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TARGET 2020  

INTERNATIONAL ORGANI ZATIONS  

1. UNITED NATION S &  ITS ORGANS  

¶ It  is an international organization founded in 1945 after the W orld War II.  

¶ Its charter was signed in San Francisco on June 26, 1945 and came into existence on October 24, 1945 after 51 
countries have signed the charter. 

¶ Its predecessor, the League of Nations, created by the Treaty of Versailles in 1919 was disbanded in 1946.  

¶ Its mission is to maintain international peace and security, developing friendly relations among nations and 
promoting social progress, better living standards and human rights.  

1. HQ   - New York 

2. Official Languages - Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Spanish, Russian 

3. Members  - 193 (Latest Member South Sudan) 

4. Secretary General - Antonio Guterres (Portugal)  

¶ UN System  is made up of the  

1. Main Organs established by the Charter of the United Nations,  

2. Specialized agencies provided for in Article 57 of the Charter & 

3. Funds & Programmes established by the General Assembly under its authority derived from Article 22 of 
the Charter.  

Indian Members in the UN  

¶ Soumya Swaminathan, director general of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), was appointed as 

the Chief Scientist at the WHO . 

¶ An Indian Justice Dalveer Bhandari was re-elected as a judge to the International Court of Justice . 

¶ International law expert Neeru Chadha was elected to the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.  

Main Organs  

1.1 UN -General Assembly  

¶ It is the main deliberative organ and composed of all member states, each of which has one vote. 

¶ The mandate of UNGA is to discuss, debate, and make recommendations on subjects pertaining to 
international peace and security, including development, disarmament, human rights, international law, and 
the peaceful arbitration of disputes between nations. 

¶ It considers reports from the other fo ur organs of the United Nations, assesses the financial situations of 
member states, and approves the UN budget, its most concrete role. 

¶ Sessions - The assembly meets in Regular session  (annually from Sep to Dec), Special session  and 
Emergency Special Sessi on (within 24 hours) at the request of UN security council or majority of 
members or one-member state if the majority of states concur. 

¶ Appointments by UNGA - It appoints Secretary General of UN based on the recommendations given by 
Security Council. 

¶ General Assembly elects Non-Permanent members in Security Council and elects Members for Social and 
Economic Council. 

¶ Along with Security Council, General Assembly elects Judges to International Court of Justice. 

¶ Membership -There are 193 UN member states, each with a vote in the General Assembly. 

¶ The assemblyôs president changes with each annual session and is elected by the body itself. 
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¶ The membership can be contentious. Taiwan has been denied UN membership for more than two decades due 
to objections from China.Palestineôs status has also been controversial. 

¶ At the 2012 General Assembly passed a resolutionto upgrade Palestine from a non -member observer 
entity to non -member observer state.  

¶ Palestine and Vatican City are the United Nationsô two non-member observer states, which have the right to 
speak at assembly meetings but cannot vote on resolutions.   

¶ Assembly Actions - Decision on important questions such as those on peace and security, UN budget, 
admission, suspension and expulsion of members to various organs of UN requires special majority. 

¶ Make recommendations on any matters within the scope of the UN, except matters of peace and security that 
are under consideration by the Security Council. 

¶ In 1948, it promulgated the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,  which contained 30 articles outlining 
global standards for human rights.  

¶ In 1950, it initiated ñUniting for Peaceò resolution which states that if UNSC fails to exercise its primary 
responsibilityò for maintaining international peace and security, UNGA should take up the matter itself and 
urge collective action. 

¶ In 2000, it set forth the Millennium Development Goals (MDG), a time bound and measurabletargets for 
reducing poverty, halting the spread of HIV/AIDS, and improving access to primary education foll owed by 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 

¶ It has the power to censure states  for violating UN Charter principles.  

¶ In 2012, UNGA voted to denounce the Syrian government for atrocities since the start of the Syrian uprising in 
March 2011. 

¶ In 2014, Crimeaôs referendum to leave Ukraine and join Russia was held invalid by the UNGA by adopting a 
nonbinding resolution. It also held that Russiaôs annexation of Crimea is illegal. 

¶ UN budget - United Nation is funded by its member states through compulsory and volu ntary contributions.  

¶ The size of each stateôs compulsory contribution depends mainly on its economic strength, though its state of 

development and debt situation are also considered. 

¶ Member countries can make voluntary contribution to UNESCO, WHO, UN Progr ammes and Funds such as 

Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the UN Childrenôs Fund (UNICEF). 

Adoption of Resolution  

¶ Resolution in GA can be adopted in two ways i.e reaching consensus among member states and by voting on 

the resolution. 

¶ Consensus - All member states have agreed to adopt the text of a draft resolution without taking a vote . 

¶ Consensus is not reached, even if just one Member State requests a vote. 

¶ It is important to note that consensus does not mean that all Member States agree on every word in the draft 

resolution and they still have reservation about certain parts.  

¶ Thus, the viewpoint of every member countries is taken into consideration. This process is inclusive in nature. 

¶ Voting -It  need to get a simple majority to agree on the text of a resolution. 

¶ There is no need to care about the perspectives of the minority who disagree.  

¶ Those countries that did not vote in favour of a resolution on a particular agenda item will be less likely to 

implement the actions on an agenda item that are recommended in a resolution, hence it is divisive. 

Universal Declaration on Human rights  

¶ Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 
1948. 

¶ The Declaration consists of 30 articles affirm ing an individual's rights which, although not legally binding in 
themselves, have been elaborated in subsequent international treaties, economic transfers, regional human 
rights instruments, national constitutions, and other laws.  
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¶ The Declaration was the first step in the process of formulating the International Bill of Human Rights, which 
was completed in 1966, and came into force in 1976 after a sufficient number of countries had ratified them. 

¶ India is the signatory of UDHR.  

Recent developments  

¶ UNGA held a first ever high-level meeting on the fight against Tuberculosis, under the theme ñUnited to end 
Tuberculosis: an urgent global response to a global epidemicò. 

¶ The special session aims at accelerating efforts in ending TB and reaching all affected people with prevention 
and care. 

¶ The declaration marks the endorsement of the Resolution by all Member States of the UN. 

¶ India has pledged to eliminate the disease five years before the UN Development Goal of 2030. 

¶ Venezuela and Libya have been suspended from voting in the UN General Assembly for the third time in 3 
years because of millions of dollars in unpaid dues to the world body. 

1.2 United Nation s Security Council  

¶ It  has primary responsibility for the maintenance of International peace and security.  

¶ The council has 15 members: 5 Permanent - US, UK, Russia, France & China and 10 members elected by the 
General Assembly for 2-year terms. 

¶ The main criterion for eligibility is contribution ñto the maintenance of international peace and securityò, often 
defined by financial or troop contributions to peacekeeping operations or leadership on matters of regional 
security. 

¶ Equitable geographical distribution is also taken in to account for membership - African Group (3), Asia-
Pacific Group (2), Latin A merican and Caribbean Group (2), Western European and Others Groups 
(WEOG)(2)and Eastern European Group (1). 

