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03-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Association of World Election 
Bodies (A-WEB) 

1. Election Commission of India (ECI) is 
the Executive Board Member of A-WEB, 
since its inception. 

2. The permanent secretariat of A-WEB is 
located at London, United Kingdom. 

3. India is the A-WEB’s Chair for the 2019-
21 term. 

Which of the statements given above are 
correct? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

2) Consider the following reports by the World 
Resources Institute (WRI) regarding food 
wastage 

1. Roots and tubers face the maximum 
wastage 

2. Uneaten food emits greenhouse gases 
into the atmosphere 

3. Most of the food loss happens “near the 
farm” predominantly in higher-income 
countries. 

Which of the above statements is/are true? 

a.  2 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

3) Consider the following statement 
about Index of Eight Core Industries 

1. Natural Gas is not a part of it 

2. It is released by Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Implementation 

Which of the above statements is/are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) India's longest electrified rail tunnel was 
recently launched in which of the following 
states? 

a.  Andhra Pradesh 

b.  Maharashtra 

c.  Jammu and Kashmir 

d.  Madhya Pradesh 

 

5) Which of the following is the objective 
of Shram Yogi Prasad Scheme? 

a.  To identify and develop the pilgrim sites across 
the country to enrich the religious tourism 
experience 

b.  To enhance enrolment, retention and 
attendance of school children and simultaneously 
improving nutritional levels 

c.  To provide affordable nutritious meals to 
labourers near their work areas 

d.  To preserve character of the soul of heritage city 
and facilitate inclusive heritage linked urban 
development 

 

6) Consider the following statement 
about Interpol 

1. It is not an UN Agency 

2. Its domain does not include cyberspace 
and environment security. 

Which of the above statements is/are true? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect Jan Aushadhi Suvidha 
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1. It is an Oxo-Biodegradable Sanitary 
Napkin. 

2. Jan AushadhiSuvidha is biodegradable 
when it comes in contact with oxygen 
after being discarded. 

3. It will be available for sale at the rate of 
Rs.1/pad in PMBJP Kendras across the 
country. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

8) Jan aushadhi Sugam a mobile app recently 
launched by union government for what 
purpose? 

a.  To buy generic medicines from all medical 
shops 

b.  To avail discounts from Jan AushadiKendras 

c.  To access directions to Jan AushadiKendras. 

d.  To gather information about various diseases 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect The G7’s Deadly Sins Report 

1. It is published by Oxfam International. 

2. All G7 countries have adopted 
neoliberal policies of deregulation and 
privatization. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) The known habitat of Peacock Parachute 
Spider or Gooty tarantula( 
Poecilotheriametallica ) is ? 

a.  Pakkamalai Reserve Forest, TN 

b.  Nadyal, Andhra Pradesh. 

c.  Agumbe, Karnataka. 

d.  Wayanad, Kerala. 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 The Election Commission of India is 
scheduled to host the 4th General 
Assembly of Association of World Election 
Bodies (A-WEB) at Bengaluru on 3rd 
September 2019.  

 India will take over as A-WEB’s Chair for 
the 2019-21 term. 

 The Association of World Election Bodies (A-
WEB) is the largest association of 
Election Management Bodies (EMBs) 
worldwide. 

 A-WEB was established on October 14, 2013 
in Song-do, South Korea. 

 The permanent secretariat of A-WEB is located 
at Seoul, South Korea. 

 A-WEB’s vision is to foster efficiency and 
effectiveness in conducting free, fair, 
transparent and participative elections 
worldwide. 

 ECI has been its Executive Board 
Member since AWEB's inception in 
October 2013 for two consecutive terms (2013-
15 and 2015-17). 

 At the last A-WEB General Assembly held in 
Bucharest on 31st August, 2017, Romania took 
over as Chair and ECI was unanimously 
elected as Vice-Chair of A-WEB 2017-19. 

 India is all set to take over as Chair now for the 
2019-21 term. 

2. b 

 Most of the food loss happens “near the farm” 
predominantly in lower-income countries and 
most of the food waste happens “near the 
plate” predominantly in higher-income 
countries. 

3. d 
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 The Index is compiled and released by Office 
of the Economic Adviser (OEA), Department of 
Industrial Policy & Promotion (DIPP), 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, 
Government of India. 

 It contains index, production and growth of 
Eight Core Industries. Eight Core Industries 
are Electricity, steel, refinery products, crude 
oil, coal, cement, natural gas and fertilizers. 

 The Index of Eight Core Industries is a 
monthly production index, which is also 
considered as a lead indicator of the monthly 
industrial performance. 

 The Index of Eight Core Industries is compiled 
based on the monthly production information 
received from the Source Agencies. 

4. a 

 Vice President has recently 
inaugurated India's longest electrified 
rail tunnel. 

 It is situated between Cherlopalli and Rapuru 
stations of Andhra Pradesh. 

 The 6.6-km long tunnel is a part of the 
Obulavaripalli-Venkatachalam railway line. 

 The newly constructed tunnel will provide 
seamless rail connectivity between 
Krishnapatnam Port and the hinterland areas 
for freight movement. 

5. c 

 “Shram Yogi Prasad” Scheme aims to provide 
healthy & nutritious food to building & other 
construction workers and Industrial workers at 
nominal cost of Rs. 5 & 10. 

6. a 

 The International Criminal Police 
Organisation, or Interpol, is a 194-member 
intergovernmental organisation headquartered 
in Lyon, France. 

 It primarily focuses on countering terrorism, 
promoting border integrity worldwide, 
protection of vulnerable communities, 
providing a secure cyberspace for people and 
businesses, curbing illicit markets, supporting 
environment security, and promoting global 
integrity. 

7. d 

 The Government of India launched “Jan 
AushadhiSuvidha Oxo-Biodegradable Sanitary 
Napkin” at Rs 2.50 per pad on the eve of 
the World Environment Day 4thJune 
2018. 

 Till 31st July 2019, over 1.30 crore pads were 
sold at Pradhan Mantri 
BhartiyaJanaushadhiKendras. 

 In order to make these sanitary pads more 
affordable and accessible to the women of 
India, Government of India has now decided to 
make these pads available at rate of only Rs 
1.00/- per pad as promised by the Prime 
Minister before the ‘Lok Sabha Election-2019’. 

8. c 

 JanaushadhiSugam” mobile application would 
have user-friendly options like- to locate 
nearby Janaushadhikendra, direction guidance 
for location of the Janaushadhikendra through 
Google Map, search Janaushadhi generic 
medicines, analyse product comparison of 
Generic vs Branded medicine in form of MRP 
& overall Savings, etc. 

 The mobile application is available on both 
Android & iOS platforms. 

9. c 

10. b 

 The Peacock Parachute Spider belong to the 
genus poecilotheria, commonly known as 
gooty tarantula. 

 The known habitat of peacock parachute 
spider is in degraded forests near nandyal in 
andhrapradesh 

 The species, known to be endemic to India and 
it is critically endangered species of tarantula 
according to IUCN. 

 For the first time it has been spotted in 
pakkamalai reserve forests near gingee in 
villupuram district. 

 Tarantulas are biological pest controllers and 
there is a huge demand for them by collectors 
in the pet trade. There is an urgent need to 
protect them.” 
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04-09-2019 

1) With respect to Asteroid Impact Deflection 
Assessment (AIDA), consider the following 
statements 

1. It is an ambitious double-spacecraft 
mission to deflect an asteroid in space. 

2. The mission includes NASA and the 
European Space Agency (ESA). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Mount Leo Pargyil 

1. It is the third highest peak of Himachal. 

2. It lies in the Pirpanchal range. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) With respect to Integrated Tiger Habitat 
Conservation Programme (ITHCP), consider 
the following statements 

1. IUCN is the lead executing agency for 
this Tiger Programme. 

2. The initiative is funded by the World 
Bank. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

4) Global Fund (GFTAM) is a partnership 
designed to accelerate the end of which of the 
following diseases? 

1. AIDS 

2. Alzheimer 

3. Measles 

4. Malaria 

5. Tetanus 

6. Tuberculosis 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  1, 4 and 6 only 

b.  2, 3 and 5 only 

c.  2, 4 and 6 only 

d.  1, 2, 4 and 6 only 

 

5) 65803 Didymos sometimes seen in the news 
recently is a/an? 

a.  Exo-planet 

b.  Asteroid 

c.  Planet Hunter 

d.  Exo-comet 

 

6) Consider the following statements 

1. Both ethanol and rectified spirit are 
produced mainly from molasses, a 
byproduct of sugar manufacture. 

2. The normal rectified spirit used for 
potable purposes has only 95% alcohol 
content whereas ethanol is basically 
alcohol of 99%-plus purity. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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7) How is Gross Value Added (GVA) differing 
from Gross Domestic Product (GDP)? 

1. GDP gives a picture of the state of 
economic activity from the supply side, 
whereas the GVA gives the picture from 
the demand side. 

2. GDP is a good measure to compare 
India with another economy, while GVA 
is better to compare different sectors 
within the economy. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) T. N. Manoharan committee sometimes 
seen in the news recently was constituted for 
which of the following purposes? 

a.  To develop secondary market for corporate 
loans 

b.  To reconstitute Press Council of India (PCI) 

c.  To review existing framework for Corporate 
Social Responsibility 

d.  To enquire into flaws associated with public 
distribution systems in India 

 

9) The Indian Air Force (IAF) has formally 
inducted the AH-64E – Apache Guardian 
helicopter recently. The helicopter is made in? 

a.  India 

b.  Russia 

c.  France 

d.  USA 

 

10) Dharma Guardian is an exercise between 
India and which of the following countries? 

a.  Nepal 

b.  Japan 

c.  Bhutan 

d.  Sri Lanka 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 Asteroid Impact Deflection Assessment 
(AIDA) is an ambitious double-spacecraft 
mission to deflect an asteroid in space, to 
prove the technique as a viable method of 
planetary defence. 

 The mission includes NASA and 
the European Space Agency (ESA). 

 The target is the smaller of two bodies in the 
“double Didymos asteroids” that are in 
orbit between Earth and Mars. 

 Didymos is a near-Earth asteroid system. 

 As part of AIDA, two independent spacecraft 
would be sent to Didymos: 

1. An asteroid impactor – the NASA Double 
Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) 
Mission led by the John Hopkins’ Applied 
Physics Laboratory in the United States 

2. A follow-up asteroid rendezvous spacecraft –
 Hera. 

 In October 2022, the NASA-led part of AIDA 
would arrive: the Double Asteroid Redirection 
Test, or DART, probe will approach the binary 
system – then crash straight into the asteroid 
moon at about 6 km/s. 

 Hera will arrive about three years later, to 
characterise Didymoon in great detail. In 
particular, it will perform detailed 
measurements of the physical properties of the 
body, as well as its orbit, to characterise the 
consequences of DART’s kinetic impact. 

  All this would allow researchers to model the 
efficiency of the collision. 

 This can help turn this experiment into a 
technique that could be repeated, as needed, in 
the event of a real threat. 

2. b 

 It is considered to be among the most 
challenging and technically difficult peak to 
scale. 
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 It lies in the Zanskar range. 

 An Indian Army team successfully summited 
Mount Leo Pargyil (6773M). 

3. a 

 Initiated in 2014, the Integrated Tiger Habitat 
Conservation Programme (ITHCP) or ‘Tiger 
Programme‘ is a grant-making initiative 
which contributes to the Global Tiger Recovery 
Programme (GTRP), a global effort to double 
tiger numbers in the wild by 2022. 

 The programme consists of a portfolio of 12 
large-scale projects in key Tiger Conservation 
Landscapes across Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Indonesia, Nepal and Myanmar. 

 The initiative is funded by The German 
Cooperation via KfW Development 
Bank, over two phases. 

 It is being implemented by the IUCN and kfw. 

4. a 

 The Global Fund is a partnership designed to 
accelerate the end of AIDS, Tuberculosis 
and Malaria. 

 India has had a sustained partnership with the 
Global Fund since 2002 both as a recipient 
and as a donor.  

5. b 

 Didymos is a near-Earth asteroid system. 

6. c 

7. b 

 While GVA gives a picture of the state of 
economic activity from the producers’ side 
or supply side, the GDP gives the picture 
from the consumers’ side or demand 
perspective. 

 GDP is a good measure to compare India 
with another economy, while GVA is 
better to compare different sectors within 
the economy. 

8. a 

9. d 

 Apache attack helicopters are being purchased 
to replace the Mi-35 fleet. 

10. b 

05-09-2019 

1) This year Rashtriya Poshan Maah 
2019 focuses on five critical components called 
‘Paanch Sutras’. Which of the following 
is not among them? 

1. First 1000 days of the Child 

2. Malaria 

3. Diarrhoea 

4. Hand Wash & Sanitation 

5. Pneumonia 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  1 and 3 only 

b.  2 and 5 only 

c.  2, 4 and 5 only 

d.  None 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Exercise Yudh Abhyas 

1. It is a joint military training exercise 
between India and United States of 
America (USA). 

2. It will be hosted alternately between the 
two countries every year. 

3. 15th edition of Yudh Abhyas is being 
conducted at Indian Military Academy, 
Dehradun. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

3) With respect to Terracotta 
Grinder sometimes seen in the news recently, 
consider the following statements 

1. It is the first ever made dynamic 
equipment that is fully made up of 
terracotta. 
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2. It was launched by the Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission (KVIC). 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Indo-Russian Innovation Bridge 

1. It is a skywalk bridge built in Ufa, 
Russia at the confluence of the Belaya 
and Ufa Rivers. 

2. It was built in partnership with New 
Development Bank (NDB). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to New Development Bank (NDB) 

1. The mandate of the NDB is to mobilize 
resources for infrastructure and 
sustainable development projects for 
BRICS countries only. 

2. The Bank is headquartered in Shanghai, 
China. 

3. India is one of the founding members, 
holding 20% stake in the Bank. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Project REPLAN 

1. It aims to remove the existing waste 
plastic material from nature and use it 
in a semi-permanent manner. 

2. It was launched by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Match the following with respect to IMD 
colour code warnings 

1. Green – a. No warning 

2. Yellow – b. Watch 

3. Orange – c. Alert 

4. Red – d. Warning 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  1-d; 2-c; 3-b; 4-a 

b.  1-a; 2-c; 3-b; 4-d 

c.  1-b; 2-a; 3-c; 4-d 

d.  1-a; 2-b; 3-c; 4-d 

 

8) With respect to Dadabhai Naoroji, consider 
the following statements 

1. He was closely involved with the Indian 
National Congress in its early phase, 
and served as the first Indian member 
of the British parliament. 

2. He was among the key proponents of the 
‘Drain Theory’, disseminating it in his 
1901 book ‘Words of Freedom’. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 
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c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Travel and Tourism Competitiveness 
Index was released by which of the following? 

a.  UNESCO 

b.  World Economic Forum 

c.  UN World Tourism Organisation 

d.  World Travel and Tourism Council 

 

10) Global Liveability Ranking 2019 
Report was recently released by which of the 
following? 

a.  UN Environment 

b.  World Economic Forum 

c.  UN Development Programme 

d.  Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 The entire month of September 2019 will be 
celebrated as the Rashtriya Poshan Maah. 

 This year the theme is Complementary 
Feeding. 

 This year Poshan Maah focuses on five critical 
components called ‘Paanch Sutras’. 

1. First 1000 days of the Child 

2. Anaemia 

3. Diarrhoea 

4. Hand Wash & Sanitation 

5. Poshtik Aahar (wholesome meal with diet 
diversity) 

2. b 

 As part of the ongoing Indo-US defence 
cooperation, a joint military training, 
Exercise Yudh Abhyas - 2019 is being 
conducted at Joint Base Lewis Mc Chord, 
Washington, USA from 05-18 September 
2019. 

 Exercise Yudh Abhyas is one of the largest 
joint running military training and defence 
corporation endeavours between India and 
USA. 

 This will be the 15th edition of the joint 
exercise hosted alternately between the two 
countries. 

3. b 

 Khadi and Village Industries 
Commission (KVIC) launched a first ever 
‘Terracotta Grinder’ at Sewapuri in 
Varanasi. 

 This machine will grind the wasted and 
broken pottery items for re-using in 
pottery-making. 

 This Terracotta grinder will make grinding of 
wasted pottery items faster than the traditional 
mortar and pestle. 

4. d 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has recently 
launched Indo-Russian Innovation 
Bridge which is an online platform to 
promote joint innovations.  

 The facility is meant to bridge the gap between 
Indian and Russian startup ecosystems.  

5. c 

 The NDB is the first Multilateral 
Development Bank established by 
developing countries and emerging economies 
— Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa. 

 The mandate of the Bank is to mobilize 
resources for infrastructure and sustainable 
development projects in BRICS and other 
emerging economies and developing 
countries, complementing the existing efforts 
of multilateral and regional financial 
institutions for global growth and 
development. 

 India is one of the founding members, 
holding 20% stake in the Bank. 

 The Bank is headquartered in Shanghai, 
China. 

6. a 
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 Project REPLAN was launched by the Khadi 
and Village Industries Commission 
(KVIC). 

 In this project, the waste plastic is collected, 
cleaned, chopped, beaten and treated for 
softness. 

 After that, it is mixed with the paper raw 
material i.e. cotton rags pulp in a ratio of 80 % 
(pulp) and 20% (plastic waste). 

 REPLAN aims to remove the existing 
waste plastic material from nature and use 
it in a semi-permanent manner, so that 
availability of plastic in nature is reduced to a 
large extent. 

