Soviet Union was 

a battle between two opposing 

ideologies viz. capitalism vs 

communism, whereas there is no 

such ideological conflict between US 

and China. 

 No proxy conflicts - Previous Cold 

War was full of proxy conflicts 

between the US and Soviet Union like 

in Cuban missile crisis 1962, Soviet 

afghan war 1979-89, etc. 

 However, till now there are no proxy 

wars between the U.S. and China. 

 Multi-polar world - Today, the world 

is also not bipolar anymore. There are 

countries like Russia, India and 

Japan, which act as swing states, as 

they have a choice whether or not to 

align with the US or China. 

 Economic interdependence - Unlike 

the US and Soviet Union, the 

economies of US and China are 

closely integrated through 

investments and markets in a hyper 

globalized world. 

 

What are the options before India?  

 India is a rising global power and 

citing its importance both the US and 

China sought to attract India in its 

camp.  

 India can promote new 

multilateralism under the aegis of 

VasudhaivaKutumbakam- which 

relies on restructuring both the 

economic order and societal behaviour 

for equitable sustainable development. 

 India must take up intensified 

diplomacy with global powers so that 

Asian Century can be defined in terms 

of peaceful co-existence and global 

interest. 

 Apart from it, India Should 

acknowledge that national security 

now relies on technological superiority 

in artificial intelligence (AI), cyber and 

space, and not expensive capital 

equipment. 

 Thus, India should become self-

sufficient in the domain of critical 

technologies. 

7. ISSUES IN LOC 

Why in news?  

India-China border has been witnessing 

tensions over the past month, with incidents 

reported in at least four different locations 

along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

What are the border arrangement of 

India and China? 

 Sovereignty over two relatively large 

and several smaller separated pieces 



 
 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com   |   www.iasparliament.com 

 

16 

of territory has been contested 

between China and India.  

 Aksai Chin is located either in the 

Indian union territory of Ladakh or 

the Chinese autonomous region of 

Xinjiang.  

 The other disputed territory lies south 

of the McMahon Line.  

 It was formerly referred to as the 

North East Frontier Agency, and is 

now called Arunachal Pradesh.  

 The McMahon Line was part of the 

1914 Simla Convention between 

British India and Tibet, without the 

agreement of China. 

 

 Around 1962, Chinese troops crossed 

the McMahon line and, during a one-

month war, pushed forward to 

establish a "Line of Actual Control".  

 According to the 1993 agreement (on 

the maintenance of peace and 

tranquility along the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) in the India-China 

border areas), “pending an ultimate 

solution”, “the two sides shall strictly 

respect and observe the LAC between 

the two sides. No activities of either 

side shall overstep the LAC”. 

 Further, both the 1993 and the 1996 

agreement (on confidence-building 

measures in the military field along 

the LAC) say they “will reduce or limit 

their respective military forces within 

mutually agreed geographical zones 

along the LAC.” 

 This was to apply to major categories 

of armaments and cover various other 

aspects as well, including air 

intrusions “within ten kilometres 

along the LAC” 

 As of 2020, India continues to 

maintain that the McMahon Line as 

the legal border, while China has 

never accepted the border, stating 

that Tibet was never independent.  

 

What are recent standoffs between India 

and China?  

 India and China share a boundary 

that stretches 3,488 km from Ladakh 

to Arunachal Pradesh.  

 The border dispute still stands 

unresolved. 

 The border between India and China 

is not fully demarcated and the Line of 

Actual Control (LAC) is neither 

clarified nor confirmed by the two 

countries. 

 This leads to different perceptions of 

the LAC for the two sides while 
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soldiers from either side try to patrol 

the area. 

 India has been upgrading its roads 

and military infrastructure around 

LAC. Last year, India completed the 

Darbuk-Shyok-Daulet Beg Oldi(DBO) 

road which connects Leh to the 

Karakoram Pass. India also maintains 

a key landing strip at DBO at 16,000 

feet. 

 India is rapidly catching up with 

China, who already enjoys an 

advantage in both terrain and 

infrastructure. 

 In this context, the stand-off in 

Ladakh appears to have been 

triggered by China to obstruct border 

infrastructure upgradation activity by 

India. 

 The strategy behind China‟s 

transgressions across LAC (especially 

in Sikkim and Ladakh) may intend to 

signal India to reassess its strategic 

convergence with the US. 

 Indian Army Chief General said 

incidents at the Pangonglake in 

Ladakh on May 5 and at Naku La in 

Sikkim on May 9 had led to injuries, 

caused by “aggressive behaviour on 

both sides”. 

 Stand-offs at two other spots in 

Ladakh, in the Galwan valley and in 

Demchok, have reportedly escalated 

with a build-up of troops by both 

sides.  

 

What are the issues in Indo-China border 

agreement?   

 At the heart of India‟s and China‟s 

continued inability to make 

meaningful progress on the boundary 

issue are four agreements signed in 

September 1993, November 1996, 

April 2005 and October 2013 between 

the two countries. 

 Ironically, India and China keep 

referring to these agreements as the 

bedrock of the vision of progress on 

the boundary question. 

 Unfortunately, these are deeply flawed 

agreements and make the quest for 

settlement of the boundary question 

at best a strategic illusion and at 

worst a cynical diplomatic parlour 

trick. 