¶ Arab states are given 1 seat alternately drawn from either Africaôs quota or Asiaôs by informal agreement. 

¶ Turkey and Israel, which has never served on the council, is represented in WEOG. 

¶ Current  non-permanent members (with end of term) areC¹te dôIvoire (2019), Equatorial Guinea (2019), 
Kuwait (2019), Peru (2019), Poland (2019), Belgium (2020), Dominican Republic (2020), Germany (2020), 
Indonesia (2020) and South Afri ca (2020). 

¶ While other organs of the UN can only make recommendations to member states, the Security Council has the 

power to make binding decisions  on member states. 

¶ All the members have one vote and permanent members have veto power.  

¶ Decisions on procedural matters should have vote of at least 9 of the 15 members and decision on substantive 
matters require nine votes and the absence of negative vote by any of the 5 permanent members. 

¶ Veto powers of P5 countries have been used most frequently by Russia, blocking more than 100 resolutions 
since the councilôs founding. 

¶ Most recently, in 2018, the U.S vetoed a resolution condemning Israel for Palestinian civilian deaths during 
border protests in Gaza. 

¶ The presidency of the Security Council rotates alphabetically  among 15 members every month.  

¶ G4 Nations - 4 countries bids for permanent seats in UNSC. They are Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan. 

¶ Uniting for Consensus (Coffee Club) - These are group of countries who are opposing the expansion of 

permanent seats in the UNSC under the leadership of Italy.  

¶ Members - Italy , Spain, Malta, San Marino, Pakistan, South Korea, Canada, Mexico, Argentina, Colombia & 

Turkey. 

¶ Despite drastic changes in geopolitics and international relations the Council has not been reformed yet. 
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Proposed Reforms in UNSC  

¶ The demands for reform of the UNSC is based on five key issues:  

1. Categories of membership (permanent, non-permanent).  

2. The question of the veto held by the five permanent members. 

3. Regional representation. 

4. The size of an enlarged Council and its working methods.  

5. The relationship between Security Council and General Assembly.  

¶ Notably, any reform of the Security Council would require the agreement of at least two-thirds of UN member 

states. 

¶ Importantly, the agreement of all the perm anent members of the UNSC enjoying the veto right is also 

required.  

India & UNSC  

¶ India recently won the unanimous support of all countries in the 55 -member Asia-Pacific Group at the UN in 
support of its bid for a  non-permanent seat at the UNSC for a 2-year term in 2021-22. 

¶ India has already held a non-permanent seat on the UNSC for 7 terms. 

¶ In total, India has been in the UNSC for 14 years. 

¶ This represents roughly a fifth of the time the United Nations (UN) has existed.  

¶ India is to re -enter the Council now, after a gap of 10 year (the previous time, in 2011-12, followed a gap of 20 
years). 

Recent Developments  

¶ UNSC has recently adopted a Resolution 2427  aimed at a framework for mainstreaming protection, rights, 
well-being and empowerment of children throughou t the conflict cycle. 

¶ The resolution won unanimous  approval from all the members of the council.  

¶ It condemns the recruitment and use of children by parties to armed conflict as well as their re -recruitment, 
killing and maiming, rape and other forms of sex ual violence, and abductions 

¶ It also condemns attacks against schools and hospitals and the denial of humanitarian access by parties to 
armed conflict.  

¶ It demands that all relevant parties immediately put an end to such practices and take special measures to 
protect children.  

1.3 UN Economic &  Social Council  

¶ It is the principal organ that guides sustainable development policies and coordinates the activities of several 

UN units and organisations working on development and social and economic issues. 

¶ It is the principle body for the implementation of internationally agreed development goals.  

¶ It has 54 members , which are elected by the General Assembly for a three -year term . 

¶ Seats in the council are allocated based on geographical representation.11 of them are allotted to Asian states. 

¶ For the nations to be the elected as members of ECOSOC for a three-year term, it needs 2/3 rd majority  of UN 

General Assembly votes. 

¶ Each member of the council has one vote and generally voting in the council is by simple majority. 

¶ The president is elected for a one-year term. 

India & ECOSOC  

¶ In 2017, UNGA re-elected India to another 3-year term starting from Jan,2018 (as its previous term was set to 

expire in 2017). 
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¶ India received backing of the Asian and Pacific group of nations and secured 183 of the 188 votes to serve 

again. 

¶ In 2018, India got elected to various crucial subsidiary bodies working under ECOSOC such as 

i. Committee on Non-Governmental Organisations for a term of 2019-2023 and India got the highest 
number of votes followed by Pakistan, 

ii . Commission on Population and Development for a term of 2018 ï 2021, 

iii . Commission for social development for a term of 2018-2022, 

iv. Commission on crime prevention and criminal justice for a term of 2019 ï 2021, 

v. Council to the Executive Board of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) for a term of 
2019-2021, 

vi. Executive Board of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 
(UN-Women) for a term of 2019-2021. 

¶ Election to committee on NGO is considered as crucial, because it scrutinises the NGOs applying for 

consultative status with ECOSOC and can recommend or block them. 

1.4  Secretariat  

¶ It undertakes the day-to-day work of the UN, administering the programmes and policies of the organization.  

¶ It is headed by the Secretary-General, assisted by a staff of international civil servants worldwide. 

1.5 International Court of Justice  

¶ It is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations  also called the ñWorld Courtò. 

¶ It is  seated at the Peace Palace, Hague (Netherlands), and the only principal organ of UN to be not located in 

New York. 

¶ It settles legal disputes between states and gives advisory opinions to the UN and its specialized agencies. 

¶ It hears cases related to war crimes, illegal state interference, ethnic cleansing, and other issues. 

¶ It is presidedover by15 judges elected to 9 year terms by the UNGA and the UNSCl from a list of people 

nominated by the national groups in the Permanent Court of Arbitration.  

¶ A candidate needs to get an absolute majority in both the chambers i.e. the UNGA and the UNSC. 

¶ 5 judges areelectedevery3 years  to ensure continuity within the court and are eligible for re-election. 

¶ No two judges can be the national s of the same country. 

¶ Of the 15 judges, the composition is mandated to be as follows -  

i. 3 from Africa  

ii.  2 from Latin America and the Caribbean 

iii.  3 from Asia 

iv. 5 from Western Europe and other states 

v. 2 from Eastern Europe 

¶ The President and Vice-President are elected by secret ballot to hold office for 3 years. 

¶ The P5 members of the UNSC always have a judge on the Court. 

¶ The exception was China, which did not have a judge on the Court from 1967 to 1985 because it did not put 

forward a candidate. 

¶ Judges may deliver joint judgments or give their own separate opinions. 

¶ The Court settles legal disputes between nations only  and not between individuals, organizations and 

private enterprises in accordance with international law.  
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¶ The Court can only hear a dispute when requested to do so by one or more States.  It cannot deal with a 

dispute of its own motion.  