7. d  

 

8. a 

 Dadabhai Naoroji was often the “Grand Old 
Man of India”. 

 He was closely involved with the Indian 
National Congress in its early phase, and 
served as the first Indian member of the 
British parliament. 

 He was Congress president thrice, in 1886, 
1893, and 1906. 

 He was among the key proponents of the 
‘Drain Theory’, disseminating it in his 1901 
book ‘Poverty and Un-British Rule in 
India’. 

9. b 

 India jumps six ranks to 34 on the world travel 
and tourism competitiveness index 2019 
released by the World Economic 
Forum (WEF). 

10. d 

 One of Pakistan’s cities — Karachi — has been 
ranked among one of the least liveable cities on 
the earth. 

 On the other hand, national capital Delhi does 
not even feature in the top 100 cities to live in, 
according to a recent report by 
the Economist Intelligence 
Unit titled Global Liveability Ranking 
2019. 

 Karachi got 136th spot out of 140 cities across 
the world whereas Delhi was on 118th position, 
slipping six spots from its previous ranking. 
Syrian city Damascus scored the lowest on the 
list and was at 140th position.  

06-09-2019 

1) Which of the following is not one among the 
four broad indicators used to rank countries 
under the Travel and Tourism Competitive 
Report which was released recently by the 
World Economic Forum? 

a.  Infrastructure 

b.  Enabling environment 

c.  Visa Requirements 

d.  Natural and cultural resources 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) 

1. It was established to support the 
economic development of eastern 
countries in the Asia-Pacific region. 

2. India participated in the 5th Eastern 
Economic Forum (EEF) that was held 
recently in Vladivostok, Russia. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Nuakhai Festival 

1. It is a festival to celebrate the newly 
harvested food by the farmers.  

2. It will be celebrated especially in the 
western parts of Odisha. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Mid-Monsoon 2019 Lightning Report was 
recently released by? 

a.  Indian Meteorological Department 

b.  World Meteorological Organisation 

c.  Centre for Science and Environment 

d.  Jointly by A and B 

 

5) An ocean liner travelling from Vladivostok 
to Chennai in its shortest route would sail 
through which of the following? 

1. Sea of Japan 

2. Red Sea 

3. North Channel 

4. Strait of Malacca 

5. Gibraltar Strait 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  4 only 

b.  1 and 4 only 

c.  2, 3 and 5 only 

d.  All except 3 

 

 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Mobile Science Exhibition (MSE) 
Programme 

1. It was launched in 1965 and celebrated 
Golden Jubilee in the year 2015.  

2. Mounted on a specially designed bus, a 
Mobile Science Exhibition carries a 
number of interactive exhibits related to 
everyday science. 

3. It was implemented by the National 
Council of Educational Research and 
Training (NCERT). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  2 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Climate Resilient Observing 
Systems Promotion Council (CROPC) 

1. It has been formed as a non-profit 
organization under section 8 of 
Company Act 2013. 

2. It comes under the regulatory 
framework of Ministry of Science and 
Technology. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Council of Science 
Museums (NCSM) 

1. It is primarily engaged in 
‘Communicating Science to Empower 
People’ through its network of twenty-
five Science Centres/Museums spread 
across India.  
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2. It is an autonomous organization under 
the Ministry of Culture. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Exercise TSENTR 2019 

1. It is a bilateral military exercise 
between India and Tajikistan. 

2. It aims at practicing the participating 
armies in the fight against the scourge 
of international terrorism thereby 
ensuring military security in the 
strategic central Asian region. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10 With respect to Lightning, consider the 
following statements 

1. It is a result of the difference in 
electrical charge between the top and 
bottom of a cloud.  

2. Most lightning occurs within the clouds. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Answers 

1. c 

2. b 

 The Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) was 
established in 2015, with the aim of supporting 
the economic development of Russia’s Far 
East, and to expand international 
cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. 

 The ongoing EEF Summit at the Far Eastern 
Federal University is the fifth in its history. 

 Among the participants in the Summit 
are India, Malaysia, Japan, Australia, and 
South Korea.  

 Speaking at the Plenary Session of the 5th 
Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) 
in Vladivostok, Russia, Indian Prime 
Minister announced that India would extend a 
$1 billion line of credit towards the 
development of the Russian Far East. 

3. c 

4. a 

 Mid-Monsoon Lightning Report 2019 is 
a study jointly prepared by the Climate 
Resilient Observing System Promotion 
Council (CROPC), the India 
Meteorological Department, ministry 
of earth science and World Vision, a 
voluntary organization. 

5. b 

 During the Indian Prime Minister visit to 
Vladivostok recently, a Memorandum of Intent 
was signed to open a full-fledged maritime 
route between Russia’s eastern port city 
Vladivostok and Chennai on India’s eastern 
seaboard. 

 An ocean liner travelling from Vladivostok to 
Chennai would sail southward on the Sea of 
Japan past the Korean peninsula, Taiwan and 
the Philippines in the South China Sea, past 
Singapore and through the Strait of 
Malacca, to emerge into the Bay of 
Bengal and then cut across through the 
Andaman and Nicobar archipelago to Chennai. 

6. b 
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 The first Mobile Science Exhibition (MSE) on 
the theme ‘Our Familiar Electricity’ was 
inaugurated in 1965. 

 National Council of Science Museums 
(NCSM) functions under the Ministry of 
Culture is running this programme. 

 Mounted on a specially designed bus, a Mobile 
Science Exhibition carries a number of 
interactive exhibits related to everyday science. 

 The MSE or Museo-bus travels from school to 
school in rural areas and organize exhibitions 
there throughout the year. 

 Along with the exhibition, some other 
programmes like Sky Observation Programme 
through telescope, science films show, Science 
Demonstration Lectures etc. are also 
organized. 

 celebrated Golden Jubilee of Mobile Science 
Exhibition (MSE) program from 17th – 
20th November 2015. 

7. a 

 Climate Resilient Observing-Systems 
Promotion Council (CROPC) has been 
formed as non-profit organization under 
section 8 of Company Act 2013 to act as an 
interface between Central Early warning 
agencies, line departments, state, Community, 
NGOs and other stakeholders. 

 CROPC under the regulatory framework 
of Indian Meteorological 
Department will function as Center for 
promotion of Climate Resilient Observing 
Systems and public notification system for 
various hazards due to Climate Change 
extremities.  

8. c 

 National Council of Science Museums 
(NCSM), an autonomous organization under 
the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India is 
primarily engaged in ‘Communicating 
Science to Empower People’ through its 
network of twenty-five Science 
Centres/Museums spread across India.  

9. b 

 Exercise TSENTR 2019 is part of the annual 
series of large scale exercises that form part of 

the Russian Armed Forces' annual 
training cycle.  

 This year’s Exercise TSENTR 2019 will be 
conducted by Central Military Commission of 
Russia. 

 Apart from host Russia, military contingents 
from China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Pakistan and Uzbekistan will 
also take part in this mega event. 

 The exercise aims at evolving drills of the 
participating armies and practicing them in the 
fight against the scourge of international 
terrorism thereby ensuring military 
security in the strategic central Asian 
region.  

 India will be taking part with armies 
from Pakistan, China among others in the 
exercises being held by Russia set to be kicked 
off from September 9, 2019. 

10. c 

 Lightning is a very rapid and massive 
discharge of electricity in the atmosphere. 

 Some of it is directed towards the Earth. 

 It is a result of the difference in electrical 
charge between the top and bottom of a cloud. 

 The lightning-generating clouds are typically 
about 10-12 km in height, with their base about 
1-2 km from the Earth’s surface. 

 The temperatures at the top range from -35°C 
to -45°C. 

 According to the Mid-Monsoon Lightning 
Report 2019, 65.55 lakh lightning strikes in 
India during this four-month period between 
April and July this year, of which 23.53 lakh 
(36 per cent) happened to be cloud-to-ground 
lightning, the kind that reaches the Earth. 

 The other 41.04 lakh (64 per cent) were in-
cloud lightning, which remains confined 
to the clouds in which it was formed. 
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07-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements 
regarding Brucellosis 

1. It is a disease caused by a group of 
bacteria. 

2. It infects both Human and Animals. 

3. It primarily affects goats, sheep, camels, 
pigs, elk, deer, cattle, and dogs. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Ziro music festival 

1. It an annual festival held in Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

2. It focuses on eco-friendly practices. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following statements 

1. Generate employment for women 

2. Reduce food wastage 

3. Reduce post harvest losses 

4. Hedge the farmer’s risk. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
benefits of Mega Food Parks? 

a.  All except 2 and 3 

b.  All except 1 and 4 

c.  All except 4 

d.  All 

 

4) Consider the following statements 
regarding Great Indian Bustard 

1. Houbara is a migratory bustard species 
and it is endemic to the grasslands of 
India. 

2. Great Indian Bustard is listed as 
“Critically Endangered” by IUCN. 

3. Gujarat has recently announced Project 
Great Indian Bustard for its recovery 
from brink of extinction. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are 
correct? 

a.  2 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Total Soluble Solids (TSS) 

1. It is a parameter that measures the 
sugar content in fruits and beverages. 

2. FSSAI has recently removed the 
mandatory requirement of minimum 
percentage of TSS in fruit nectars, fruit 
drinks and carbonated fruit beverages. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Consider the following pairs 

1. Lingling – Hurricane 

2. Dorian – Typhoon 

Which of the pair(s) given above is/are 
correctly matched? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 
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d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Which of the following ministries has been 
recently awarded the best Ministry for 
Implementation of Swachhata Action Plan for 
2018-19? 

a.  Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 

b.  Ministry of Railways 

c.  Ministry of Rural Development 

d.  Ministry of Environment and Forest 

 

8) With which of the following countries India 
has recently signed a military logistics 
agreement? 

a.  South Korea 

b.  Seychelles 

c.  Maldives 

d.  Sri Lanka 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to WTO 

1. Domestic subsidies should not 
exceed 10% of the value of production 
under the WTO’s rules on agriculture. 

2. India's interest subvention, production 
subsidy, buffer stock subsidy etc are 
source of centention where as Fair and 
Remunerative Price (FRP) has been 
resolved. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Pavagada power plant, world’s largest solar 
park is in which of the following state? 

a.  Gujarat 

b.  Rajasthan 

c.  Karnataka 

d.  Andhra Pradesh 

 

Answers 

1. d 

2. c 

3. d 

 The Mega Food Park Scheme is being 
implemented in order to give a major impetus 
to the food processing sector by adding value 
and reducing food wastage at each stage of the 
supply chain with particular focus on 
perishables. 

 Mega Food Parks create modern infrastructure 
facilities for food processing along the value 
chain from farm to market with strong forward 
and backward linkages through a cluster based 
approach. 

 Common facilities and enabling infrastructure 
is created at Central Processing Centre and 
facilities for primary processing and storage is 
created near the farm in the form of Primary 
Processing Centers (PPCs) and Collection 
Centers (CCs). 

 Mega Food Parks shall further complement the 
Govt’s scheme by reducing post harvest 
losses and hedging the farmer’s risk. Mega 
Food Park shall provide gainful employment to 
women and hence help support their 
livelihood, she added. 

4. a 

 Rajasthan has charted out a plan to recover the 
population of Great Indian Bustard. 

 NGT has directed the centre to prepare a time 
bound action plan for its protection. 

5. c 

 In a move that will enable companies to launch 
fruit-based beverages with lower sugar 
content, the Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI) has decided 
to remove the mandatory 
requirement of minimum percentage of total 
soluble solids (TSS) in fruit nectars, fruit 
drinks and carbonated fruit beverages. 

TSS norms 
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 TSS is a parameter that measures the sugar 
content in fruits and beverages. 

 This is one of the regulatory steps that FSSAI is 
taking to amplify its Eat Right India initiative. 

 It will enable companies to reformulate their 
existing products. 

 It will also encourage development of products 
with lower amount of TSS, allowing them to 
restrict addition of sugar to these products. 

6. d 

 The typhoon Lingling has recently hit 
Japan before moving towards the Korean 
peninsula. 

 The Hurricane Dorian struck the North 
Carolina Island days after causing at least 30 
deaths in the Bahamas. 

7. b 

 Ministry of Railways adjudged as the Best 
Ministry for Implementation of Swachhata 
Action Plan for 2018-19. 

8. a 

9. a 

 Countries have challenged various domestic 
support measures of India such as the Fair and 
Remunerative Price (FRP), the State Advised 
Price (SAP), interest subvention, production 
subsidy, buffer stock subsidy, minimum 
domestic sale price of sugar and state-level 
measures. 

10. c 

 It is in Karnataka’s Tumkur region, spread 
over 13,000 acres of land with a capacity to 
generate 2000MW. 

 The first phase of the project is called Shakti 
Sthala project 

10-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Motihari-Amalekhgunj pipeline 

1. It is proposed project between China 
and Nepal 

2. It will ensure smooth, cost-effective and 
environment-friendly supply of 
petroleum products to Nepal. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  None of the above 

 

2) 2019 Lancet Commission which is recently 
in news, released its report on which of the 
following subject? 

a.  Poverty Alleviation 

b.  Limiting the spread of Non-Communicable 
diseases 

c.  Malaria Eradication 

d.  Polio Control 

  

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan-Dhan 
Yojana (PM-KMY) 

1. It is an old age pension scheme for all 
land holding Small and Marginal 
Farmers (SMFs) (who owns cultivable 
land up to 2 hectare) in the country. 

2. It is a voluntary and contributory 
pension scheme for the entry age group 
18 to 40 years. 

3. The spouse is also eligible to get a 
separate pension of Rs.3000/- upon 
making separate contributions to the 
Fund. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 & 2 only 

b.  1 only 

c.  3 only 

d.  All of the above 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) 

1. Reduction in import dependency. 

2. Environmental friendly fuel. 



18 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com        |      www.iasparliament.com 

3. Additional income to farmers. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 & 2 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  1 & 3 only 

d.  All of the above 

 

5) Consider the following pairs with respect to 
lunar programs 

             Flyby                              Country 

1. Luna 3                    -     United States 

2. Pioneer 3                -     USSR. 

3. Chang'e 4               -     China 

Which of the above pairs are matched 
correctly? 

a.  1 & 2 only 

b.  2 & 3 only 

c.  3 only 

d.  1, 2 & 3 

 

6) Consider the following statements regarding 
freedom fighter Govind Ballabh Pant 

1. He served as India’s Home Minister 
from 1955 to 1961, it was during his 
tenure that states were reorganized on 
linguistic lines. 

2. In 1957, Pant was awarded India’s 
highest civilian award, the Bharat 
Ratna. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  None of the above 

 

7) National Animal Disease Control 
Programme about to be launched by central 

government is to address which of the 
following disease? 

a.  Anthrax 

b.  Foot and Mouth Disease 

c.  Swine flu 

d.  Avian influenza 

 

:  

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) 
Bill, 2019. 

1. The Act promises to protect those 
people who render emergency medical 
or non-medical assistance to a victim of 
an accident, from any civil or criminal 
liability. 

2. The minimum compensation for death 
or grievous injury due to hit and run has 
been moved up substantially. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  None of the above 

 

9) Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is an 
island nation located in which of the 
following seas? 
  

a.  Caribbean Sea 

b.  Weddle Sea 

c.  Ross Sea 

d.  Scotia Sea 

 

10) Krishna river, an east-flowing river that 
originates at Mahabaleshwar in Maharashtra, 
flows through which of the following states 

1. Maharashtra 

2. Karnataka 

3. Telangana 
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4. Andhra Pradesh 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1, 2 & 3 only 

b.  1,2 &4 only 

c.  1,3,& 4 only 

d.  All of the above 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 The pipeline will transport fuel from Barauni 
refinery in Bihar’s Begusarai district to 
Amalekhgunj in southeastern Nepal, situated 
across the border from Raxaul in East 
Champaran district. 

 The 69-km pipeline will drastically reduce the 
cost of transporting fuel to landlocked Nepal 
from India. 

2. c 

 A report published by The Lancet Commission 
on malaria eradication, used existing evidence 
with new epidemiological and financial 
analyses. 

 The Lancet concludes that it is possible to 
eradicate malaria as early as 2050 or within a 
generation with the right strategies and 
sufficient funding. 

3. d 

 Pradhan Mantri KisanMaan-Dhan Yojana 
(PM-KMY) is an old age pension scheme for all 
land holding Small and Marginal Farmers 
(SMFs) in the country. 

 Eligibility - Small and Marginal Farmer (SMF) 
- a farmer who owns cultivable land up to 2 
hectare as per land records of the concerned 
State/UT. 

 Age of 18- 40 years. 

4. d 

 Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme was 
launched in 2003 on pilot basis to promote the 
use of alternative and environmental friendly 
fuels. 

 It is implemented by the Ministry or Oil 
Marketing Companies (OMCs). 

 The National Policy on Bio-fuels has set a 
target of 20% blending of biofuels, both for 
bio-diesel and bio-ethanol. 

 This will require an integrated approach in the 
Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP). 

 The stated benefits of Ethanol Blended Petrol 
(EBP) Programme are as follows 

1. Reduction in import dependency. 

2. Support to agricultural sector. 

3. Environmental friendly fuel. 

4. Additional income to farmers. 

5. c 

 Pioneer 3                  -     United States 

 Luna 3                      -     USSR 

 Chang'e 4                 -     China 

6. c 

 He took efforts to pass the Hindu Code Bill (in 
Uttar Pradesh), which made monogamy 
compulsory for Hindu men and gave Hindu 
women the right to divorce and inherit 
ancestral property. 