 There is a pattern of „normal‟ 

transgression of the disputed 

boundary by both India and China to 

ensure that the respective claims are 

protected. 

 Over and above this, there is a pattern 

of creeping but consistent forward 

movement by the Chinese People‟s 

Liberation Army (PLA) which not only 

fortifies new positions on its territory 

but also transgresses into areas that 

we presumed were de facto „settled‟, at 

least at the local level. 

 When Indian troops resist this and 

the field-level mechanisms fail to 

resolve the matter, the situation flares 

up and becomes a political challenge 

for the Indian government. 
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What measures can be taken?  

 India must immediately increase 

naval operations east of the Malacca 

Straits and follow up with a rapid tri-

service expeditionary capability in the 

Indian Ocean Region. 

 This should grow into an 

expeditionary command. Instead of 

informal summits with Chinese 

President, Prime Minister Modi must 

meet the leaders of Vietnam, 

Indonesia, Singapore and Timor-Leste. 

 The defence relationships India has 

built with many Southeast Asian 

countries over the years can be quietly 

utilized. 

 It is in the interests of both India & 

China and global peace, to avoid any 

military confrontation and seek 

peaceful co-existence. 

 Therefore, the immediate priority for 

both sides should be to use diplomatic 

channels and resolve the dispute 

peacefully. 

8. INDO-AFRICA AMBITIONS AND 

OPPORTUNITIES  

What is the issue? 

In recent years, Africa occupies a central 

place in the Indian government‟s foreign and 

economic policy. 

What is the status of Indo-Africa trade 

ties?  

 Deeping Trade Ties - India-Africa 

trade reached $62 billion in 2018 

compared to $39 billion during 2009-

10. 

 India‟s duty-free tariff preferential 

scheme for Least Developed Nation 

(LDCs) launched in 2008 has 

benefited 33 African states. 

 Security Cooperation - 

Approximately 6,000 Indian soldiers 

are deployed in UN peace-keeping 

missions in conflict zones in Africa. 

 Diplomatic outreach - In the last few 

years, Africa has been the focus of 

India‟s development assistance and 

also diplomatic outreach, as evident 

in plans to open 18 new embassies. 

 After South Asia, Africa is the second-

largest recipient of Indian overseas 

assistance with Lines of Credit (LOC) 

worth nearly $10 billion (nearly 40% 

of the total LOC globally) spread over 

100 projects in 41 countries. 

 Bilateral cooperation includes solar 

energy (Cooperation in International 

Solar Alliance) development, 

information technology, cybersecurity, 

maritime security, disaster relief, 

counter-terrorism and military 

training. 

 E-governance Initiative - India is 

investing in the capacity building 

providing more than $1 billion in 

technical assistance and training to 

personnel under the Indian Technical 

and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) 

program. 

 40% of all training and capacity 

building slots under the ITEC 
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programme has traditionally been 

reserved for Africa. 

 India has also invested $100 million 

in the Pan-African E-Network to 

bridge the digital divide in Africa, 

leveraging its strengths in information 

technology. 

What are recent developments in Indo-

Africa ties?  

 The Covid-19 pandemic has been one 

of the worst humanitarian and 

economic crisis faced by the world, 

but its effects stand to be much more 

devastating, particularly for Africa, 

where economic and public health 

conditions are extremely vulnerable. 

 In the context of the current crisis, 

India has demonstrated its willingness 

and capacity to shoulder more 

responsibility in cooperating with 

Africa to recover from the current 

crisis and lend support in its overall 

growth. 

 e-ITEC Initiative  - Under the e-ITEC 

initiative, India has shared Covid-19 

management strategies, training 

webinars exclusively aimed at training 

health-care professionals from Africa 

by Indian health experts. 

 India is also sending consignments of 

essential medicines, including 

hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) and 

paracetamol, to many African 

countries in addition to doctors and 

paramedics. 

 

What is India’s strategy to counter China 

in Africa?  

 China has been actively pursuing 

Chequebook and donation diplomacy 

in Africa. 

 However, Chinese investment is seen 

as neo-colonial in nature as it focuses 

on money, political influence, hard-

infrastructure projects and resource 

extraction. 

 India‟s approach, on the other hand, 

is one that focuses on building local 

capacities and an equal partnership 

with Africans and not merely with 

African elites concerned. 

 In this context, though Africa has 

been actively engaged with China, it 

wants India to act as a balancer and 

net security provider. 

 Under the recent Quad Plus initiative 

whereby the countries (US, India, 

Japan and Australia have recently 

engaged other countries such as 

South Korea, Vietnam, New Zealand, 

Israel and Brazil) exchanged views 

and proposed cooperation with select 

African countries about the Indian 

Ocean. 

 Both India and Japan share a 

common interest in forging a 

partnership for Africa‟s development 

through the Asia-Africa Growth 

corridor. 

 In this context, India aims to leverage 

its global status to establish Africa on 

the strategic map of global politics. 
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What lies ahead?  

 In recent years, several global 

economic players have strengthened 

their engagement with African states, 

with an eye to rising economic 

opportunities, including in energy, 

mining, infrastructure and 

connectivity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 As global engagement in Africa 

increases, India and Africa can ensure 

that Africa does not once again turn 

into a theatre of rival ambitions. 

 A resurging Africa and a rising India 

can give a strong impetus to South-

South Cooperation.  

 

 

 

 