¶ If a country does not wish to take part in a proceeding it does not have to do so, unless required by special 

treaty provisions. Once a country accepts the Court's jurisdiction, it must comply with its decision.  

¶ Decisions and Advisory Opinions are by majority , and, in the event of an equal division, the President's vote 

becomes decisive always have a judge on the Court. 

¶ Other existing international the matic courts, such as the International Criminal Court (ICC) are not under the 

umbrella of the ICJ and it is legally and functionally independent from United Nations.  

¶ India and ICJ - An Indian Justice Dalveer Bhandari was re-elected as a judge to theICJ. 

¶ India recently won the plea against Pakistan to grant counsellor access to Indian national Kulbhushan Jadhav 

and ICJ has directed to Pakistan to stop carrying out the execution of Jadhav. 

Recent Developments  

¶ ICJ has made a ruling on the military excesses on Rohingya in Myanmar against Rohingya Muslims recently  

¶ It has finally pinned legal responsibility on Myanmarôs government for the militaryôs large-scale excesses of 
2017 

¶ Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi led Myanmarôs defence against charges of carrying out genocide against its 
Muslim Rohingya minority . 

¶ In another case of its advisory opinion on Chagos Islands issue, it stated that the UK Government is ñunder an 
obligationò to end its administration of the Chagos Archipelago ñas rapidly as possibleò 

¶ It calls the continued administration of the archipelago ñunlawful,ò and ña wrongful act.ò 

¶ The Chagos Islands were retained by the UK during negotiations over independence for the Indian Ocean 
island of Mauritius, which came to fruition in 1968.  

¶ The islands have since been used for defence purposes by the UK and the United States, which established a 
military base on the island of Diego Garcia. 

1.6  Trusteeship Council  

¶ It was formed to provide international supervision for 11 Trust Territories that had been placed under  the 
administration of Member States, and to prepare the territories for self -government and independence.  

¶ By 1994, all Trust Territories had attained self-government or independence, with the last nation being Palau.  

¶ So, UN suspended its operation on 1994, and it continues to exist only on paper. 

¶ By a resolution adopted in May 1994, the Council amended its rules of procedure to drop the obligation to 
meet annually and agreed to meet as occasion required by its decision or the decision of its President, or at the 
request of a majority of its members or the General Assembly or the Security Council. 

¶ Its future role and existence remain uncertain.  

Specialised Agencies  

Specialized Agencies are legally independent international organizations with their own rule s, membership, organs 

and financial resources, which were brought into relationship with the United Nations through negotiated agreements.  

1.7 World Bank Group  

¶ The World Bank Group  (WBG) is a family of five international organizations  that make leveraged loans to 
developing countries. 

¶ The organizations are, 

1. International Bank for Reconstruction and Development  (IBRD).  

2. International Development Association  (IDA).  
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3. International Finance Corporation  (IFC).  

4. Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency  (MIGA).  

5. Internati onal Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID).  

¶ UN and World Bank Group - IBRD, IFC and IDA are Specialized Agencies of the UN. ICSID and MIGA are 
not Specialized Agencies 

¶ While five institutions have their own country membership, governing boar ds, and articles of agreement, they 
work as one to serve our partner countries. 

¶ The IBRD and IDA provide loans at preferential rates to member countries, as well as grants to the poorest 
countries.  

¶ IFC, MIGA, and ICSID focus on strengthening the private sector in developing countries by providing 
financing, technical assistance, political risk insurance, and settlement of disputes to private enterprises, 
including financial institutions.  

¶ IFC established in 1956, provides various forms of financing without sovereign guarantees, primarily to the 
private sector. 

¶ ICSID, established in 1966, works with governments to reduce investment risk. 

¶ MIGA, established in 1988, provides insurance against certain types of risk, including political risk, primarily 
to the pri vate sector. 

¶ Each member countries in the organisation get voting power according to the shares held in the organisationôs 
capital. 

¶ Governing Bodies -The two main governing bodies are Board of Governors and Board of Directors. 

¶ BOG are appointed by world bank members and meets annually in joint meeting with Board of Governors of 
IMF.  

¶ There is a separate BOD for IBRD, IDA, IFC and MIGA. 

¶ India is a member of four of the five constituents of the World Bank Group except ICSID.  

¶ India is one of the founder members of IBRD, IDA and IFC. 

World Bank  

¶ IBRD and IDA are collectively known as World Bank, that provides loans to countries for capital programs.  

¶ They were created at the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference, along with the International Monetary Fund  (IMF).  

¶ It is li ke a cooperative, made up of 189 member countries. 

¶ These member countries or shareholders, are represented by a Board of Governors (BOG), who are the 
ultimate policymakers at the World Bank.  

¶ The aim of World Bank is to  

1. End extreme poverty - reducing share of global population that lives in extreme poverty to 3 percent by 
2030,  

2. Promote shared prosperity - by increasing the incomes of the poorest 40 percent of people in every 
country and  

3. Provide sustainable development. 

¶ All decisions of World Bank will be guided to the promotion of  foreign investment  and international trade  and 
to the facilitation of  capital investment.  

¶ Together with the World Health Organization, the World Bank administers the  International Health 
Partnership  (IHP+).  

¶ IHP+ is a group of partners committed to improving the health of citizens in developing countries.   

¶ Clean Air Initiative (CAI)  is a World Bank initiative to advance innovative ways to improve air quality in 
cities through partnerships in selected regions of the world by sharin g knowledge and experiences.  

¶ Reports - Doing Business Report, Global Economic Prospects, Global Financial Development Report , 
International Debt Statistics, World Development Report, World Development Indicators , Poverty and Shared 
Prosperity. 
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Internati onal Bank for Reconstruction & Development  

¶ IBRD is a global development cooperative owned by 189-member countries and it is the largest development 
bank in the world.  

¶ It is headquartered in  Washington, D.C.  

¶ It was established in 1944 with the mission of financing the reconstruction of European nations devastated by 
World War II.   

¶ It supports the World Bank Groupôs mission by providing loans, guarantees, risk management products, and 
advisory services to middle-income and creditworthy low -income countries. 

¶ IBRD finances investments across all sectors and provides technical support and expertise at each stage of a 
project.  

¶ IBRD places special emphasis on supporting lower -middle -income countries  as they move up the 
economic chain, graduating from IDA to become clients of IBRD.  

¶ It will also help coordinating responses to regional and global challenges.  

¶ The Bank's member governments are shareholders which contribute paid-in capital and have the right to vote 
on its matters.  

¶ In addition to these contributions, the IBRD acquires most of its capital by borrowing on international  capital 
markets through bond issues.  

¶ Each member state of IBRD should also be a member of the International Monetary Fund  (IMF) and only 
members of IBRD are allowed to join other institut ions within the Bank (such as IDA).  

1.8  International Monetary Fund  

¶ IMF was conceived at a UN conference in Bretton Woods in July 1944.  

¶ The 44 countries at that conference sought to build a framework for economic cooperation to avoid a 
repetition of the competitive devaluations that had contributed to the Great Depression of the 1930s. 