 He was the first Chief Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh in Independent India. 

 As chief minister, he was always against a 
separate electorate for minorities, saying the 
step would further divide communities. 

7. b 

 PM to launch National Animal Disease Control 
Programme for Foot and Mouth Disease. 

 It is a 100% centrally funded programme, 
which aims to control Foot and Mouth Disease 
and Brucellosis by 2025 with vaccination and 
eventual eradication by 2030. 

 Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) is an 
infectious and sometimes fatal viral disease - 
Affects cloven-hoofed animals, including 
domestic and wild bovids. 

 It is highly infectious and can be spread by 
infected animals through aerosols, through 
contact with contaminated farming 
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equipment, vehicles, clothing, or feed, and by 
domestic and wild predators. 

 The virus causes a high fever for two or three 
days, followed by blisters inside the mouth and 
on the feet that may rupture and cause 
lameness. 

 Humans can be infected with foot-and-mouth 
disease through contact with infected animals, 
but this is extremely rare. 

8. c 

 The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 is 
based on the recommendations of the Group of 
Transport Ministers of States. 

 The new Act has extended the period for 
renewal of driving licenses from one month to 
one year after the date of expiry. 

 Only if the renewal delayed more than a year, 
will the driver have to undergo a test of 
competence. 

 The Act promises to protect those people who 
render emergency medical or non-medical 
assistance to a victim of an accident, from any 
civil or criminal liability. 

 The minimum compensation for death or 
grievous injury due to hit and run has been 
moved up substantially. 

9. a 

 Prime Minister of St. Vincent and 
Grenadinesis participating in high-level United 
Nations Convention on Combating 
Desertification (UNCCD) Symposium in New 
Delhi. 

 St. Vincent and Grenadines has a historical 
achievement of becoming "the smallest 
country ever" to be elected as a non-permanent 
member of the UN Security Council. 

10. d 

 The Krishna is an east-flowing river that 
originates at Mahabaleshwar in Maharashtra. 

 It flowing through Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh before 
entering into the Bay of Bengal 

 

11-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to African Swine Fever (ASF) 

1. It is a severe ‘viral disease’ of pigs that 
can spread very rapidly in pig herds. 

2. ASF is not a threat to human beings 
since it only spreads from animals to 
other animals. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Project BalBasera 

1. It is a crèche ‘for the welfare of Children 
of Construction Workers. 

2. Project is being executed by ‘Central 
Public Works Department’ (CPWD), 
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
not correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Which of the following city is the Capital of 
Iceland 

a.  Oslo 

b.  Reykjavík 

c.  Helsinki 

d.  Dublin  

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Acharya VinobaBhave 

1. He is best known for his land reform 
movement called the BhoodanYajna or 
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Bhoodan movement (Land-Gift 
Movement). 

2. He is the second Individual Sathyagrahi 
appointed by Mahatma Gandhiji. 

3. He is the first recipient of the Ramon 
Magsaysay Award from India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 & 2 only 

b.  1 & 3 only 

c.  1, 2 & 3 

d.  1 only 

 

5) Consider the following pairs with respect 
to important judgements in India 

                                    Case                          Judgements 

1. NavtejJohar v. Union of India         -     
Scraped Section 377 of IPC 

2. K.S. Puttuswamy v. Union of India -    
 Right to Privacy 

3. Joseph Shine vs. Union of India     -    
 Abolition of Criminalization of Adultery 

Which of the above pairs are matched 
correctly? 

a.  1 & 2 only 

b.  2 & 3 only 

c.  3 only 

d.  1, 2 & 3 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to UN Human Rights Commission 
(UNHRC) 

1. The UNHRC is an inter-governmental 
body within the United Nations system 
responsible for addressing situations of 
human rights violations. 

2. The Human Rights Council replaced the 
former United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights (UNCHR). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  None 

 

7) What are the two contributors of Imported 
Inflation? 

a.  Crude oil & Gold 

b.  Cooking oil & Pulses 

c.  Electronics & Plastics 

d.  Iron & Steel 

 

8) Consider the following statements 
regarding Indian National Trust for Art and 
Cultural Heritage (INTACH) 

 The Indian National Trust for Art and 
Cultural Heritage (INTACH) is a non-
profit charitable organization. 

 In 2007, the United Nations awarded 
INTACH a special consultative status 
with United Nations Economic and 
Social Council. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  None 

 

9) Consider the following statements 
regarding Zero Budget Natural Farming 
(ZBNF) 

1. ZBNF farming technique promotes the 
usage of natural products along with 
chemical fertilizers. 

2. To help the microorganisms act, 
farmers must apply Jiwamrita’ 
(microbial culture) and ‘Bijamrita’ (seed 
treatment solution). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 
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b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  None 

 

10) SardarSarovar Dam is built across which 
of the following river? 

a.  Narmada, Gujarat 

b.  Sabarmati River, Gujarat 

c.  Chambal River. Madhya Pradesh 

d.  Krishna River, Maharashtra 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 Recent ASF outbreak has been sweeping 
through swine populations in China, leading to 
massive mass cullings. 

 ASF is a highly contagious and fatal animal 
disease that infects domestic and wild pigs. 

 The virus is then easily spread between pigs 
by, 

1. Direct contact with an infected animal, 

2. From its body fluids (nasal, oral, feces, blood) 
or 

3. Indirectly from contact with contaminated 
objects. 

4. Some species of ‘ticks’ (vector) can transmit 
the virus. 

5. Blood sucking flies or insects may possibly 
spread the virus between pigs. 

 The fever has no cure, no approved vaccine, 
the only way to stop it spreading is by culling 
the animals. 

 The disease occurs in many African countries, 
outbreaks have also occurred in Central and 
Eastern Europe, Eurasia and China. 

2. d 

 ‘BalBasera’ or a ‘Creche’ has been inaugurated 
for the welfare of Children of Construction 
Workers deployed at AIIMS Rishikesh. 

 CPWD has signed an MoU with CPWD OWA 
(Officers’ Wives Association), which shall run 
Bal Basera. 

 CPWD OWA, a socio cultural organization, is 
actively involved in the social welfare activities 
of weaker sections of society. 

 It manages a large number of BalBaseras and 
organizing health camps at construction sites, 
a day care centre. 

3. b 

 The President of India, Shri Ram 
NathKovindreached Reykjavik, capital of 
Iceland. 

 This is the first visit of an Indian President to 
Iceland since the visit of Dr Kalam in 2005. 

 Teaching of Hindi language at University of 
Iceland will begin shortly as setup of Hindi 
Chair at the University of Iceland have been 
completed. 

4. b 

 Acharya VinobaBhave is the social reformer 
and the great Gandhian who worked tirelessly 
throughout his life for the disenfranchised and 
the downtrodden. 

 He is best known for his land reform 
movement called the BhoodanYajna or 
Bhoodan movement (Land-Gift Movement). 

 He was the first Individual Sathyagrahi 
appointed by Mahatma Gandhi, Jahwarlal 
Nehru was the second Sathyagrahi.  

 He was also jailed several times for leading 
protest against British rule, the title of acharya 
(teacher) was given to him by the people. 

 His biggest contribution came in the form of 
Bhoodan movement, He walked from village to 
village, and appealed the wealthy landlords to 
donate land to the poor and landless. 

 VinobaBhave also has the distinction of being 
the first recipient of the Ramon Magsaysay 
Award from India. 

5. d 

6. c 

 The Council is made up of 47 UN Member 
States, which are elected by the UNGA through 
a direct and secret ballot. 
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 The General Assembly takes into account the 
contribution of the candidate states to the 
promotion and protection of human rights, as 
well as their voluntary pledges and 
commitments in this regard. 

 Members of the Council serve for a period of 
three years, and are not eligible for immediate 
re-election after serving two consecutive terms. 

7. a 

 When the general price level rises in a country 
because of the rise in prices of imported 
commodities, inflation is termed as imported. 

 The weakening of the domestic currency in the 
past two months i.e. July and August 2019 may 
lead to imported inflation in the country. 

 Two key contributors to India’s imports are: 
Crude Oil and Gold. 

 Rise in prices of these two products lead to rise 
in the import bill of the country. 

8. c 

 INTACH was founded in 1984 in New Delhi 
with the vision to create a membership 
organization to stimulate and spearhead 
heritage awareness and conservation in India. 

 Since 1984, INTACH has pioneered the 
conservation and protection of India's natural 
and cultural heritage and is today the largest 
membership organization in the country 
dedicated to conservation. 

9. b 

 ZBNF is a farming technique that seeks to 
bring down input costs for farmers by 
encouraging them to rely upon “natural 
products”, rather than spending money on 
pesticides and fertilizers. 

 The concept behind ZBNF is that over 98 per 
cent of the nutrients required by crops for 
photosynthesis carbon dioxide, nitrogen, 
water, and solar energy are already available 
“free” from the air, rain, and Sun. 

 To help the microorganisms act, farmers must 
apply ‘Jiwamrita’ (microbial culture) and 
‘Bijamrita’ (seed treatment solution), and take 
up ‘mulching’ (covering plants with a layer of 
dried straw or fallen leaves) and ‘waaphasa’ 
(giving water outside the plant’s canopy) to 

maintain the right balance of soil temperature, 
moisture, and air. 

 To manage insects and pests, ZBNF 
recommends the use of ‘Agniastra’, 
‘Brahmastra’ and ‘Neemastra’, which, like 
‘Jiwamrita’ and ‘Bijamrita’, are based mainly 
on urine and dung of Indian cow breeds. 

10. a 

 The SardarSarovar Dam is a gravity dam on 
the Narmada river near Navagam, Gujarat in 
India. 

 Four Indian states, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Rajasthan, receive water and 
electricity supplied from the dam. 

 The foundation stone of the project was laid 
out by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru on 5 
April 1961. 

12-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Drought Tool Box 

1. Drought Tool box is an initiative of 
UNCCD, which is launched in India.  

2. The toolbox is a sort of knowledge bank 
which contains tools that helps 
countries to prepare for drought 
effectively. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct?  

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  None of the above 

 

2) Basel Ban Amendment law is based on 
which of the following purposes 

a.  Banking norms to tackle the risk 

b.  Global waste dumping prohibition 

c.  Address the movement of radioactive waste 

d.  Convention on International Financial Crisis 
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3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Indian Institute of Skills 

1. First IISs will be established in Mumbai. 

2. It aims to provide skill training in highly 
specialized areas to undergraduates 

3. IISs is in line with Institutes of 
Eminence including IITs and IIMs 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 & 2 only 

b.  1 & 3 only 

c.  1, 2 & 3 

d.  1 only 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 

1. Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 
instituted by Ministry of Women and 
Child Development (WCD). 

2. It aims to give recognition to children 
who have made extraordinary 

3. It has two categories i.e., Bal Shakti 
Puraskar and Bal Kalyan Puraskar. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 & 2 only 

b.  1 & 3 only 

c.  1, 2 & 3 

d.  1 only 

 

5) Which of the following initiative 
allows hassle free passenger travel in airports? 

a.  DigiSky 

b.  E-Mitra 

c.  DigiYatra 

d.  Esahaj 

 

 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Snow Leopard 

1. Himalayas are the only natural habitat 
of snow leopards. 

2. Conservation of snow leopards can 
prevent land degradation of the 
Himalayan ecosystem.  

3. Bishkek Declaration aims to protect the 
species and its environment. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 & 2 only 

b.  2 & 3 only 

c.  1, 2 & 3 

d.  1 & 3 only 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Planet K2-18b 

1. K2-18b is eight times the mass of Earth 
and the only planet orbiting a star 
outside the Solar System. 

2. It is known to have both water and 
temperatures that could be potentially 
habitable. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 & 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Sixth Schedule of Indian Constitution deals 
with which of the following 

a.  Allocation of seats in Raja Sabha 

b.  List of recognized languages 

c.  Provisions as to disqualification on ground of 
defection 

d.  Provisions as to the Administration of Tribal 
Areas 
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9) Consider the following pairs with respect to 
Tribes and their respective states 

            Tribes              States 

1. Balti          -   Ladakh 

2. Chakma      - Mizoram 

3. Kani           - Telangana 

Which of the above pairs are matched 
incorrectly? 

a.  1 & 2 only 

b.  2 & 3 only 

c.  3 only 

d.  1, 2 & 3 

 

10) Jeevan Kaushal curriculum designed by 
University Grants Commission (UGC) deals 
with which of the following 

a.  Technical Development 

b.  Life Sciences 

c.  Life Skills 

d.  Medical Sciences 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 The 14th Conference of Parties (COP14) to 
United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) which is currently 
underway at India. 

 This event highlighted the different causes of 
drought and also saw launch of a toolbox 
which is a one-stop shop for all actions on 
drought. 

 The toolbox is a sort of knowledge bank which 
contains tools that strengthen the ability of 
countries to anticipate and prepare for drought 
effectively and mitigate their impacts as well as 
tools that enable communities to anticipate 
and find the land management tools that help 
them to build resilience to drought. 

2. b 

Basel Ban Amendment 

 The 1995 Basel Ban Amendment, a global 
waste dumping prohibition, has become 
an international law after Croatia (97th 
country to ratify) ratified it on September 6, 
2019. 

 Basel Ban Amendment was adopted by the 
parties to the Basel Convention in 1995. 

 To protect human health and the environment 
against the adverse effects of hazardous 
wastes. 

 The amendment prohibits all export of 
hazardous wastes, including electronic wastes 
and obsolete ships from 29 wealthiest 
countries of the Organization of Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) to non-
OECD countries. 

 Basel Convention Control of 
Transboundary Movements of 
Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal -
 was opened for signature on 22 March 1989 
and entered into force on 5 May 1992 

 It is an international treaty that was designed 
to reduce the movements of hazardous waste 
between nations, and specifically to prevent 
transfer of hazardous waste from developed to 
less developed countries (LDCs). 

 It does not address the movement of 
radioactive waste. 

3.  b 

 Union Minister for Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE), laid the foundation 
stone of Indian Institute of Skills (IIS) at 
Mumbai. 

 It aims to provide skill training in highly 
specialized areas to students who want to 
pursue technical education after completing 
Class X and Class XII, making them 
employable. 

 Tata Education Development Trust (TEDT) 
was selected as the private partner for setting 
up IIS at NSTI campus in Mumbai through a 
competitive bidding process. 

 The aim of the Institute is to ensure that 5000 
trainees will be passing out every year with 
70% placement opportunities. 

 The Union Cabinet had given its nod to set up 
Indian Institute of Skills (IISs) in three 



26 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com        |      www.iasparliament.com 

locations of the country - Mumbai, 
Ahmedabad and Kanpur, to give wings to the 
Skill India Mission. 

 These institutes will be constructed & operated 
on a PPP (Public-Private Partnership) model 
and in not-for-profit basis. 

4. c 

 Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 
instituted by WCD Ministry to felicitate 
meritorious children, individuals and 
institutions of the country is given under two 
categories i.e., Bal Shakti Puraskar and Bal 
Kalyan Puraskar. 

 The Bal Shakti Puraskar aims to give 
recognition to children who have made 
extraordinary achievements in various fields 
including innovation, scholastic, sports, art 
and culture, social service and bravery. 

 Whereas the Bal Kalyan Puraskar is given as 
recognition to individuals and institutions, 
who have made an outstanding contribution 
towards service for children in the field of child 
development, child protection and child 
welfare. 

5. c 

Digital initiatives of Ministry of Civil aviation 
are  

 eDGCA project - Automates the processes 
and functions of DGCA and to work on 
development of various modules including 
licensing of pilots is under progress. 

 DigiSky - An online portal to regulate the 
entire gamut of activities relating to 
governance and operation of Remotely Piloted 
Aircraft System (RPAS)/Unmanned Aircraft 
Vehicles (UAVs)/drones has been made 
operational. 

 Esahaj- It is100% of security clearances 
through Esahaj online portal, It will grant 
clearances in respect of 24 categories. 

 DigiYatra - DigiYatra initiative envisages 
seamless and hassle free passenger travel using 
biometric technologies to improve passenger 
experience, and reduce queue waiting. 

6. b 

 Snow leopard is listed as Vulnerable on the 
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

 Inhabit alpine and subalpine zones at 
elevations from 3,000 to 4,500 m (9,800 to 
14,800 ft). 

 Habitat extends through twelve countries: 
Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, India, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. 

 China contains as much as 60% of all snow 
leopard habitat areas. 

 Global Snow Leopard Forum, 2013:12 
countries encompassing the snow leopards 
range (Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, India, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Mongolia, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, and 
Uzbekistan). 

 According to UNCCD’s report conservation of 
snow leopards and preservation of people’s 
cultural values can prevent land degradation of 
the Himalayan ecosystem.  

 Bishkek Declaration aims to protect the 
species and its environment. 

 Global Snow Leopard and Eco-system 
Protection Program is a joint initiative of range 
country governments, international agencies, 
civil society, and the private sector. 

7. c 

 Astronomers have for the first time discovered 
water in the atmosphere of an exoplanet with 
Earth-like temperatures that could support 
life. 

 K2-18b is now the only planet orbiting a star 
outside the Solar System known to have both 
water and temperatures that could be 
potentially habitable. 

 K2-18b, which is eight times the mass of Earth, 
is now the only planet orbiting a star outside 
the Solar System. 

 The planet orbits the cool dwarf star K2-18, 
which is about 110 light years from Earth in 
the Leo constellation, researchers said. 

  “K2-18b is not ‘Earth 2.0’ as it is significantly 
heavier and has a different atmospheric 
composition. 

8. d 

 Sixth Schedule of Indian constitution deals 
with the Administration of Tribal Areas in the 
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States of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and 
Mizoram. (Articles 244(2) and 275(1)) 

 Recently National Commission for Scheduled 
Tribes deliberated the issue of inclusion of UT 
of Ladakh under Fifth/Sixth Schedule of the 
Constitution of India. 

 The region is inhabited by following Scheduled 
Tribes, namely: 

1. Balti 

2. Beda 

3. Bot, Boto 

4. Brokpa, Drokpa, Dard, Shin 

5. Changpa 

6. Garra 

7. Mon 

8. Purigpa. 

9. c 

 Kani is a tribe living in the Western Ghats area 
of Kerala. 

 Their use of the forest plant arogyapacha 
(trichopus zeylanicus) recently in news for its 
incredible medicinal values. 

 A recently discovered species of tree-dwelling 
crab has been named Kani maranjandu after 
the tribe. 

10.  c 

 Union Ministry of Human Resource 
Development has launched the Curriculum for 
Life Skills (JeevanKaushal) designed by 
University Grants Commission (UGC) for 
Under Graduate Programme. 

 Life skills (JeevanKaushal) curriculum cover 
the set of human talents acquired by an 
individual via classroom learning or life 
experience that can help them to deal with 
problems encountered in day to day life. 

 This includes the core skills each individual 
must possess internally as well as externally 
for the betterment of self and the society as a 
whole. Adoption of life skills is the key to 
success and quality in life.  

 

13-09-2019 

1. Consider the following statements with 
respect to World Energy Council 

1. World Energy Council formed in 1923, 
is the UN-accredited global energy body, 
representing the entire energy 
spectrum. 

2. World Energy Congress is the flag ship 
event of World Energy Council. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Which of the following Anti-tank 
missile is not developed in India 

a.  Nag missile 

b.  Amogha missile 

c.  Spike Missile 

d.  d) Man-Portable Anti-tank Guided Missile 
(MPATGM) 

 

3. Consider the following statements with 
respect to Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) 

1.  Eurasian economic union is an 
international organization for regional 
economic integration. 

2.  The economic union is primarily 
composed of post USSR nations and 
European Union countries. 

3.  It has free movement of goods, services 
and labour and has its own bureaucratic 
structure. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 and 2 

b.  1 and 3 

c.  1,2 and 3 

d.  1 only 
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4. Consider the following statements with 
respect to Government e Marketplace (GeM) 

1. GeM aims to enhance transparency, 
efficiency and speed in public 
procurement. 

2. It facilitates online procurement of 
common use Goods & Services required 
by various Government Departments / 
Organizations / PSUs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Consider the following pairs with respect 
to Defence Exercises participated by India 

 Exercise                   Country 

1) Peace Mission    -    SCO 

2) Yudh Abhyas     -   USA 

3) Maitree               -   Thailand 

Which of the above pairs are matched 
correctly? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1,2 and 3 

 

6. Consider the following statements with 
respect Central Equipment Identity Register 
(CEIR) 

1. It is an online portal which helps citizen 
to report theft of mobile phone. 

2. It is an initiative of Department of 
science and technology. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
not correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Pulathisi Express is developed under Make 
in India scheme for which of the following 
nation? 

a.  Bangladesh 

b.  Myanmar 

c.  Nepal 

d.  Srilanka 

 

8. Consider the following statements with 
respect to Global Antimicrobial Resistance 
(AMR) Research and Development (R&D) Hub 

1. The Global AMR R&D Hub was launched 
in 2018 World Health Assembly. 

2. India has joined the Global 
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) 
Research and Development (R&D) Hub 
as a new member 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct?  

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9. World University Rankings 2019 is released 
by which of the following institutions 

a.  Oxfam International 

b.  Times Higher Education 

c.  UNICEF 

d.  Teach for India 

 

10. The term Bio-terrorism recently in news 
refers to 

a.  Terrorism using naturally occurring Virus and 
Bacteria 

b.  Terrorism using modified forms of Virus and 
Bacteria 
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c.  Both a and b 

d.  None of the above 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 World Energy Council formed in 1923, the 
Council is the UN-accredited global energy 
body, representing the entire energy spectrum 

 Composed of more than 3,000 member 
organizations located in over 90 countries and 
drawn from governments, private and state 
corporations, academia, NGOs and energy-
related stakeholders. 

 Abu Dhabi is hosting the 24th World Energy 
Congress - Theme: ‘Energy for Prosperity’. 

 It is the World Energy Council’s global 
flagship event - It offers a unique 
platform for global energy leaders to 
explore new energy futures, critical 
innovation areas, and new strategies. 

 Held every three years and positioned as the 
flagship event of the World Energy Council, 
the Congress is the longest-running and 
most influential energy event in the 
world. 

2. c 

 Spike anti-tank guided missiles (ATGMs) 
is made by Israel’s Rafael Advanced Defense 
System. 

 India purchased Spike missiles in April 2019 to 
meet immediate operational requirements. 

 List of India’s Anti-Tank guided missile 

1. Amogha missile – Developed by Bharat 
Dynamics.  

2. Anti-Tank Missile (ATM) - DRDO 

3. Nag missile - DRDO 

4. Man-Portable Anti-tank Guided Missile 
(MPATGM) - DRDO 

3. b 

 Eurasian economic union is an international 
organization for regional economic 
integration. 

 It has international legal personality and is 
established by the Treaty on the Eurasian 
Economic Union. 

 EAEU includes Russia, Belarus, Armenia, 
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. 

 It has free movement of goods, services and 
labour and has its own bureaucratic structure. 

 Recently India has skipped a meeting of the 
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), which was 
organized by the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO). 

4. c 

Government e Marketplace (GeM) 

 GeM is a state-of-the-art national public 
procurement platform of Ministry of 
Commerce and Industries that has used 
technology to remove entry barriers for 
bonafide sellers and has created a vibrant e-
marketplace with a wide range of goods and 
services. 

 GeM aims to enhance transparency, efficiency 
and speed in public procurement. 

 It facilitates online procurement of common 
use Goods & Services required by various 
Government Departments / Organizations / 
PSUs. 

 It provides the tools of e-bidding, reverse e-
auction and demand aggregation to facilitate 
the government users, achieve the best value 
for their money. 

5. d 

All the above pairs are matched correctly 

6. b 

 The Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT), since 2017, 
has been working on the Central Equipment 
Identity Register (CEIR) a database of 
IMEIs (International Mobile Equipment 
Identity) the 15-digit unique number that 
identifies mobile devices. 

 Telecom ministry has launched the web portal 
to report theft of phones in Maharashtra as a 
pilot project. 
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 If your mobile phone is stolen or lost, you will 
have to file an FIR and inform the DoT via 
helpline number 14422. 

 After the police complaint, the DoT will 
blacklist the IMEI number which would result 
in the handset being blocked from accessing 
any mobile network in the future, this would 
effectively make the device redundant. 

 Through the same IMEI number, your cellular 
operator will also be able to block the phone 
from accessing the network. 

 The CEIR will also have access to GSMA’s 
global IMEI database, allowing comparison of 
IMEI numbers to identify counterfeit 
handsets. 

o GSMA is a global body which 
represents cellular operators, gear 
makers, software and internet 
companies, among other entities in the 
telecom ecosystem, this would ensure 
international cooperation in matters of 
handset theft. 

7. d 

 The strong ties between India and Sri Lanka 
received a boost through a newly 'Make in 
India' train. 

 The train which has been inducted under an 
Indian Line of Credit has an on-board 
entertainment system, modular interiors and 
fully-rotating seats in Air Conditioned Chair 
cars for passenger comfort. 

 ICF will manufacture six DEMU rakes 
consisting of 78 coaches in five variants. 

 The order is being jointly executed by RITES 
and ICF under the India-Sri Lanka economic 
cooperation agreement. 

8. c 

 Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) is the ability 
of a microbe to resist the effects of medication 
that once could successfully treat the microbe. 

 The Global AMR R&D Hub was launched in 
May 2018 in the margins of the 71st session of 
the World Health Assembly, following a call 
from G20 Leaders in 2017. 

 India has joined the Global Antimicrobial 
Resistance (AMR) Research and Development 
(R&D) Hub as a new member. 

 AMR is the ability of a microbe to resist the 
effects of medication that once could 
successfully treat the microbe. 

 Global AMR R&D Hub may allow partners to 
devote expertise in order to accelerate global 
action against antimicrobial resistance. 

9. b 

 World University Rankings is released by UK-
based Times Higher Education (THE). 

 The report ranked IIT Ropar as number one 
institute in India. 

10. c 

 Bioterrorism is terrorism involving the 
intentional release or dissemination of 
biological agents. 

 These agents are bacteria, viruses, fungi, or 
toxins, and may be in a naturally occurring or a 
human-modified form, in much the same way 
in biological warfare. 

 Recently Union defence minister described 
bio-terrorism as a “contagious plague” and 
asked the armed forces to be at the forefront of 
combating the menace. 

14-09-2019 

1) Delhi Declaration sometimes seen in the 
news recently is associated with which of the 
following? 

a.  Bio-Safety 

b.  Road Safety 

c.  Land Degradation Neutrality 

d.  Sustainable Development 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to International Mobile Equipment 
Identity (IMEI) 

1. It is a unique identity of a mobile phone 
device. 

2. It is a highly secured system and no two 
devices can be reprogrammed to have 
the same IMEI number. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

https://www.livemint.com/Industry/tKkqGgaRaxhhQqaiNL38ZK/Tampering-mobile-IMEI-number-can-send-you-to-jail-for-three.html
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a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Which of the following is not one among the 
major objectives of the Project Central 
Equipment Identity Register 
(CEIR) system which was launched recently? 

a.  Blocking of lost/stolen mobile phones across 
mobile networks thus discouraging theft of mobile 
phones 

b.  Prevention of mobile devices with duplicate and 
fake IMEIs in the network 

c.  Provide licenses for In-flight and Maritime 
Communications (IFMC) 

d.  Reduced health risks to the users with the 
control of use of counterfeit mobile phones 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Lapis Lazuli 

1. It is not a mineral but a rock. 

2. The green color of lapis lazuli is mainly 
derived from the presence of lazurite, a 
green silicate mineral of the sodalite 
group. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) Consider the following pairs 

1. Buqyaq – Saudi Arabia 

2. Badakhshan – Afghanistan 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) K2-18b sometimes seen in the news recently 
is a/an 

a.  Exo-Planet 

b.  Asteroid 

c.  Black Hole 

d.  Point in Himalayas 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Central Adverse List sometimes seen 
in the news recently 

1. It is a list which comprises only 
individuals who supported the 
Khalistan movement. 

2. The list is maintained by the Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Jan Soochna Portal 

1. It aims to provide information about 
government authorities and 
departments suo motu to the public in 
the true spirit of the Right to 
Information Act. 

2. It was launched by the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Marine Heat Wave (MHW) 

1. It can be caused by locally formed heat 
fluxes between the atmosphere and the 
ocean. 

2. Temperature-sensitive species such as 
corals are especially vulnerable to 
MHWs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary is located in 
which of the following states? 

a.  Kerala 

b.  Tamil Nadu 

c.  Karnataka 

d.  Andhra Pradesh 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 Delhi Declaration, a two-page document, 
was announced by the participating countries 
at the 14th Conference of Parties (COP 14) to 
the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) with an action plan 
to save the planet from losing more land. 

 It is an ambitious statement of global action by 
each country on how to achieve Land 
Degradation Neutrality. 

 The world needs to consider land-based 
solutions for climate action and biodiversity to 
achieve the long-term goals of the Paris 
Agreement, said the Delhi Declaration adopted 
by over 190 countries. 

2. b 

 International Mobile Equipment Identity 
(IMEI) is supposed to be a unique identity of a 
mobile phone device. 

 Generally, a phone with one/two slots of SIM 
card is programmed with one/two IMEI 
number as the case may be. 

 IMEI number being programmable, 
some miscreants do reprogram the IMEI 
number, which results in cloning of IMEI 
causing multiple phone devices with same 
IMEI number. 

 As on date, there are many cases of 
cloned/duplicated IMEI handsets in the 
network. 

 If such IMEI is blocked, a large number of 
mobile phones will get blocked being handsets 
with same IMEI causing inconvenience to 
many genuine customers. 

 Thus, there is a need to eliminate 
duplicate/fake IMEI mobile phones from the 
network. 

 Accordingly, a project called Central 
Equipment Identity Register (CEIR) 
system has been undertaken by the DoT for 
addressing security, theft and other concerns 
including reprogramming of mobile handsets. 

3. c 

The major objectives of the project include following: 

1. Blocking of lost/stolen mobile phones across 
mobile networks thus discouraging theft of 
mobile phones 

2. Facilitate in tracing of such reported 
lost/stolen mobile phones 

3. Prevention of mobile devices with duplicate 
and fake IMEIs in the network 

4. Curtail the use of counterfeit mobile devices 

5. Reduced health risks to the users with the 
control of use of counterfeit mobile phones 

6. Improved QoS and reduced call drops with 
reduction in use of counterfeit mobile devices 

4. a 

 Afghan forces has recently retook Kiran 
Wa Manjan district in the northeastern 
province of Badakhshan. 

 The Kiran Wa Manjan win is considered 
significant as the district houses big deposits 
of lapis lazuli, a deep-blue metamorphic 
rock used as a semi-precious stone. 
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 Unlike most other gem materials, lapis lazuli 
is not a mineral. 

 Instead, it is a rock composed of multiple 
minerals. 

 The blue colour of lapis lazuli is mainly 
derived from the presence of lazurite, 
a blue silicate mineral of the sodalite group. 

5. c 

 Drones attacked the world's largest oil 
processing facility in Saudi Arabia. 

 Abqaiq oil processing facility in Buqyaq as 
the largest crude oil stabilization plant in the 
world. 

 Buqyaq is some 330 kilometres northeast of 
the Saudi capital, Riyadh. 

6. a 

 ‘K2-18b’ is an ‘exoplanet’ discovered in 2015 
by NASA’s ‘Kepler spacecraft’. 

 Now, scientists have found signatures of 
‘Water vapour’ in the atmosphere of K2-18b. 

 This makes it the only planet outside Solar 
system with temperatures and water vapour 
that can potentially support life. 

 It is about 110 light years from Earth, and 8 
times the mass of Earth, orbits a star. 

 It resides in a habitable zone, the region 
around a star in which liquid water could 
potentially pool on surface of a rocky planet. 

 K2-18b is not ‘Earth 2.0’ as it is significantly 
heavier and has a different atmospheric 
composition. 

 The researchers used data from the ‘Hubble 
Space Telescope’ and analysed the K2-18b’s 
atmosphere. 

 The results revealed the molecular signature of 
water vapour, indicating, presence of hydrogen 
and helium in its atmosphere. 

7. b 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs maintains a 
list of individuals who supported the Khalistan 
movement in 1980s and 90s but left India to 
take asylum in foreign countries. 

 This list included the name of “hardliners” who 
were in favour of a separate Sikh state and had 
opposed the Operation Blue Star. 

 Many of the Sikhs on this list fled India to 
escape the authorities, acquired foreign 
nationality and took asylum outside India. 

 This list is not restricted to Punjab or the 
Khalistan movement. 

 The list has names of those individuals who are 
suspected to have links with terrorist 
outfits or have violated visa norms in 
their previous visit to India.  

8. a 

 In a pioneering step, the first-ever public 
information portal was launched 
in Rajasthan recently promising to provide 
information about government authorities and 
departments suo motu to the public in the true 
spirit of the Right to Information Act. 

 The portal has brought yet another distinction 
to Rajasthan, where the RTI movement had 
started in 1990s. 

9. c 

 Scientists have observed unusually high sea 
surface temperatures (SSTs) in the Pacific 
Ocean around the western coast of the United 
States, mainly off the coast of Oregon state. 

 The marine heatwave (MHW) can affect 
marine life and lead to droughts in the 
surrounding regions. 

 MHWs can be caused by locally formed heat 
fluxes between the atmosphere and the ocean 
or due to large-scale drivers of the Earth’s 
climate like the El Niño Southern Oscillation 
(ENSO). 

 Temperature-sensitive species such as corals 
are especially vulnerable to MHWs. 

10. c 

16-09-2019 

1) Jaldoot sometimes seen in the news recently 
is a 

a.  DRDOs initiative to store water during the time 
of wars 
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b.  Travel exhibition to spread the message of 
water conservation 

c.  ISROs mission to map underground water 
resources 

d.  None of the above 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to C/2019 Q4 (Borisov) 

1. It is a comet heading toward the inner 
Solar System. 

2. If it is declared as an interstellar object, 
it would be the first-ever interstellar 
object to pass through our solar system. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following statements 

1. His birth anniversary was observed as 
Engineer’s Day in India. 

2. He was a recipient of the Bharat Ratna 
Award. 

Identify the personality using the statements 
given above: 

a.  C. V. Raman 

b.  M. Visvesvaraya 

c.  G. D. Naidu 

d.  P. C. Mahalanobis 

 

4) Consider the following statements 

1. The river is also known as Dakshin 
Ganga and Gautami. 

2. The Manjra and Indravati rivers are its 
major tributaries. 

3. Sri Ram Sagar Dam was built across this 
river. 

Identify the river that correctly matches with 
the above description: 

a.  Cauvery 

b.  Tungabhadra 

c.  Godavari 

d.  Mahanadi 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Export Credit Guarantee 
Corporation of India Limited 

1. It was set up with the objective of 
promoting exports from the country by 
providing credit risk insurance and 
related services for exports. 