¶ With the membership of 189 countries, the Fund's mandate was updated in 2012 to include all macroeconomic 
and financial sector issues that bear on global stability. 

¶ A core responsibility of the IMF is to provide loans to member countries experiencing actual or potential 
balance of payments problems.  

¶ Unlike development banks, the IMF does not lend for specific projects. 

¶ The SDR is an international reserve asset, created by the IMF in 1969 to supplement its member countriesô 
official reserves. 

¶ Gold remains an important asset in the reserve holdings of several countries, and the IMF is still one of the 
worldôs largest official holders of gold.  

¶ Unlike the General Assembly of the United Nations, where each country has one vote, decision making at the 
IMF was designed to reflect the relative positions of its member countries in the global economy.   

¶ Reports - World economic outlook, Global Financial stability report.  

Developments in IM F 

¶ The members of IMF have recently agreed a new deal that would allow to maintain its funding at $ 1 trillion 
but postponed changes to its voting structure. 

¶ Source of funding in IMF  - Quotas are the IMFôs main source of financing. Each member of the IMF is 
assigned a quota, based broadly on its relative position in the world economy. 

¶ Through New Arrangement to Borrow (NAB), a number of member countries and institutions stand ready to 
lend additional resources to the IMF.   

¶ The NAB constitutes a second line of defense to supplement IMF resources. 

¶ Bilateral Borrowing Agreements serve as a third line of defense after quotas and the NAB. 



 

 

 

www.shankariasacademy.com  ||       www.iasparliament.com 

12 

¶ Concessional lending and debt relief for low-income countries are financed through separate contribution -
based trust funds. 

¶ NAB is a renewable funding mechanism that has existed since 1998 and bilateral borrowings from countries 
after the 2008 financial crisis.  

¶ Recent Developments - In its new deal, IMF members have decided to extended the bilateral borrowing 
facility by a year to the end of 2020 and a potential doubling of the NAB.  

¶ But the new deal will leave IMF quotas (the primary source of IMF funds), which determine voting shares, 
unchanged. Instead, these will be reviewed before the end of 2023. 

¶ This is mainly due to veto power of US which has objected to changing IMF quota. 

¶ IMF quotas are distributed according to a four -pronged formula that considers a member countryôs GDP, its 
economic openness, its ñeconomic variabilityò and international reserves. 

¶ Indiaôs quota is 2.76% and Chinaôs is 6.41%, while the U.S.ôs quota is 17.46 % (translates to a vote share of 
16.52%). 

¶ Many of the crucial decision in IMF requires 85% supermajority and US vote share give it unique veto power. 

1.9  International Labor Organization  

¶ It was created in 1919 by the Versailles Peace Treaty 

ending World War I.  

¶ After the demise of the League of Nations, the ILO 

became the first specialized agency associated with the 

UN. 

¶ The organization has 187 of the 193 UN member states 

plus the Cook Islands (a nation in the South Pacific, 

with political links to New Zealand).  

¶ Its secretariat is in Geneva, Switzerland. 

¶ It is responsible for drawing up and overseeing 

international labour standards.  

¶ Unlike other United Nations specialized agencies, the 

International Labour Organi zation has 

a tripartite  governing structure ï representing 

governments, employers, and workers. 

¶ ILO designates some member countries as nations of 

ñChief Industrial Importanceò. 

¶ The designated nations are Brazil, China, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, the Russian Federation, the 

United Kingdom and the United States.  

¶ In 1988, the international labour conference adopted the ñDeclaration on Fundamental Principles and 

Rights at Workò. 

¶ The declaration aims to eliminate all forms of forced or compulsory lab our, abolition of child labour and the 

elimination of discrimination in employment and occupation.  

¶ It publishes Global Wage report . 

India and ILO  

¶ India is a founder member of the ILO  

¶ In 2017, India has ratified two key ILO global conventions - Convention 138 and Convention 182. 

¶ Convention 138 calls for the minimum age for employment to be not less than the age of completion of 
compulsory schooling. In India, it is 14 years according to RTE act. 

¶ Convention 182 penalises and prohibits the worst form of child labour. It includes  

Core Conventions of the ILO  

¶ The 8 Core Conventions of the ILO (also 
called fundamental/human rights 
conventions) are: 

1. Forced Labour Convention (No. 29) 

2. Abolition of Forced Labour Convention 
(No.105) 

3. Equal Remuneration Convention (No.100)  

4. Discrimination (Employment Occupation) 
Convention (No.111) 

5. Minimum Age Convention (No.138)  

6. Worst forms of Child Labour Convention 
(No.182) 

7. Freedom of Association and Protection of 
Right to Organised Convention (No.87) 

8. Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining 
Convention (No.98)  

¶ Conventions 87 & 98 have not been ratified 
by India.  
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1. all forms of slavery including sale and trafficking, debt bondage, serfdom, forced labour, recruitment 
in armed conflict  

2. prostitution or production of pornography  

3. production and trafficking of drugs etc  

¶ Conventions 138 and 182 of the United Nations body leave it to the member-states to determine what 
constitutes acceptable or unacceptable work for children at different ages.  

¶ Countries which ratify any of the ILO conventions must go through a periodical reporting system every 4 
years. The government has to prove they are making progress. 

¶ An ILO Recommendation  is a non-binding instrument which seeks to serve as a guiding principle for 

national policy process. 

¶ ILO in June, 2015 adopted recommendations regarding ñThe Employment and Decent Work for Peace and 

Resilienceò. 

¶ The Recommendation provides guidance to member States on the measures to be taken to generate 

employment and decent work for the purposes of prevention, recovery, peace and resilience with respect to 

crisis situations arising  from conflicts and disasters. 

¶ Each member state of ILO is required to submit the instruments so adopted before the competent authority 

(the Parliament in case of India). India supported the adoption of Recommendation.  

¶ Accordingly, Union Cabinet hasaccorded the approval to place the new instrument of recommendation before 

the parliament. But it does not create any immediate obligation on the parliament.  

1.10 Food and Agriculture Organization  

¶ It was established in 1945 with the objective of eliminating hunger and  improving nutrition and standards of 
living by increasing agricultural productivity.  

¶ Its secretariat is in Rome, Italy.  

¶ Some of the important key programmes of FAO are Food Security Programmes, Codex Alimentarius, 
International Plant Protection Convention  (IPPC) etc., 

¶ The Codex Alimentarius Commission  established by FAO and WHOis an international food 
standard  setting body. 

¶ It  has recently adopted three Codex standards for black, white and green pepper, cumin and thyme owing to 
Indiaôs efforts to benchmark global spices trade. 

¶ With the adoption of codex standards, spices have been included for the first time as commodities that will 
have universal standards. 

¶ International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) - It  aims to protect cultivated and wild plants by 
preventing the introduction and spread of pests.  

¶ Globefish -It is a unit within the FAO, responsible for information and analysis on international fish trade 
and markets. 