2. It functions under the administrative 
control of Ministry of Commerce & 
Industry. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Commodities and Development Report 
2019 was recently published by which of the 
following? 

a.  World Economic Forum 

b.  World Trade Organisation 

c.  Commodity and sensex market 

d.  UN Conference on Trade and Development 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Centre for Clean Coal 
Research and Development  

1. It has been established as a national 
consortium on clean coal research and 
development with IISc leading it. 

2. It was inaugurated by the Minister of 
Science & Technology. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a.  1 only 
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b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Nellapattu Wild life sanctuary is located in 
which of the following states? 

a.  Andhra Pradesh 

b.  Telangana 

c.  Tamil Nadu 

d.  Kerala 

 

9) Which among the following tree species are 
found in the moist deciduous forests of India? 

1. Sal 

2. Rosewood 

3. Sandalwood 

4. Bamboo 

Select the correct answer using codes given 
below. 

a.  1 and 4 only 

b.  1, 2 and 4 only 

c.  1, 3 and 4 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

10) The Division of Powers between the Union 
and the States in terms of legislative functions 
is/are provided by which of the following 
provisions? 

1. 7th Schedule of the Constitution 

2. The Judiciary 

3. The Presidential Order 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below. 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

Answers 

1.  b 

 Union Minister for Environment, Forest & 
Climate Change and Information & 
Broadcasting has recently launched ‘Jaldoot’ 
Initiative which will take the message 
of water conservation to masses. 

 ‘Jaldoot’ is a travel exhibition arranged by 
Regional Outreach Bureau, Pune under the 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 

 Jaldoot will visit 8 districts of Maharashtra in 
next 2 months will also tell about the work 
done by the government in last 100 days. 

 The exhibition highlights bold initiatives and 
decisive actions taken by the government. 

2. a 

 A newly discovered comet has excited the 
astronomical community because it appears 
to have originated from outside the solar 
system. 

 The object – designated C/2019 Q4 
(Borisov) – was discovered on August 30, 
2019, by Gennady Borisov at the MARGO 
observatory in Nauchnij, Crimea. 

 The official confirmation that comet C/2019 
Q4 is an interstellar comet has not yet been 
made, but if it is interstellar, it would be only 
the second such object detected. 

 The first, ‘Oumuamua, was observed and 
confirmed in October 2017. 

3. b 

4. c 

5. c 

6. d 

7. d 

8. a 

9. d 

10. a 
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17-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter 
(LRO) 

1. It is the NASA’s robotic spacecraft 
currently orbiting the Moon. 

2. It will help in figuring out the presence 
and possibility of water ice and other 
resources on the Moon, as well as plan 
future missions to it. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Jammu & Kashmir Public Safety 
Act, 1978  

1. It allows for detention of a person 
without a formal charge and without 
trial. 

2. It is very similar to the National Security 
Act that is used by other state 
governments for preventive detention. 

3. Unlike in police custody, a person who 
is detained under the PSA need not be 
produced before a magistrate within 24 
hours of the detention. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Armed Forces Tribunal (AFT) 

1. It was established through an Act of 
Parliament. 

2. It is located in New Delhi and has no 
regional benches. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to NIRVIK Scheme 

1. It is a web based centralized grievance 
redress system. 

2. It enables investors to lodge and follow 
up their complaints and track the status 
of redressal of such complaints online 
from the above website from anywhere. 

3. It was launched by the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (SEBI). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  2 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  None 

 

5) IN-RSN-RTN is a maiden trilateral exercise 
held between India and which of the following 
two countries? 

a.  Singapore and Thailand 

b.  South Africa and Tajikistan 

c.  Russia and Romania 

d.  UK and USA 

 

6) Consider the following statements 

1. Despite being spoken by a large number 
of people, Bhojpuri and Rajasthani are 
not listed as scheduled languages in 
India. 
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2. Bodo and Nepali, though spoken by 
relatively fewer people are listed in 
Eighth schedule. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Solomon Island 

1. It lies south of Newfoundland and 
north-east of Bahamas. 

2. It is a part of China’s autonomous 
territory, Taiwan. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to India’s longest electrified rail tunnel 

1. The tunnel is a part of a 112-km 
Obulavaripalli-Venkatachalam-
Krishnapatnam Port line and is 
operational between Cherlopalli and 
Rapuru railway stations of Karnataka. 

2. It was built by the Corps of Engineers of 
the Indian Army. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Exercise MAITREE 

1. It is the annual bilateral joint exercise 
between Indian Army and Thailand 
Army. 

2. The aim of exercise is joint training of 
troops in counter terrorism operations 
in both jungle terrain and urban 
scenario.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Hrant Dink Award 

1. The Award is presented every year since 
2009. 

2. It will be awarded only to individuals. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 The LRO is a robotic spacecraft currently 
orbiting the Moon. 

 It studies the Moon’s surface, clicks pictures, 
and collects data that help in figuring out the 
presence and possibility of water ice and 
other resources on the Moon, as well as plan 
future missions to it. 

 NASA’s Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter 
(LRO) is likely to release images it takes of 
Vikram to support ISRO’S attempts to figure 
out what happened to Chandrayaan-2’s 
Vikram. 

2. d 
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 The Jammu & Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978 
is a preventive detention law, under which 
a person is taken into custody to prevent him 
or her from acting in any manner that is 
prejudicial to “the security of the state or the 
maintenance of the public order”. 

 It is very similar to the National Security 
Act that is used by other state governments for 
preventive detention. 

 The PSA allows for detention of a 
person without a formal 
charge and without trial. Detention can 
be up to two years. 

 Unlike in police custody, a person who is 
detained under the PSA need not be 
produced before a magistrate within 24 
hours of the detention. 

 The detained person does not have the right to 
move a bail application before a criminal court, 
and cannot engage any lawyer to represent him 
or her before the detaining authority. 

 The only way this administrative preventive 
detention order can be challenged is through a 
habeas corpus petition filed by relatives of the 
detained person. 

 The High Court and the Supreme Court have 
the jurisdiction to hear such petitions and pass 
a final order seeking quashing of the PSA. 

 However, if the order is quashed, there in no 
bar on the government passing another 
detention order under the PSA and detaining 
the person again. 

3. a 

 The Armed Forces Tribunal Act 2007, 
was passed by the Parliament and led to the 
formation of Armed Forces Tribunal 
(AFT). 

 Besides the Principal Bench in New 
Delhi, AFT has Regional Benches at 
Chandigarh, Lucknow, Kolkatta, Guwahati, 
Chennai, Kochi, Mumbai and Jaipur. 

4. d 

 Ministry of Commerce & 
Industry through Export Credit 
Guarantee Corporation (ECGC) has 
introduced a new Export Credit Insurance 
Scheme (ECIS) called NIRVIK. 

 It aims to enhance loan availability for 
exporters and ease the lending process. 

 SCORES is a web based centralized grievance 
redress system of SEBI. 

 SCORES enables investors to lodge and follow 
up their complaints and track the status of 
redressal of such complaints online from the 
above website from anywhere. 

5. a 

 A maiden trilateral exercise IN-RSN-RTN, 
involving Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN), 
Royal Thailand Navy (RTN) and Indian Navy 
(IN) has recently commenced at Port Blair. 

 The five-day-long exercise is aimed at 
bolstering the maritime inter-relationships 
amongst Singapore Thailand and India, and 
contributes significantly to enhancing the 
overall maritime security in the region. 

 Besides fostering co-operation, the maiden IN-
RSN-RTN Trilateral exercise would provide an 
opportunity to participating navies to come 
together in a spirit of collaboration to nurture 
stronger ties. 

6. c 

7. d 

 Solomon Islands lie east of Papua New 
Guinea and northeast of Australia in the 
south Pacific. 

 The Solomon Islands has reportedly decided to 
break diplomatic relations with the 
government of Taiwan in order to establish 
official ties with China. 

8. d 

 The longest electrified railway tunnel in the 
country was recently established in Andhra 
Pradesh. 

 The tunnel is a part of a 112-km Obulavaripalli-
Venkatachalam-Krishnapatnam Port line and 
is operational between Cherlopalli and Rapuru 
railway stations. 

 It was built by the Indian Railways. 

9. c 

 Exercise MAITREE, the annual bilateral joint 
exercise between Indian Army (IA) 
and Royal Thailand Army (RTA) has 
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commenced recently at the Foreign Training 
Node (FTN), Umroi, Meghalaya. 

 The aim of exercise is joint training of troops 
in counter terrorism operations in both jungle 
terrain and urban scenario. 

 Exercise MAITREE-2019 has been the face of 
long standing bilateral ties between India and 
Thailand since 2006. 

 The 14 days exercise will be conducted under 
the framework of United Nations 
mandate. 

 

 

 

10. a 

 Since 2009, the Hrant Dink Award is 
presented every year to individuals, 
organisations or groups that work for a 
world free from discrimination, racism and 
violence, and who take personal risks for 
achieving those ideals, break the stereotypes 
and use the language of peace and by doing so 
give inspiration and hope to others. 

 Meghalaya-based rights activist Agnes 
Kharshiing, who survived an assault by the 
coal mafia almost a year ago, received the 11th 
International Hrant Dink Award along with 
Turkish activist against male violence Nebahat 
Akkoc. 

 The two activists were presented the award 
that commemorates the memory of Turkish-
Armenian journalist Hrant Dink, who was 
killed in 2007, in Istanbul. 

18-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Astra Missile 

1. It is an indigenous Beyond Visual Range 
Air-to-Air missile with a range of over 
70 kms. 

2. It has been developed by Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Tylophora balakrishnanii, Tylophora 
neglecta are the two new species discovered 
recently in? 

a.  Western Ghats 

b.  Eastern Himalayas 

c.  Western Himalayas 

d.  Eastern Ghats 

 

3) Summary of the Asia-Pacific Disaster 
Report 2019 was published by? 

a.  World Economic Forum 

b.  UN Disaster Relief Organization 

c.  Association for disaster preparedness in Asia 
Pacific Region 

d.  UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific 

 

4) Lithium Triangle comprises which of the 
following countries? 

1. Argentina 

2. Bolivia 

3. Chile 

4. Brazil 

5. Paraguay 
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Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  1, 2 and 3 

b.  1, 4 and 5 

c.  2, 3 and 4 

d.  3, 4 and 5 

 

5) Consider the following pairs 

        Places in News – Country 

1. Salinas Grandes Desert – Argentina 

2. Rhode Island – USA 

Which of the pair(s) given above 
is/are incorrectly matched? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Floor Space Index (FSI) 

1. It is the minimum area that can be 
constructed on a plot of land. 

2. It is regulated by the Ministry of Urban 
and Housing Affairs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Akademik Lomonosov sometimes seen in 
the news recently is a/an? 

a.  Ridge located in Pacific Ocean 

b.  Floating Nuclear Power Plant 

c.  Nuclear missile launched by Russia 

d.  Mission to map methane hydrates in Ocean 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Rustom 

1. It is a High Altitude Long Endurance 
UAV. 

2. It is being developed by DRDO. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) The chemical which is most commonly used 
for fruit ripening is? 

a.  Auxin 

b.  Cytokinin 

c.  Ethephon 

d.  Gibberlin 

 

10) Global Nutrition Report was published 
annually by? 

a.  World Bank 

b.  World Health Organisation 

c.  International Food Policy Research Institute 

d.  Food and Agricultural Organisation 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 Astra is an indigenous Beyond Visual 
Range Air-to-Air missile with a range of 
over 70 km. 

 The missile can fly towards its target at a speed 
of over 5,555 kilometres per hour. 

 It has a 15-kilogramme high-explosive pre-
fragmented warhead. 

 The Astra missile has been developed 
by Defence Research and Development 
Organisation along with 50 other public and 
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private organisations, involved at various 
stages of its development. 

2. a 

 A team of researchers have reported the 
discovery of two new plant species. 

 Tylophora balakrishnanii, Tylophora 
neglecta in Western Ghats. 

3. d 

4. a 

 Argentina is a mineral-rich country, like its 
neighbours Chile and Bolivia, and the three 
countries are sometimes referred to as ABC of 
lithium, or ‘lithium triangle’. 

5. d 

1. Salinas Grandes Desert – Argentina 

2. Rhode Island – USA 

6. d 

 ‘Floor Space Index’, also known as ‘Floor 
Area Ratio’ (FAR), is the maximum 
area that can be constructed on a plot of land. 

 It is the ratio of total floor area of a building 
(Built up area) to the total Plot area (land). 

 It is regulated by the municipal or local 
authorities of the respective State 
government. 

 FSI norms are usually set based on 
the National Building Code. 

7. b 

 “Akademik Lomonosov”, the first floating 
nuclear plant to be built in the world 
completed its 5000-km journey. 

 It causes an excitement in the energy sector, 
but sparking fears among environmentalists 
over the safety of the Arctic region. 

 The floating plant contains two nuclear 
reactors of 35 MW each. 

 It is a small plant compared to conventional 
land-based nuclear projects. 

 The plant will supply electricity to the 
Chukotka region, where important Russian 
national assets such as oil, gold, and coal 
reserves are located. 

 Environmental groups such as Greenpeace 
Russia have criticised the project as a 
“Chernobyl on Ice” and a “Nuclear 
Titanic”. 

8. b 

 Rustom is a Medium Altitude Long 
Endurance UAV. 

 It is being developed by DRDO for Indian 
Army, Indian Navy and Indian Air Force. 

 Rustom is derived from National Aerospace 
Laboratory’s (NAL) LCRA (Light Canard 
Research Aircraft) developed by a team under 
leadership of late Prof Rustom Damania in 
1980s. 

9. c 

10. b 

19-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to WAWE Summit 2019 

1. It will be the largest gathering of young 
women students to promote 
entrepreneurship in waste 
management.  

2. It will be jointly organized by All India 
Council for Technical Education 
(AICTE) and Institute of Waste 
Management (IIWM). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Electronic-cigarettes 

1. They are battery-operated devices that 
produce aerosol by heating a solution 
containing nicotine, which is the 
addictive substance in combustible 
cigarettes. 

2. These include all forms of Electronic 
Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS), Heat 
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Not Burn Products, e-Hookah and the 
like devices. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) “International Migrant Stock 2019” is a 
dataset released recently by? 

a.  UN Population Fund 

b.  International Organization for Migration 

c.  UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

d.  None of the above 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to MRI scanners 

1. It consist of giant electromagnets which 
passes radiation in to human body and 
creates a detailed image of the body’s 
inside. 

2. In India, diagnostic centres doing MRI 
scans must have Atomic Energy 
Regulatory Board (AERB) approval. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 

1. It is also applicable to Sikhs. 

2. The Act states that a girl and a boy must 
be 18 and 21 respectively at the time of 
marriage.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Measles 

1. It is a highly contagious viral disease. 

2. It can be transmitted via droplets from 
the nose, mouth or throat of infected 
persons. 

3. It remains an important cause of death 
among young children globally, despite 
the availability of a safe and effective 
vaccine. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  3 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Vaccine hesitancy 

1. It is the practice of reluctance or refusal 
to vaccinate despite the availability of 
vaccines. 

2. WHO included the vaccine hesitancy as 
one of the 10 threats to global health in 
2019. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Which of the following is/are alien species 
to Shola vegetation of Nilgris 

1. Opuntia stricta 

2. Lantana camara 

3. Senna spectabilis 
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4. Chromolaena odorata 

5. Parthenium hysterophorus 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  All except 1 

b.  All except 1 and 5 

c.  All except 2 and 5 

d.  All of the above 

 

9) Bing Dwen Dwen sometimes seen in the 
news recently is? 

a.  2022 Winter Olympics Mascot 

b.  Campaign against Indian Ocean Warming 

c.  Tagline for WWF’s Panda Conservation 
Campaign 

d.  Japan’s fishing technique which causes 
minimum harm to juvenile fishes 

 

10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Zonal Councils 

1. Prime Minister is the Chairman of Zonal 
Councils. 

2. Chief Ministers of the host State is the 
Vice-Chairman of Zonal Council.  

3. Apart from Chief Minister, two more 
ministers from each State are elected as 
members by the Chief Ministers of the 
State concerned. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  2 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

 

 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 WAWE Summit 2019 will be the largest 
gathering of young women students 
to promote entrepreneurship in waste 
management and providing alternatives to 
single use plastic carry bags. 

 Indian Institute of Waste Management 
(IIWM) & All India Council for 
Technical Education (AICTE) will be 
registering the interested participation and 
guiding them to connect from “Start Up 
India to Stand Up India”. 

 Theme: Make your own bag – empowering 
women to take up income generation activity 
and entrepreneurship in waste management 
through making a business out of this record 
creating concept. 

 This conclave will be part of a series of 
activities to encourage entrepreneurship 
amongst young graduates. 

2. c 

3. c 

 The International Migrant Stock 2019 is 
a dataset released by the Population Division 
of the UN Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs (DESA). 

 It provides the latest estimates of the number 
of international migrants by age, sex and 
origin for all countries and areas of the world. 

 India is the leading country of origin of 
international migrants in 2019 with a 17.5 
million strong diaspora. 

4. d 

 In India, diagnostic centres doing radiation 
tests such as X-ray or CT scan must have 
Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB) 
approval, and follow AERB guidelines. 

 But MRI scans involve no radiation, and 
the guidelines do not apply. Precautions 
are taken as advised by the machines’ 
manufacturers. 

5. c 

6. d 

7. d 
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8. d 

 A report recently filed by an expert committee 
formed by the Madras High Court has warned 
that invasive species may soon wipe out Shola 
vegetation from Nilgiris. 

 It recognises the deleterious impact of invasive 
species like eucalyptus, tea plantations and 
wattle and naturalised alien species 
like Lantana camara, Opuntia 
stricta, Chromolaena odorata, Parthenium 
hysterophorus and Senna spectabilis on the 
Shola forest and grasslands. 

9. a 

10. a 

 Five Zonal Councils were set up in the year 
1957 under Section 15-22 of the States 
Reorganization Act, 1956.  

 Union Home Minister is the Chairman of 
each of these five Zonal Councils and Chief 
Ministers of the host State (to be chosen 
by routine every year) is the Vice-
Chairman.  

 Two more Ministers from each State 
are nominated as Members by the 
Governor.  

 Union Minister for Home Affairs, Shri Amit 
Shah will be chairing the 29th meeting of the 
Northern Zonal Council (NZC) at Chandigarh, 
on September 20, 2019. 

 The Chief Minister of Haryana is the Vice 
Chairman and host for the meeting. 

20-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Educational Alliance for 
Technology (NEAT) Scheme  

1. The objective of the scheme is to use 
Artificial Intelligence to make learning 
more personalised and customised as 
per the requirements of the learner. 

2. It was launched by the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development. 

3. University Grants Commission (UGC) 
would be the implementing agency for 
NEAT programme. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  3 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to INS Khanderi 

1. The submarine is named after the wide 
snouted Saw fish, a deadly sea predator 
of the Pacific Ocean. 

2. It was built as a part of India’s Project 
Kautilya. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Police University 

1. It is India’s first central police 
university dedicated for advancement of 
policing and forensic sciences. 

2. It will be established in Greater Noida, 
Uttar Pradesh. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Controlled Human Infection Model 
(CHIM) 

1. Under the model, volunteers will be 
infected with viruses or bacteria. 
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2. This model is being employed in vaccine 
development in the United States, the 
United Kingdom and Kenya, are being 
considered in India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Keeladi 

1. It is an urban settlement of sangam age 
on the banks of River Cauvery. 

2. It is located in the Sivagangai district of 
Tamil Nadu. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Convention on the Rights of the 
Child 

1. It is an international treaty affirming 
the world’s commitment to protect and 
fulfil children’s rights. 

2. India is a signatory of this convention. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Right to Information Act, 2005 

1. Under the Act, a public authority is 
required to maintain records and every 

citizen has the right to get information 
from the public authority. 

2. Educational institutions and non-profits 
that get substantial funds from the 
government fall under the purview of 
the Right to Information Act, 2005. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Global Trends in Renewable Energy 
Investment 2019 was published recently by? 

a.  World Economic Forum 

b.  International Solar Alliance 

c.  International Energy Agency 

d.  United Nations Environment Programme 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana 
Yojana 

1. It is a direct benefit transfer (DBT) 
scheme. 

2. Under the Scheme, pregnant women 
and lactating mothers (PW&LM) receive 
a cash benefit of Rs. 5,000 in three 
installments on fulfilling the respective 
conditionality. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to SITMEX-19 

1. It is a maritime exercise between India, 
Singapore and Thailand. 
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2. The 7th edition of SITMEX is being held 
recently in Port Blair, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 Ministry of Human Resource Development has 
announced a new PPP Scheme, National 
Educational Alliance for Technology 
(NEAT) for using technology for better 
learning outcomes in Higher Education. 

 The objective is to use Artificial Intelligence to 
make learning more personalised and 
customised as per the requirements of the 
learner. 

 AICTE would be the implementing 
agency for NEAT programme. 

 The scheme shall be administered under the 
guidance of an Apex Committee constituted by 
MHRD.   

 MHRD proposes to launch and operationalise 
NEAT in early November 2019. 

2. d 

 The submarine ‘INS KHANDERI’ is named 
after the wide snouted Saw fish, a deadly sea 
predator of the great Indian Ocean.  

 INS Khanderi is the second Scorpene class 
submarine in the series of 6 built under 
the Project – 75. 

3. c 

 A first-of-its-kind National Police University 
dedicated for advancement of policing and 
forensic sciences will come up at an IT park 
in Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh. 

4. c 

 The Department of Biotechnology 
(DBT) is close to finalising three projects 
worth Rs. 135 crore, involving Indian and 
European scientists, to develop new influenza 
vaccines. 

 It involves a Controlled Human Infection 
Model (CHIM): volunteers who take part in 
trials will be infected, under expert 
supervision, with infectious viruses or bacteria. 

 Such studies, which are being employed in 
vaccine development in the United States, the 
United Kingdom and Kenya, are being 
considered in India. 

5. b 

 In a major turning point in the cultural 
historiography of the ancient Sangam Age, 
the Tamil Nadu Archaeology 
Department (TNAD) has stated that the 
cultural deposits unearthed during excavations 
at Keeladi in Sivaganga district could be 
safely dated to a period between 6th century 
BCE and 1st century CE. 

 The report titled, ‘Keeladi-An Urban 
Settlement of Sangam Age on the Banks 
of River Vaigai’, was published by the 
TNAD. 

 This is the first time the date has been officially 
announced by the TNAD. 

 The recent scientific dates obtained for Keeladi 
findings push back the date of Tamil-Brahmi 
script to another century, i.e., 6th century BCE. 

6. c 

7. c 

 Educational institutions and non-profits that 
get “substantial funds” from the 
government fall under the purview of 
the Right to Information Act, 2005, said 
the Supreme Court recently. 

 Under the Act, a public authority is required to 
maintain records and every citizen has the 
right to get information from the public 
authority, added the SC. 

8. d 

9. c 

 Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana 
Yojana (PMMVY) is a direct benefit 
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transfer (DBT) scheme under which cash 
benefits are provided to pregnant women in 
their bank account directly to meet enhanced 
nutritional needs and partially compensate for 
wage loss. 

 Under the ‘Scheme’, Pregnant Women and 
Lactating Mothers (PW&LM) receive a cash 
benefit of Rs. 5,000 in three installments on 
fulfilling the respective conditionality, viz. 
early registration of pregnancy, ante-natal 
check-up and registration of the birth of the 
child and completion of first cycle of 
vaccination for the first living child of the 
family. 

 The eligible beneficiaries also receive cash 
incentive under Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY). 

 Thus, on an average, a woman gets Rs. 6,000. 

10. a 

 Sea Phase of maiden IN-RSN-RTN 
Trilateral Exercise Commences recently in 
Andaman Sea. 

 SITMEX-19 (Singapore India Thailand 
Maritime Exercise), between Indian Navy, 
Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) and Royal 
Thai Navy (RTN) commenced in 
the Andaman Sea from 18 Sep 19. 

 Early, the harbour phase of SITMEX-19 was 
culminated at Port Blair, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. 

21-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Emergency Response Support 
System (ERSS) 

1. It is a pan-India single number based 
emergency response system for citizens 
in emergencies. 

2. Under the system, each State/ UT is 
required to designate a dedicated 
Emergency Response Centres (ERC) to 
handle emergency requests.  

3. It is one of the key projects of the Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs under 
Nirbhaya Fund. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

2) “E-Beat Book System” and the “E-Saathi 
App” were recently launched for the effective 
maintenance of law and order in? 

a.  New Delhi 

b.  Uttar Pradesh 

c.  Chandigarh 

d.  Karnataka 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Noctiluca Scintillans 

1. It is a reddish marine microalgae. 

2. Blooming of these microalgae is 
dangerous and can cause death to coral 
reefs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Shingle Island sometimes seen in the news 
recently is located in which of the following 
region? 

a.  Arabian Sea 

b.  Andaman Sea 

c.  Bay of Bengal 

d.  Gulf of Mannar 

 

5) Consider the following statements 

1. It is one of the longest lakes in India and 
the largest lakes in Kerala. 

2. It is a wetland designated under the 
Ramsar Convention. 
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3. Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary is located 
on the banks of this Lake.  

Identify the lake using the descriptions given 
above: 

a.  Ashtamudi Lake 

b.  Veeranpuzha Lake 

c.  Vembanad Lake 

d.  Punnamada Lake 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Fateh Darwaza 

1. It marks the victory of Mughal Emperor 
Aurangzeb over Qutb Shahi dynasty. 

2. It is the gateway to the Golconda Fort 
located in Hyderabad, Telangana. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Which of the following countries share 
boundaries with Mongolia? 

1. China 

2. Russia 

3. Uzbekistan 

4. Kyrgyzstan 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  All except 4 

d.  All of the above 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT) 

1. It is an advance tax imposed by 
government on companies which tries 
to minimise giving taxes. 

2. Companies that have their corporate tax 
rate cut to 22 percent are not applicable 
to pay MAT. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Which of the following crops are Rabi 
Crops? 

1. Arhar 

2. Urad 

3. Moong 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  1, 2 and 3 

d.  None of the above 

 

10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Wannacry 

1. It is a wormable type of ransomware. 

2. Its threats remain rampant still now 
according to a recent report. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answers 

1. d 

 Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) 
is a Pan-India single number (112) based 
emergency response system for citizens in 
emergencies. 

 Each State/ UT is required to designate a 
dedicated Emergency Response Centres (ERC) 
to handle emergency requests. 

 ERSS is one of the key projects of the Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs under Nirbhaya 
Fund. 

 If you require emergency assistance from 
Police, Fire & Rescue, Health and other 
services, you may : 

1. Dial 112 from your phone; 

2. Press power button on your smart phone 3 
times quickly to activate Panic call; 

3. In case of feature phone, long press ‘5’ or ‘9’ 
key to activate Panic call; 

4. Log on to State ERSS website and place your 
SOS request; 

5. Email SOS alert to State ERC; and 

6. Use 112 India Mobile App (available in Google 
Playstore and Apple store) to activate a panic 
call to ERC. 

2.  c 

 The ‘E-Beat Book’ is a web and mobile 
based application which will ease the 
collection, updation and analysis of the 
information related to crime and criminals in a 
real time. 

 The E-Beat Book would be linked with Crime 
and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems 
(CCTNS), which would help in a real time 
updation of crime/criminal data. 

 The ‘E-Saathi’ App would help the general 
public, including senior citizens, to remain in 
touch with the police and also give suggestions 
to facilitate participative community policing 
(‘Your Police at Your Doorstep’ initiative). 

 The beat officer would be able to provide 
services like passport verification, tenant 
verification, servant verification, character 
certification at a click of a button through the 

app, without the people needing to visit the 
police station. 

3. b 

 The recent blooming of Noctiluca 
Scintillans, a greenish marine microalgae, 
in the Gulf of Mannar, has caused the death 
of more than 180 colonies, mostly on the 
shoreward side of Shingle Island in the 
Gulf of Mannar Marine National Park. 

4. d 

 The recent blooming of Noctiluca 
Scintillans, a greenish marine microalgae, 
in the Gulf of Mannar, has caused the death 
of more than 180 colonies, mostly on the 
shoreward side of Shingle Island in the 
Gulf of Mannar Marine National Park. 

5. c 

6. c 

7. b 

8. c 

 Companies try to minimise giving taxes by 
taking advantage of depreciation, deductions, 
exemptions, etc from the government. 

 So the government imposes a Minimum 
Alternate Tax or MAT as an advance tax on 
these companies. This makes the companies 
give at least a minimum amount of tax. 

 On September 20, Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman announced the reduction of 
Minimum Alternative Tax (MAT) for 
companies from 18.5 percent to 15 percent for 
those who continue to avail exemptions and 
incentives. 

 Also, companies that have their corporate tax 
rate cut to 22 percent without exemptions are 
not applicable to pay MAT. 

9. d 

10.  c 

23-09-2019 

1) Which of the following passes lies in 
the Ladakh region? 

1. Fout La  

2. Jelep La 
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3. Namiki La 

4. Tanglang La  

5. Shipki La 

6. Lachung La  

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  All except 2 and 5 

b.  All except 1, 2 and 5 

c.  All except 2, 5 and 6 

d.  All of the above 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Central Advisory Board of 
Education (CABE) 

1. It is the highest advisory body to advise 
the Governments in the field of 
education. 

2. It will give advises both to Central and 
State governments. 

3. The Board consists of nominated 
members representing various interests 
in addition to elected members from the 
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to PACEsetter fund 

1. It is a joint fund to provide early-stage 
grant funding to accelerate the 
commercialization of innovative off-grid 
clean energy products, systems, and 
business models. 

2. It was constituted by India and Japan in 
2015. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Institute of Disaster 
Management (NIDM) 

1. It was constituted under an Act of 
Parliament. 

2. It works under the Ministry of Home 
Affairs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Leather Sector Skill Council (LSSC) 

1. It is dedicated to meet the demand for 
skilled workforce in the leather industry 
in India.  

2. It works under the aegis of the Ministry 
of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Black Holes 

1. A black hole does not emit light by itself, 
but the matter that it consumes can be a 
source of light. 

2. Sagittarius A* is a supermassive black 
hole located near the centre of the Milky 
Way. 
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Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Atlantic Meridional Overturning 
Current (AMOC) 

1. In this system, ocean currents move 
warm, salty water from the tropics to 
regions further north, such as Western 
Europe and sends colder water south. 

2. It aids in distributing heat and energy 
around the earth. 

3. AMOC has been stable for thousands of 
years. 

Which of the statements given above are 
correct? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Marsiya Poetry 

1. In Urdu literature, Marsiya is written 
principally in praise of Prophet 
Muhammad. 

2. The Marsiya tradition first evolved in 
Delhi and the Deccan, but reached its 
zenith under the patronage of the 
Nawabs of Lucknow. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Battle of Karbala 

1. It was fought between Imam Hussain 
and Umayyad caliph Yazid in 680 AD. 

2. Imam Hussein Ali, the grandson of 
Prophet Muhammad was killed in this 
battle. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Head on Generation (HOG) 
technology, sometimes seen in the news 
recently is associated with which of the 
following? 

a.  Aviation 

b.  Shipping 

c.  Railways 

d.  Roadways 

 

Answers 

1. a 

Some of the passes in Ladakh region are 

1. Namiki–La (12198 ft) 

2. Fout–La (13510 ft) 

3. Tanglang–La (17480 ft) 

4. Lachung–La (16613 ft) 

5. Baralancha–La (16040 ft) 

6. Rohtang (13129 ft) 

2. d 

 Union Human Resource Minister has recently 
chaired the Special Meeting of the Central 
Advisory Board of Education (CABE) held in 
New Delhi. 

3. a 
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 The PACEsetter fund was constituted 
by India and the USA in 2015 as a joint 
fund to provide early-stage grant 
funding to accelerate the commercialization 
of innovative off-grid clean energy products, 
systems, and business models. 

 The early-stage grant funding would allow 
businesses to develop and test innovative 
products, business models and systems. 

 The Fund's main purpose is to improve the 
viability of off-grid renewable energy 
businesses that sell small scale (under 1 
megawatt) clean energy systems to 
individuals and communities without 
access to grid connected power or with 
limited/intermittent access. (less than 8 hours 
per day). 

 The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 
awarded Grants to the awardees of the second 
round of PACEsetter fund programme in a 
ceremony organised by the Ministry recently. 

4. c 

5. a 

 The Leather Sector Skill Council 
(LSSC) is an NSDC approved non-profit 
organization dedicated to meet the demand 
for skilled workforce in the leather industry in 
India. 

 The council, in partnership with CLE, caters to 
the training and employment needs of various 
sub-sectors in the leather industry. 

 Set up in 2012, LSSC works with a host of 
members from the industry, government 
organizations, the academia, the training 
partners and the assessment partners. 

6. d 

 A black hole does not emit light by itself, 
but the matter that it consumes can be a 
source of light. 

 A supermassive black hole sits 26,000 
light years away from Earth, near the Galactic 
Centre, or the centre of the Milky Way. 

 Called Sagittarius A*, it is one of the few 
black holes where we can witness the flow of 
matter nearby. 

 Since the discovery of Sagittarius A* 24 years 
ago, it has been fairly calm. 

 This year, however, Sagittarius A* has shown 
unusual activity, and the area around it has 
been much brighter than usual. 

7. d 

 Atlantic Meridional Overturning Current 
(AMOC) is one of the Earth’s largest water 
circulation systems where ocean 
currents move warm, salty water from 
the tropics to regions further north, 
such as Western Europe and sends colder 
water south. 

 It aids in distributing heat and 
energy around the earth, as the warm water it 
carries releases heat into the atmosphere, and 
in absorbing and storing atmospheric carbon.   

8. b 

 The word Marsiya means elegy, meaning a 
poem which is a lament for the dead. 

 In Urdu literature, Marsiya is written 
principally in praise of Imam Hussain, the 
grandson of the Prophet, and his family 
members who died at the Battle of Karbala in 
the year 680 CE in present-day Iraq. 

 Marsiya is typically read in the month of 
Muharram, which ended on September 10 this 
year. 

 The Marsiya tradition first evolved in Delhi 
and the Deccan, but reached its 
zenith under the patronage of the Nawabs of 
Lucknow, who encouraged the art form in the 
18th and 19th centuries around the same time 
when Mughal power was steadily receding. 

9. c 

 The Battle of Karbala was fought 
between Imam Hussain and the 
cruel Umayyad caliph Yazid in 680 AD. 

 This day is mourned by Shia Muslims and is 
known as ‘Ashura’. 