¶ Globefishôs flagship reports cover over 14 of the most major traded seafood commodities, including shrimp, 
tuna, salmon, small pelagics and other species with detailed statistics. 

India &  FAO  

¶ FAO council approved Indiaôs membership to the Executive Board of the World Food Program (WFP) for 
2020 and 2021. 

¶ It has also decided to observe óInternational Year of Milletsô in 2023, upon the request from Indian 
government. 

¶ India celebrated 2018 as ñNational Year of Milletsô and notified millets as nutri-cereals & allowed its inclusion 
in Public Distribution System (PDS).  

¶ WFP is the worldôs largest humanitarian agency that fights hunger by providing food assistance, school meals, 
cash-based transfers etc. 
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¶ In India, WFP has moved from providing direct food aid to providing technical assistance and capacity 
building services. Ministry of Agriculture is  the nodal agency. 

1.11 UNESCO  

¶ UN Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization is responsible for promoting peace, social justice, human 
rights and international security through International cooperation on educational, science and cultural 
programs. 

¶ It has 195 member states and is based in Paris, France. 

¶ It accorded recognition in 2011 to Palestine as its 195thmember.  

¶ It is a global development agency with missions that include promoting sex education, literacy, clean water 
and equality for women. 

¶ It is responsible for promoting peace, social justice, human rights and international security through 
International cooperation on educational, science and cultural programs.  

¶ It is known for its World Heritage Mission  which encourages world countries to protect Natural and 
Cultural Heritage sites.  

¶ It publishes theGlobal Education Monitoring report  and Gender Parity Index.  

¶ It also leads the Man and Biosphere Programme  for protecting Biosphere reserves across the world. 

UNESCO Creative City  

¶ The UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) was launched in 2004 to promote cooperation among cities 
which recognized creativity as a major factor in their urban development.  

¶ It aims to foster mutual international cooperation with and between member cities committed to investing in 
creativity as a driver for sustainable urban development, social inclusion and cultural vibrancy.  

¶ The Network recognizes the following creative fields: 

1. Crafts and Folk Arts 

2. Media Arts  

3. Film  

4. Design 

5. Gastronomy 

6. Literature  

7. Music 

¶ The overall situation and activi ties within the Network are reported in the UCCN Membership Monitoring 
Reports, each for a 4-year period for a particular city.  

¶ The Network recognizes the concept of creative tourism, defined as a travel associated with creative experience 
and participatio n 

¶ The following three Indian cities has been added to UCCN - Varanasi for Music, Jaipur for Crafts and Folk Art 
and Chennai for Music. 

¶ Some of the other cities included are Alba (Italy) for gastronomy (the practice or art of choosing, cooking, and 
eating good food), Almaty (Kazakhstan) for music and Auckland (New Zealand) for music . 

¶ To become part of the network of 180 cities, where development is believed to be intricately linked to their 
creative traditions.  

¶ Recent Developments - Hyderabad has now been officially designated as a UNESCO Creative City of 
Gastronomy and Mumbai in Film Category.  

¶ These 2 cities are among 66 cities named by the UNESCO in the list of new Creative Cities which aims at 
pushing the Sustainable Development Goals through innovative thinking and action.  

¶ Hyderabad is the city of biryanis, kebabs, haleem, kallu, shikampur and chowki dinners.  
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¶ Pre-Islamic Kakatiya cuisines (12th century) have interacted in an incredible fashion with the arrival of Turks 
in 15th century, followed by Mughal i nfluences in the 17th century. 

 

World Heritage Site  

¶ The UNESCO seeks to encourage the identification, protection and preservation of cultural and natural 
heritage around the world considered to be of outstanding value to humanity.  

¶ This is embodied in an international treaty called the óConvention concerning the Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritageô, adopted by UNESCO in 1972. 

¶ The World Heritage Committee is the main body in charge of the implementation the Convention.  

¶ It consists of representatives from 21 of the States Parties to the Convention elected by their General 
Assembly, it meets once a year. 

¶ The site should have an Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) for World Heritage nomination.  

¶ To determine OUV for World Heritage nomination, there  are 10 enlisted criteria. 

¶ The proposed nomination must satisfy at least one of these ten criteria. 

¶ Ahmedabad became the first Indian city to get into the list.  

¶ Following it, Jaipur became the second city made its entry in to the list.  

¶ The decision was taken at the 43rd Session of the 
UNESCO World Heritage Committee (WHC) in 
the historic city of Baku, Azerbaijan . 

¶ With its inclusion, the number of UNESCO 
World Heritage sites across India has grown to 
38, including 30 cultural properties, 7 natural 
propertie s and 1 mixed site. 

India & UNESCO  

¶ The Intergovernmental committee has added 
ñKumbh Melaò as an intangible heritage. 

¶ UNESCO Asia Pacific Award for Cultural 
Heritage Conservation - Sri 
Ranganathaswamy Temple in Srirangam, has 
won the award in 2017. 

¶ It has become the first temple in Tamil Nadu to 
be given the prestigious award from the UN 
body. 

¶ The LAMO Centre , Ladakh won the Award of 
Distinction in 2018  

¶ Rajabai Clock Tower & University of 
Mumbai Library Building , &Ruttonsee 
Muljee Jetha Fountain , Mumbai were 
honourable mentions  

Other  Developments  

¶ U.S and Israel have formally quit the UNESCO. 

¶ It was following the criticism by UNESCO against Israelôs occupation of East Jerusalem and the grant of full -
time membership to Palestine. 

¶ The withdrawal from both the co untries would not affect the UN organisation financially as both Israel and the 
US had stopped funding it since Palestineôs membership was granted in 2011. 

¶ UNESCO has also earlierdeclared a contested shrine in Hebron city as an endangered Palestinian heritage site.  

Jaipur  

¶ Jaipur is a fortified city in Rajasthan and also 
known as the Walled City, the Pink City 

¶ It was founded in 1727 by Sawai Jai Singh II 
and known for its iconic architectural legacy 
and vibrant culture.  

¶ The city was nominated for its value of being 
an exemplary development in town planning 
and architecture 

¶ Unlike other cities in the region located in hilly 
terrain, Jaipur was established on the plain 
and built according to a grid plan interpreted 
in the light of Vedic ar chitecture. 

¶ The city's urban planning shows an exchange 
of ideas from ancient Hindu and modern 
Mughal as well as Western cultures. 

¶ Its iconic monuments such as the Govind Dev 
temple, City Palace, Jantar Mantar and Hawa 
Mahal excel in artistic and architect ural 
craftsmanship of the period.  

¶ Jaipur is an expression of the astronomical 
skills, living traditions, unique urban form.  
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¶ Even in 1984, U.S. withdrew  from the UNESCO, accusing it of favouring the Soviet Union; nevertheless, it re-
joined the U.N. body in 2002.  

1.12 World Health Organization  

¶ WHO is the first global health organization,replacing many regional and national health bodies 

¶ It has 194-member countries, and its secretariat is in Geneva, Switzerland. 