 On every Ashura, the 10th day of the Muslim 
calendar month of Muharram, millions of 
Muslims across the world commemorate the 
martyrdom of Imam Hussain, the 
grandson of Prophet Mohammad, in the 
Battle of Karbala. 

10. c 
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 The Railway Ministry has recently announced 
that it would be upgrading all existing Linke 
Hofmann Busch (LHB) coaches with 
the Head on Generation (HOG) 
technology, a move that would cause the 
trains to become more cost-efficient and less 
polluting. 

24-09-2019 

1) ISPATI IRADA sometimes seen in the news 
recently is the logo of which of the following? 

a.  Ministry of Steel 

b.  Food Corporation of India 

c.  Indian Council for Agricultural Research 

d.  National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Indian Sign Language Research and 
Training Centre (ISLRTC) 

1. Its one of the main objective is to 
promote the use of Indian Sign 
Language as educational mode for deaf 
students at primary, secondary and 
higher education levels. 

2. It is an autonomous body under the 
Department of Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empowerment. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to International Sign Language Day 

1. The theme for this year is “Sign 
Language-Rights for all”. 

2. The objective of celebrating the sign 
language day is to commemorate the 
birth anniversary of American author 
Helen Keller. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Which of the following is not one of the 
objective of UMMID’ initiative? 

a.  To produce skilled clinicians in Human Genetics 

b.  To monitor vaccination of children in the 
primary level 

c.  To establish NIDAN Kendras to provide 
counselling in Government Hospitals wherein the 
influx of patients is more 

d.  To undertake screening of pregnant women and 
new born babies for inherited genetic diseases in 
hospitals at aspirational districts 

 

5) Which of the following are Kharif Crops? 

1. Paddy 

2. Cotton 

3. Jowar 

4. Wheat 

5. Maize 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  All except 4 

b.  All except 3 and 4 

c.  1, 2 and 3 only 

d.  All of the above 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

1. It is a market in which the traded 
commodity is allowed to trade in 
‘carbon credits’. 

2. It was launched by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change. 
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Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Participatory Guarantee Scheme 
(PGS) 

1. It is a process of certifying organic 
products, which ensures that their 
production takes place in accordance 
with laid-down quality standards. 

2. The certification is in the form of a 
documented logo or a statement. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Microhyla eos sometimes seen in the 
news recently 

1. It is a new species of frog found 
in Assam. 

2. Microhyla are a group of narrow-
mouthed frogs that is primarily and 
widely distributed in Western and 
Southern America.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Consider the following statements 

1. It is the eastern-most protected area in 
the country. 

2. It falls within the geographical sub-
tropical zone and enjoys the sub-
tropical climate. 

3.  It is located at the junction of the Indian 
Sub-Continent Biogeograhic region and 
the Indo-China Biogeographic Region. 

Identify the Tiger Reserve using the description 
given above: 

a.  Pakke Tiger Reserve 

b.  Sunderbans Tiger Reserve 

c.  Namdapha Tiger Reserve 

d.  Valmiki Tiger Reserve 

 

10) United in Science Report sometimes seen 
in the news recently was compiled by? 

a.  World Science Forum 

b.  World Economic Forum 

c.  World Meteorological Organization 

d.  UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization 

 

Answers 

1. a 

 Launching the new logo of Steel 
Ministry “ISPATI IRADA”, Union Minister 
for Steel said that we must all work with an 
“Ispati Irada” to increase appropriate usage of 
steel in the country and bring more strength to 
society. 

2. c 

3.  a 

 United Nations has declared 23rd September 
as International Sign Language Day. 

 This day was formally accepted by the United 
Nations Assembly on 19th December, 2017. 

 The theme of this year is “Sign Language-
Rights for all”. 

 The objective of celebrating the sign language 
day is enhancing the awareness of sign 
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language and making the reach of sign 
language to everyone. 

4. b 

 The Union Minister for Science & 
Technology has recently launched UMMID 
(Unique Methods of Management and 
treatment of Inherited Disorders) 
initiative and inaugurated NIDAN (National 
Inherited Diseases Administration) Kendras, 
which is being supported by Department of 
Biotechnology (DBT), M/o Science and 
Technology. 

 UMMID initiative aims (i) to establish NIDAN 
Kendras to provide counselling, prenatal 
testing and diagnosis, management, and 
multidisciplinary care in Government 
Hospitals wherein the influx of patients is 
more, (ii) to produce skilled clinicians in 
Human Genetics, and (iii) to undertake 
screening of pregnant women and new born 
babies for inherited genetic diseases in 
hospitals at aspirational districts. 

5. a 

6. d 

 The Gujarat government has recently 
launched what is being described as the 
world’s first market for trading in particulate 
matter emissions. 

 While trading mechanisms for pollution 
control do exist in many parts of the world, 
none of them is for particulate matter 
emissions. 

 For example, the CDM (carbon development 
mechanism) under the Kyoto Protocol allows 
trade in ‘carbon credits’; the European Union’s 
Emission Trading System is for greenhouse gas 
emission; and India has a scheme run by the 
Bureau of Energy Efficiency that enables 
trading in energy units. 

 Launched in Surat, the Emissions Trading 
Scheme (ETS) is a regulatory tool that is 
aimed at reducing the pollution load in an area 
and at the same time minimising the cost of 
compliance for the industry. 

 ETS is a market in which the traded 
commodity is particulate matter emissions. 

 The Gujarat Pollution Control Board (GPCB) 
sets a cap on the total emission load from all 
industries. 

 Various industries can buy and sell the ability 
to emit particulate matter, by trading permits 
(in kilograms) under this cap. 

 For this reason, ETS is also called a cap-and-
trade market. 

7. c 

 PGS is a process of certifying organic products, 
which ensures that their production takes 
place in accordance with laid-down quality 
standards. 

 The certification is in the form of a 
documented logo or a statement. 

 The government’s 2015 PGS manual 
underlines that the system in India is based on 
“participatory approach, a shared vision, 
transparency and trust”. 

8. d 

 A team of scientists from the University of 
Delhi and Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) 
discovered a new species of 
frog in Arunachal Pradesh and named 
it Microhyla eos, according to a statement. 

 Microhyla are a group of narrow-mouthed 
frogs (subfamily Microhylinae) that is 
primarily and widely distributed in Asia.  

 Commonly known as 'Rice Frogs' or 'Chorus 
Frogs', the genus currently comprises of 49 
recognised species.  

 The new frog was discovered from riparian 
habitats in a primary evergreen forest in 
the Namdapha Tiger Reserve of the state, 
which is also the eastern-most protected 
area in the country. 

9. c 

10. c 

 

25-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Service Scheme (NSS) 



56 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com        |      www.iasparliament.com 

1. The main objective of the programme is 
to develop student’s personality through 
community service. 

2. It comes under the aegis of Ministry of 
Home Affairs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to India International Science Festival 
(IISF) 2019 

1. It is the fifth edition of IISF since its 
inception in 2015. 

2. The theme for this year’s festival is 
RISEN India. 

3. It is jointly organised by the Ministry of 
Science and Technology and Ministry of 
Earth Sciences. 

Which of the statements given above are 
correct? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Private Security Agency Licensing 
Portal 

1. The portal will help in police 
verification of security guards. 

2. The portal will be available only in 
English and Hindi. 

3. It was launched by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  3 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Global Goal Keeper Award 

1. It is an annual award of Amnesty 
International. 

2. The Award for the year 2019 was 
received by Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for his ambitious Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to CHC Farm Machinery App 

1. It will provide farmers the information 
of best demonstration of high-yielding 
crops and seeds in their nearby area. 

2. It is a bi-lingual mobile app designed 
and developed by the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Krishi Kisan App 

1. Through the app, farmers can select and 
order the required machinery at the 
rates feasible for them from the Custom 
Hiring Centres located in the radius of 
50 Kms.  
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2. The App will also help in geo-tagging 
and geo-fencing of crop and give 
weather forecast message to farmers. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Senior Citizens Savings Scheme 
(SCSS)  

1. It is a government-backed savings 
instrument offered to Indian residents 
aged over 60 years. 

2. Under the Scheme, a senior citizen can 
deposit up to Rs 15 lakh rupees. 

3. The interest on Senior Citizens Savings 
Scheme (SCSS) is fully taxable. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Asperger’s Syndrome 

1. It is a condition which results in 
continuous decline in thinking, 
behavioural and social skills that 
disrupts a person's ability to function 
independently. 

2. The early signs of the disease may be 
forgetting recent events or 
conversations. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Aqaba Process sometimes seen in the news 
recently is associated with which of the 
following? 

a.  Fight against extremism 

b.  Western Indian Ocean Region 

c.  Medical Research Ethics 

d.  Sustainable Development 

 

10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 

1. It was established by a Group of Seven 
(G-7) Summit in Paris. 

2. The FATF's decision making body, the 
FATF Plenary, meets three times per 
year.   

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answers 

1. a 

 It comes under the Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports. 

2.  d 

 India International Science Festival 
(IISF) was launched in 2015. 

 The aim is to engage the public with 
science and celebrate the joy of science and 
show the ways how science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) provide 
us with the solutions to improve our lives.  

 The 5th edition of India International 
Science Festival (IISF) 2019 will be held at 
Kolkata from 5th to 8th November, 2019. 
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 The theme for this year’s festival is RISEN 
India – Research, Innovation, and Science 
Empowering the Nation. 

 Ministry of Science and Technology and 
Ministry of Earth Sciences in association 
with Vijnana Bharati (VIBHA), has created a 
unique platform of India International Science 
Festival which intends to inspire curiosity and 
make learning more rewarding. 

3.  c 

The Portal will be available in all Indian 
languages within 90 days. 

Unique Features 

1. Single window system for applying to any state 
or UT 

2. Integrated with Interoperable Criminal Justice 
System 

3. Payment Gateways for licensing fees 

4. E-signature 

5. Geo Tagging of office 

4. d 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi received 
the 2019 Global Goalkeeper 
Award for Swachh Bharat 
Mission from Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation recently. 

5. d 

 Ministry of Agriculture has recently 
launched two mobile Apps – CHC Farm 
Machinery and Krishi Kisan App for Geo 
Tagging. 

 Through CHC Farm Machinery App, 
farmers can select and order the required 
machinery at the rates feasible for 
them from the Custom Hiring Centers located 
in the radius of 50 Kms.  

 It is a Multi-lingual Mobile App. 

 Through this app, farmers, especially small 
and marginal farmers, will have easy access to 
high value and technical agricultural 
equipments which will facilitate optimum use 
of all types of inputs using these farming 
machines.  

6. b 

 Krishi Kisan App will provide farmers the 
information of best demonstration of high-
yielding crops and seeds in their nearby area. 

 Any farmer with high quality of crops can 
utilise this platform to demonstrate best 
practices of cultivation to other farmers so that 
this will help other farmers also to adopt these 
methods. 

 The App will also help in geo-tagging and 
geo-fencing of crop and give weather 
forecast message to farmers.  

7. d 

 Under the Senior Citizens Savings Scheme 
(SCSS), a senior citizen can deposit up to Rs 
15 lakh and the current interest rate is 8.6 per 
cent. 

 The tenure of this scheme is five years with 
the option to extend it for three more years. 

 However, the interest on SCSS is fully 
taxable, which is a major drawback of this 
scheme. 

 A study conducted recently by SBI has 
recommended that the government should 
consider exempting interest earned by senior 
citizens under SCSS from income tax. 

8. d 

 Asperger syndrome is a developmental 
disorder. 

 Those who have it, find it difficult to 
communicate and interact. 

 The syndrome is also characterised with 
constricted and repetitive patterns. 

 Asperger’s syndrome is now considered to be a 
part of a wider category called autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD). 

 According to WebMD, those who have this 
syndrome do not generally make eye 
contact and might seem awkward during 
social interactions. 

 Exhibiting minimum emotions also counts as a 
symptom. 

 They also tend to talk about a particular topic 
with a lot of intensity. 

Alzheimer's disease 
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 It is a progressive disorder that causes brain 
cells to waste away (degenerate) and dies. 

 Alzheimer's disease is the most common cause 
of dementia — a continuous decline in 
thinking, behavioral and social skills that 
disrupts a person's ability to function 
independently. 

 The early signs of the disease may be forgetting 
recent events or conversations. 

9. a 

10. c 

 The Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) was established in July 1989 by a 
Group of Seven (G-7) Summit in Paris, initially 
to examine and develop measures to combat 
money laundering. 

 The objectives of the FATF are to set standards 
and promote effective implementation of legal, 
regulatory and operational measures for 
combating money laundering, terrorist 
financing and other related threats to the 
integrity of the international financial system. 

 

26-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to SASTRA Ramanujan Prize 

1. It is an annual award presented to 
mathematicians from across the world. 

2. It is conferred on persons who are less 
than 32 years of age, working in an area 
influenced by Srinivasa Ramanujan. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Darknet 

1. It is a layer of the Internet, accessible 
only by using special softwares. 

2. Websites and information on the 
Darknet are intentionally hidden and 
cannot be accessed using traditional 
search engines. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Cyberdome 

1. It is a technological research and 
development Centre of Tamil Nadu 
Police Department. 

2. It is dedicated to prevent cybercrime 
and mitigate cyber security threats to 
the critical information infrastructure. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Jamdani sometimes seen in the news 
recently is associated with which of the 
following? 

a.  Organic Farming 

b.  Shifting Cultivation 

c.  Weaving Technique 

d.  Handicrafts manufacturing method 

 

5) Consider the following statements 

1. It took place in Khurda of Odisha in 
1817. 

2. It shook the foundations of British rule 
in the eastern part of India. 
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3. Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar, 
Mukunda Deva and Dinabandhu Santra 
were important leaders of this revolt. 

Identify the revolt that correctly matches with 
the above description: 

a.  Waghera Rising 

b.  Ahom Revolt 

c.  Paika Rebellion 

d.  Pagal Panthis 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to TB Harega Desh Jeetega’ Campaign 

1. It aims to improve and expand the reach 
of TB care services across the country, 
by 2022. 

2. This includes both preventive and 
promotive approaches, and proposes 
potentially transformative 
interventions. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Coal gasification 

1. It is the process of converting coal into 
synthesis gas (Syngas), which is a 
mixture of Nitrogen, Methane and 
Sulphur dioxide. 

2. The syngas can be used in a variety of 
applications such as in the production 
of electricity and making chemical 
products, such as fertilisers. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

8) Which of the following are the benefits 
of Agroecology? 

1. Restores soil health 

2. Restores Biodiversity 

3. Enhance fertile landscape 

4. Promotes reflection of sunlight 

5. Promotes climate resilience 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  All except 4 

b.  All except 2 and 4 

c.  All except 2 and 5 

d.  All of the above 

 

9) Consider the following pairs 

          Places in News - Region 

1. Kandaleru Dam – Karnataka 

2. Papua highlands – Indonesia 

Which of the pair(s) given above 
is/are incorrectly matched? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Varaha which was recently commissioned 
is a? 

a.  Submarine 

b.  Aircraft Carrier 

c.  Attack Helicopter 

d.  Offshore patrol vessel 

 

Answers 

1. c 

 The prize is conferred annually on 
mathematicians from across the 
world who are less than 32 years of age, 
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working in an area influenced by the genius 
Srinivasa Ramanujan. 

 “The SASTRA-Ramanujan Award has gained 
global repute ever since it was instituted in 
2005 and today is easily amongst the top five 
awards of this type for mathematics.  

 The age limit is 32 years to commemorate the 
fact that Srinivasa Ramanujan accomplished a 
phenomenal body of work in this short span. 

 The SASTRA Ramanujan prize for 2019 will be 
awarded to mathematician Adam Harper, 
Assistant Professor with the University of 
Warwick, England. 

2.  d 

3. a 

 Cyberdome is the Kerala Police 
Department’s premier facility dedicated to 
prevent cybercrime and mitigate cyber security 
threats to the State’s critical information 
infrastructure. 

 It is conceived as a Cyber Centre of excellence 
in cyber security as well as technology 
augmentation for effective policing. 

4. c 

5.  c 

6. c 

 Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare 
has recently launched the new TB Harega 
Desh Jeetega Campaign, along with the 
National TB Prevalence Survey. 

 The new TB campaign aims to improve and 
expand the reach of TB care services across the 
country, by 2022. 

 This includes preventive and promotive 
approaches, and proposes potentially 
transformative interventions such as 
engagement with private sector health care 
providers, inter-ministerial partnerships, 
corporate sector engagement, latent TB 
infection management, and community 
engagement. 

7. b 

 Coal gasification is the process of converting 
coal into synthesis gas (also called syngas), 
which is a mixture 

of hydrogen (H2), carbon monoxide (CO) 
and carbon dioxide (CO2). 

 The syngas can be used in a variety of 
applications such as in the production of 
electricity and making chemical products, such 
as fertilisers. 

8. a 

9. a 

1. Kandaleru Dam – Andhra Pradesh 

2. Papua highlands – Indonesia 

10. d 

 The ICGS Varaha, the fourth in the series of 
seven 98-m Offshore Patrol Vessels 
(OPV) of the Indian Coast Guard (ICG), was 
recently commissioned by Defence Minister. 

27-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to National Population Register (NPR) 

1. It is a list of usual residents of the 
country. 

2. A usual resident of the country is one 
who has been residing in a local area for 
at least the last six months, or intends to 
stay in a particular location for the next 
six months. 

3. It is similar to National Register of 
Citizens (NRC). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to India TB Report 2019 

1. It was released by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO). 

2. TB burden in India is highest in Uttar 
Pradesh, followed by Maharashtra and 
Rajasthan.  
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Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Quantum Supremacy 

1. It refers to a quantum computer solving 
a problem that cannot be expected of a 
classical computer in a normal lifetime.  

2. This relates to the speed at which a 
quantum computer performs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Consider the following statements with 
respect to South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 

1. It was established in 1985 and 
comprises of seven member states. 

2. Decisions at all levels are to be taken on 
the basis of majority. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5) With respect to Keeladi-An Urban 
Settlement of Sangam Age on the Banks of 
River Vaigai Report, consider the following 
statements 

1. It was released recently by the 
Archaeological Survey of India, Ministry 
of Culture. 

2. It states that Tamils attained literacy at 
least 2,600 years ago, which reduces the 
gap between the Sangam era and the 
Indus Valley Civilisation (1,500 BCE). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Which of the following is/are not belongs to 
the G4 Countries often seen in the news 
recently? 

1. Italy 

2. India 

3. Japan 

4. Kenya 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  4 only 

b.  1 and 4 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 3 and 4 only 

 

7) Madh Island sometimes seen in the news 
recently is located in which of the following? 

a.  Dispur 

b.  Mumbai 

c.  Chennai 

d.  Trivandrum 

 

8) Forest-PLUS 2.0 sometimes seen in the news 
recently is launched by which of the following? 

a.  Green Peace International 

b.  India's Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEF&CC) 
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c.  Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

d.  Both A and B 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Caribbean Community and 
Common Market (CARICOM) 

1. It is a group of 15 members-states and 
five associate members in the Caribbean 
region. 

2. They aimed at forming an economic and 
political community that works together 
to shape policies for the region and 
encourage economic growth and trade. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) The reversal of Ocean Current Circulation 
is found in which of the following ocean? 

a.  North Atlantic Ocean 

b.  South Pacific Ocean 

c.  North Indian Ocean 

d.  Arctic Ocean 

 

Answers 

1. b 

 The National Population Register 
(NPR) is a list of “usual residents of the 
country”. 

 According to the Ministry of Home Affairs, a 
“usual resident of the country” is one who has 
been residing in a local area for at least the last 
six months, or intends to stay in a particular 
location for the next six months. 

 Unlike the NRC, the NPR is not a 
citizenship enumeration drive, as it 
would record even a foreigner staying in a 
locality for more than six months. 

 The NPR is being prepared under provisions of 
the Citizenship Act 1955 and the Citizenship 
(Registration of Citizens and issue of National 
Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. 

 It is mandatory for every “usual resident of 
India” to register in the NPR. 

 It will be conducted in conjunction with the 
houselisting phase, the first phase of the 
Census, by the Office of the Registrar General 
of India (RGI) under the Home Ministry for 
Census 2021. 

 Only Assam will not be included, given the 
recently completed NRC. 

2. b 

 The number of HIV-infected people who go on 
to develop Tuberculosis (TB) is increasing in 
India, according to the India TB Report 2019, 
which was released by the government on 
September, 2019. 

3. c 

 Quantum supremacy refers to a quantum 
computer solving a problem that cannot be 
expected of a classical computer in a normal 
lifetime. 

 This relates to the speed at which a quantum 
computer performs. 

 A draft research paper has recently claimed 
that Google researchers have achieved a long-
sought-after goal in physics called “quantum 
supremacy”. 

4. d 

 The South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was 
established with the signing of the SAARC 
Charter in Dhaka on 8 December 1985. 

 SAARC comprises of eight Member 
States: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka. 

 One of the main objectives of the association as 
outlined in the SAARC Charter are: to promote 
the welfare of the peoples of South Asia and to 
improve their quality of life. 

 Decisions at all levels are to be taken on the 
basis of unanimity. 
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 Bilateral and contentious issues 
are excluded from the deliberations of the 
Association. 

5. b 

 A report, titled ‘Keeladi – An Urban 
Settlement of Sangam Age on the Banks 
of River Vaigai’, pushes back the history of 
literacy in South India from the previously 
assumed 3rd century BCE. 

 It states that Tamils attained literacy at least 
2,600 years ago, which reduces the gap 
between the Sangam era and the Indus Valley 
Civilisation (1,500 BCE). 

6. b 

G4 countries 

1. India 

2. Brazil 

3. Japan 

4. Germany 

7. b 

 An application alleging use of foreshore land 
for drying fish in Erangal village of Madh 
Island, Mumbai came up before the 
National Green Tribunal (NGT). 

8. b 

 US Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and India's 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEF&CC) officially 
launched Forest-PLUS 2.0 on September 25, 
2019. 

 It is a five-year programme initiated in 
December 2018 that focuses on developing 
tools and techniques to bolster ecosystem 
management and harnessing ecosystem 
services in forest landscape management. 

9. d 

 CARICOM is a group of twenty developing 
countries in the Caribbean that have come 
together to form an economic and political 
community that works together to shape 
policies for the region and encourage economic 
growth and trade. 

 The Caricom grouping has 15 members-
states and five associate members. 

10. c 

28-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Exercise KAZIND - 2019 

1. It is the fourth edition of an annual 
event which is conducted alternatively 
in Kazakhstan and India.  

2. KAZIND 2019 will be conducted at 
Pithoragarh, India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) With respect to Rural Sanitation Strategy 
(2019-2029), consider the following statements 

1. It focuses mainly on vaccination of 
children between ages 0 and 6 years to 
prevent a number of serious or even 
deadly diseases. 

2. It was launched by the Department of 
Drinking Water and Sanitation 
(DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following statements 
regarding Council of Scientific & Industrial 
Research (CSIR) 

1. It is an autonomous organisation, 
receiving funds from the Ministry of 
Science and Technology. 

2. Union Minister of Science and 
Technology is the ex-officio President of 
CSIR. 
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3. It gives an annual science award namely 
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

4) Which of the following is not one among the 
five principles of the Panchsheel? 

a.  Peaceful co-existence 

b.  Non-interference in each other’s internal affairs 

c.  Mutual respect for each other’s territorial 
integrity and sovereignty 

d.  Not joining any military alliance formed by the 
USA and Soviet Union 

 

5) With respect to Indian Opinion, consider the 
following statements 

1. It is a Gujarati-English weekly 
publication based out of Durban in 
South Africa. 

2. It was the first newspaper brought out 
by Mahatma Gandhi. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Which of the following are the potential high 
altitude tiger landscapes? 

1. Valmiki-Chitwan-Annapurna 

2. Manas-Royal Manas-Jigme Dorji 

3. Neora Valley-Torsa-Buxa-Phibsu 

4. Askot-Pithoragarh-Nandhaur-
Suklaphanta 

5. Arunachal-Sikkim-bordering Bhutan 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  All except 1 

b.  All except 1 and 4 

c.  All except 3 and 4 

d.  All of the above 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Global Solar Park 

1. It was inaugurated at UN headquarters 
by the Indian Prime Minister during the 
Gandhi@150 commemorative event. 

2. It has 193 solar panels, each 
representing a member of the 
multilateral body. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) Consider the following statements with 
respect to International Partnership on 
Information and Democracy 

1. Twenty countries have recently signed 
this agreement at the United Nations. 

2. Its main objective is to stop the spread 
of fake news on-line. 

3. It was initiated by India in 2013. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  2 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  1, 2 and 3 

d.  None 

 

9) The Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing 
Climate report was published recently by? 

a.  UNESCO 
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b.  World Ocean Council 

c.  World Meteorological Organisation 

d.  Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

 

10) Stena Impero sometimes seen in the news 
recently is a/an? 

a.  British-flagged oil tanker captured by Iran 

b.  Climate resilient coral identified near Indian 
Ocean 

c.  Place in Hong Kong where people assembled to 
protest against China 

d.  None of the above 

 

Answers 

1. c 

2. b 

 The Department of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti, GoI 
launched the 10 Year Rural Sanitation Strategy 
(2019-2029). 

 It focus on sustaining the sanitation behavior 
change that has been achieved under 
the Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen 
(SBM-G), ensuring that no one is left behind, 
and increasing access to solid and liquid waste 
management. 

3. b 

 Prime Minister is the ex-officio president of 
CSIR. 

4. d 

Five Principles of Panchsheel 

1. Peaceful co-existence 

2. Equality and mutual benefit 

3. Non-aggression against each other 

4. Non-interference in each other’s internal 
affairs 

5. Mutual respect for each other’s territorial 
integrity and sovereignty 

5. c 

6. d 

Potential high altitude tiger landscapes include 
the 

1. Valmiki-Chitwan-Annapurna (India-Nepal) 

2. Manas-Royal Manas-Jigme Dorji (India-
Bhutan) 

3. Neora Valley-Torsa-Buxa-Phibsu (India-
Bhutan) 

4. Askot-Pithoragarh-Nandhaur-Suklaphanta 
(India-Nepal) 

5. Arunachal-Sikkim-bordering Bhutan (India-
Bhutan) 

7. d 

Global Solar Park 

 The global solar park was inaugurated at UN 
headquarters by the Indian Prime 
Minister during 
the Gandhi@150 commemorative event. 

 It has 193 solar panels, each representing a 
member of the multilateral body. 

 It is a roof-top solar park which has the 
capacity of a 50-kilowatt hour (kWh) for each 
panel and the total output is 86,244 KWh. 

8. b 

 Twenty countries, including France, Britain 
and India, have recently signed 
the International Partnership on 
Information and Democracy at the 
United Nations to stop the spread of fake 
news on-line. 

 The signatories, which also included South 
Africa and Canada, committed to promoting 
independently reported, diverse and reliable 
information on the internet under an 
accord initiated by Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF), a press freedom watchdog. 

9. d 

 The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change Special Report on 
the Ocean and Cryosphere in a 
changing climate says human-induced 
climate change is harming the health and 
function of the ocean and cryosphere in a 
number of ways. 

 Glaciers and ice sheets are shrinking. 
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 Global sea level is rising at more than twice the 
rate of the 20th century. 

 The ocean is warming, becoming more acidic 
and losing oxygen. 

 Even with aggressive efforts to lower 
greenhouse gas emissions, many nations will 
struggle to adapt. 

10. a 

30-09-2019 

1) Consider the following statements with 
respect to INS ‘Nilgiri’ 

1. It is the first ship of Project17A. 

2. Project 17A frigates is a design 
derivative of the Shivalik class stealth 
frigates. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2) Consider the following statements with 
respect to All India Survey on Higher 
Education 2018-19 

1. The skew between female-to-male ratios 
among teachers is highest in Haryana. 

2. At an all-India level, teachers belonging 
to the Scheduled Castes and Tribes 
category represent more than half of all 
teachers in India.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Goldschmidtite 

1. It is a new mineral discovered from the 
Earth’s mantle, found inside a diamond. 

2. While the mantle is dominated by 
elements such as magnesium and iron, 
goldschmidtite has high concentrations 
of rare earth elements lanthanum and 
cerium. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4) Assertion (A): Though the mantle makes up 
about 80 per cent of the Earth’s volume, very 
little is known about it. 

Reason (R): Diamonds hold clues about mantle 
as they are found up to 160 km beneath the 
surface, in the upper mantle. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

a.  Both (A) and (R) are correct and (R) is the 
correct explanation of the (A) 

b.  Both (A) and (R) are correct and (R) is not the 
correct explanation of (A) 

c.  A is true and R is false 

d.  A is false and R is true 

 

5) Consider the following statements with 
respect to the Seat of Supreme Court in India 

1. The Constitution of India declares Delhi 
as the seat of the Supreme Court. 

2. No court can give any direction either to 
the President or to the Chief Justice to 
appoint any other place as a seat of the 
Supreme Court. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 
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d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Placenta 

1. It is a permanent organ attached to the 
wall of the uterus and allows life-
sustaining oxygen and nutrients to pass 
from the mother to the foetus. 

2. It lies on either end of the umbilical 
cord and has two sides, the maternal 
and foetal side.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Black Carbon 

1. Black carbon particles are not a part of 
particulate matter. 

2. It is one of the by-products from the 
burning of fossil fuels such as coal, oil, 
petrol and wood. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8) With respect to Galo community sometimes 
seen in the news recently, consider the 
following statements 

1. Galos belong to the Tani group 
inhabiting Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh, besides Tibet. 

2. They trace their common origin to a 
primeval ancestor, Abotani. 

Which of the statement(s) given above 
is/are incorrect? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9) Consider the following statements with 
respect to INS Khanderi 

1. It is being indigenously built by the 
Indian Navy. 

2. It has been built in India to the French 
Scorpene design and is the second 
submarine of the Project-75. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10) Consider the following statements with 
respect to Industry 4.0 

1. It is a name given to the current trend of 
automation, interconnectivity and data 
exchange in manufacturing 
technologies to increase productivity. 

2. It is a complex Cyber-Physical Systems 
which synergizes production with 
digital technologies. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 
correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answers 

1. c 

 INS Nilgiri is the first ship of Project17A. 

 Project 17A frigates is a design derivative of 
the Shivalik class stealth frigates with 
much more advanced stealth features and 
indigenous weapons and sensors. 

 These frigates are being built using integrated 
construction methodology. 

 The P17A frigates incorporate new design 
concepts for improved survivability, sea 
keeping, stealth and ship manoeuvrability. 

2. d 

 Of the 14.16 lakh teachers, 57.85 per cent are 
male and 42.15 per cent are female. 

 The skew is highest is recorded in Bihar, 
where the female-to-male ratio among 
teachers is 1:4, or about 21:79 in percentage 
terms. 

 Jharkhand comes a close second with a 
ratio of roughly 30:70. 

 In Uttar Pradesh, less than a third (32.3%) of 
teachers are female. 

 On the other hand, there are a few states such 
as Kerala, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Delhi and Goa, where 
the number of female teachers is more than 
that of male teachers. 

 At an all-India level, teachers belonging to 
the general category represent more 
than half (56.7 per cent) of all teachers in 
India. 

 OBCs follow with 32.1 per cent, with the rest 
being Scheduled Castes (8.8 per cent) and 
Scheduled Tribes (2.4 per cent). 

3.  c 

 A new, curious mineral has been 
discovered inside a diamond unearthed 
from a mine in South Africa. 

 The mineral has been 
named Goldschmidtite, after Victor Moritz 
Goldschmidt, the Norwegian scientist 
acknowledged as the founder of modern 
geochemistry. 

 While the mantle is dominated by elements 
such as magnesium and iron, goldschmidtite 
has high concentrations of niobium, 
potassium and the rare earth elements 
lanthanum and cerium. 

4. b 

 Though the mantle makes up about 80 per 
cent of the Earth’s volume, very little is known 
about it. 

 Reaching the mantle is not easy; it is 
about 2,900 km thick and no attempt to 
drill into it has been successful. 

 Diamonds hold clues as they are found up to 
160 km beneath the surface, in the upper 
mantle. 

 Diamonds that are unearthed were brought up 
closer to the surface, probably as a result of 
violent volcanic eruptions when the Earth was 
hotter. 

5. c 

 The Constitution of India declares Delhi 
as the seat of the Supreme Court. 

 But, it also authorises the Chief Justice 
of India to appoint other place or places as 
seat of the Supreme Court. 

 He can take decision in this regard only with 
the approval of the President. 

 This provision is only optional and not 
compulsory. 

 This means that no court can give any 
direction either to the President or to 
the Chief Justice to appoint any other place 
as a seat of the Supreme Court. 

6. b 

 The placenta is an organ attached to the 
wall of the uterus. 

 It allows life-sustaining oxygen and 
nutrients to pass from the mother to the 
foetus. 

 Essentially, it is a temporary organ that 
keeps separate the mother’s and the baby’s 
blood supply, while also being a link between 
the two. 
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 It lies on either end of the umbilical 
cord and has two sides, the maternal and 
foetal side. 

 A recent study has reported that particles of 
black carbon — commonly known as soot — 
have been found in the placenta of women, 
who had breathed these in during their 
pregnancies. 

 The finding is a signal of the health effects that 
air pollution could have even before birth. 

7.  b 

 Black carbon particles are a key part of 
particulate matter. 

 It is one of the byproducts from the burning of 
fossil fuels such as coal, oil, petrol and wood. 

 Because of their small size, particulate matter, 
including black carbon particles, can be easily 
inhaled and can pass through the throat and 
into the rest of the body. 

8.  d 

 The Galos belong to the Tani 
group inhabiting Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh, besides Tibet. 

 They trace their common origin to a primeval 
ancestor, Abotani. 

9. b 

 INS Khanderi is the second of Kalvari Class 
diesel electric attack submarines of the Indian 
Navy. 

 It has been built in India to the French 
Scorpene design and is the second submarine 
of the Project-75. 

 Built indigenously by Mazagon Dock 
Shipbuilders Limited, INS Khanderi is a 
lethal addition to Navy’s conventional 
submarine arsenal and is designed for silent 
and stealthy sub-surface operations. 

 INS Khanderi is the follow-on to INS 
Kalvari, which was the first of the French 
origin Scorpene class submarines being 
indigenously constructed in India and 
commissioned by the Prime Minister in 2017. 

10. c 

 ‘Industry 4.0’ commonly referred to as the 
fourth industrial revolution, is a name given to 

the current trend of automation, 
interconnectivity and data exchange in 
manufacturing technologies to increase 
productivity. 

 Industry 4.0 is a complex Cyber-Physical 
Systems which synergizes production with 
digital technologies, the Internet of Things, 
Artificial Intelligence, Big Data & Analytics, 
Machine Learning and Cloud Computing. 

 

 

 

 