¶ It has the authority of directing and coordinating matters related to International health.  

¶ World Health Assembly is the supreme decision-making body of WHO, attended by delegations from all 
member states. 

¶ The Executive Board of WHO implementsthe decisions and policies of the World Health Assembly. 

World Health Assembly  

¶ It is the forum through which WHO is governed by its 194 member states. 

¶ It is the worldôs highest health policy setting body and is composed of health ministers from member states. 

¶ The members of the World Health Assembly generally meet every year in May in Geneva, the location of WHO 
Headquarters. 

¶ The main functions of the World Health Assembly are to determine the policies of the Organization, appoint 
the Director -General, supervise financial policies, and review and approve the proposed program budget. 

¶ Recently World Health Assembly in Geneva agreed on three resolutions to ensure that the world meets the 
universal health coverage (UHC) target of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Burn out Condition  

¶ The World Health Organization has for the first time 
recognized ñburn-outò in its International Classification of 
Diseases (ICD) which is widely used as a benchmark for 
diagnosis and health insurers. 

¶ WHO defines burn-out as ña syndrome conceptualized as 
resulting from chronic workplace stress that has not been 
successfully managedò 

¶ It said the syndrome was characterized by three 
dimensions:  

1. Feelings of energy depletion or exhaustion. 

2. Increased mental distance from oneôs job, or feelings of 
negativism or cynicism related to oneôs job. 

3. Reduced professional efficacy. 

¶ According to the classification burn -out refers specifically 
to phenomena in the occupational context and should not 
be applied to describe experiences in other areas of life. 

Other  Developments  

¶ During its 71st World Health Assembly, WHO released its ñSaving lives, spending lessò report. 

¶ It has for the first time measured the health and economic benefits of implementing the most cost -effective 
and feasible interventions to prevent and control NCDs in low - and lower-middle -income countries. 

¶ The report recommends, what is now known as the óBest Buysô formula, that by spending on prevention. 

¶ Soumya Swaminathan, a Deputy Director-General of the WHO has been named its Chief Scientist. 

¶ WHO has recently announced sweeping reforms to modernize and strengthen the organization. 

¶ It would align its processes and structures with the triple -billion targets:  

1. One billion more people benefitting from universal health coverage  

Universal Health Coverage  

¶ UHC is about ensuring all people 
and communities have access to 
quality health services where and 
when they need them, without 
suffering financial hardship.  

¶ It includes the full spectrum of 
services needed throughout life from 
health promotion to prevention, 
treatment, rehabilitation, and 
palliative care and is best based on a 
strong primary health care system. 

¶ Achieving UHC is one of the key 
targets of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 
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2. One billion more people better protected from health emergencies 

3. One billion  more people enjoying better health and well-being 

1.13 International Maritime Organization  

¶ It  is the global standard-setting authority for the safety, security and environmental performance of 
international shipping.  

¶ Its main role is to create a regulatory framework for the shipping industry that is fair and effective, universally 
adopted and universally implemented.  

¶ It  is the only UN special agency to have its headquarters in the United Kingdom. It is the first ever 
international organization devoted exclusively to maritime matters.  

¶ The objective of IMO is the improvement of Maritime safety and the prevention of marine  pollution.  

¶ IMO measures cover all aspects of international shipping including ship design, construction, equipment, 
manning, operation and disposal. 

¶ It covers accidental and operational oil pollution along with different types of pollution by chemicals, g oods in 
packaged form, sewage, garbage and air pollution. 

¶ One of the important committee under IMO is The Maritime Environment Protection Committee which is 
responsible for coordinating the organisationôs activities in prevention and control of pollution of the marine 
environment from ships.  

¶ The IMO council consists of 40 members in which category A consists of 10 members, category B 10 members 
and category C 20 members -  

i. Category-A has countries which have interest in providing international shipping serv ices 

ii . Category-B has large nations with interest in 
international seaborne trade  

iii . Category-C has States, not elected under A or B, 
that have special interests in maritime transport 
or navigation  

¶ Observer status is granted to qualified non-governmental 
organisations. 

India and IMO  

¶ India has had the privilege of being elected to and serving 
the council of the IMO, ever since it started functioning, 
except for two years during 1983-1984. 

¶ In the 30 th session of IMO held in London,India has 
been re -elected to th e council of IMO under 
ñCategory Bò for two years (2018-2019).  

¶ Ballast water management convention  was adopted in IMO in 2004 and came into force in September, 
2017. 

¶ The convention aims to prevent the spread of harmful aquatic organisms from one region to another. 

¶ It establishes standards and procedures for the management and control of ships' ballast water and sediments. 

¶ All ships in international traffic are required to manage their ballast water and sediments to a certain standard 
according to the management plan.  

¶ The Bunker convention  was adopted in 2001 and came into force in 2008. 

¶ Its aim is to ensure that adequate, prompt, and effective compensation is available to persons who suffer 
damage caused by oil spills, when carried as fuel in ships' bunkers. 

¶ It applies to damage caused on the territory, including the territorial sea, and in exclusive economic zones of 
States Parties. 

¶ It is modelled on the International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage, 1969.  

Ballast Water  

¶ Ballast water is water carried in shipsô 
ballast tanks to improve stability, balance 
and trim.  

¶ It is taken up or discharged when cargo is 
unloaded or loaded, or when a ship needs 
extra stability in foul weather.  

¶ When ships take on ballast water, plants 
and animals that live in the ocean are also 
picked up. Discharging this ballast water 
releases these organisms into new areas 
where they can become marine pests. 
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¶ In India's case, it applies to an Indian vessel, wherever it is situated, and to a foreign flag vessel while it is 
within Indian jurisdiction.  

¶ By the end of 2017, India was in the advanced stage of ratifying Ballast Water Convention and Bunker 
Convention. 

1.14 International Civil Aviation  Organization  

¶ It was created after the Chicago convention on International Civil Aviation.  

¶ It became a specialized agency of the United Nations linked to Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). 

¶ Secretariat - Montreal, Canada. 

¶ It sets standards and regulations necessary for aviation safety, security, efficiency as well as for aviation 
environmental protection.   

¶ Recently, ICAO introduced a scheme to measure carbon emission, called as ñCORSIA - Carbon Offsetting and 
Reporting Scheme for International Aviationò.   

CORSIA  

¶ The CORSIA is a global market-based measure adopted by ICAO. 

¶ It intends to offset annual increases in CO2 emissions from international civil aviation above 2020 levels.  

¶ A market-based measure is a policy tool that is designed to achieve environmental goals at a lower cost and in 
a more flexible manner than traditional regulatory measures. e.g Levies, emissions trading systems, and 
carbon offsetting. 

¶ It  relies on the use of emissions units to offset the amount of CO2 emissions. 

¶ One emissions unit represents one tonne of CO2 emissions reduced.  

¶ It  compares the total CO2 emissions for a year (from 2021 onwards) against a predetermined baseline. 

¶ Any international aviation CO 2 emissions that exceed the baseline level should implement offsetting measures. 

¶ It only applies to international flights. Domestic emissions fall under the purview of UNFCCC, and are covered 
by the Paris Agreement. 

1.15 World Meteorological Organization  

¶ WMO was created in 1950 as an intergovernmental organization. 

¶ It became a specialized agency of the United Nations, in 1951, for meteorology (weather and climate), 
operational hydrology and related geophysical sciences. 

¶ WMO is the UN systemôs authoritative voice on weather, climate and water. 

¶ Secretariat - Geneva, Switzerland. 

¶ Through its  members, WMO provides forecasts and early warnings to nations, which help prevent and 
mitigate disasters. 

¶ WMO monitors and forecast the transport of chemical and oil spills, forest fires, volcanic ash, haze and 
nuclear isotopes.  

¶ It also draws world atten tion to the depletion of the ozone layer. 

¶ The Climate Centre at Indian Meteorological Department, Pune has recently been recognized as the Regional 
Climate Centre by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) for providing regional climate services to 
South Asian countries.  

India and WMO  

¶ India has been designated as a nodal centre for preparing flash-flood forecasts by the WMO. 

¶ India will develop a customised model that can issue advance warning of floods in Vietnam, Sri Lanka, 
Myanmar and Thailand.  

¶ The system is called the Flash Flood Guidance System which aims to provide forecasts 6 hours in advance. 
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¶ The WMO says flash floods account for 85% of flooding incidents across the world, causing some 5,000 deaths 
each year. 

1.16 World Intellectual Property Organizat ion  

¶ It is designed to promote the worldwide protection of both industrial property (inventions, trademarks, and 
designs) and copyrighted materials (literary, musical, photographic, and other artistic works).  

¶ HQ - Geneva, Switzerland 

¶ WIPOôs predecessor was The United International Bureaux for the Protection of Intellectual Property (BIPRI).  

¶ BIPRI administered two conventions such as the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property 
and the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Arti stic Works. BIRPI is thus transformed to 
become WIPO. 

¶ Marrakesh Treaty of WIPO - It is to facilitate access to published works for persons who are blind, visually 
impaired and print disabled.  

¶ India was the first country to sign this treaty.  

¶ EU has recently ratified to ease access to reading material for print-disabled people. With this, the treaty 
expands to 70 countries. 

¶ The governments that are party to the Marrakesh treaty are obliged to adopt laws authorizing  the conversion 
of books into accessible formats such as braille, e-text, audio 
and large print by designated organisations.  

India and WIPO  

¶ Union Cabinet has approved the proposal regarding 
accession to the WIPO Copyright Treaty and WIPO 
Performers and Phonograms Treaty. 

¶ The treaty extends coverage of copyright to the internet and 
digital environment.  

¶ It is seen as a step towards the objective laid in the National 
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy, 2016.  

¶ The treaty came to force in 2002 and has been adopted by 96 
contracting parties till da te. 

¶ It is a Special agreement under Berne Convention . 

1.17 Interna tional Telecommunication Union  

¶ It is responsible for the allocation of radio spectrum and 
satellite orbits, and for the standardization and development 
0f ICTs worldwide.  

¶ The ITU has 193-member states that  elect representatives to 
the ITU Council.  

¶ Founded - 1865, Secretariat - Geneva, Switzerland.   

¶ The work of ITU covers the whole ICT sector, from digital broadcasting to the Internet and from mobile 
technologies to 3D TV. 

¶ Apart from member  countries, ITU currently has a membership of  more than 700 private -sector entities. 

¶ ITU has recently said that by the end of 2018, world will surpass the 50/50 milestone  for internet use.  

¶ It means that for the first time, more than half of the global population  will be using interne t. 

¶ According to ITU, the world ós richest countries have been showing slow and steady growth in Internet use, 
from 51% in 2005 to 80% now. 

 

Berne Convention  

¶ It is an international agreement governing 
copyright(for protection of literary and 
artistic works), which was first accepted in 
Berne, Switzerland, in 1886. 

¶ The Convention is open to all States and 
Instruments of ratificati on or accession 
must be deposited with the Director 
General of WIPO. 

¶ The Convention deals with the protection of 
works and the rights of their authors.  

¶ It is based on three basic principles  

1. principle of national treatment  

2. principle of automatic protectio n 

3. principle of independence of protection  

¶ It contains a series of provisions 
determining the minimum protection to be 
granted, as well as special provisions 
available to developing countries. 
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India and ITU  

¶ India has been elected as a Member of the ITU Council for another 4-year term (2019-2022).  

¶ India has been a regular member of the ITU council since 1952. 

¶ ITU has recently decided to set up the ITU South Asia Area Office and Technology Innovation Centre in New 
Delhi.  

1.18 International Fund for Agricultural Development  

¶ It  is an internationa l financial institution and specialized UN agency 
based in Rome, the UNôs food and agriculture hub. 

¶ It was setup after ñThe World Food Conference 1974ò which was 
organized in response to the food crises of 1970s in Sahelian Countries 
of Africa. 

¶ IFAD is dedicated to eradicating poverty and hunger in rural areas of 
developing countries. 

¶ It provides low -interest loans and grants to developing countries to 
finance innovative agricultural and rural development programmes 
and projects.                                               

1.19 UN  Industrial Development Organization  

¶ UNIDO is an UN coordinating body central to the promotion of industrial development, poverty reduction 
and environmental sustainability.  

¶ HQ ï Vienna, Austria  

¶ Its mission is to promote Inclusive and sustainable industrial development  (ISID) in  was described in 
the óLima Declarationô.  

¶ The main objectives of UNIDO are, 

1. The promotion of industrial growth and technological progress,  

2. Most effective use of human resources,  

3. Equitable development through i ndustrialization, industrial development and environmental protection,  

4. International cooperation in industrial investment and technology.   

¶ At present there are 170 Member States in UNIDO. 

¶ It has a Regional Office in New Delhi  

¶ It acts as a focal point to promote UNIDOôs mandate. 

¶ The UNIDO Country Programme (2013-2017) serves as the portfolio of development interventions by UNIDO.  

¶ The Programme is aligned with the 12th Five Year Plan and the United Nations Development Action 
Framework (2013-2017).   

1.20  UN  Wor ld Tourism Organization  

¶ It is responsible for the promotion of responsible, sustainable and universally accessible tourism. 

¶ HQ - Madrid, Spain.  

¶ The UNWTO Executive Council represents the Organizationôs governing body. 

¶ The executive council take all necessary measures in consultation with the Secretary-General, for 
implementation of its own decisions and recommendations of the Assembly. 

¶ The Council meets at least twice a year. 

¶ The council consists of 30 Full Members elected by the assembly. 

Sahel  

¶ It is a semiarid region of 
western and north-central 
Afr ica forming a transitional 
zone between the arid Sahara 
in the north and humid 
savannas in the south. 

¶ It comprises of portions of 10 
countries including Senegal, 
Mauritania, Mali, Burkina 
Faso, Algeria, Niger, Nigeria, 
Chad, Sudan & Eritrea. 
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¶ Recent developmen ts - Suman Billa, the former director and secretary of Kerala Tourism, join ed UNWTO 
as the director, technical cooperation and silk road development. 

Funds and Programmes  

¶ They are subordinate to the United Nations, but since they are immediately controlled  by distinct inter -
governmental bodies and derive most of their financial resources from other sources than the United Nations 
budgets, they are somewhat more akin to specialized agencies than to "subsidiary organs" such as UN 
commissions and committees. 

¶ Moreover, as their activities are more operational and carried out at field level, they have needs dictated by an 
environment quite different from that of headquarters -centred administrations.   

1.21 UN Women  

¶ It was established in 2010 to improve the coordination  and coherence of gender equality and empowerment of 
women, and promote more effective gender mainstreaming. 

¶ It has recently praised the Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik for proposing 33% women's reservation in Parliament 
and the state Assemblies.  

1.22  UNCTAD  

¶ United N ations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) was formed specifically to handle the 
problems of developing countries dealing with trade, investment and development issues. 

¶ HQ - Geneva, Switzerland 

¶ It is a part of UN Secretariat. 

¶ Reports published by UNCTAD  include Trade and Development Report, World Investment Report, The 
Least Developed Countries Report, World Economic Situation and Prospects, Information and Economy 
Report, Technology and Innovation Report, and Commodities and Development Report.  

1.23  UN -Habitat  

¶ The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN -Habitat) is the United Nations agency for human 
settlements and sustainable urban development. 

¶ UN-Habitat was established in 1978 and maintains its headquarters at the United Nations Office at Nairobi, 
Kenya.  

¶ Its mission is to promote socially and environmentally sustainable human settlements 
development  and the achievement of adequate shelter for all. 

¶ It reports to the United Nations General Assembly.  

¶ The first UN -Habitat Assembly was held in Nairobi, Kenya. 

¶ United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat conference) is held once 
in bi -decennial cycle (1976, 1996 & 2016). 

¶ Habitat III took place in Quito, Ecuador in 2016 to ratify the ñNew Urban Agendaò, building on the Habitat 
Agenda of Istanbul in 1996. 

¶ Habitat III was one of the first UN global summits after the adoption of the Post -2015 Development Agenda 
and the Paris Climate Change Agreement. 

¶ India has been unanimously elected as the President of the UN-Habitat in the year 2017. 

¶ Accordingly, India will preside over the governing council meeting for 2 years (2017-2019). 

¶ India is elected as an executive board member in the assembly. 

¶ Since the UN-Habitat came into being in 1978, it is only the third time that India is elected to lead this 
important organization, after 1988 and 2007.  
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1.24  World Food Programme  

¶ It is the  food-assistance branch of the United Nations  and the world's largest humanitarian  organization 
addressing hunger and promoting  food security. 

¶ It was formal ly established in 1963 by the FAO and the  United Nations General Assembly . 

¶ HQ - Rome 

¶ The operations are funded by voluntary donations from world governments, corporations and private donors.  

¶ It strives to eradicate hunger  and  malnutrition , with the ultimat e goal of eliminating the need for food aid 
itself.  

¶ Its efforts focus on emergency assistance, relief and rehabilitation,  development aid and special operations.  

¶ In India, WFP has moved from providing direct food aid to providing technical assistance and  capacity 
building services to the Government, with Ministry of Agriculture being the nodal ministry.  

¶ Food -for -work  programmes help promote environmental and economic stability and agricultural 
production.  

¶ WFP has coordinated the five-year Purchase for Pro gress  (P4P) pilot project which assists smallholder 
farmers by offering them opportunities to access agricultural markets and to become competitive players in 
the market place. 

1.25  United Nations Development Programme  

¶ UNDP was formed in 1965 to help countries eliminate poverty and achieve sustainable human development. 

¶ The status of UNDP is that of an executive board within the United Nations General Assembly. 

¶ UNDP is working to strengthen new frameworks for development, disaster risk reduction and climate chan ge. 
It also encourages the protection of human rights and the empowerment of women in all of its programmes.  

¶ The UNDP Human Development Report Office also publishes an annual Human Development Report  
(since 1990) to measure and analyze developmental progress. 

¶ In addition to a global Report, it also publishes regional, national, and local Human Development Reports.  

¶ UNDP Projects in India  - In partnership with the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD), UNDP, through 
the Governance & Accelerated Livelihoods (GOALS) project, helps promote affordable housing for the rural 
poor. 

¶ The Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network, or eVIN, developed by UNDP India with support from the Gavi, 
the Vaccine Alliance, uses technology to help health workers ensure that vaccines reach every child, 
everywhere. 

¶ In partnership with Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, funded by Global Environment Facility, the 
project aims to demonstrate and develop the market for Renewable Energy Technology Packages for Rural 
Livelihoods (RETPRLs) in three selected statesAssam, Odisha and Madhya Pradesh. 

¶ Disha is a partnership between the India Development Foundation and UNDP, supported by IKEA 
Foundation, that aims to support one million underprivileged women in India learn marketable skills and 
connect with income opportunities.  

Sustainable Development Goals  

¶ The UNDP is one of the main UN agencies involved in the development of the Post-2015 Development Agenda 
widely known as the sustainable development goals. 

¶ The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), otherwise known as the Global Goals, are a universal call to end 
poverty, protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity. 
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1.26  United Nations Environment Programme  

¶ UNEP/UN Environment is the leading global environmental authority  that sets the global environmental 
agenda. 

¶ HQ - Nairobi, Kenya 

¶ It works on 7 broad thematic areas 

1. Climate change,  

2. Disasters and conflicts,  

3. Ecosystem management,  

4. Environmental governance,  

5. Chemicals and waste,  

6. Resource efficiency, and  

7. Environment under review 

¶ Our work is made possible by partners who fund and champion our mission. We depend on voluntary 
contributions for 95 per cent of our income.  

¶ It honoured PM  Narendra Modi with óChampions of the Earthô award in the leadership category for óhis 
pioneering work in championing the International Solar Alliance and for his unprecedented pledge to 
eliminate all single -use plastic in India by 2022ô. 

¶ Reports - Global Environment Outlook, Emission Gap Report, Actions on Air Quality & Rise of 
Environmental Crim e Report (along with INTERPOL)  

 

Related Organizations  

It describes the organizations whose cooperation agreement with the UN has many points in common with that of 
Specialized Agencies, but does not refer to Article 57 and 63 of the UN Charter, relevant to Specialized Agencies. 

1.27 Inte rnational Atomic Energy Agency  

¶ It  seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, 
includin g nuclear weapons and materials by the early detection of the misuse. 

¶ It was established as an autonomous organization which is not under direct control of the UN, but reports to 
both the UNGA and Security Council. 

¶ It is widely known as the worldôs ñAtoms for Peaceò organization. 


